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Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection,  Box  9 


Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 
Box  9:  Folder  1-6:  Correspondence  to  and  from  NBH,  1959-1961 


Correspondence  with  and  about  Helen  Keller  and  Anne  Sullivan.  Henney  was  Sullivan’ 
biographer  and  a close  friend  of  Keller  and  Sullivan  for  many  years. 


Visit:  httn://wvv>v.Derkinsarchives.org/nbh.html  for  complete  finding  aid 


TITLE;  Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection  Finding  Aid 
CREATOR:  Nella  Braddy  Henney;  Keith  Henney 
DATE  RANGE:  1903-1976 
CALL  NUMBER:  AG151 

PROVENANCE:  Donated  by  Keith  Henney,  Nella  Braddy  Henney's  spouse,  circa  1975. 

SCOPE  AND  CONTENT: 

The  Nella  Braddy  Henney  Collection  is  comprised  of  correspondence,  notes,  photographs,  articles, 
clippings,  publications,  and  other  materials  related  to  Helen  Keller,  Arme  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson, 
and  Nella  Braddy  Henney.  The  correspondence  spans  the  years  of  1 927  to  1 969,  and  is  to  and  from  Helen 
Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson,  and  Nella  Braddy  Henney  between  themselves  and  others. 

The  notes,  photographs,  articles,  clippings,  publications  and  other  materials  relate  to  the  lives  of  Helen 
Keller,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  Polly  Thomson  and  Nella  Braddy  Heimey,  and  are  interspersed  throughout  the 
collection,  as  well  as  within  their  respective  series. 

The  extensive  correspondence  collection  contains  letters,  memos,  and  notes  in  relation  to  Braddy  Henney’s 
work  for  Helen  Keller  during  Keller’s  lifetime,  and  on  research  for  Braddy  Henney’s  book,  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy:  The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (1933).  Keller’s  correspondence  includes  letters  with  others,  such  as 
Samuel  Clemens  (Mark  Twain;  copies),  Perkins  Directors  Edward  E.  Allen  and  Gabriel  Farrell,  Charles  F. 
F.  Campbell,  actress  Katherine  Cornell,  and  other  notable  people.  These  letters  were  forwarded  to  Nella 
Braddy  Henney  for  use  while  working  on  her  book. 

Nella  Braddy  Henney’s  personal  journal  entries  are  included  in  this  collection,  and  supplement  the 
correspondence.  These  journal  entries  span  the  years  of  1938  and  1962. 

The  photograph  collection  includes  portraits,  publicity  photographs  with  prominent  individuals,  materials 
related  to  film  projects  in  Hollywood,  advocacy  for  blinded  veterans,  many  casual  images  from  visits  to 
Helen  Keller’s  Arcan  Ridge  and  Forest  Hills  homes,  and  trips  to  Martha’s  Vineyard  with  Eleanor 
Roosevelt.  Many  of  the  photographical  items  can  be  attributed  to  the  work  of  Keith  Henney. 

RELATED  MATERIALS: 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  (AG62) 

Helen  Keller  Photograph  Collection  on 

Flickr:  http://www.flickr.com/photos/perkinsarchive/collections/721576273101 1 7390/ 

PHYSICAL  DESCRIPTION:  About  15  linear  feet. 

LANGUAGE:  English 

PROCESSING  NOTE:  Legacy  finding  aid  by  Ken  Stuckey,  ca.  1975,  updated  by  Emily  Carta,  2015. 
updated  by  Molly  Stothert-Maurer,  2013,  2015. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTE: 


Nella  Braddy  Henney  (1894-1973)  first  met  Anne  Sullivan,  Helen  Keller,  and  Polly  Thomson  in  1924, 
when  she  eame  to  the  Sullivan-Keller-Thomson  household  to  write  Sullivan’s  biography  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy:  The  story  behind  Helen  Keller  (\91>3).  Quiekly  mastering  the  manual  finger  language,  she  kept 
Keller  in  touch  with  the  political,  literary,  and  scientific  world  around  her.  She  remained  in  Keller’s  life,  as 
a friend,  and  also  as  Keller’s  power  of  attorney,  acting  agent  for  all  Keller’s  literary  matters,  until  1963.' 
She  was  married  to  Keith  Henney,  also  a writer  and  editor,  as  well  as  a photographer  who  took  many 
photographs  of  Helen  Keller.  She  died  in  1973. 

RESTRICTIONS: 

None 

COPYRIGHT; 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  user  to  obtain  permission  to  publish  from  the  owner  of  the  copyright  (the 
institution,  the  creator  of  the  record,  the  author  or  his/her  transferees,  heirs,  legates,  or  literary  executors). 
The  user  agrees  to  indemnify  and  hold  harmless  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind,  its  officers,  employees,  and 
agents  from  and  against  all  claims  made  by  any  person  asserting  that  he  or  she  is  an  owner  of  copyright. 

CREDIT  LINE/CITATION: 

Helen  Keller  Photo  Collection.  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind. 

SUBJECT  HEADINGS: 

Keller,  Helen,  1880-1968. 

Macy,  Anne  Sullivan,  1866-1936 
Henney,  Nella  Braddy,  1 894- 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
Thomson,  Polly 
ARRANGEMENT: 

4 series,  one  appendix,  20  boxes  and  36  binders.  Note:  Nella  Braddy  Henney  is  abbreviated  NBH 

Series  1 : Original  Correspondence 

Series  2:  Photocopies  of  Correspondence 

Series  3:  Photograph  Collection 

Series  4:  Publications 

CONTAINER  LIST: 

Series  1:  Original  Correspondence 

Box  9:  Folder  1-6:  Correspondence  to  and  from  NBH,  1959-1961 

B9:  FI:  Correspondence  to  and  from  NBH,  1959-1961 
Letter  from  William  Gibson,  January  13.  1959 


Letter  from  William  Gibson,  March  I,  1959 
Letter  from  William  Gibson 

Letter  from  William  Gibson,  May  5,  1959  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Fred  Coe,  May  7,  1959 
Letter  from  William  Gibson,  May  14,  1959 
Postcard  from  William  Gibson,  May  18,  1959 
Letter  from  Annie  Bancroft,  May  19,  1959  (3  pages) 

Postcard  from  William  Gibson,  May  27,  1959 
Letter  from  William  Gibson,  June  22,  1959  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  William  Gibson,  July  9,  1959 
Letter  from  Gertrude  K.irschner,  July  10,  1959 
Letter  from  Tom  Prideaux,  Julyl  7,  1959 
Letter  from  Leah  Salisbury,  July  20,  1959 
Letter,  July  24,  1959 

Postcard  from  William  Gibson,  August  10,  1959 
Letter  from  William  Gibson,  August  29,  1959 
Letter  from  William  Gibson,  September  14,  1959 
Note  from  Pat  Neal,  September  1959 
Rehearsal  list 

Postcard  from  William  Gibson,  September  21,  1959 

Letter  from  William  Gibson,  September  1959 

Letter  from  Robert  Barnett,  March  28,  1960 

Letter  from  Barbara,  March  28,  1960 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  March  29,  1960 

Letter  from  S.  Behmian,  March  31,  1960 

Letter  from  David  Levy,  April  5,  1960 

Letter  from  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  April  5,  1960 

Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  April  7,  1960 

Letter,  April  9,  1960 

Letter  from  Elizabeth,  April  14,  1960  (2  pages) 

Postcard  from  Lenore  Smith,  April  I960 
Letter  from  Leah  Salisbury,  May  2,  1960 
Letter  from  Elsa,  May  30,  I960 
Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  June  7,  1 960 
Letter  from  Elsa  Loges,  June  10,  1960  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Nancy,  June  15,  1960 

Letter  from  Eric  Boulter,  June  20,  1 960 

Letter  from  Isabel  Thomson,  June  22,  I960 

Postcard  from  Evelyn,  July  I960 

Letter  from  Elsa  Loges,  July  10,  1960  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  July  12,  1960 
Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  July  19,  1960 
Notes,  July  20,  1960 
Letter  from  Lenore  Smith 

Service  schedule  for  funeral  of  Mary  Agnes  Thomson,  July  27,  1960  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  August  3,  1960 

Letter  from  Evelyn,  August  9,  1960 

Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  August  10,  1960 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  August  18,  1960 

Letter  from  Evelyn,  August  16,  1960 

Letter  from  Edward  E.  Colton,  August  1 9,  1 960 

Letter  from  Helga  Lende,  August  25,  I960 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith 

Letter  from  “Sister”,  September  5,  1960 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  1960 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  September  7,  1960 


Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  September  7,  I960 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  September  13,  I960 

Letter  from  Ruth  Crone,  September  23,  I960 

Letter  from  Ursula  Sommer,  September  28,  I960 

Letter  from  Hilary  Rubinstein,  September  21,  I960  (2  pages) 

Postcard  from  William  Gibson,  September  17,  I960 

Letter  from  Hilary  Rubinstein,  October  7,  I960 

Letter  from  Charles  Pettengill,  October  10,  I960 

Letter  from  Barbara.  October  11,1 960 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  October  25,  I960 

Letter  from  Barbara,  November  12,  I960 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  August  10,  I960  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  William  Gibson 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  I960 

Letter  from  C.  Sudler,  November  26,  I960  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  November  28,  I960 
Letter  from  Barbara,  November  28,  I960 
Letter  from  Robert  Barnet,  December  5,  1960 
Letter  from  Joseph  O’Brien,  December  6,  I960 
Letter  from  Lawrence  Lee,  December  10,  1960  (2  pages) 

Postcard,  December  26,  1 960 
Letter  from  R.  Carey,  December  30,  1960 
Letter  from  Lawrence  Reed,  December  13,  1960 
Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  December  21,  1960 
Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  December  1960  (2  pages) 

Note  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  December  23,  1960 

Letter  from  Winifred  Corbally,  December  26,  1960 

Card  from  Margaret  & Bill 

Letter  from  Fred  Coe 

Letter  from  Virginia  Shcaroff 

Letter  from  William  Gibson 

Letter  from  Ann  Braddy  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Ann  Braddy 
Letter  from  William  Gibson 
Letter  from  William  Gibson 
Memo  from  Leah  Salisbury 

Note:  with  copy  of  letter  to  William  Gibson  dated  August  13,  1959 
Letter  to  Jack  E.  Myers,  May  22,  1968 
Letter  to  Robert  E.  Banker,  May  20,  1968 

B9:  F2:  Correspondence  to  and  from  NBH,  1959  - 1960 

Letter  from  Sharon  Hashimoto,  January  1 7,  1959 

Letter  from  Catherine  Peare,  January  17,  1959 

Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  January  20,  1959 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  January  22,  1959 

Letter  from  Catherine  Peare,  January  24,  1959 

Note  from  Virginia  Scharoff 

Letter  from  Keith,  January  25,  1959 

Letter  from  Charlotte  Goldblatt,  January  27,  1959  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  February  14,  1959 
Letter  from  Julia  Fairchild,  February  16,  1959 
Letter  from  Greta  Ashdown,  February  I 7,  1 959 
Postcard  from  Evelyn,  1959 
Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  March  7,  1959 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  March  9,  1959 


Letter  from  Margaret,  March  10,  1959 

Letter  from  .lulia  Fairchild,  March  16,  1959  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  March  23,  1959 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  April  6,  1959 

Note  from  Virginia  Scharoff 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith 

Letter  from  James  Adams,  April  23,  1959 

Letter  from  Elsa  Loges,  1959 

Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  May  1 0,  1 959 

Letter  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  May  12,  1959 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  May  12,  1959 

Letter  from  Samuel  Vaughn,  May  12,  1959 

Letter  from  Nancy  May  13,  1959 

Letter  and  RSVP  card  from  Mary  Riordan,  1959 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  May  25,  1959 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  May  25,  1959  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Lurana  Herlihy,  May  27,  1959 
Letter  from  Ravia  Keller,  May  29,  1959  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Virginia  Shcaroff,  June  1,  1959 

Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  June  4,  1959 

Letter  from  Robert  Bray,  June  4,  1959 

Letter  to  Elsa,  June  5,  1960 

Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack,  June  9,  1959  (5  pages) 

Letter  to  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  June  1 0,  1 960 
Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  June  11,  1960 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  June  1 1,  1960  (3  pages) 

Letter  from  Jessie  MacLeod,  June  1 1,  1959 
Note  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  1959 
Bulletin  from  Katherine  Cornell,  1959 
Letter  to  Rebecca  Mack,  June  16,  1959 

Postcard  from  Braille  Department  of  Library  for  the  Blind,  June  1 8,  1959 
Memo  from  Lurana  Herlihy,  June  13,  1959 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  June  20,  1960  (5  pages) 

Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack,  June  27,  1959  (3  pages) 

Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  June  29,  1959 
Letter  from  Lawrence  Reed,  June  29,  1959 
Letter  to  Steven  Aronson,  June  30,  1959 
Postcard  from  Julia  Fairchild,  July  6,  1959 
Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  July  8,  1959 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  July  8,  1960 
Letter  to  Virginia  Scharoff,  July  8,  I960 
Letter  to  Robert  Barnett,  July  12,  1960 
Letter  to  Julia  Fairchild,  July  10,  1959 
Letter  from  Joan  Weissman,  July  10,  1959 
Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  July  13,  1960  (3  pages) 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  July  14,  1959 

Memo  from  Lurana  Herlihy,  1959 

Letter  to  Nancy  Hamilton,  July  15,1 960  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  July  I 7,  1 959 
Letter  from  Julia  Fairchild,  July  21,  1959  (2  pages) 

Letter  to  Lenore,  July  22,  I960 

Letter  to  Julia  Fairchild,  July  23,  1959 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  July  25,  I960  (3  pages) 

Letter  to  Helen  Keller,  August  1,  I960  (3  pages) 

Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  July  28,  1959 


Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  August  2,  1959 
Letter  to  Virginia  Scharoff,  August  2,  I960 
Letter  from  Lurana  Herlihy,  August  4,  1959 
Letter  from  Lois  Berman,  August  4,  1 959 
Letter  from  John  Fernbaclt,  July  3 I,  1959 
Letter  to  Lenore,  August  5,  I960 
Letter  to  Robert  Thomson,  August  5,  I960 
Letter  to  Ken  McCormick,  August  12,  1959 
Memo  from  Evelyn 

Postcard  from  Lenore,  August  13,  1959 

Memo  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  August  16,  1959  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  August  16,  1959 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  August  24,  1959 

Letter  from  Isabel  and  Robert  Thomson,  August  28,  1959 

Letter  from  William  Clifford,  August  20,  1959 

Letter  from  Evelyn,  September  I,  1959 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  September  4,  1959 

Letter  from  William  Gibson,  September  9,  1959 

Letter  from  William  Gibson 

Letter  from  William  Gibson 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  September  10,  1959 

Letter  from  Joan  Rattner 

Letter  from  Leah  Salisbury,  September  14,  1959 

Letter  from  Joseph  Harris,  September  14,  1959 

Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  September  13,  1959 

B9:F3:  Correspondence  to  and  from  NBH,  1960-1961 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  January  7,  1960 
Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  January  1 1,  1960 
Letter  from  Nelson,  January  12,  1960 
Letter  from  Barbara,  January  25,  1960 
Letter  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson,  January  26,  1960 
Letter  from  Nash  K.  Burger,  January  28,  1960 
Letter  from  William  Gibson,  January  28,  1960 
Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  February  3,  1 960 
Letter  from  Julia  Fairchild,  February  6,  1960 
Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  February  8,  1960 
Letter  from  Robert  Barnett,  February  9,  I960 
Letter  from  Fred  Coe,  February  9,  1 960 
Letter  from  William  Gibson,  February  9,  1960 
Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  February  11,1 960 
Postcard,  March  1960 
Postcard,  1960 

Letter  from  Isabel  and  Robert  Thomson,  March  3,  I960 
Letter  from  Evelyn  D.  Seide,  March  7,  I960 
Note  from  Robert  and  Isabel  Thomson,  March  8,  1960 
Note:  with  clipping  “French  Fruits” 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  March  9,  I960 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  March  19,  1960 
Letter  from  Nelson,  March  21,1 960 
Telegram  from  Larry  and  Katherine,  March  22,  1960 
Letter  from  William  Gibson,  March  25,  I960 
Letter  from  Rebecca  Mack,  March  24,  I960 
Postcard  from  Lenore  Smith,  April  1960 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  April  20,  1960 


Letter  from  Dorothy  M.  McKittrick,  April  19,  I960 
Letter  from  Fred  Coe,  April  26,  I960 
Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr.  April  27,  1960 
Letter  from  Robert  Thomson,  April  28,  1960 
Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  April  29,  1960  (4  pages) 

Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  April  29,  1960 
Letter  from  K.en  McCormick,  April  19,  I960 
Letter  from  Sidney  Lee,  New  Years  Days 
Letter  from  Elizabeth,  I960  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff 
Letter  from  Mildred  Keller  Tyson 
Letter  from  William  Gibson 
Letter 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith 

Postcard  from  Evelyn 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick 

Postcard  from  Bemian 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  January  4,  1961 

Letter  from  Isabel  and  Robert  Thomson,  January  5,  1961 

Letter  from  William  Gibson 

Letter  from  William  Gibson,  January  16,  1961 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  January  16,  1961 

Letter  from  Peter  Salmon,  January  18,  1961 

Note  from  Evelyn  D.  Seide 

Letter  from  Leah  Salisbury,  January  19,  1961 

Postcard  from  Evelyn,  January  21,  1961 

Letter  from  Julia  Fairchild,  January  25,  1961 

Postcard  from  Evelyn,  January  22,  1961 

Postcard  from  Evelyn,  February  13,  1961 

Letter  from  Helen  Keller  World  Crusade  for  the  Blind 

Note:  marked  “Not  written  by  Helen”  in  Nella’s  handwriting.  Comes  with  pamphlet. 

Postcard  from  William  Gibson,  March  1,  1961 

Letter  from  Julia  Fairchild,  March  1961 

Letter  from  Colton,  Gallants  & Fembach,  March  7,  1961 

Letter  from  William  Gibson,  March  18,  1961 

Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  March  27,  1961 

Letter  from  Annie  Bancroft,  April  8,  1961  (2  pages) 

Postcard  from  Evelyn,  April  10,  1961 
Postcard  from  Lenore  Smith,  May  1961 
Note  from  Evelyn 

Letter  from  Hugh  and  J Knowles,  June  8,  1961 
Note:  on  a pamphlet 

Memo  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  June  15,  1961 
Memo  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  June  16,  1961  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Leah  Salisbury,  June  22,  1961 

Memo  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  1961 

Memo  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  July  6,  1961  (2  pages) 

Postcard  from  Evelyn,  July  18,  1961 

Postcard  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  July  1961 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  August  9,  1961 

Memo  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  August  17,  1961  (2  pages) 

Memo  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  August  25,  1961  (3  pages) 

Letter  from  Lois  Berman,  August  25,  1961 
Letter  from  Evelyn  D.  Seide,  September  5,  1961 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  September  6,  1961 


Postcard  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  September  9,  1961 

Postcard  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  September  16,  1961 

Postcard  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  September  30,  1961 

Memo  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  September  9,  1961 

Letter  from  Lenore  Smith,  October  5,  1961 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  October  18,  1961 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  September  29,  1961 

Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  October  12,  1961 

Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  October  18,  1961 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  October  26,  1961 

Memo  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  November  13,  1961 

Memo  from  Virginia  Scharoff  November  27,  1961 

Letter  from  Mrs.  Lomax,  November  2,  1961 

Letter  from  Father  Laurence  Farrell,  December  1961 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff  November  31,  1961  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Jansen  Noyes  Jr.,  November  14,  1961  (4  pages) 

Letter  from  Elsa  Loges,  November  16,  1961 
Letter  from  Kay,  November  17,  1961 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  November  27,  1961 
Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  December  8,  1961 
Letter  from  Nancy  Hamilton,  April  9,  1960  (2  pages) 

Note  from  Nancy  Hamilton 

Letter  from  Fred  Coe,  April  9,  1960  (3  pages) 

Letter  from  Shirley,  April  11,  1961 
Postcard  from  Elsa,  April  7,  1961 

B9:F4:  Correspondence  to  and  from  NBH,  1959  - 1961 

Eetter  from  Ed  Stone,  November  3,  1959 

Letter  from  Peggy  Simon,  September  21,  1959 

Letter  from  Joseph  Harris,  September  21,  1959 

Letter  from  Leah  Salisbury,  September  24,  1959 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff 

Letter  from  Nelson  Neff  October  2,  1 959 

Letter  from  Ken  McCormick,  October  5,  1959 

Letter  from  Lois  Berman,  October  5,  1959 

Postcard  from  Virginia  Scharoff,  October  8,  1959 

Letter  from  Colton,  Gallantz  & Fernbach,  October  9,  1959  (2  pages) 

Letter  from  Virginia  Scharoff  October  1959 
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^cJL  1 <w..  I ^ j 


Dear  Nella  - 


I got  a $1|5  check  from  Knopf  this  week  for  TW,  so 
you  ajid  Helen  and  the  AFB  should  soon  be  in  i^ceipt  of  a handsome 
check  apiece  suitable  for  buying  anything  new  you  want  and  need 
on  the  order  of  chewing-gum,  shoelaces,  anything  heady  like  thato 
Leah  is  more  or  less  wrapping  up  the  contract  with  i’red  Coe,  though 
and  upon  signing  I should  get  some  kind  of  advance,  and  I hope  th'^t* 
beginning  around  next  October  there  wiU  be  income  from  the  play 
to  allow  purchase  oi  such  things  as  shoes  to  go  with  the  laces » 

I haven’t  been  to  Perkins  yet,  and  have  searched  in 
van  among  my  papers  for  a letter  froia  the  director  inviting  me  to 
make  use  of  their  facilities o I don't  mean  in  vain  because  I never 
had  such  a letter;  I had,  and  I'm  trying  to  remember  the  director's 
name.  Something  like  Ed  Waterman  stirs  in  my  mental  dark,  but  if 
you  would  drop  me  his  r*ame  I'd  call  the  school  and  make  a date  for 
me  and  >iargaret  to  visit, 

^ Things  have  been  good  with  us,  much  less  sickness  in 

the  kids  since  loramy's  adenoids  came  out,  and  life  has  been  rather 
cozy  and  diill  ar^  satisfying,  I hope  likewise  with  you  and  Keith, 


All  our  best. 


Cear  Nella 


N-  4 V- 


Margaret  and  I,  and  Arthur  Penn  and  his  wife,  spent 
yesterday  at  Perkins  - a kind  of  head-swimming  day,  what  with  ob- 
servation of  the  kids  and  poring  over  library  stuff,  too  much  to  take 
in  really,  one  should  spend  at  least  a week  or  two  for  even  a super- 
ficial impression,  and  I may  go  back  for  another  visito  Dro  Water- 
house  is  a genUep  intelligent,  rather  ministerial  man.  They  treated 
us  wonderfully.  I came  away  with  some  mixed-up  thoughts  - all  this 
quite  apart  from  the  playscript  - the  chief  of  which  is  a platitude, 
what  a phenomenon  Helen  herself  is  and  must  ^ve  been  as  a child:  this 
was  a platitude  seventy  years  ago,  but  my  point  of  entry  into  this 
story  was  Annie,  and  in  vsy  in^jatience  at  the  underestimation  of  her 
genius  I think  I didn't  give  the  original  platitude  enough  belief 
until  I watched  the  kids  in  the  Kellcr-Macy  cottage.  An  eerie  kind 
of  experience  lay  also  in  reading  the  half-dozen  or  so  of  Annie ' s 
original  letters  to  Anagnos  they  have  on  file,  and  the  copies  of 
Anagnos's  to  her,  A minor  curiosity:  on  Jan  28th  188?  - that  Is, 
less  than  six  weeks  before  Annie  went  to  Tusciunbia  - Captain  Keller 
was  still  not  decided  whether  to  hire  a teacher  for  Helen,  and  said 
he  would  make  up  his  mind  after  a trip  to  "Washington  City"  that  he 
was  just  leaving  onj  he  stated  the  wages  he'd  be  willing  to  pay,  with 
"washlng",and  inclusion  of  Miss  Sullivan  as  one  of  the  family,  and 
asked  whether  this  would  be  acceptable.}  Anagnos  replied  early  in  Feb- 
xTiary,  saying  it  would  be  acceptable  to  Annie,  and  three  weeks  later 
she  was  on  her  way.  I think  this  puts  a crimp  for  sure  in  the  story 
of  Anagnos  preparing  Annie,  examining  her,  and  sendxng  her  back  for 
further  studies}  it  would  seem  that  from  August  1886  until  February 
1887  Keller  was  in  a state  of  indecision,  but  the  moment  he  made  a 
definite  offer  Annie  packed  her  bags . The  librarian,  Mr • Coon,  also 
told  that  he  had  been  visited  a year  or  two  ago  by  a beautiful  girl 
who  described  herself  as  Anagnos's  great  granddaughter  or  such,  which 
baffled  Coon  because  he  knew  Anagnos  in  his  marriage  to  the  Howe  girl 
"had  no  issue",  but  according  to  his  visitor  Anagnos  was  married  in 
Athens  before  coming  to  this  country,  had  three  children,  and  was 
divorced  there,  a fairly  unusual  happening  in  those  days,  which  might 
explain  his  wish  to  come  here  with  Howe.  I didn't  track  down  that 
quote  of  Howe's,  but  I brought  some  duplicate  reports  back  with  me, 
and  if  it  isn't  in  them  I may  return  for  a session  among  the  old  re- 
ports. 


No  point  to  this  letter, 
word  about  the  day. 


really,  just  to  pass  on  a 


All  bestj- 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

SnoMville 

New  Hanqpshire 


Dear  Nella  - 

I just  finished  the  third  act,  and  it  is  off  to 
Fred  for  mimeographing;  he'll  send  you  a copy,  and  when  you  have 
absorbed  it,  drop  me  a postcardo  I'll  then  give  you  a ring  and 
wh'U  go  over  the  script  together  on  the  phone o 

I have  given  the  title  The  Deliverers  the  axe:  no 
one  except  Margaret  and  me  and  one  other  friend  liked  it,  and  your 
reaction  added  to  Arthur's  and  Fred's  was  the  last  blowo  But  I 
regret  losing  it  - it’s  uneuphonious,  but  a much  apter  title 
than  The  Miracle  Worker,  and  I may  still  think  of  something  that 
conveys  not  only  the  reciprocal  action  betwixt  Annie  and  Helen,  but 
the  larger  meaning  that  people  deliver  people,  nothing  else  doeso 
If  anything  comes  to  your  mind  along  this  line,  shbot  it  to  me© 

It's  a huge  relief  to  me  to  be  done  (even  if  temp- 
orarily)  with  this  job©  I didn't  know  what  I was  getting  into,  in 
this  translation  from  one  medium  to  another:  I thought  I could  do 
it  in  a few  weeks  at  most,  and  I've  been  at  it  since  December  1st© 

I must  say  though  that  the  reactions  have  been  moat  heartening  so 
far,  and  I hope  the  third  act  doesn't  subtract  from  them© 

All  our  best. 


Dear  Helen 


Well,  here  it  is  May  5th,  and  I am  only  and  exactly  one 
month  late  with  this  letter  o I meant  to  write  it  on  April  5th,  as  a kind 
of  birthday  letter  to  yout  I intended  to  speak  of  that  other  ^)ril  5th 
seventy-two  years  ago  when  the  well  overflowed  with  life,  and  of  how 
curiously  immortal  certain  things  are,  so  that  three  generations  later 
here  I am,  in  a town  not  very  far  from  Annie  Sullivan's  birthplace,  a 
writer  she  never  heard  of,  breaking  pencil-points  in  an  effort  to  put 
her  letters  from  that  distant  place  and  time  into  a form  sxiitable  for  a 
stage  in  New  Toik,  where  thousands  (we  hope)  of  theatregoers  who  may  not 
have  heard  of  her  or  me  will  re-experience  something  of  what  you  and  she 
lived  and  wrote:  and  other  thoughts  along  such  lines o But  what  with  week- 
end guests  that  Sxuiday,  and  sick  kids,  and  this  and  that,  the  date  escaped 
me,  and  April  6th  seemed  too  lateo  But  even  in  small  ways  nothing  gets 
quite  lost,  and  a week  or  two  ago  I wrote  a speech  for  Annie  in  the  third 
act  in  which  she  speaks  of  what  we  are  on  the  earth,  "the  - light  we 
bring  to  it  and  leave  behind  us  in  - words,  why,  you  can  see  ten  thousand 
years  back  in  a light  of  words,  everything  we  feel,  think,  know  - and 
share,  in  words,  so  not  a soul  is  in  darkness,  or  done  with,  even  in  the 
grave  "o  Which  is  something  of  what  I meant  to  say  about  the  mystery  of  us, 
and  how  we  build  one  bridge  to  another  bridge  to  another  bridge,  over  time, 
and  decline  to  surrender  to  it© 


Nella  has  probably  written  you  that  we  - she,  Margaret,  and 
I - had  lunch  last  week  with  Arthur  Penn,  Fred  Coe,  and  Anne  Bancroft, 
who  will  direct,  produce,  and  act  The  Mracle  Worker  in  its  stage  version© 
What  Nella  did  not  tell  you  was  that  she  left  a wake  of  admirers  behi^  her 
that  day©  I have  my  own  private  appellation  for  her.  Miss  Q©  G©  - 
Goods  - of  1959  or  whatever  year  happens  to  be  in  seasonj  and  I 
ifilnri  of  quality  is  rare  anywhere,  especially  rare  in  the  world  of  the 
tertainraent  industry,  so  I am  not  surprised  that  it  Impresses  my  accoBplices, 
only  pleased©  We  began  interviewing  a«tors  for  the  play  that  afternoon, 
and  will  continue  in  the  weeks  ahead©  After  Nella  goes  to  New  Haitpshire, 
and  cannot  herself  pass  on  to  you  what  we  are  iqD  to,  I»n  P® 

bulletins©  So  far  we  have  only  two  actors,  Anne  Bancroft  for  Tewh  » 
a boy  named  James  Congdon  for  James,  if  we  can  sign  hto©  ° im 

play  are  written,  and  I am  at  work  on  the  third,  which  I hope  to  ^i^^h  p 
in  a couple  of  weeks©  It  is  of  course  the  same  play  essenUa^y  ^ 
television  version,  plus  rather  more  substantial  characterization  ^ 
other  changes  necessitated  by  moving  from  the  ^ ^ 

to  the  timt-focus  of  the  stage©  Nella  has  seen  the  f^=t  two  ^ ^ 

have  the  third  as  soon  as  it  is  readyi  and  it  goes  without  saying  J-ha^®he 
will  have  veto  power  over  the  script  with  respect  to  anything  she  thinks 
objectionable.  So©  More  from  me  as  time  goes  on© 


With  all  our  very  best, 
and  me. 


to  you  and  Polly  ” 


from  Margaret 


-S 


^6 


i 


PoSo  “ The  lawyers  arc  still  masticating  the  various  contracts,  so  Fred 
arxi  I still  do  not  have  our  arrangements  signed  and  sealed,  but  that  is 
only  a formality  nowj  when  it  does  happen,  which  should  not  be  long,  we 
shall  all  get  a little  money  in  the  form  of  an  advance  against  royalties o 
I hope  the  royalties  are  long-livedo  I recently  heard  Bob  Hope  deliver 
a penetrating  comment  on  the  power  of  moneyj  he  said,  "Money  cannot  buy 
happiness,  but  it  lets  you  choose  the  kind  of  misery  which  is  most  con- 
genial to  youo"  j 


Y 
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Hay  1,  1959 


Bear  Nella  (if  I may). 

It  was  good  to  hear  from  you  so  soon  after  o\ir  visit. 
We  shall  certainly  follow  your  sound  advice  on  all  the  matters 
which  you  mentioned.  I think  your  suggestion  of  a small  party 
visiting  Arcan  Ridge  this  summer  is  a much  better  plan  than 
getting  involved  with  Mrs.  Nash.  ¥e  vlll  be  in  rehearsal  by 
the  third  week  of  August  and  ve  would  certainly  welcome  a visit 
from  Miss  Keller.  I know  the  cast  and  company  would  be  stimu- 
lated by  her  presence. 

I have  told  Joe  Harris,  our  company  manager,  of  your 
modest  opening  night  ticket  requests^  we  shall  certainly  make 
the  arrangements  for  them  when  you  give  us  a list  — I repeat, 
please  include  everyone  you  feel  was  close  to  Ajinie's  work  and 
life.  Indicate,  if  you  would,  those  you  feel  should  have  com- 
plimentary  tickets. 

I also  mentioned  to  Mr.  Harris  your  desire  and  per- 
haps Miss  Keller's  desire  to  purchase  an  interest  in  the  com- 
pany; we  will  send  you  such  information  as  soon  as  we  have 
budgeted  the  show  and  know  the  amount  of  o\ir  capitalization. 

Rest  assured  that  we  will  not  release  any  publicity 
relating  directly  to  Miss  Keller  without  your  good  approval. 

I believe  that  Bill's  play  has  already  set  the  tone  of  dignity 
for  our  work  and  our  publicity  should,  of  course,  be  allied 
with  that  tone. 

I have  just  received  our  rehearsal,  out  of  town 
dates  and  our  New  York  City  opening,  vAiich  I am  enclosing.  I 
hope  to  see  you  very  soon;  this  note  includes  best  wishes  for 
your  health  and  happiness. 


Respectfully, 


Fred  Coe 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  5th  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


■Crt>son 

Stockbridge 

Mass. 


-o 


felen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Conn, 


Transcriber t would  you  send  these  letters  of  mine  along  to  Nella 
ThS^y^  i^shire,  when  Miss  Keller  has  seen  your  transcipts? 


May  lUth  I ^ 

Dear  Helen  - 

Here  is  another  buUetino  I have  just  finished 
the  third  act,  and  it  is  off  to  Fred  Ckae,  the  producer,  for  mimeo- 
graphing; he  will  send  a copy  to  Nella  in  New  Hampshire,  and  when 
she  has  read  it  she  and  I will  get  together  on  the  phone  to  go  over 
her  notes,  corrections,  etco,  in  detailo  There  will  be  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  yours  too,  if  you  care  to  make  any,  Playscripts  are 
written  on  water  until  opening  night  in  New  York:  I myself  wish 
the  freeze  could  set  in  much  earlier,  but  it  doesn’t,  can't,  and 
won't. 


I was  in  New  York  again  this  week,  to  listen  to 
actresses  read  for  Kate,  I can't  write  "for  yoiu:  mother",  that 
not  only  sounds  too  strange,  but  ignores  the  difference  between 
life  and  art,  I hope  that  what  I have  written  Kate  and  the  others 
as  is  "true"  in  its  own  terms,  but  that  kind  of  truth  is  a different 
order  from  historical  fact;  when  that  fact  not  only  passes  through 
the  strainer  of  recorded  history,  but  through  my  strainer  next, 
and  then  through  the  director's,  and  then  the  actors',  what  finally 
emerges  is  such  a new  thing  that  I am  reminded  of  a sentence  Nella 
quotes  from  Teacher  in  her  book:  "The  truth  is  not  what  I tell  you 
about  a thing,  but  what  you  divine  in  regard  to  it,"  Watching  these 
actresses  bore  the  difference  home  to  me:  they  all  read  the  same 
scene,  and  it  came  out  as  six  or  seven  different  statements,  accord- 
ing to  what  each  brought  to  it,  or  didn't  bring.  We  had  a couple  of 
bad  ones,  three  adequate  ones,  and  one  axceilent  woman;  but  our  real 
hope  is  to  get  an  actress  who  at  present  is  living  in  England,  and 
is  interested,  but  may  feel  she  is  too  big  a star  to  play  a supporting 
role;  we  have  made  her  an  offer,  and  are  awaiting  her  decision.  I'll 
keep  you  posted  as  things  become  more  definite,  in  this  and  other 
areas.  We  are  definite  on  the  dates,  and  on  the  theatre:  we  begin 
rehearsals  on  August  17th  in  New  York,  open  out  of  town  in  PhiladeJjphia 
on  September  12th,  go  to  Boston  to  open  there  on  September  29th,  and 
open  in  New  York  at  the  Playho\ise  Theatre  on  October  19th,  This 
entire  production  is  so  much  more  self-confident  than  Two  For  The 
Seesaw  was  at  this  point  that  it  is  a satisfaction  all  around;  partly 
it's  because  the  script  is  more  satisfactory,  partly  that  all  of  us 
are  no  longer  the  greenhorns  we  were  before  that  hit,  but  are  now 
Persons  of  Influence  in  the  theatre;  and  everyone  is  enthused,  in 
fact  Fred  Coe  said  our  biggest  danger  was  that  we  would  all  bring  so 
much  love  to  this  Job  that  we  would  fail  to  be  sufficiently  critical 
of  ourselves  and  our  work,  I'm  not  worried  about  that,  I'm  one  of 
the  crabbiest  cranks  around,  and  any  critical  attitudes  that  anyone 
else  is  deficient  in.  I'll  be  happy  to  supply,  I have  a suiplus. 


Gibson 

Stockbrldge 

I'&SS. 


Mi"«*  Keith  Henney 
m Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  N.T. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

Sncwville 

New  Hampshire 


Dear  Nella  - I wrote  Helen  two  letters,  and  on  the 
second  bethought  myself  to  instruct  the  transcriber  to 
send  them  along  to  you  after  Helen,  just  to  keep  you 
informed  too.  Talking  yesterday  with  Arthur  about  your 
letters  to  Annie  etc,  I suggested  we  cll  keep  copxes  of 
all  the  correspondence  (of  idiich  there  should  be  a quan- 
tity) that  comes  the  way  of  each,  reg^ding  this  pro- 
duction,- at  the  end  we'll  put  it  all  in  one  f olaer  ^ 
see  what  we  have,  it  might  be  of  some  interest.  Will 
you  so  do?  No  news  here  of  any  definite  kind;  we  ^e 
still  scrounging  around  for  a Capt  Keller,  end  w^e 
we  have  a promising  Kate  we  are  waiting  \q)on  word  from 
a more  promising  one  who  happens  to  be  in  England  now. 


All  best. 


111 
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lAHiii- 


Jfrs  Keith  Henney 

Snowville 

New  Han^jshire 


Dear  Nella  - 

I spoke  to  Arthur  Perm  by  phone,  and  dropped  our  press 
agent  Arthur  Cantor  a paragraph  to  the  same  effect: 
any  publicity  releases  that  mention  Helen  henceforth 
must  clear  through  you.  I gave  Cantor  your  address 
and  phone.  Penn  said  he  would  brief  Cantor  himself, 

30  I think  it*s  covered. 


Best, 


Gibson 

Stockbridge 

ISass. 


Ifi.ss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Conn, 


Dear  Helen  - 


I have  been  rather  up  to  my  ears  in  work  - it  seems 
I will  have  an  off-3roadway  production  of  another  play  of  mine  right 
after  The  Kiracle  Worker  opens,  and  I’ve  been  involved  with  rewriting 
on  that,  plus  casting  and  other  arrangements  on  both  - so  I haven't 
written  you  a final  bulletin  on  The  Miracle  Worker  casting,  but  here 
it  iSo 


Captain  Keller  will  be  played  by  Torrin  Thatcher©  He 
is  really  an  Englishman,  who  has  been  working  in  this  country  for  the 
past  decade;  we  saw  him  play  a Southerner  in  a television  show,  which 
he  did  quite  convincingly,  and  he  is  a good  actor;  my  only  reser- 

vation about  him  is  that  &•  is  somewhat  on  the  cold  side,  but  our  alter- 
native choices  were  a couple  of  dull  actors,  and  it  seemed  better  to  go 
with  talent©  (We  could  not  get  Burl  Ives  to  repeat  his  television  role; 
he  has  become  so  successful  in  movies  that  his  price  is  sin^^ly  prohib- 
itive, his  agent  just  laughed  at  us  when  we  inquired©)  Helen  will  be 
played  by  a girl  named  Patty  Duke,  who  is  a charmer;  she  has  been  in  a 
Broadway  show  or  two,  and  in  television  plays  - in  fact.  I'll  be 
watching  her  in  one  this  Wednesday  evening©  We  have  what  seems  an  ex- 
cellent undBEstudy  for  her,  a girl  who  recently  did  Shaw's  Saint  Joan 
in  a school  production  which  must  have  been  rather  monstrous  to  watch, 
all  those  kids  uttering  Shaw's  brilliances,  like  the  world  of  the 
future  or  something©  Viney  will  be  played  by  a woman  whose  name  is 
not  on  10^  tongue,  but  she  read  for  us,  and  awfiJLly  well;  she  is  at 
present  understudy  for  the  lead  part  in  the  all-Negro  Broadway  hit, 

A Raisin  in  the  Sun©  Mr©  Anagnos  will  be  played  by  Albert  Paulsen, 
who  will  be  making  his  Broadway  debut;  he  is  a man  in  his  thirties 
with  an  accent  of  some  hjijrld  kind,  South-American-Swiss  or  something 
of  that  sort,  which  has  kept  him  from  finding  roles;  but  I saw  him  do 
a Chekhov  scene  a year  and  a half  ago,  and  he  was  fine©  I believe  I 
wrote  you  earlier  that  James  will  be  played  bj'  James  Congdon,  whom  Kella 
saw  and  liked  as  much  as  we  did;  and  Kate  will  be  played  by  Patricia 
Nealj  whom  we  feel  unaccountably  lucky  to  have  obtained© 

This  winds  up  our  hunt  for  actors©  The  set  will  be 
designed  by  George  Jenkins,  who  did  the  set  for  Two  for  the  Seesaw  - 
in  fact^  this  whole  production  will  be  in  the  same  hands  throughout, 
author,  producer,  director,  star,  stage-manager,  companj'-manager,  all 
the  same  family©  The  only  one  from  Seesaw  we  couldn't  find  a job  for 
is  Henry  Fonda,  but  he  doesn't  need  one,  he  is  to  be  in  another  play© 

I ho^  this  repetition  of  personnel  augurs  well©  The  response  to  the 
script  has  been  extremely  favorable  - unprecedentedly  so  as  far  as 


my  own  work  is  conce.med  - and  nothing  much  to  report  will  happen 
between  now  and  August,  when  we  begin  reliearsalso  I think  we  begin 
lugust  l?thj  we  open  for  two  weeks  in  Philadelphia  around  September  12th, 
then  go  to  Boston  for  another  two  weeks,  and  come  into  New  York  for  a 
couple  of  previews,  opening  on  October  19tlio  This  is  pretty  early  in 
the  season,  we'll  be  among  the  first  plajis  in,  which  if  ke  have  as  much 
quality  as  we  hope  to  have  will  be  all  to  the  good:  we  won't  have  much 
cor^ietition  for  attention,  and  will  have  the  full  season  to  make  money 
in  before  the  summer  let-down  occurso 

Everything  smells  good,  but  my  optimism  is  character- 
ologically  foimded  in  pessimism,  a good  st\jrdy  base,  so  I should  add 
that  the  theatre  is  a gigantic  gamble,  a hundred  things  can  go  wrong, 
and  I 63q)ect  the  worst:  anything  good  that  happens  is  thus  pure  mannao 
But  we  will  all  work  like  horses  to  coax  down  a good  fall  of  mannao 


With  all  our  best. 


Stockbridge 

Hasso 


ARTHUR  CANTOR 

234  West  44th  Street 
New  York  36,  New  York 


LOngacre  3-4370 
TWX»  NY  1-126B 
CABLE:  ARCANTOR 


July  10,  1959 


Kiiss  Nella  llenney 
Snowville , New  Hampshire 


Dear  Miss  llenney: 

rilliam  Gibson  informed  us  tiiat  any  publicity  matters  concerning 
Helen  Keller  should  be  cleared  through  you. 

LIFE  Magazine  is  doing  a story  about  anne  Bancroft's  preparations 
for  her  role  as  Anne  Sullivan  Macy  in  THE  MliiaCLE  .tUAKEA.  Miss 
Bancroft  has  been  working  with  blind  children  here  in  New  York  at  the 
Institute  for  Physical  Medicine  and  Rehabilitation;  and,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  August,  she  will  be  at  the  Perkins  Institute  for  additional 
research  on  the  techniques  of  working  with  the  blind. 

The  people  at  LIFE  wondered  if  it  would  be  at  all  possible  to 
arrange  a meeting  between  Miss  liancrof t and  Miss  Keller , at  any  time 
and  place  convenient  to  Miss  Keller,  which  should  not  take  more  than 
one  hour  of  Miss  Keller's  time.  They  would  send  along  a reporter  and 
photographer;  and  I can  assure  you  that  the  meeting  would  be  handled 
with  taste  and  dignity. 

I will  be  away  from  the  office  from  July  16  through  august  5, 
so  if  you  have  any  news  for  us  during  that  period,  Inr . lony  Geiss  in 
this  office  will  be  able  to  make  whatever  arrangements  are  necessary. 


Dear  Nella  - 

I'll  'begin  again,  and  finish  more  "briefly,  following  our 
talk  on  the  phone  a minute  ago. 

The  off -Broadway  play  is  on  e called  Blmiy  & The  Witches, 
lllld  niece  which  I am  very  fond  of,  an  emotionl  find  I 
share  with  very  few,  if  the  interest  it  has  elicited  among 
producers  is  any  index.  We’re  going  ahead  on  a |15,000 
Budget,  and  I have  just  finished  up  a revision  of  those 
carts  of  the  play  that  have  never  satisiied  me.  l _ 11  send 
you  a script  when  I have  one,  which  may  "be  soon,  since 
expect  to  get  it  typed  herSc 


Meanwhile  for  your  amuaement  I send  a list  of  the  legal 
instruments  the  assembled  lav^ers  of  New  York  Been_ 

struggling  with  for  months;  none  of  them  has  yet  been  signed, 
which  is  why  we  have  no  advance  option-money  to  date.  One 
thing  that  implicates  it  all  is  my  wish  (I  am  Tamarack)  and 
Arthi's  (he  is  Hiller)  to  salvage  some  of  our  earnings  from 
this  venture  after  taxes;  thus  the  various  corporation  angles 
trust  funds,  etCc  If  we  were  all  happy  to  pay  917“  "bax,  this 
list  would  be  only  half  as  long»  But  it  does  seem  near  an 
end.  I think  it  would  have  disturbed  a cpttple  oi  people  ii 
vour  friend  had  obliged  us  to  throw  all  these  instruments 
it  of  the  wndow.  Besides,  they  might  have  landed  on  someone, 
and  they  weigh  a ton. 


JJ 


on't  worry  about  Annie,  she  cM  take  itc  She  was  up  to  see 
us  just  beire  we  left,  and  haT^een  spending  several  days  at 
schools  for  blind,  crippled,  and  othemvise  handicapped  kids; 
she  was  full  of  bouneeful  reports  about  them, 
her  sadder  feelings  tookvfes  simple  impatience  with  the  tail- 
ings of  the  administrative  set-up,  institutional  approach  to 
the  individual  child,  etc.  She's  spending  a week  in  August 
at  some  summer  school  for  the  blind,  then  will  put  in  a cou. 
of  days  ati3*erkinSo 

Thank  you  for  evei-y thing,  and  all  our  warmest  - • 


LIFE 

TIME  & LIFE  BUILDING 
ROCKEFELLER  CENTER 
NEW  YORK  20 

EDITORIAL  OFFICES 


July  17,  1959 


Dear  Miss  Henney: 

As  you  may  have  heard,  LIFE  Magazine  is  deeply 
interested  in  the  forthcoming  play.  The  Miracle  Worker, 
based  on  the  early  childhood  of  Helen  Keller  and  her  first 
association  with  Anne  Siallivan.  We  have  already  started 
work  on  ovir  story,  showing  how  the  actress,  Anne  Bancroft, 
is  preparing  herself  to  play  the  role  of  Anne  Sullivan. 

Miss  Bancroft,  a remarkable  young  woman  herself,  has  been 
devoting  all  her  spare  time  to  studying  and  working  with 
handicapped  children  in  order  to  understand  fully  her  role. 

I don't  believe  in  the  history  of  the  theater  that  an  ac- 
tress has  applied  herself  so  sympathetically  and  diligently 
to  her  assignment.  She  obviously  feels,  as  we  do,  that  the 
play  will  be  an  important  human  document,  and  wants  to  do 
all  she  can  to  make  it  a success. 

Most  of  our  photographs  of  Miss  Bancroft  will 
show  her  familiarizing  herself  with  the  actual  problems 
of  blind  children.  But  we  feel  it  essential  to  have  one 
picture  of  Miss  Bancroft  taken  with  Helen  Keller,  The 
picture  could  be  taken  in  a garden  or  living  room,  or  any 
place  else  you  suggest,  as  long  as  the  two  ladies  could 
be  posed  together.  We  are  most  anxious  not  to  cause  Miss 
Keller  any  inconvenience,  and  will  be  happy  to  work  as 
quickly  and  quietly  as  possible.  Because  of  Miss  Bancroft's 
professional  schedule  the  best  time  for  taking  the  pictire 
would  be  the  week  of  August  10th.  Could  you  let  us  know 
what  time  would  be  most  satisfactory  for  you  and  Miss  Keller, 
Please  feel  free  to  suggest  any  alternate  dates,  or,  if  you 
wish  to  talk  with  us  before  making  an  appointment,  do  call 
us  at  LIFE  Magazine,  JU.  6-1212.  I will  be  on  vacation  for 
the  next  two  weeks,  but,  if  you  care  to  call,  my  colleague, 
Mrs.  Laura  Nelson,  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

Again,  let  me  say  that  we  feel  this  play  has  much 
greater  significance  than  the  usual  Broadway  production, 
and  we  are  anxious  to  create  a moving  and  distinguished 
story.  We  will  be  grateful  for  your  help. 

Sincerely, 


Tom  Prideaux 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 


Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS'  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE;  LEASALIS.  NEW  YORK 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  for  sending  me  the  copy  of  your  July  I5th 
letter  to  Bill  Gibson. 

We  feel  very  strongly,  as  you  do,  that  Miss  Wolf son 
should  be  stopped  from  presenting  her  program  using 
material  based  on  Miss  Keller’s  life  - but  it  may 
very  well  be  that  the  weapon  will  be  ”invasion  of 
privacy"  instead  of  infringing  on  Gibson’s  play. 

The  brochure  from  Doubleday  arrived  this  morning  and 
I will  study  it  carefully. 

With  good  wishes. 


July  20,  1959 


Sincerely 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


LS:ec 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS'  REPRESENTATIVES 


Dear  Nella  - 

Herewith  Dinny  & The  Witches.  I'm  not  sure  how  well  it 
works  vn.thout  the  music  - in  fact,  I'm  not  sure  how  it 
works  with  the  music  - hut  I'll  find  out  the  first  from 
you,  and  ihe  second  from  the  production  this  fall,  if  it 
occurs  as  scheduledo  Mail  this  copy  hack  to  me  at  Stock- 
hridge  after  the  end  of  the  month. 

1 rather  regret  we  have  to  interfere  with  Muriel  Wolf son's 
creative  life.  I am  not  concerned  about  it  at  all:  I think 
you  may  well  he,  on  hehalf  of  Helen  and  Teacher,  and  I 
gather  Leah  and  the  production  lav/yer  are,  though  its  eco- 
nomic interference  with  us  seems  pretty  minute.  Still,  I 
suppose  a hundred  such  enterprises  could  spring  up  aro\ind 
us,  if  we  kept  hands  off.  How  they  propose  to  lay  hands 
on  I do  not  knov/. 

Nor  am  I concerned  if  you  veto  every  one  of  Arthur  Cantor's 
publicity  plans.  I had  a most  cordial  hut  implicitly  re- 
proachful letter  from  V/aterhouse,  saying  he  was  reading 
"in  the  newspapers"  of  Annie's  plans  to  visit  Perkins,  and 
wanted  to  do  everything  to  cooperate,  hut  he  was  off  to 
Europe,  the  teachers  and  kids  were  on  vacation  till  Sep- 
tember 15th,  they  didn't  know  when  to  expect  her,  and  so 
forthc  I wrote  him  apologizing  on  all  our  hehalf,  and 
passed  it  on  to  Annie  and  Cantor  v/ith  some  reproaches  of 
my  own;  the  self -infatuation  of  us  theatrefolk  is  some- 
times an  emharrassmento  Though  I should  add  that  Cantor 
himself  is  a very  sweet  guy,  there  is  simply  this  drive 
to  get  stuff  in  print. 

The  kids  are  climbing  over  this  typewriter  as  I write,  and 
I can't  think.  More  later. 


All  best. 


r 


Gibson 

Stockbridge 

Ilass, 


Gj->^  / 7 


Mrso  Keith  Henney 

Sncwville 

New  Hanpshlre 


i 


Gibson 

Stockbridge 

I4ass« 


Mrs  Keith  Henney 

Sncwville 

New  Han53shire 


' THIS  SIDE  OF  CARdT^~FOW  ADDRESS~^ 


Mrs  Keith  Henney 

SnowviUe 

New  Haupshire 


Dear  Nella 


Arthur  says  Burl  Ives  has  recorded 
the  song  in  an  album  or  LP  entitled  ''Captain  Noah' 
AEk"» 


Afftly, 


fsLu. 


V ) ' 


I'h.- 


Df>er  Helen  - 

We  began  rehearsals  on  The  Miracle  Vlorker  this  weeko  I 
have  little  to  report,  except  that  it  goes  well,  no  problems  so  faPo  I 
went  down  to  NT  on  Monday,  and  wal.king  into  the  Playhouse  Theatre  saw  a 
crowd  onstage  (in  Seesaw  we  had  only  two  actors,  and  iry  first  thought  here 
was.  What  if  this  mob  revolts?)  al],  getting  acquaintedo  Patricia  Neal  had 
just  arrived  from  England  the  night  before,  with  husband  and  two  children; 
Torin  Thatcher  had  arrived  from  Hollywood,  complete  with  genuine  beard  grown 
for  this  occasion,  and  vmgenuine  toupee  which  Arthur  Penn  the  director  is 
trying  to  dissuade  him  from  using;  James  Congdon  had  come  in  from  Cape  Cod, 

I had  driven  in  from  Stcckbridge  at  the  crack  of  dawn,  and  the  whole  sense 
was  of  people  converging  from  all  corners  onto  that  stage;  the  kids  were 
there  with  their  parents  safeguarding  them,  and  talking  with  one  mother  I 
learned  her  girl'  had  never  been  in  a professional  play  and  they  didn't  know 
in  the  least  what  they  were  going  to  do  when  school  starts  after  Labor  Day, 
she  said  they  were  "playing  it  by  ear".  So  there  was  a feeling  of  much 
personal  dislocation  and  disorder  ringing  the  production  round,  but  on 
the  stage  everything  soon  became  very  orderly:  the  actors  and  director  sat 
around  a long  table,  with  scripts,  and  each/  filled  out  a form  for  membbr- 
ship  in  Actors  Equity,  and  another  for  the  publicity  people  listing 
"thrilling  and  humerous  (sic)  experiences"  they  had  enjoyed  and  thought 
the  public  might,  too,  and  then  ltoxax«3aayi±KXB^^  the  stage-manafeer  read 
them  all  the  Equity  rules,  so  they'd  know  their  rights  (nothing  about 
revolting,  however),  and  then  for  the  next  two  days  they  continued  to  sit, 
with  decent  intervals  for  meals  and  sleeping,  and  read  the  play  aloud# 

Not  very  loud,  I must  say:  if  you  were  six  feet  away  you  could  hear  nothing. 
Ifeanwhile  Patty  Duke  aiKi  Lori  Heineman,  who  play  Helen  and  her  undei^tudy, 
sat  at  opposite  ends  of  the  table  conversing  down  itsUength  by  the  manual 
alphabet  in  air.  The  publicity  people  were  there,  interrogating  and  taking 
photos,  and  everybody  was  studying  the  model  of  the  stage-set  pn  another 
table,  and  three  huge  fans  were  blowing  the  air  around,  because  NT  has  been 
in  a torrid  spell,  and  I saw  I was  useless  and  asked  Arthur's  permission  to 
come  home  to  ray  faiiiily  for  a couple  of  days.  I talked  to  him  again  last 
night  by  phone,  and  he  says  it  continues  well,  and  though  I had  planned  to 
go  down  again  this  morning  he  told  me  to  wait  until  Jfonday,  so  I decided 
to  drop  you  this  line  instead.  I have  worked  out  a rationalization  for 
breathing  country  air  instead  of  NY  sweat,  it  is  that  I am  "pacing"  myself, 
and  when  everyone  else  is  tired  I will  come  in,  fresh  and  vigorous.  Thj.s 
sounds  well,  I think. 

Everyone  seems  really  to  love  the  material,  and  theie  are 
(on  the  mundane  side)  a couple  of  pre-production  movie  deals  being  discussed, 
whereby  Arthur,  Fred  Coe,  and  I would  constitute  a producing  unit  to  make 
the  movie  without  interference'  from  movie  moguls.  I'm  in  favor  of  such  a 
deal,  if  we  can  conclude  one  before  we  open  the  play,  becaxise  it  will  put 
the  production  in  the  black  at  once,  by  a good  margin,  and  eliminate  some 
of  the  anxiety  attached  to  theatre,  as  well  as  jncreasing  our  bank  accounts 
personally.  More  on  this  as  it  develops. 


With  all  best  wishes,  to  you 


and  Polly, 


i?tcr 


Gibson 

Stockbridge 

I'^ass. 


Mrsj  Keith  Henney 

Snowville 

New  Hampshire 


cQ>  CiUxi_  I 

^ -^ut  ^.'h/c^ieL 

y"4x. 

r'C'  ' 

/ ^ s 

>V  T't"' 


\ 


T ' 


a£-£L 

M ">t/CM^JL 


THE  PROUD  PARENTS  ARE 


■y 
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NEW  YORK  REHEARSAL 


PHILADELPHIA  REHEARSAL 


PHILADELPHIA  PREVIEW 


PHILADELPHIA  OPENING 


BOSTON  OPENING 


NEV7  YORK  PREVIEWS 


NSW  YORK  OPENING 


August  17  - September  7 


September  8 - September  10 


September  11 


September  12  - September  26 


September  - October  10 


October  lU,  15,  16,  17 


October  19 


PLAYHOUSE  THEATRE 
LOCUST  THEATRE 
LOCUST  THEATRE 
LOCUST  THEATRE 
WILBUR  THEATRE 


PLAYHOUSE  THEATRE 


PLAYHOUSE  THEATRE 


/ 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

Snowville 

New  Hangjshire 


Dear  Nella  - 

I \onderstand  the  first  money,  Fred's  option  payment, 
has  cleared  the  Dramatists  G\iild  and  they  supposedly 
have  sent  you  Helen's  share  and  yours:  if  not,  do  let 
me  know,  and  I'll  pursue  ito  My  tax  guy  is  t^^ing  to 
have  your  payments  come  from  the  business-office  oi 
the  production  rather  than  from  Leah,  for  seme  subtle 
tax  reason,  and  that  procedure  should  begin  with  the 
first  royalties  in  a week  or  twoo  Since  all.  of  ^y  own 
earnings  on  this  show  go  directly  into  four  trust  funds 
and  Tamarack,  I have  yet  to  see  a penny  and  am  some- 
what in  the  dark  about  the  mechanics  of  it,  all  ^ yet, 
but  I'll  illuminate  the  subject  for  both  of  us  in  due 
time.  All  goes  well,  and  I return  to  PhUly  t^^ow. 
See  you  in  Boston.  IJll  be  with  tte  connany  at  the 
Ritz,  hey  hey*  off  and  on. 


Dear  Helen 


/ 


I am  home  for  an  overnight  respite  from  The  Miracle 
Worker,  and  thought  I»d  take  advantage  of  this  first  piece  of  leisure 
with  a typewriter  to  drop  you  a word  about  ito  I phoned  Nella  to 
tell  her  it  was  going  well,  and  I suppose  you  have  heard  as  much 
from  her.  Our  opening  night  in  Philadelphia  was  so  enthusiastically 
received  it  made  me  nervous.  People  told  me  they'd  been  attending 
openings  for  twenty-five  years  and  had  never  seen  one  li^e  this 
etc.  What  made  me  nervous  was  that  the  show  did  not  deserve  this 
kind  of  response,  it  was  very  rough,  very  slow,  and  I thought  very 
uninteresting  visually.  However,  we  all  seemed  to  be  quite  awsre 
of  this,  and  the  applause  didn't  keep  us  from  worrying  and  working 
all  this  past  week,  so  I suppose  we're  not  being  ruined  by  success. 
There's  always  a "main  problem"  in  a production,  and  this  time  it 
isn't  the  script,  it's  the  set,  whi.ch  is  a cumbersome  piece  of 
architectTire  too  ld.g  for  the  stage,  and  rather  unhsrdsane  to  bootj 
the  designer  had  some  difficult  technical  problems  to  solve,  and 
he  did  solve  them  technically,  but  at  a considerable  sacrifice  of 
the  esthetic  look  of  things.  We  are  making  alterations  in  the  set, 
trying  to  simplify  its  my  initial  imag^  of  ths  play  was  that  it 
should  be  stagadwith  as  little  set  as  possible,  and  we  have  ended 
up  with  much  too  much,  so  now  we're  trying  to  strip  it  down.  This 
means  a lot  of  labor,  money,  and  rehearsal  time  have  to  be  expended, 
while  keeping  performances  going,  and  shooting  for  an  opening  in 
New  York  in  four  weeks,  all  of  which  is  part  of  the  anxiety-haunted 
atmosphere  of  every  production,  even  one  as  unprecedentedly  happy 
as  this,  I have  made  some  minor  changes  in  the  script,  taking  some 
lines  out  here,  putting  some  others  in  there,  and  cutting  one  scene 
that  I was  not  pleased  with,  JLLl  of  this  is  so  trivial  coi^pared  to 
what  I had  to  do  with  the  script  of  Two  for  the  Seesaw  it  is  hardly 
worth  mentioning,  and  the  cardinal  fact  about  the  production  is 
that  everyone's  love  for  the  stoiy  and  basic  satisfaction  witli  the 
script  has  made  all  o\ir  work  a pleasure  instead  of  an  agony,  I 
go  back  to  Philadelphia  tomorrow,  for  our  final  week,  and  next 
tackle  Boston,  I'll  write  about  that,  too:  it  could  be 
a different  story,  though  I hope  not. 


All  best  wishes  to  you 
and  Polly, 


American  Fonndation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 


EUSTACE  SELir.MAN 
Chairman,  Hoard  of  Truateen 
JANSEN  NOYES.  JR. 

Preaidenl 

•GEORCIE  F.  MEYER 
Vice~Freaident 
RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 

SccretaTT/ 

J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 
Treasurer 

•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 
•HELEN  A.  KELLER.  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 
Counaclor,  National  and 
International  Rclationa 


15  West  16th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 
Telephone:  Watkins  h-0420 

Co6Ie  Addresa:  Foundation,  New  York 

March  28,  I90O 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  so  much  for  sending  a gift  in  memory  of  Miss  Polly 
Thomson  to  this  Foundation  in  lieu  of  providing  flowers  at  her 
funeral. 

In  her  long  career  of  service  to  Miss  Keller  and  to  Miss  Keller's 
blind  and  deaf-blind  fellows,  only  once  did  Miss  Thonson  allow 
herself  to  stand  alone  in  the  limelight.  This  happened  in  1952 
when  she  received  a citation  fron  the  National  Institute  of  So- 
cial Sciences  at  a dinner  in  New  York.  There  she  was  lauded  for 
her  "long  and  devoted  seirvice  to  one  of  the  great  women  of  the 
century."  The  citation  went  on  to  say:  "Your  patience  and  under- 

standing and  invaluable  helpfulness  in  this,  your  life  work,  have 
directly  aided  untold  thousands  of  handicapped  throughout  the 
world.  You  have  truly  served  mankind. " 

There  is  little  we  can  add  to  this  summation  of  the  essence  of 
the  personality  of  Miss  Thomson.  To  Miss  Keller,  her  loss  is  ir- 
replaceable. We  join  with  her  at  this  time  of  supreme  sorrow  in 
her  life  in  expressing  deepest  thanks  to  you  for  your  kindly 
thought.  The  officers  and  Board  of  this  Foundation  join  with  me 
in  this  message  of  appreciation  to  you. 

Best  wishes. 


MRB:EJK 


Very  sincerely  yours, 

' : : 

M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


„th,-  -'ll.- 


•Hlinrf 
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S.  N.  Behrman 


40  East  88  Street 


New  York  28,  N.  Y. 


March  31,  i960 


Dear  Mrs,  Henney, 

Thank  you  deeply  for  your  exquisite  letter,  I 
have  had  quite  a few  but  none  like  yours, 

^ tell  you  that  though  I have  made  my 
living  by  v>rrlting  for  a great  many  years  (I  am  67) 
my  contact  with  Max  and  these  pieces  I have  done  on 
him  have  Involved  me  more  than  anything  I have  ever 
undertaken.  For  a long  time  I didn’t  think  I could 
write  about  him  and  then,  finally,  with  the  help 
of  the  Editor  of  The  New  Yorker,  William  Shawn,  who 
is  a remarkably  sensitive  man,  I fell  to  and  got 
through  it.  There  was  something  in  Max's  quality 
that  I have  never  felt  in  anyone  else,  I used  to 
tnink  and  still  think,  why  can't  this  point  of  view 
be  more  pervasive,  I am  moved  to  say  all  this  by 
your  letter  which  I cherish. 


It  1 j 5 pleased  that  Siegfried  Sassoon  is  an 
old  favorite  of  yours.  He  is  a very  old  friend 
of  mine,  I had  a little  Job  on  the  Times  Book  Review 
when  I graduated  from  college  and  went  to  interview 
him.  We  have  been  friends  ever  since.  My  last 
meeting  with  him  affected  me  because  there  were  tragic 
elements  in  his  life.  I'll  try  not  to  do  anything  to 
disrupt  your  putting  me  into  a triumvirate  with 
Sassoon  and  Max, 


Thank  you  again, 
letter. 


I 


think  I understand  your 


Very  cordially  yours, 


David  M.  Levy,  M.  D. 

Ai  East  77tm  street 
New  York  ai.  New  York 


April  i960 


Dear  Nella, 

Your  enclosed  excerpt  from  Henry  James 
really  is  a 'beautiful  tribute  and  I am 
glad  you  gave  me  an  opportunity  to 
read  it. 

Yes,  you  are  among  the  bereaved. 

Adele  was  drawn  to  you  at  once. 


Sincerely, 


I'frs.  Nella  Henny 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 


A inericau  Foundation  for  thu  Blind,  Inc. 


EUSTACK  SELIGMAN 
ChniTman.  Board  of  Truatees 
JANSEN  NOYES,  JK. 

Prraidtnt 

GEORGE  F.  MEYER 
yicc'Prcaident 
RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 
Secretary 
J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 
Treasurer 

M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 
HELEN  A.  KELLER,  l.h.d..  ll  d 
Couneelor,  National  and 
International  Rclationa 
HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER 
Honorary  President 


15  West  16th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 
Telephone:  Watkins  4-0420 

Cable  Addrees:  Foundation.  New  York 


April  5,  19  60 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

In  the  passing  of  Polly  Thomson  another  important  chapter  in  Helen  Keller's 
life  has  drawn  to  a close. 

I know  you  will  be  relieved  to  hear  that  Helen  is  taking  her  loss  philosophically, 
sustained  by  her  deep  faith. 

Of  course,  she  has  been  prepared  for  the  outcome  by  Polly's  lamentable  illness 
of  two  and  a half  years,  and  the  hopelessness  of  the  situation  since  Polly  was 
last  taken  to  the  hospital  on  December  1,  1959.  Funeral  arrangements  were  made 
in  accordance  with  written  instructions  left  by  Polly. 

Helen's  brother,  Phillips,  spent  a few  days  at  Arcan  Ridge  and  her  sister,  Mildred, 
is  visiting  there  now. 

Helen  is  well  cared  for.  Her  secretary,  Evelyn  Seide,  the  nurse,  Mrs.  Corbally, 
and  the  domestic  staff  have  all  mastered  the  manual  alphabet  and  are  serving  her 
devotedly. 

The  house  is  in  excellent  order,  the  meals  carefully  planned,  and  Helen  is  busy 
with  reading  for  which  she  did  not  have  time  in  the  past,  and  in  attending  to 
correspondence  with  the  assistance  of  Mrs.  Seide 

Her  days  are  fully  occupied  and  she  is  at  peace  and  contented. 

With  Helen's  welfare  at  heart,  I feel  you  will  be  glad  to  know  that  matters  are 
well  in  hand . 


Sincerely, 
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Board  of  Trustees 


JAMES  S.  ADAMS 
New  York.  N.  Y. 


COL.  E.  A.  BAKER.  M.C..  O.B.E. 
Managing  Director.  Canadian 
National  Inatitute  for  the  Blind. 
Toronto.  Ontario.  Canada 


KATHARINE  CORNELL 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


DR.  FRANCIS  J.  CUMMINGS 

Executive  Secretary.  The  Delaware 
Commlailon  for  the  Blind. 
Wilmington.  Del. 


DR  GABRIEL  FARRELL 

Director  Emeritus.  Perkins 
School  for  the  Blind. 
Watertown.  Maas. 


WINTHROP  K.  HOWE.  JR. 

Ex-Member.  New  York  State 
Commission  for  the  Blind. 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

HOWARD  M.  LtECHTY 

Vice-President.  Matilda  Ziegler 
Publishing  Company 
for  the  Blind,  Inc., 

Monsey,  N.  Y. 

GEORGE  Macdonald 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

ROBERT  E.  McCORMICK 
New  York.  N.  V. 

garfifxd  d.  m'erner 

San  Francisco.  Calif. 

GEORGE  F.  MEYER 

Executive  Director.  New  Jersey 
Commission  for  the  Blind. 
Ne\%ark.  f{.  J. 


RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 

New  York.  N...Y.  t ^ 

J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

JANSEN  NOYES.  JR. 

New  York,  N.  Y. 

D.  W.  OVERBEAY 

President.  American  Association 
of  Instructors  of  the  Blind. 
Vinton.  Iowa 

DR.  JOHN  PALFREY 

Dean.  Columbia  College 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

FBER  L.  PALMER  , „ . o.  . 

Superintendent.  New  York  State 
^hool  for  the  Blind. 

Batavia.  N.  Y. 

STEPHEN  L.  PORTER 
White  Plains.  N.  Y. 


ROBERT  M.  PROUTY 

Massachusetts  Association  for 
Promoting  the  Intere^  of  the 
Adult  Blind.  Boston.  Mass. 

PETER  J.  SALMON  _ . . , . 

Executive  Diredor.  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind. 

Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

M,nn»poH, 

Society  for  the  Blind.  Inc.. 
Minneapolis.  Minn. 

^ American  Association 

of  Workers  for  the  Blind. 
Raleigh.  N.  C. 

HELEN  ZIEGLER  , , 

President.  Matilda  Ziegler 
Publishing  Company 
for  the  Blind.  Inc. 

Monsey.  N.  Y. 
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April  9,  i960 


Mr,  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr,,  President 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and 
American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind 
15  Broad  Street 
New  York,  New  York 

Dear  Jan: 

Before  summing  up  my  meeting  Wednesday  with  you,  Robert 
Barnett,  Borden  Mace,  and  Martin  Maloney,  concerning  the 
possible  reuse  on  television  of  our  film,  HELEN  KELLER  IN 
HER  STORY,  which  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and 
the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind  now  own,  I must 
first  restate  the  considered  judgment  of  the  so-called 
creators  and  donors  of  the  film,  namely:-  Katharine  Cornell, 
Nella  Braddy  Henney,  Martha  Graham,  Gladys  Swarthout,  Dr, 
and  Mrs,  David  M.  Levy,  Mrs,  Bethsabee  de  Rothschild,  and 
myself, 

I have  not  Included  in  this  list  the  names  of  James  Shute 
(script  writer),  Morgan  Lewis  (composer),  Robert  Russell 
Bennett  ( orchestrator ) , Richard  Carver  Wood  (technical  di- 
rector), or  Joe  Lipkowitz  (camera  man),  because  they  were 
each  paid  for  their  services,  but  each  was  paid  a union 
minimum  or  a whimsical  minimum  set  by  me.  Nor  do  I 

include  the  invaluable  services  of  the  technical  editors, 
Butterfield  and  Wolf,  and  their  top  editor,  Robert  Collin- 
son,  for  they  too  were  paid,  but  they  contributed  many  weeks 
of  devoted  work,  again  at  minimum,  to  help  make  this  film 
as  true  a documentary  of  Helen  Keller  as  was  humanly  possi- 
ble, Nor  do  I include  Helen  Keller  and  Polly  Thomson, 

for  each  received  an  advance  of  $2,500,  to  appear  in  this 
film  about  themselves,  but  they  too  gave  tirelessly  of  every 
faculty  - physical,  spiritual,  and  editorial  - to  insure 
that  the  picture  should  be  true  and  accurate.  Nor  do 

I include  the  names  of  individuals  and  Institutions  the 
world  over  - from  Japan,  New  Zealand,  and  Australia  to 
i^gypt,  Africa,  and  Israel,  from  Mrs,  Roosevelt  in  Hyde  Park 
to  President  Eisenhower  in  Washington  - who  gave  of  their 
time  and  effort  in  appearing  in,  or  supplying  for  the  film 
newsreel  shots  that  would  heighten  and  round  out  the  pic- 
ture, Nor  do  I Include  the  names  of  the  various  news- 

reel companies  both  here  and  abroad,  who  either  gave  freely 
or  at  cost  what  newsreels  they  possessed  on  the  subject, 
because  I was  able  to  tell  them  this  film  was  being  made 
as  a labor  of  love.  Nor  do  I Include  on  the  list  of 

donors  William  Fitelson  who  gave  his  services  for  months  in 
an  attempt  to  achieve  commercial  distribution  for  the  film; 
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RELIEFER.  NEW  YORK 


American  Foundation  /cr  Overseas  Blind,  Inc. 

FORMERLY  AMERICAN  BRAILLE  i'RES.S  FOR  WAR  CIVILIAN  BLIND  (FOUNDED  I915) 
22  WEST  17TH  STREET,  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y. 


June  1 , I960 


OFFICERS 

Eustace  Seligman 
Chairman 

Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 
President 

Richard  H.  Micel 
I'ice-President 

•Peter  J.  Salmon 
Secretary 

.Alexander  M.  Lauchlin 
Treasurer 


•Helen  Keller 
Counselor, 

International  Relations 


Mrs  . Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Frost  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs . Henney: 

As  I am  sure  you  know,  our  mutual  friend,  Helen  Keller,  will  reach 
another  milestone  with  the  celebration  of  her  80th  birthday  on 
lune  27.  It  has  been  suggested--and  I am  happy  to  tell  you  that 
Helen  has  agreed — that  a small  group  of  her  closest  friends  should 
entertain  her  on  that  day  at  a luncheon  to  be  held  at  12:30  P.M.  at 
the  Gotham  Hotel,  Fifth  Avenue  and  55th  Street,  New  York  City. 


•M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


•Eric  T.  Boulter 
Field  Director 


We  know  that  Helen  would  be  especially  pleased  if  it  were  possible 
for  you  and  Mr.  Henney  to  be  with  her  on  this  occasion  and  I share 
her  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  do  so.  Will  you  please  be  good 
enough  to  send  me  a reply  as  quickly  as  possible,  indicating 
whether  either  or  both  of  you  will  be  able  to  accept  this  warm 
invitation . 


F.  Abbott  Ingalls 
Director, 

Europe — Middle  East  Region 


REGIOI^AL  OFFICES 
Europe — Middle  East 

14  RUE  DARU 
PARIS  8.  FRANCE 

Far  East 

GOCHANGCO  BLDG.,  SAN  LUIS  ST. 
MANILA.  PHILIPPINES 

Latin  America 

AGUSTINAS  715,  OFF.  JI3-II4 
SANTIAGO,  CHILE 


•Blind 


At  the  conclusion  of  the  luncheon  party,  Helen  has  graciously 
consented  to  participate  in  a small  function,  also  to  be  held  at  the 
Gotham  Hotel,  during  which  the  newly-founded  Helen  Keller 
International  Award  for  distinguished  service  to  the  blind  will  be 
presented  to  its  first  recipient.  Colonel  Edwin  A.  Baker  of  Canada. 
This  ceremony  will  commence  at  2:30  P.M.  and  last  for  not  more 
than  forty-five  minutes.  If  you  would  care  to  attend,  we  shall,  of 
course,  be  delighted.  Perhaps  you  will  be  good  enough  to  Indicate 
your  ability  or  otherwise  in  your  reply. 

It  is  my  earnest  hope  that  I may  have  the  great  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  when  we  gather  to  extend  personal  birthday  greetings  to  Helen 
on  the  27th . 


Sincerely  yours, 

Jansen  Noyes./  ]T.iJ 
President 


JN:mk 

P.  S.  Please  send  your  reply  to  me  at  22  West  17  Street,  New  York. 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


JAMES  S.  ADAMS 

New  York,  New  York 

*Col.  E.  A.  BAKER,  M.C.,  O.B.E. 

Managing  Director,  Canadian 
National  institute  for  the  Blind, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  Canada 

PRINCESS  MARGARET 

DRAPER  BONCOMPAGNI 

New  York,  New  York 

BERNARD  S.  CARTER 

Paris,  France 

•JOSEPH  F.  CLUNK 

Managing  Director,  Philadelphia  Branch, 
Pennsylvania  Association  for  the  Blind, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


MISS  KATHARINE  CORNELL 

New  York,  New  York 

DR.  GABRIEL  FARRELL 

Cambridge,  Mass. 

DR.  GEORGE  A.  FITCH 

Taipeh,  Formosa 

VICE-ADMIRAL  C.  S.  FREEMAN 

New  York,  New  York 

DR.  C.  L.  HSIA 

New  York,  New  York 

ALEXANDER  M.  LAUGHLIN 

New  York,  New  York 

GARFIELD  D.  MERNER 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 


•GEORGE  F.  MEYER 

Executive  Director,  New  Jersey 
State  Commission  for  the  Blind, 
Newark,  N.  J. 

RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 

New  York,  New  York 

JANSEN  NOYES,  Jr. 

New  York,  New  York 

STEPHEN  L.  PORTER 

white  plains.  New  York 

*PETER  J.  SALMON 

Executive  Director,  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


FRANK  K.  SANDERS,  Jr. 

New  York,  New  York 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN 

New  York,  New  York 

GEORGE  C.  SUMNER 

Cambridge  Mass. 

LOWELL  THOMAS 

New  York,  New  York 

CHARLES  TOREM 

Paris,  France 

WILLIAM  ZIEGLER,  111 

New  York.  New  York 
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June  15,  I think 


^earest 

^it  and'hoth  think  your  letter  to  ^elen  is  wonderful  and  iust 
K 

right.  It  gives  her  the  chance  to  pick  up  almost  from  there  ifi  she 
wants  to,  or  to  go  back  and  review  the  entire  tragedy  if  she  has 
the  courage  to  do  so.  In  any  event,  your  writing  her  so  naturally 
and  without  any  recriminations,  accusations  or  self^ensiveness 
must  relieve  your  heart  and  must  do  much  to  relieve  Helen's,  We  pray 
that  it  will  allow  Helen  to  write  to  you,  and  begin  to  make  up  these 
lost  months  without  you. 

As  I told  you,  we  are  going  doini  for  the  birthday,  and  mirabella 
dictu  (I  shouldn't  use  these  expressions  if  I cant  spell  them)  Helen, 
Mildred  and  Mrs.  Corbelly  are  coming  up  here  for  the  ^th  of  July 
weekend  The  most  mirabelli  dictu  part  of  it  all  will  be  if  we  can 
at  this  late  date  get  themreservations  on  a plane  or  train,  but  I 
think  they  would  be  wise  to  c;^ome  by  car  as  it  is  barely  more  than 
a four  hour  drive  from  there  to  Woods  ^ole,  and  quite  a pleasant  one 
up  the  Conn.  Turnpike,  and  down  the  Ggpe.  David  Devy  is  coming  that 
weekend,  too,  and  if  you  haven't  heard  from  Helen  before  then,  I feel 
you  ^ill  shortly  thereafter,  for  I know  he  will  be  able  to  talk  some- 
how to  •‘^elen  about  you,  just  as  we  all  are  going  to  try.  Quietly,  and 
not  force-feeding,  but  think  she  must  be  readying  herself  to  listen. 

Mildred  says  they  had  a wonderful  time  in  Cambridge  and  that 
Helen  made  a very  cufcespeech  about  her  garden,  I don't  know  what  hddge 
I've  been  sleeping  behind  not  to  realize  that  Helen  was  going  there. 

Kit  knew,  but  I guess  I've  been  reading  the  wrong  pages  01  the  paper, 
and  also  working  very  hard  on  the  Barn,  It  is  becoming  quite  an  attract 
ive  and  not  too  odd  affair,  and  I try  to  keep  myself  from  night-maring 
about  the  bills  which  have  yet  to  come  in. 

Kit  joins  in  much  love  to  you  and  Keith,  and  I will  tell 
you  all  about  the  birthday.  W«  cant  stay  for  the  award  giving  as  Kit 
must  have  a slight  skin  cancer  removed  from  her  face  that  afternoon  at 
three,  and  it  cannot  be  postponed.  Not  from  seriousness,  but  because 
that  is  the  only  time  the  doctor  can  take  her.  Well  more  anon, 
and  meanwhile 


fiver  devotedly 


WAtkins  .J-0.12O 

CABI.K  ADDRFSS: 

RKLIEKI'R.  NF.W  YORK 

American  Foundation  far  Overseas  Blind,  Inc. 

FORMERLY  AMERICAN  BRAILLE  I'RESS  FOR  WAR  CIVILIAN  BLIND  (FOUNDED  1 ()  1 r,) 
22  WEST  17™  STREET,  NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y. 


June  20,  i960 


OFFICERS 


Eustace  Seligman 
Chairman 

Jansen  Noyes.  Jr. 
President 

Richard  H.  Micel 
Vice-President 

•Peter  J.  Salmon 
Secretary 

Alexander  M.  Lauchlin 
Treasurer 


•Helen  Keller 
Counselor, 

International  Relations 


•M.  Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


•Eric  T.  Boulter 
Field  Director 


llrs.  Keith  Henney, 
Foss  Mountain, 
Snowville , 

New  Hampshire. 


Dear  Nella, 

Mr.  Jan  Noyes  Jr.  has  asked  me  to  tell  you  how  very 
sorry  he  is  to  learn  that  neither  you  nor  your  husband 
\7ill  be  able  to  attend  the  intimate  party  for  Helen 
on  the  2Yth.  You  Imow  that  I too  share  his  regrets. 

You  may  be  sure  that  your  greetings  will  be  ei-ctended 
to  Helen  on  that  day,  and  we  know  that  she  woo  i-iill  be 
terribly  sorry  at  being  unable  to  greet  you  in  person. 


F.  Abbott  Incalls 
Director, 

Europe — Middle  East  Region 


REGIONAL  OFFICES 
Europe — Middle  East 

14  RUE  daru  ETB:PH 

PARIS  8.  FRANCE 

Far  East 

GOCHANGCO  bldg.,  SAN  LUIS  ST. 

MANILA.  PHILIPPINES 

Latin  America 

AGU.ST1NAS  715,  OFF.  II5-II4 
SANTIAGO.  CHILE 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Eric  T.  Boulter 
Field  Director. 
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Jansen  NOYES,  jr. 

born  1917  Montclair,  NJ 
graduated  Cornell  1939 

partner  Hemnhill,  Noyes  & Co.,  l5  Broad  St., NYC  5 
residence,  299  Hollow  Tree  Ridge  Road,  Darxen,  Conn. 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Treasurer  and  Trustee 
American  Foundation  for  the  Overseas  Blind,  Vice-President  and  Director 
National  Industries  for  the  Blind,  Inc.,  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
Brentano's,  Inc.,  Director 

(from  Poor's  Register  of  Director  and  Executives,  1958) 


Miss  Virginia  Patton,  secretary  to  the  Rt.  Rev.  Angus  Dun, 

(EX  3 -7878)  1702  Rhode  Island  Ave.,  N.  W.,  Washingtono,  D.C. 

referred  me  to;  Mrs.  Tucker,  Secretary  totiie  Dean  of  the  Cathedral 
(Wo  6-3500) 


Mr.  Noyes  has  been  dovm  to  the  Cathedral,  and  there  has  been  quite  a bit 
of  correspondence.  Two  things  are  delaying  the  ceremony: 

1,  they  are  getting  another  um  to  match  the  two  they  have  already^*^ 

2.  Helen  Keller  has  said  that  she  is  not  ready  to  come  down  yet,  and 
she  wants  to  be  here  when  the  ceremony  takes  place. 
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Deai*est  Nellas 


8/9/60 


It  was  nice  talking  with  you  the  other  evening. 
Glad  to  hear  all  is  well  with  you  and  your  family, 

Mr.  Noyes  was  here  on  Friday  for  luncheon,  after 
which  he  and  Helen  had  a nice  visit.  He  told  her  all 
about  the  ceremony  in  Washington,  I gave  him  your 
message  but  he  said  he  vioiold  send  the  information  to 
Polly's  brother  so  I let  the  matter  drop. 

All  is  well  here  at  Arcan  Ridge,  I shall  send  you 
a few  books  as  soon  as  I can  get  them  wrapped  up.  Still 
up  to  ears  in  mail  but  I am  starting  to  see  the 
bottom  of  the  carton. 


Helen  is  well  and  keeping  busy  with  the  mail  and  her 
books.  She  is  enjoying  her  garden  so  much  this  year. 
The  roses  are  still  lovely  and  very  raudi  in  evidence. 

Must  get  back  to  ny  chores  now.  Keep  well  - have  a 
good  summer  and  come  back  in  the  fall  rested. 
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CHELEf^  IKEEEEliR 


Dearest  Nellai 


August  16,  I960 


telephoned  yesterday  and 
asked  if  I wuld  forward  the  enclosed  newspaper  cliop- 

^ - l™-*  if  y™.  re^ulr. 

CortoU,  to  wrap  up  the  book*  I I 

thm  7^  r "io^s  not  require  . full-tiro  nur! 

thew  IS  no  reason  why  Mrs.  C.  can't  help  me,  so  I am 
ginning  to  allocate  some  of  the  office  worit  to  her. 


Colton.  Gallantz  5<  Fernbach 

COUNSELLORS  AT  LAW 


EDWARD  E.  COLTON 
GEORGE  G.  GALLANTZ 
JOHN  R.  FERNBACH 


7<45  FIFTH  AVENUE 
N EW  YORK  22,  N.  Y. 
PLAZA  9-1130 


JUSTIN  A.  MENUS  CABLE  ADDRESS  EOECOLT  NEWYORK 

LILLIAN  KALTMAN 


August  19,  i960 


r^s.  Nella  B.  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Re;  "THE  MIRACLE  WORKER" 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

We  have  finally  secured  the  signature  of 
Helen  Keller  on  the  necessary  documents  and  I have,  there- 
fore, crossed  out  your  signature  as  attorney-in-fact  for 
Helen  Keller. 


As  I told  you  over  the  phone,  we  had  to 
amend  the  agreements  you  signed  in  order  to  satisfy  Miss 
Keller  and  also  had  to  agree  to  pay  her  additional  moneys 
which  belong  solely  to  her.  I am  therefore  enclosing 
herewith  the  following: 

1.  Six  copies  of  said  amendatory  agreement.  Will  you  be 
good  enough  to  sign  and  have  your  husband  sign  all 
copies  at  the  place  indicated  for  your  signature  and 
initial  at  each  place  thereof  where  f/[iss  Keller  has 
initialed  same. 

2.  Two  copies  of  the  letter  of  distribution.  The  manner 
in  which  your  shane  is  paid  is  set  forth  therein.  If 
anything  is  not  clear,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  call 
me. 


There  is  also  enclosed  one  copy  of  the  motion 
picture  grant  agreement  referred  to  in  the  documents  which 
you  have  previously  signed.  Would  you  be  good  enough  to  ini- 
tial it  and  return  same  to  me.  On  it  you  will  note  the  ini- 
tials of  Miss  Keller. 


Cordially, 


EEC/fs 

Enclosures 


Edwaird  E.  Colton 


( 


American  Found  at  Ion  for  the  Blind,  fur. 


KUSTACK  SEMfIMAN 
Chairmmi,  Hoard  uf  Truntren 
JANSEN  NOYES.  Jit. 

Hri-Hidrnf 

GEOItOE  F.  MEYER 
V i c i;  -I‘tch  idf  » I 
RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 
Secrctar]/ 

J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 
Trr.afturcr 

M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Kxccutive  Director 
HELEN  A.  KELLER,  l.h.d.,  ll.d. 
Counselor,  National  and 
International  Relations 

HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER 
Honorary  President 


15  West  16th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.Y. 
Telephone : Watkins  U-OU^Q 

Cable  Address:  Foundation,  New  York 


August  25,  i960 


Mrs , Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  St. 

Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


I must  apologize  for  not  having  answered  your 
letter  on  May  3 before.  I have  really  tried 
my  best  to  find  the  poem  'In  the  Garden  of  the 
Lord"  by  Helen  Keller  but  so  far  have  had  no 
success . 


It  is  really  a most  frustrating  business.  I shall 
still  continue  looking  for  the  poem  and  let  you 
know  if  I should  find  it. 


We  have  Just  gotten  out  a new  edition  of  the 
Helen  Keller  pamphlet,  one  copy  of  which  is 
enclosed.  I hope  you  like  it.  Please  let  me 
know  if  you  wish  additional  copies. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Helga  Lende 
Librarian 


HL:pJs 

Enclosure 


Please  see  other  side 
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JAMES  S.  ADAMS 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

COL.  E.  A.  BAKER.  M.C..  O.B.E. 
ManaKinK  Director.  Canadian 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
Toronto.  Ontario,  Canada 

KATHARINE  CORNELL 
New  York.  N.Y. 

DR.  FRANCIS  J.  CUMMINGS 

Executive  Secretary,  The  Delaware 
CommiMion  for  the  Blind. 
WilminKton,  Del. 

ENOS  CURTIN 

Prealdent.  National  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  BiindneM 
New  York,  N.  Y 

DR.  GABRIEL  FARRELL 
Director  Emeritua.  Perkini 
School  for  the  Blind. 

Watertown,  Maa«. 
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Board  of  Trustees 


WINTHROP  K.  HOWE.  JR. 
Ex'Member,  New  York  State 
CommiMion  for  the  Blind, 
New  York.  N.  Y 

HOWARD  M.  LIECHTY 

Vice-Preaident,  Matilda  Ziejrler 
PubliKhinjc  Company 
fm-  the  Blind,  Inc.. 

Monaey.  N.Y. 

GEORGE  MarDONALD 
New  York.  N.  Y 

ROBERT  E.  MrCORMlCK 
New  York.  N.  Y 

GARFIELD  D.  MERNER 
San  Franciaco.  Calif. 

GEORGE  F.  MEYER 

Executive  Director.  New  Jeraey 
t^immtaaion  for  the  Blind. 
Newark.  N.  J. 


RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 
New  York.  N.  Y 

J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 
New  York.  N.Y 

JANSEN  NOYES.  JR. 

New  York,  N.Y 

D.  W.  OVERBEAY 

Preaident,  American  Aaaocialion 
of  Inalructora  of  the  Blind. 
Vinton,  Iowa 

DR.  JOHN  PALFREY 
Dean.  Columbia  Colletre. 

New  York.  N.Y 

KBER  L.  PALMER  . . ^ 

Superintendent.  New  York  State 
Sch<K)l  for  the  Blind, 

Bauvia,  N.  Y. 

STEPHEN  L.  PORTER 
\^ite  Plalna.  N.  Y 


BERT  M.  PROUTY 
Maaaaehuaetta  AMOcintJon  for 
Promotinff  the  Intereeta  of  the 
Adult  Blind.  Boston.  Mo-m. 
TER  J.  SALMON 
Executive  Director.  Indualnal 
Home  for  the  Blind. 

Brooklyn.  N.  Y 
ISTACE  SELIGMAN 
New  York,  N.  Y 
RON  M.  SMITH 
Executive  Director.  Minneapolu* 
S««5iety  for  the  Blind.  Inc.. 
Minneapolis.  Minn. 

A.  WOOD  . . * 

Preeident.  American  AMOcialfon 
of  Workem  for  the  Blind. 
Raleigh,  N.  C. 

:LEN  ZIEGLER 
Preftident.  Matilda  Zie*fler 
Publiahins  Company 
for  the  Blind.  Inc.. 

Monaey.  N.  Y 


Sept.  5,  i960 


Dearest  Ann, 


Helen  talked  with  me  over  the  telephone 
last  night.  She  was  very  sweet.  She  and  Mrs.  Corbally 

and  when 
,d  called 
,hey  were 

goliig^^to  he  with  the  Clarks  I had  sent  them  my 
love  Then  they  began  to  reminisce  about  the  good 
times  we  had  all  had  together  and  Eddie  said  ’v^y 
don't  we  call  Nella.  This  was  perfectly  natural, 
they  used  to  do  it  fairly  o^’ten  when  they  were  to- 
gether down  there  and  I was  up  here.  Ethel  asked 
.Helen  if  she  would  like  to  speak  to  me  too  and  she 
said  Yes.  She  asked  about  Keith  and  sent  love, 
asked  about  the  coons,  said  she  was  fine  and  that 
she  might  come  up  here  to  see  us  some  time.  I am 
glad  that  it  all  came  about  in  a way  that  was  easy 
for  her  and  I think  that  from  here  on  she  will  act 
as  if  nothing  had  ever  happened  between  us.  It 
came  so  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  that  I was 
pretty  well  shook  up  afterwards.  Still  am  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  but  I think  all  is  well,  I have 
written  Bill  and  Nancy  and  Lenore. 

Lots  of  love, 


were  having  dinner  witn  .c<xnej.  ana  £.uuj.b. 
perfectly  natural  for  my  name  to  com^  w 
Ethel  asked  about  me  Helen  said  thai^i^  T*aa 
eiiv-incT  tViP  afternoon  and  found  out  that  t 
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Philip  Smilli  Landing 
WoKcLoro,  M cvv  Hampshire 


Hemphill,  Noyes  CS,  Co. 

MEMBERS  NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCHANGE 

15  Broad  Street 
New  York  5.  N.Y 

HAnover  2-AI20 


September  7,  I960 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  September  3rd  concerning 
the  check  which  you  received  from  The  Miracle  Worker  photoplay 
deal . 


I will  forward  your  letter  to  me  to  Helen  in  a little 
while.  First,  however,  I wish  to  let  her  have  the  chance  to  work 
out  certain  tax  and  income  problems  concerning  which  she  has  come 
to  me. 


This  money  is,  of  course,  all  your  own  and  you  should 
feel  no  obligation  to  give  any  of  it  to  anyone.  Under  the  agree- 
ments as  novj  signed,  you  have  already  given  the  Foundation  the 
d^£^_^come  from  the  photoplay. 

I hope  you  and  Mr.  Henney  have  been  having  a fine 
summer  and  I shall  look  forvvard  to  hearing  from  you  on  your 
return. 


J.  Noyes,  Jr./jp 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  ^ 575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 

MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


September  13,  I960 


Dear  Nella: 

Herewith  the  semi-annual  royalty 
report  along  with  a small  check, 

I do  hope  you  had  a good  summer. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 

111  Fifth  Street 

Garden  City,  Long  Island 

KlicC  jmah 
end. 


Box  927 

GENERAL  BEADLE  STATE  TEACHERS  COLLEGE 

MADISON,  SOUTH  DAKOTA 


DIVISION  OF  Language  and  Literature 


September  23,  i960 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

Nancy  Hamilton  gave  me  your  address. 

She  knows  that  a friend  and  former  professor 
of  mine  and  I would  like  to  do  a book  about 
Anne  Sullivan  Macy  for  teen-age  readers. 

Nor  do  we  wish  to  rewrite  your  most 
authoritative  work] 

Have  you  any  suggestions  about  materials 
regarding  the  Sullivans,  tho  Mansfields,  and  the 
almshouses  of  the  l880's? 

Any  ideas  you  may  have  on  this  matter 
would  be  greatly  appreciated. 

Sincerely  yours, 

(Dr.)  Ruth  Crone 

Assistant  Professor 

of  English  and  Journalism 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC  15  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


September  28,  1960 


Dear  Mrs.  Heimey: 

Ken  tells  me  that  you  have  asked  for  Miss  Barbara 
Ellis'  address.  I am  quite  sure  that  you  will  be  able 
to  reach  her  at  106  Fourth  Street,  Sausalito,  Calif- 
ornia. You  may,  or  may  not  .know  that  her  married 
name  is  Mrs.  Howard  M.  Sims. 

1 hope  you  will  find  this  information  adequate;  if  not, 
please  do  not  hesitate  to  write  again. 


Ursula  Sommer 
Assistant  to 
Ken  McCormick 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville 
New  Hampshire 


ec/ 


Telephones  Temple  Bar  2000-7-8  • Vxgollan,  Rand,  London  • Trade  <(;  Deliveries,  30  Maiden  Lane  WG 

DIRECTORS 

VICTOR  OOLLANCZ-  FRANK  STRAWSON  - RUTH  GOLLANCZ 
DOROTHY  IIORSMAN  • JOHN  BUSH  • HILARY  RUBINSTEIN  • LIVIA  GOLLANCZ  • ELINOR  MURPHY 

VICTOK  GOLLANCZ,  LTD 

14  Henrietta  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.2 


LONDON 


21st  September  196b 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney, 
111  Fifth  Street, 
Garden  City, 

Long  Island, 

New  York. 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney, 


W'e  are  writing  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Ken  McCormick 
to  ask  whether  you  would  be  willing  to  contribute  to  a book 
for  8-12  year  olds  which  we  have  in  preparation.  The 
provisional  title  of  this  book  is  HEROES  OF  HUMANITY,  and 
the  aim  is  to  give  young  people  some  account  of  the  lives 
of  fifteen  men  and  women  of  the  present  day  who  have  made 
a notable  contribution  to  the  service  of  humanity.  The 
particular  individuals  we  want  to  cover  areas  follows: 
Schweitzer,  alf  Clint,  Vinoba  Bhave,  Luthuli,  the  Abbe 
Pierre,  Danilo  Dolci,  Father  Borelli  of  Naples,  Casals, 
Elizabeth  Pilenko,  Najmeh  Najafi,  Group  Captain  Cheshire, 
Nansen,  Edith  Cavell,  Mrs.  Roosevelt  and  Helen  Keller.  ihe 
purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  inquire _ whether  you  would  be  ^ 
willing  to  contribute  a 3,o0u  word  piece  about  Helen  Keller. 

I need  not  say  how  pleased  and  privileged  we  should  feel  ii 
you  were  able  to  write  this  chapter . 

I ought  to  say  that  the  money  we  can  offer  is,  by  American 
standards,  very  paltry.  We  should  pay,  initially,  the  sum 
of  15  guineas  for  the  right  to  include  the  contribution  in  our 
own  edition,  and  we  should  also  want  to  control  the  American 
and  translation  rights.  If  we  sold  the  book  to  an  American 
publisher  - and  I very  much  hope  we  do  - we  should  make  t-ne 
following  additional  payments: 


(a)  If  we  sell  sheets,  and  the  American  publisher 
pays  no  separate  royalty,  we  shall  divide  10^ 
of  the  net  proceeds  among  the  fifteen  contribut 
and  the  artist  in  sixteen  equal  shares. 


■k 


All  mannsJTipts  anti  otlior  documenta  subnilttod  to  Ihe  firm,  whether 
aucl,  while  every  pOAslble  cure  Is  taken,  lu  the  event  of  loss  or  damage 


quest  of  Uic  firm  or  othorwlae.  are  submitted  nt  tlie  author’s  risk : ^ 
jcripts,  etc.,  the  company  cannot  hold  Itself  In  any  way  re-sponslblo  A 
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(b)  If  the  American  publisher  takes  sheets  and 
pays  a separate  royalty,  or  if  he  sets  the 
book  up  over  there  and  pays  a royalty,  we 
shall  divide  75%  of  the  royalty  received 
among  the  fifteen  contributors  and  the  artist 
in  sixteen  equal  shares. 

If  we  sell  foreign  rights,  we  shall  divide  75%  of  the  monies 
received  among. i the  fifteen  contributors  and  the  artist. 

I do  very  much  hope  that  you  will  be  v>(illing  to  write 
this  piece  for  us._  If  so,  could  you  manage  to  let  us  have 
it  not  later  than  December  1st? 


Yours  sincerely. 


Dj 


Mrs*  Keith  Henney  - 

Snowville 

New  Han^)  shire 


Dear  Nella  - We  were  delighted  to  hear  that  Helen 
and  you  are  in  touchj  and  delighted  also  that  you  got 
the  movie  dough  that  both -should  happen  seemed  too 
much  to  hope  fori  I don’t  s^any  of  that  movie  money 
for  something  like  ten  year»j~for  tax  reasons,  so  I 
am  extra  ^ad  it  has  some  reality  for  somebody#  TMrf 
continues  to  hang  over  my  head  — now  a production  of 
the  road  company,  next  spring  the  movie,  the  script  to 
be  done  in  between  - but  I am  trying  to  start  some- 
thing else,  and  I guess  when  I get  desperate  enough  I 
will.  But  what  a tyrant  the  theatre  is;  the  only  way 
to  escape  an  old  work  is  to  have  a flop,  nobody  bothers 
me  about  Dinny  at  all. 


All  1 3oth, 


Tdephowj!  Temple  Our  2006-7-8  • Vigollun,  Raiul.  London  • Trade  * Deliveries,  30  Maiden  Lane  WC 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney, 
floss  Mountain, 
Snovvville, 

New  Hampshire , 

U . H . A . 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney, 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  October  1st. 
Although  we  were  very  sorry  that  you  did  not 
feel  able  to  undertake  the  chapter  on  Miss  Keller 
yourself,  we  greatly  appreciate  your  suggesting 
someone  else.  We  have  written  off  to  Mrs.  Sims 
today  and  hope  very  much  that  she  will  be  able  to 
Ird-p  us. 


★ .All  maiiUHcripts  and  other  docmnpnt«  subndttcd  t/>  the  firm,  whether  at  tJio  ref[ueHt  of  the  firm  '>r  (ttherwise.  are  submitted  at  the  author’s  ri.sk; 

nriil,  while  every  jjOHsihle  care  Is  taken.  In  the  event  of  loss  or  (lamat'o  to  manUHcripts,  etc.,  the  coni])any  earinot  hold  itself  in  any  way  responsible  ^ 


14  Henrietta  Street,  Covent  Garden,  W.C.2 


LONDON 


7th  October,  I960 


Yours  sincerely 


■Mr.s., K.e.i.t.b....H.s.nney. 

£.o.s.a...M.Qun.t.a.in.^ 

.5.ao.ta.yills,, 

W.g.vs!....Hamp.siiir..e.^ 

.U.r.3.,.,.4.!. 


•^r—  Second  fold  here 


Seodet’i  nime  and  address : 

14  Henrietta  Street,  Covent  Garden 


London,  W.C,2,  England 


AN  AIR  LETTER  SHOULD  NOT  CONTAIN  ANY  ENCLOSURE; 
IF  IT  DOES  IT  WILL  BE  SURCHARGED 
OR  SENT  BY  ORDINARY  MAE. 


Form  approved  by  the  Postmaster  General,  No.  71995^26 


aj3u  m3  uado  oj_ 


WILLIAM  SMITH  HIRSCHBERG 
CHARLES  W.  PETTENGILL 
WILLIAM  C. STRONG 
C. DRISCOLL  GRIMES 
ALAN  M.MacCRACKEN 
S.  FLOYD  NAGLE 
JOHN  J.  SULLIVAN 
HERBERT  C.  HOUSON 
FRANK  J. COYLE 
JACK  HALDANE  COURAGE 
HARRY  E.PEDEN.JR. 

WILLIAM  T.  CAHILL 
CLARK  McK.  WHITTEMORE,  JR. 
EVERETT  B,  MORRIS 
JOSEPH  MITCHELL  KAYE 
MORTIMER  P.  BARNES 
WM.  ELLERY  SMITH 
JOHN  F.  LAMBERT 
ALEXANDER  J.  HOLLAND 
ROBERT  G.KRAUSE 
CHARLES  E. MOSHER 
HAVEN  A.  KNIGHT 


Hirschberg,  Pettengill  & Strong 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 
SMITH  BUILDING 
GREENWICH  , CONNECTICUT 

TELEPHONE  TOWNSENO  S-3SOO 


CABLE  ADDRESS  - HIPEST 


OLD  GREENWICH  OFFICE 
TELEPHONE  NEptUNE  7-9252 

File  No.  V12630 


October  10,  i960 


Mrs.  J.K.  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney:  Re:  Estate  of  Polly  Thomson 

In  my  capacity  as  Executor,  I am  now 
ready  to  distribute  the  various  articles  be- 
queathed under  the  Will, 

Please  let  Mrs,  Seide  or  me  know  when 
it  will  be  convenient  for  you  to  go  to  Arcan 
Ridge  to  accept  delivery  of  the  Japanese 
tortoise  shell  box  which  was  bequeathed  to  you, 
for  which  you  are  to  sign  the  enclosed  receipt. 

If  it  is  Inconvenient  for  you  to  make  the 
trip,  you  can  sign  the  receipt,  return  it  to  me 
by  mail,  and  I shall  be  glad  to  arrange  to  have 
the  item  mailed  to  you  at  your  home  address. 

In  this  latter  event,  I must  ask  you  to  pay  the 
nominal  disbursements  for  postage,  etc,,  which 
will  be  incurred. 


CWP:sp 

Enclosure 

cc  to  Mrs.  Seide 


Charles  W.  Pettengill 


106  Fourth  Street 
Sausallto,  California 
October  11,  1960 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney, 

I've  just  had  a letter  from  Hilary  Rubinstein 
of  Gollancz,  about  which  you  obviously  know.  Of 
course  I shall  be  delighted  to  do  the  chapter  on 
Miss  Keller  and  I am  Indeed  grateful  to  you  for 
suggesting  it. 

I assiime--in  fact,  I hope-- that  you  will  want 
to  look  over  the  piece  before  I send  it  on  to 
London.  I should  feel  much  better  about  it  if 
you  did.  The  deadline  is  December  1,  which  is 
cutting  it  a bit  fine,  but  I see  no  reason  for 
it  to  be  impossible.  I'm  off  to  work  immediatelyi 

We  hope  you  had  a pleassint  summer  in  New 
Hampshire.  How  we  long  for  New  England,  especially 
now  that  it's  October. 

Thank  you  again. 


As  ever 
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Ann  Antor,  Michigan 
November  12,  I960 


Near  Mrs.  Henney, 

Here  it  is  and  I hope  it  is  suitable.  I knov;  little  enou^ 
about  ten-year-old's  reading  tastes  inthis  country,  but  in 
England  I'm  really  at  a loss.  Also,  I was  shocked  to  discover 
how  little  material  even  the  big  libraries  at  Stanford  and 
Berkeley  had,  so  I've  had  to  rely  on  my  ovm  weak  memory  which 
I don't  like  to  do.  In  any  event,  don't  hesitate  to  criticize. 

My  feelings  are  those  of  an  editor,  not  a writer = 

As  I told  you,  G-ollancz  wants  the  copy  by  Necember  1,  but 
I'll  hold  theirs  up  until  I hear  from  you.  I know  you'll  be 
especially  busy  opening  up  your  house  again  after  a summer 
away,  so  take  your  time. 

Just  to  complicate  matters  at  this  end,  we  have  moved  again, 
this  time,  we  hope,  for  a long  stay.  The  reason  is  that  we  are 
expecting  a baby  in  March  and  the  wide  open  spaces  of  eight 
western  states  was  just  too  much  for  Howard  to  cover  successfully 
as  a field  editor  and  a father.  Norton  was  nice  enough  to 
anpreciate  the  problem  and  quickly  made  it  possible  for  us  to 
come  here.  We  are,  of  course,  delighted.  The  West  is  fascinating 
but  I'm  afraid  v/e  are  Easterners  at  heart.  At  least,  we  feel 
we  have  returned  to  civilization.  And,  summer  in  New  England 
now  has  a chance  tf  becoming  something  more  than  a dream. 

So,  we  shall  be  at  the  Stage  Stop  Motel,  Ann  Arbor,  until 
about  Necember  1.  Then  the  address  will  be  2345  Fernwood, 
Pittsfield  Village,  Ann  Arbor. 

I hope  all  is  well  in  Garden  City  and  in  Westport. 

As  always, 


Vuku^t\^ 


taX  f^L^cc<  | 
fvss  fKcuuJ^L^ 

^U4TUAHJ^  AJEcO  fhoy^;^A4^ 


Vineyard  Haven 
Mass. 

August  10,  I960 


HearNella, 

How  bad  can  a friend  be  1 I have  had  two  important  letters 
from  you  and  even  this  will  scarcely  be  an  answer.  But  there  are 
so  many  unanswerable s.  You  were  good  to  send  me  Russell  Masen's 
quotes  on  the  service  for  Polly.  I am  really  grieved  that  I wasn't 
minute  congregation,  just  as  I know  you  are.  And  I 
thi^  Jan  Noyes,  acting  in  all  good  faith,  should  none-the-less  have 
waited  xintil  the  fall,  and  should  without  question  have  consulted 
with  you  and  -^enore  Smith  and  Polly's  family  before  deciding  to 
assime  that  lone-wolf  responsibility.  It  is  true,  as  I told  you,  that 
at  Heien  s birthday  liinch.  he  asked  Kit  if  she  would  like  to  go  to 
Washington,  and  she  said  not  if  u^ien  didn  t want  to  go',  but  when 
he  asked  me  I told  him  I would  very  much  like  to  go  in  the  fall, 
and  also  that  you  and  Lenore  should  be  consulted  before  any  move  was 
made.  What  made  him  decide  to  'go  it  alone,  I cannot  imagine.  It  is 
most  curious  and  very  saddening. 


But  perhaps  it  leads  us  more  immediately  to  the  proper  and  sat- 
isfying memorial  that  you  suggest.  But  on  that  score,  both  Kit  and  I 
feel  adamantly  that  a memorial  to  Polly  must  not  involve  the  money 
that  is  rightfully  due  you  from  the  film  of  the  Miracle  Worker:  that 
such  a meorial-whatever  form  it  takes-  should  emanate  from  the  hearts 
and  pockets  of  all  of  Polly's  friends,  and  to  whatever  extent  they  can 
naturally  and  honestly  afford.  You  could  not  natvirally  or  honestly 
afford  to  channel  the  revenue  due  you  from  the  movie  to  such  a purpose, 
for  in  the  first  place,  when  you  receive  that  money,  which  I sincerely 
trust  you  will,  you  will  be  heavily  taxed  on  it  if  you  receive  it  as  a 
lump  sum.  What  you  should  really  do  is  to  arrange  to  receive  it  piece- 
meal over  a period  of  years  so  that  the  tax  wont  be  so  great. 


If,  on  the  other  hand,  you  allow  the  Foundations  to  have  it  all 
on  condition  that  they  use  it  to  start  a memorial  to  Polly,  you  and  I 
both  know  there  is  no  guarantee  that  they  will  so  use  the  money.  Kit 
and  I are  very  muchTn  favor  of  your  instaigating  a memorial,  but  with 
Gibson,  we  feel  the  movie  money  should  rightfully  come  to  you, 
and  that  it  should  not  rankle  when  it  does,  or  be  cast  away  by  you  out 
of  rancour. 


I am  sorry  to  say  I didn't  bring  Bill's  letter  to  Helen  up  here 
with  me,  for  i planned  to  send  you  a copy  with  this,  and  you  would  see 
how  he  feels  and  how  we  all  feel.  This  must  be  straightened  out,  then 
you  and  all  of  us  will  be  in  a position  to  act  without  f\irther  bitter- 
ness. So  hang  on,  do  nothing  rashand  irrevocable,  that  we  will  all  re- 
gret for  you,  and  if  I were  you  I would  ask  Helen  if  you  could  coke 
and  visit  her  or  her  you.  The  family  visits  seem  to  be  over  now,  and 
she  will  be  having  time  to  reflect,  and  I hope  the  inclination. 

Remember  you  have  generally  kept  me  on  an  even  keel  in  relation  to 
Helen  and  Polly  and  the  Foundations.  Now  let  me  beg  you  to  follow  your 
own  best  advice  to  me  I At  this  point  the  money  is  nothing  but  a symbol 
of  justice  or  injustice,  but  it  should  come  to  you  cleared  of  its 
present  bad  name,  and  you  wont  feel  then  that  you  must  turn  around  and 
fling  it  all  into  one  grand  gesture  to  shame  the  Poubdations,  and  inci- 
dentally Helen. 

Well,  none  of  this  is  expressed  with  the  clarity  I could  wish, 
but  it  does  come  from  the  heart,  and  a completely  addled  m|nd.  I have 
at  least  turned  the  barn  over  to  my  tenant,  who  is  complete 


with  daughter,  grandchildren  and  dogs,  and  the  field  with  mosquitoes. 
House-building  is  not  .wuite  like  writing  a play  and  trembling  at  the 
ooening  night,  but  there  are  elements  of  dizzying  similarity.  And 
it's  nearly  impossible  to  think  of  anything  else  until  you've  got 
it  done.  Well,  now  I have,  and  am  hastening  back  to  Arthur  Whitten 
Brown,  as  a publisher  arrives  next  Monday  to  go  over  the  material 
with  me. 

Did  I tell  you,  incidentally,  that  I've  signed  an  option  with 
Douhleday,  and  have  taken  an  advance  of  $500  on  the  bar  possibility 
that  I may  one  day  write  a book  about  Polly.  And  I have  not  yet  even 
broached  the  subject  to  Helen.  Or  the  •‘foundations.  I did  tell  Mildred 
I would  like  to  write  such  a book,  and  she  said  she  thought  Helen 
would  be  pleased,  but  that  is  as  far  as  honesty  has  taken  me  for  the 
moment,  and  1 am  not  letting  it  perturb  mel 

Dear  Nella,  I wish  I could  advise  you  as  ^owledgeably  and 
succinctly  as  you  do  me,  but  you  can  see  I am  making  a wild  stab  at 
it,  and  Kit,  to  whom  I have  read  this  letter,  understands  and  seconds 
it  all.  She  sends  you  much  love,  and  so  do  I and  to  Keith  as  always, 


]■ 


V 


Dear  Wella 


> 

> 


Herewitta  a couple  of  reports 
from  abroad,  whxch  I tho\ae;ht  you-d  be  interested 
to  see,  and  raicrht  wish  to  pass  alon^  to  Helen, 

Ko,  j.  dldn  t write  any  witty  ads 
for  the  book,  and  in  fact  haven -t  seen  any  ads, 
witty  or  otherwise;  if  you  can  dig  It  out  of 
your  old  newspaper  bundle,  send  it  along. 


As  for  1.  P.  Stone,  i enjoy 
his  profound  disrespect  for  headers  Everywhere. 
And  it  is  true  that  he  publishes  facts  and 
fragments  of  reports  j.  don*t  find  elsewhere. 


1 am  about  half  done  with  the 
screenplay  of  The  Miracle  vjorker,  which  1 think 
I need  not  bother  you  with;  although  i have 
made  a lot  of  red- ink  alterations  upon  the 
proofs  of  the  book,  my  vvorking  copy,  ± believe 
1 have  literally  not  written  more  thfm  two  new 
lines  of  dialogue  so  far.  inasmuch  as  my  motive 
in  doing  the  screenplay  myself  was  to  keep  some 
Hollywood  genius  from  improving  upon  the  play, 

X feel  1 should  observe  the  same  standard  for 
myself.  Actually  what  I'm  doing  is  blending 
the  TV  and  stage  versions,  which  is  work  of  a 
kind-  though  not  very  wracking,  i am  cutting 
back  on  a good  bit  of  the  fai^ily  fictions  i had 
to  provide  for  the  stage  action,  and  that'S  about 
the  main  difference  to  date.  We  are  supposed  to 
shoot  this  movie  sometime  in  the  spring,  and 
I'll  get  the  script  to  Arthui'  and  Fred  by  the 
first  of  the  year.  Margaret  says  if  we  don-t 
make  a spring  date,  it  will  have  to  wait  over 
till  fall,  because  she  will  not,  positively  not , 
give  up  any  summer  time  from  the  Cape.  i tn  nic 
this  is  a good  stand. 

ill  our  best  to  you  both, 
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15  Broad  Street 
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November  :^8,  1960 


Mrs.  J.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Nevv  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

On  my  return  to  the  office  today  I found  v.aiting  for  me  your 
fine  letter  with  the  $5,000  check  to  the  Polly  Thomson  Fund.  It  is 
certainly  a wonderful  thing  for  you  to  do  and  I assure  you,  on  behalf  of 
the  Foundation,  that  it  is  greatly  appreciated. 

When  I suggested  to  you  that  it  might  be  possible  to  set  up  a 
Polly  Thomson  Reading  Room  as  a part  of  the  new  Migel  Library,  it  was  a 
very  preliminary  thought  on  my  part.  With  more  careful  consideration  it 
is  quite  possible  that  v.e  will  find  something  which  would  be  even  more 
Satisfying  to  you.  Inasmuch  as  the  plans  have  not  yet  been  drawn  for  the 
Library,  it  is  really  too  early  to  assure  you  that  there  v.ould  even  be  a 
Reading  Room.  I do,  however,  expect  that  these  plans  will  be  in  hand 
within  the  next  two  or  three  months  and  v.ill  be  in  touch  with  you  as  soon 
as  we  have  something  more  definite. 

I have  written  the  lawyers  and  again  reminded  them  that  you 
should  have  copies  of  the  various  agreements. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  very  wonderful  contribution.  My  very 
best  wishes  go  to  you  and  Mr.  Henney. 


J.  Noyes,  Jr./jp 

cc;  Mr.  M.  Robert  Barnett 


Please  see  other  side 
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AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 
15  WEST  16th  street,  NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  Y. 

iNTER-OFFICE  CORRESPONDENCE 


TO  T.  P.  Sri.ith,  Chief  Accountant  date  December  5,  1960 

FROM  R,  Barn.tt,  Executive  Director 

SUBJECT  Request  for  establisni.ient  of  Polly  Thomson  Fund 


This  is  to  advise  you  that  as  a result  of  the  interest  shown  by  certain  friends 
of  the  late  Polly  Thomson,  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  has  bv.en 
requested  to  estabBsh  a fund  in  her  name.  This  is  to  request,  therefore,  that 
you  deposit  the  attached  check  in  the  amount  of  $5,000  which  has  been  made 
payable  to  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  by  Mrs.  Nella  B.  Henney, 
and  that  you  set  up  on  our  booics  the  Polly  Thomson  Meniorial  Fund  using  this 
initial  sum  as  its  beginning  entry. 

In  general,  it  is  believed  that  this  Fund  will  be  temporary  rather  than  one 
which  will  continue  over  a period  of  years.  Actually,  the  sum  now  being  used 
to  establish  the  Fund,  with  a possibility  that  it  will  be  augmented  by  other  con- 
tributions, eventually  will  be  expended  for  a tangible  memorial  to  Miss  Thomson, 
the  exact  nature  and  details  of  which  have  not  yet  been  resolved  by  those  who 
are  interested  in  establishing  such  a memorial. 

Pending  further  clarification  as  to  the  eventual  purpose  of  the  Fund  Itself,  no 
expenditures  shall  be  .uade  from  this  Fund  until  and  unless  instructions  are 
conveyed  to  you  by  Mr.  Noyes  and  Mrs.  Henney. 


MFB:mk 


cc:  Mrs.  N.  ila  B.  Henney 
Mr.  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 


J.  K-.  Lasser  8 Company 

ACCOUNTANTS  S AUDITORS 

GGff  lA^tA  '■  AruAyorA  /.9,  r/f.  y/.'  fyi'rr/t  9-2700 

N EW  YORK 
CHICAGO 
BOSTON 
SYRACUSE 


December  6,  I960 


Mr,  Julian  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mr.  Henney: 

In  accordance  with  the  information  you  submitted 
in  your  letter  of  December  3,  I960,  Mrs.  Henney  should 
contribute  not  more  than  $U,000.00  additional  this  year 
to  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind.  This  would 
make  the  total  contributed  $9,000.00.  The  remaining 
$1,000.00  should  be  contributed  next  year. 


Sincerely  yours. 


J.M.0'Brien:mc 


5lO  Roalyn  Place 
Pittsburgh  32,  Pennsylvania 
December  10,  I960 


Dflar  Nella, 

Sandy  and  I expect  to  be  here  on  January  22,  We  have  not 
seen  Miss  Hamilton's  film  about  the  life  of  Helen  Keller  and 
we  should  like  very  much  to  see  it.  So,  if  Pliss  Gasey  still  has 
seats,  we  should  like  to  ^t  them.  I do  not  Imagine  that  there 
is  anything  that  I might  do  to  help  the  evening.  If  there  is 
I shall  be  ready  to  do  it, 

A letter  from  Helen  came  about  the  time  that  yours 
came.  It  was  entirely  courageous,  rather*  movingly  exalted 
in  its  comments  on  "an  almost  solitary,  though  interesting 
life."  I am  always  uncertain  before  a desire  to  let  her  know 
that  we  love  and  admire  her  and  the  restraining  thou^t  th&t 
a letter  from  me  is  another  task  in  answering  for  her, 

^The  8reek  experience  was  very  nearly  without  flaw.  We  be- 
cam^ntlmate  t^/ith  much  of  Athens;  and  as  soon  as  we  had  learned 
enough  modern  Sregk  to  male  our  association  with  the  Greeks 
themselves  a happy  and  special  thing  it  was  all  a stern  beauty 
set  in  a special  li^t.  After  seeing  the  classic  sites,  and 
■yithout  a touch  to  lessen  the  splendor  which  reality  might 
have  brought  to  the  image,  we  were  rather  spent  with  our  re- 
sponses, After  an  interesting,  a deligJitful  search,  we  found 
an  Island  with  a house  on  it,  as  near  to  Delos,  the  birthplace 
of  ApollQ,  as  one  can  live.  There  we  spent  as  citizens  of  the 
island  of  Mykonos,  joyfully  so  characterized  bv^  the  hpeeks 
living  there,  two  happy  months,  Sandy  painted, ipnra  passionately 
and  lyrically, from  our  porch  which  looked  over  the  town,  the 
harbor,  and  the  blue  Aegean  northwestward  toward  Athens,  nine 
hours  away  by  Island  vessel,  I wrote  nine  poems,  very  lyrical, 
which,  together  with  a tenth  done  earlier  and  at  home,  nmke 
"An  Aegean  Cycle,"  I like  them.  One  of  them  appeared  in  an 
Athens  paper  published  in  Hngjish,  The  Athens  Post,  One  has 
appeared  in  England,  in  a woman's  magazine.  One  appeared  in 
the  New  York  Times  on  June  22nd,  "Sockcrow  in  Athena,"  Serious 
publication  seems  difficult.  It  may  be  me  and  the  kind  of  vrork 
I write,  but  Don  Marquis's  early  remark  seems  still  painfully 
true-  to  the  effect  that  writing  poetry  and  expecting  a response 
is  like  listening  for  the  echo  of  rose  leaves  thrown  into  the 
^rand  ^anyon, 

Augusta  graddated  a year  ago,  in  January  I960.  She  is  in 
Washington.  She  loves  living  there.  We  think  that  she  is  bright 

and  beautiful.  She  willfe^e  here  for  a few  days  at  Christmas, 


You  do  not  say  anything  of  Keith.  I hope  that  he  is  all 
right,  that  you  are  all  right.  Sandy  and  1 send  our  love  to 
both  of  you.  If  Bertha  is  still  there  give  her  my  warm  regards 

Thank  you  for  your  letter.  I was  very  glad  to  get  it. 
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— Utskaret  sleds  fra  Oseberg.  ^ ^ 

3 Carved  sleigh  from  Oseberg. 

Traineau  sculpts  d'Oseberg.  (Chariot) 

^Schliften,  mit  Schnilzwerk  geziert  von  Oseberg. 
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December  30,  I960 
Dark  Mansions 
I ittsburgh  30 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

.Your  letter  gave  me  so  much 
pleasure  that  I intended  to  answer  it  £. t once, 
but  I luifortunately  remembered  that  I had  done 
nothing  about  Christmas,  so  I liad  to  delay  doing 
it.  Hov.ever,  before  I sank  into  the  mire,  I 
told  our  ticket  chair.man  that  she  was  to 
tickets  to  the  Leos. 

Thank  you  v:-ry,  very  .much  for 
- iving  our  Benefit  a hand  up  by  long  distance. 

I think  it  is  going  to  be  a tremendous  success, 
but  as  I never  believe  in  taking  anything  for 
granted,  I invoke  your  prayers] 

At  your  convenience,  you  can  make 
out  a cneque  to  3t,  Lucy's  Auxiliary  to  the  Blind, 
and  send  it  to  me. 

I Haven't  "et  gotie.n  in  touch  v;ith 
Mr.  Lee,  but  anyone  who  offers  to  help  me  can 
count  on  being  ,^;iven  a chance  to  do  it. 

Apart  from  the  pleasure  of 
hearing  from  a fan  of  Nancy's,  I feel  lucky 
to  have  acquired  tne  autograph  of  the  author 
of  A.a.k  SULLIVyr,  MaCY. 

With  renev.ed  tha:  ks,  and  all 


Sine  ere  l.y  yours. 


good  wishes. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers  S K 575  madison  avenue, new  york  22  -Murray  hill  8-5300 


December  13>  I960 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
G-arden  City,  Kew  '"ork 

Dear  Mrs.  Hermey: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  December  9th  in  regard  to 
the  copyright  renewal  of  your  book  ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY. 

I am  glad  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  we  have  renewed 
this  cop3T?ight  in  your  name  under  renewal  number  R-262687- 
Since  the  copyright  renewal  must  be  made  in  the  23th 
year  calculated  from  the  date  of  publication  of  the  book 
(September  13»  1933) » the  renewal  will  become  effective 
on  September  13>  1961. 

I note  your  Garden  City  address  and  would  like  to  ask  you 
to  drop  me  a line  and  explain  whether  this  is  now  your 
permanent  address  rather  than  Snowville,  New  Hampshire. 

Sincerely  yours, 

' /- 

■ 6 u t t u c T-'VO  cl"  r 

Lawrence  H.  Reed 
Copyright  Department 
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A merican  Foiuidation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN 
Chairman,  Board  of  Tru$leeB 
JANSEN  NOYES,  JR. 

Prenident 

GEpRGE  F.  MEYER 
y ice-Prcaident 
RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 
Secretary 
J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 
Treasurer 

M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 
HELEN  A.  KELLER,  l.h.d..  ll  d 
Counselor,  National  and 
International  Relations 

HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER 
Honorary  President 


Headquarters 

15  Weat  16th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 


Telephone:  Watkins  1.-01,20 
Cable  Address:  Foundation,  New  York 


Office  of  the  President 
15  Broad  Street 
New  York  5,  N.  Y. 


December  21,  I960 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Nev.^  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


Thank,  you  very  much  for  the  check  in  the  amount 
of  $2,500.00  which  you  have  sent  us  for  the  Polly  Thomson  Fund 
at  the  Foundation.  It  v.ill  be  placed  in  this  fund  v.hich  you 
started  v.ith  your  earlier  check.  I am  convinced  that  v.nen  these 
monies  are  put  to  v.ork  they  will  represent  both  a handsome 
memorial  to  Polly  and  an  important  step  forward  in  work  for  the 
blind. 

May  you  and  Mr.  Henney  have  a Merry  Christmas 
and  a fine  New  Year. 


JNjr/jp 

cc:  :Jir.  M.  Robert  Barnett 


Please  see  other  side 
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JAMES  S.  ADAMS 
New  York.  N.  Y. 


COL.  E.  A.  BAKER.  M.C..  O.B.E. 
Manasinit  Director.  Canadian 
National  Inatitute  for  the  Blind. 
Toronto.  Ontario.  Canada 


KATHARINE  CORNELL 
New  York.  N.  Y. 


DR.  FRANCIS  J.  CUMMINGS 

Executive  Secretary.  The  Delaware 
Commission  for  the  Blind. 
Wilmlnffton.  Del. 


DR.  GABRIEL  FARRELL 
Director  Emeritus.  Perkins 
School  for  the  Blind. 
Watertown,  Mau. 


T .*«  , . ^ 


Board  of  Trustees 


WINTHROP  K.  HOWE.  JR. 

Ex-Member.  New  York  State 
Commission  for  the  Blind. 
New  York.  N.  Y. 


HOWARD  M.  LIECHTY 

Vice-President.  Matilda  Ziegler 
Publishing  Company 
for  the  Blind.  Inc.. 

Monaey.  N.  Y. 

GEORGE  Macdonald 
New  York.  N.  Y. 


ROBERT  E.  McCORMICK 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

GARFIELD  D.  MERNER 
San  Francisco.  Calif. 

(3EORGE  F.  MEYER 

Executive  Director.  New  Jersey 
Commiuion  for  the  Blind. 
Newark.  N.  J. 


RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

J.  P.  MORGAN,  n 

New  York.  N.  Y.  , 

JANSEN  NOYES.  JR. 

New  York.  N.  Y. 

D.  W.  OVERBEAY 

President.  American  Association 
of  Instructors  of  the  Blind, 
Vinton.  Iowa 

DR.  JOHN  PALFREY 

Dean.  Columbia  College 
New  York.  N.  Y. 

EBER  L.  PALMER 

Superintendent.  New  York  State 
School  for  the  Blind. 

Batavia.  N.  Y. 

STEPHEN  L.  PORTER 
White  Plains.  N.  Y. 


ROBERT  M.  PROUTY 

Massachusetts  Association  for 
Promoting  the  Interests  of  the 
Adult  Blind.  Boston.  Mass. 


PETER-  J.  SALMON 

Executive  Director.  Industrial 
Home  for  the  Blind. 
Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN 
New  York,  N.  Y. 


lYRON  M.  SMITH 

Executive  Director.  Minneapolis 
Society  for  the  Blind.  Inc., 


President.  American  Association 
of  Workers  for  the  Blind. 
Raleigh.  N.  C. 

HELEN  ZIEGLER 

President.  Matilda  Ziegler 
Publishing  Company 
for  the  Blind.  Inc. 

Monaey.  N.  Y. 
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— R ^tarring MTHARINE  CORNELL  AND  BRTAM  Amrp.n. 

DATE 

CITY  AND  STATE 

THEATra: 

12/28  - 1/2 

Washington,  S.  C. 

National  Theatre 

1/3 

Day  Off 

lA 

Baltinore,  Ilaryland 

Lyric  Theatre 

1/5 

Day  Off 

1/6  - 1/9 

New  Haven,  Conn, 

Shubert  Theatre 

1/10 

Day  Off 

1/11  - 1/12 

Madison,  Wisconsin 

Union  Theatre 

1/13  - 1/23 

Chicago,  Illinois 

Erlang er  Theatre 

l/2it 

Day  Off 

1/25  - 1/30 

Detroit,  Michigan 

Shubert  Theatre 

1/31 

Day  Off 

2/1  - 2/6 

Montreal,  Canada 

Her  Majecsty's  Theatre 

2/7 

Day  Off 

(& 

Burlington,  Vemont 

Memorial  Auditorium 

2/9 

Hartford,  Conn. 

Bushnell  Memorial  Auditorium 

2/10  & 11 

Philadelphia,  Penna 

Academy  of  Music 

2/12 

Bethlehem,  Penna 

Grace  Hall 

2A3  & li* 

Day  Off 

2A5 

Columbia,  South  Carolina 

Township  Auditorium 

2/16 

- 

Clemson,  South  Carolina 

University  Auditorium 

2/17 

Day  Off 

2/18  - 

2/20 

5arr 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Tower  Theatre 

2/21 

Day  Off 

2/22 

■ 1 

Savannaih,  Georgia 

City  Auditorium 

2/23 

Thomasville,  Georgia 

Municipal  Auditoriiim 

2/2U 

Columbus,  Georgia 

Royale  Theatre 

2/25  - 

2/26 

Birmingham,  Alabama 

Temple  Theatre 

2/27 

Montgomery,  Alabama 

Lanier  High  School  Auditorium 

2/28 

Day  Off 

2/29 

Florence,  Alabama 

Coffee  Auditorium 

oAim  Oi,  cku  Uxj  ^ 
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"DEAR  LIAR"  starring  KATHARINE  CORI'TOLL  AND  BRIAN  AHERNE 


DATE 

CITY  AND  STATE 

THEATRE 

3A 

Oxford,  Mississippi 

Fulton  Chapel 

3/2 

Day  Off 

3/3 

Fayetteville,  Arkansas 

Men' s Gymnasium 

3/U 

Tulsa,  Oklahoma 

Municipal  Theatre 

3/5 

Dallas,  Texas 

McFarland  Auditorium 

3/6 

Day  Off 

3/7 

Huntington,  West  Virginia 

Keith  Albee  Theatre 

3/8 

Day  off 

3/9 

Norfolk,  Virginia 

Center  Theatre 

3/10 

Day  Off 

3A1 

Duiiiam,  North  Carolina 

University  Auditorium 

3/12 

Richmond,  Virginia 

WRVA  Theatre 

December  23,  1959 
John  H.  "ills  on 
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CHRISTMAS  GREETINGS 


MO  345 


FRED  COE 


Dear  Nella: 


tJlMO  ^ 

jiv  ^ 

;/v^^  ^ 

; {ji.tti'^'. 

y//. 


Your  letter  containing  your  ticket 
requests  arrived  after  I had 
dictated  the  attached. 

I will  hold  on  to  it  and  go  over 
it  with  you  later. 


Dear  Nella  - 


...  w j ^ Just  got  Leah's  correspondence  in  connection 

Do^lhnit^  ^ wasn't  aware  they  were  considering  the 

posoibility  of  taking  action  in  my  name,  and  I»m  glad  t^  find 

they  c^  t.  I don't  give  a hooto  I do  think  Helen  should  eet 
a royalty  on  Wolfson's  take,  though  it's  probably  small,  buriust 
as  a matter  of  principle  o * ^ 

a.  * ^ away  with  the  play,  because  children 

and  dogs  onstage  are  irresistible,  but  I tliink  Anne  Bancroft  win 

We  begin  ten  aoJCo  on  Monday « Over  the  topi 


AJJ.  best. 


CLw>A,  U f',  r>  , > / 

, Dearest  Sister, 

I am  delighted  that  Bill’s  play  Is  coming  along 
so  well.  I am  eager  to  resd  It.  I'll  be  looking  forward  to 
It  in  manuscript  and  on  stage. 


I have  been  looking  over  a cook  book  that  was  published  by 
the  mother  of  the  ladies  with  whom  I live  in  1886;  and  I 
have  talked  over  food  with  them. 

It  seems  that  no  meal  at  that  time  depended  as  much  on 
being  served  on  time.  Sally  Lunn,  light  rolls,  and  com 
pudding  are  the  only  dishes  they  co  .Id  suggest  for  that. 

Roast  lamb  was  unusual  at  that  time — even  now  it  Is. 

Stick  candy  Is  best — lemon,  peppermint,  or  hoarhound.  ^he 
hoarhound  was  the  twisted  stick,  ^his  came  in  a bean  shape,  t >o. 


Tea  cake,  ginger  cake,  wafers  ( made  in  the  4afer  irons). 


or  doughnuts  would  do  for  the  cookie. 


I think  strawberries  all  right.  Ella  Wilson  had  a strawberry 
bed  . ^ey  last  from  year  to  year  bedded  down  with  pine  straw. 
In  checking  about  the  activity  for  March,  I find  that  you 
break  ground  in  March  and  that  in  the  last  two  weeks  In  ^rch 
and  the  first  of  April,  you  plant  cotton  and  com.  All  vegetables 


are  planted  at  this  time,  too. 

The  substitute  for  Sherman  might  be  Grant  at  Corinth  and  at 

..  . . i 

Vicksburg. 

All  the  food  but  the  hot  bread  would  be  on  the  table,  ^he 
hostess  would  repeatedly  ring  a bell  to  have  more  bread  put  In 
the  stove  and  brought  in.  ^'he  host  would  serve  the  meat,  and 
the  hostess  the  ^getables  ^ I think. ) 'We  would  be  pickles 
and  preserves  on  the  table,  too.  I’ll  add  some  menus.  Next  page 


My  love. 


SUPPER  ( dinner  minus  vegetables) 


chicken  ( broiled  or  smothered ) 

biscuits  or  light  rolls  or  Sally  Uinn  with  butter  and  preserves 

dessert  — lemon  pie  or  Charlotte  Russe  or  Blancmange 

Bavarian  cream  or  lemon  pudding  or  baked  custard 


birds  in  fall 

rabbit  ( broiled) in  fall 

squirrel  ( stewed ) in  spring 


DINNER 

Ham;  pork  roast;  baked  chicken^  chicken  pie;  steak; 
backbone  with  turnip  greens  ( cooked  together)  ; 
fried  chicken  with  fried  dumplings  ( our  old  puffs); 
goose;  duck;  veal. 


butter  beans,  snap  beans,  com  pudding  or  fried  com, 
cymllngs,  succotash,  rice,  candled  sweet  potatoes. 

ginger  bread  with  lemon  sauce,  a^ple  roll  with  hard  sauce, 
boiled  apple  dumpling  with  hard  sauce,  potato  pie, 
persimmon  pudding  , apple  pie. 


PICKLES:  cucumber,  onion,  tomato,  chow  chow,  plccolilli, 

cauliflower, 

PRESERVES:  fig,  peach,  strawberry.  y a ■ 

JELLIES . 
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O Dearest  Sister,  ■■■■■■ 

The  peacock  feather  fly-brush  was  called  a fly- 
brush. This  broom  was  made  with  peacock  feathers  and 
nothing  else— but  sometlmgs  for  a substitute  one  would 
cut  ^ksxiiooc  a branch  and  trim  It  and  shake  It  clean  and 
use  It.  Also,  one  might  lay  newspapers  over  a stick  and 
cut  them  in  strips  for  a substitute,  ^hls  I got  from 
Miss  Parker. 

They  told  me,  too,  that  the  teaspoons  were  placed  in 
a spoon  holder  and  passed  around.  '■^he  teaspoon  was  never 
placed  at  the  plate.  Ada  Belle  has  the  sppon  holder  that 
Grandma  used.  It  is  in  he  pressed  glass  in  the  lion  pattern 
like  the  preserve  dish. 

Robert  has  gone  to  Dublin  to  stay  for  a time  while 
he  gets  his  things  In  order.  Buzz4e  Is  getting  mahried 

on  the  27th  of  Jvine Sally  ^purr  from  8armel.  I do  not 

know  Robert  s plans  yet,  but  he  will  go  out.  He  may  fly 
out  and  back  so  as  to  give  himself  plenty  of  time  on  the 
visit  to  this  section.’^ 

My  love. 
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Dear  Nella  - 


The  only  name  I know  for  the  song  is  the  first  line. 

Hush  Little  Baby  Don't  Say  A Wordo  I first  heard  it  on  a child's  record 
- it  was  the  first  record  I ever  bought  for  Toi.iny,  now  lost,  though  we 
have  a repulsively  comraercialized-up  version  of  it  on  one  of  Danny's  at 
present  - and  you  might  best  track  it  down  in  the  children's  catalogue 
section o Arthur  Penn  independently  put  it  into  the  TV  show,  after  Burl 

Ives  sang  it  for  himo 

Arthur  Cantor  called  me  yesterday,  and  I took  occasion  to 
pass  on  your  comments  about  involving  Helen  in  publicity:  he  says  he  has 
instructed  his  people  already,  but  that  Life  wrote  Helen  themselves,  which 
he  couldn't  controlo  Publicity  really  is  a barrelful  of  eelso 

Goofy  and  delightful  and  serious  is  e^bcactly  what  I hope 
people  will  feel  about  Dinny;  thank  youo  I have  some  cutting  to  do  on  it, 
and  one  passage  in  TPW  that  Penn  asked  me  to  consider  for  rewriting,  both 
prior  to  August  l?th  when  we  begin  rehearsals o It's  the  "flash-forward" 
in  Act  nio  Penn  and  Coe  feels  this  kills  the  suspense » I feel  it's 
an  expi^ssion  of  Annie's  need  to  crack  through;  but  perhaps  I have  stuck 
too  literally  to  the  docianented  text  (it  comes  from  one  of  Annie's  letters 
in  the  year  following) o Did  you  in  any  of  your  readings  of  the  script  have 
any  feelings  in  particular  about  the  passage? 

This  in  haste:  I have  a desktopful  of  stuff  to  clean  up 
here,  it's  amazing  how  much  wastepaper  blows  around  in  one's  daily  life 
without  being  noticed  until  you're  away  for  a montho 


Dear  Nella 


The  enclosed  is  a copy  of  a letter  from  one  United 
Artists  official  to  another,  with  respect  to  their  financing  Fred, 
Arthur,  and  me  as  an  independent  producing  unit,  to  make  a movie 
of  TIWo  Financing  includes  a sales-price  for  the  script,  so  Fred, 
the  backers,  I,  Helen  and  you  would  all  get  a piece  of  money  to  put 
in  the  banko  We  have  an  offer  from  ICM  for  $100,000  (with  increments 
according  to  how  long  we  run  as  a play,  which  could  raise  the  price 
to  $h00,000),  but  they  want  to  put  in  a co-producer  to  work  with 
Fred,  and  this  division  of  authority  is  something  we'd  rather  avoid; 
also,  Leah  thinks  we  can  do  better  financiallyo  These  are  what  are 
called  "pre-production  deals",  a kind  of  gamble  by  the  movie  company 
against  the  possible  failure  of  the  play  when  produced,  and  by  the 
producer  against  its  possible  success;  the  price  is  less  than  we  later 
could  get  if  it's  a success,  but  more  than  if  it's  a failure;  however, 
the  increment  clause  takes  some  of  that  possible  loss  out  of  the 
dealo  It  seems  likely  that  one  of  these  offers  will  be  concluded 
before  we  open,  but  you  never  can  be  sureo  It  would  be  nice,  because 
apart  from  the  money,  it  would  provide  a cushion  for  our  collective 
anxiety  to  lie  down  and  pva?r  ono 

Actually  the  anxiety  hasn't  shown  yeto  Everything 
is  going  smoothly,  and  I've  been  here  Taost  of  this  week  in  Stock- 
bridge,  while  the  initial  drudgery  of  moving  the  actors  around  goes 
on;  Arthur  said  I needn't  come  back  until  Monday,  when  I'll  have  more 
to  write  Helen  - I sent  her  a letter  a couple  of  days  agOo 


All  our  best. 


e m o ^ r o m 

Leah  Salisbury 


CO!  R, 

Benjamin 

R. 

Blumof e 

H. 

Golden 

D. 

Picker 

Arthur  Krira 

Max  Youngs tein  August  13th,  1959 


Re  : THE  MIRACLE  WORKER 

by  William  libs  on 


Leah  Salisbury,  Nat  Lefkowitz  and  Howie  Hausman  have  sub- 
mitted to  me  William  Gibson's  new  play  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  which 
opens  on  October  19th  with  Anne  Bancroft,  Pat  Neal  and  Torin  Thatcher; 
Fred  Coe  as  the  producer  and  Arthur  Penn  as  director. 


This  is  the  story  of  how  Annie  Sulliva 
how  to  communicate. 


n taught  Helen  Keller 

There  probably  couldn't  be  a dullep~-d«*«-ciiition  sind  a more 
frightening  commercial  sounding  description'^'thECir-feh^^bove,  but  I 
tell  you  that  I have  not  been  moved  by  a _dramatic  woS^JiS^s  much  as 
this  since  I read  "Death  of  a Salesmany"^;i_^'\ 

/ / \ A 

The  picture,  in  ray  opl nl on^' an  bejmade  below  the  line  for 
peanuts.  I think  it  will  be  one  qf /the  gre4i  all  time  women's 
pictures  in  the  history  of  our  bus^^^^^s,  y 

There's  no  way  to  de^jC-ribe  ttHs^one  except  to  read  it,  and 
even  acknowledging  its  fault'3-"±n ■ -^ome  of,||^e  characterizations  and 
flashbacks,  I 1h  inlc  this  Y(y(xld  be  i^^hingN^hort  of  sensational  on 
every  level  both  critical/ pid  corameAdlal . To  put  it  mildly,  I have 
blown  my  stack  about  thisloneo  I thll|nk  even  as  written  for  the  stage 
it  is  mo  e of  a screenplay'^than  a legit  play. 


Lefkowitz  and  Hausman  next  week. 


I'm  me e^^p^ISpth  ^ 

I thin^7  this  one ^s  so  important  and  could  be  so  vital  to  our 
future  program j^hat  I woulq  like  you  to  read  it  as  soon  as  possible 
and  give  me  your  reactloni 


I will 


/Meeting  until  I have  heaj^3  from  you. 


Arthur,  I can  literally  taste  this  one. 
what  they're  asking  for  it  until  our  meeting. 


I will  have  no  idea 


Please  read  it  if  at  all  possible. 


Max  E.  Youngs tein 


x; 


MEIY : JE 


May  22,  1968 


Dear  Mr.  Tyers: 

Tour  letter  of  May  15  to  Doubleday  4 Co. 
asking  for  the  use  of  "Three  Days  to  See" 
has  been  referred  to  iie.  Miss  Helen 
Keller’s  business  affairs  are  now  taken 
care  of  by  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind.  I suggest  that  you  write 
to  Its  director; 

Dr.  M.  Robert  Barnett 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 

15  West  16  St. 

New  York,  N.Y.  10011 

Sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Kolia  Braddy  Kenney 


Mr.  Jack  E.  Myers 

The  Pennsylvania  Scholarship  Pageant 
Community  Center  Building 
Keeahey,  Pennsylvania  17033 


May  20,  1963 


Dear  Mr.  Banker: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  May  17 
concerning  iiy  book,  Anne  Sullivan  Macy, 

On  *'ay  8 I reread  with  care  the  letter 
and  agree  lent  sent  ne  by  Xerox  on  April  19. 
I quote  from  the  letter:  "5fe  have  an 
order  for  your  out  of  print  title,  Anne 
^^Allvan  Macy , and  we  have  been  advised 
that  the  rights  belong  to  you."  I took 
for  granted  that  this  advisement  had  come 
iroi  Doubleday*  Since  the  agreenient 
^^Dlosed  with  the  letter  aslced  only  for 
my  permission  I signed  It  and  mailed  It. 

I hope  this  does  not  tangle  things  up 
for  you.  ^ ^ 


Sincerely  yours. 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 


'Tr.  Robert  E.  Banker 
Doubleday  & Co.  Inc. 

277  Park  Ave.,  IT.Y.  10017 
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Catherine  Ou-ens  Peare 
29S  Saint  John's  Place 
Brooklyn  38,  IVen:  York 


January  1959 


Mrs.  Evelyn  Saida 

Amarioan  Foundation  for  tha  Blind,  Ino  . 

15  West  16th  Street 
New  York  11,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Seide: 

In  my  life  of  Miss  Ksller  I have  quoted  sccaa  55  words 
fraa  THE  WORLD  I LIVE  IN,  Century  Co.,  1908,  aa  follows; 

"age  6j  "Tha  Sanaa  of  smell  has  told  me  of  a coming 
storm  hours  before  there  was  any  sign  of  it  visible. 

Page  103  "white  is  exalted  and  pure,  green  is  exuberant, 
red  suggests  love  or  shame  or  strength o" 

A-iDleton-Gentury-Cr  o^ts  advises  me  that  the  ri^.ts  on 
this  book  have  reverted  to  Miss  Keller  and  that  I must  seek 
her  Dermisaion  to  use  the  above.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to 
give  me  that  nermission? 

Thank  you  verj"-  much. 


Sine  er e ly 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK.  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


January  22,  1959 


Dear  Nella: 

Herewith  a semi-annual  royalty 
report  on  Helen.  I really  think  that  it 
is  quite  good. 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 

Garden  City,  Long  Island,  New  York 
KMcC:ws 

end:  royalty  report 

P.S.  Will  you  please  forward  it  on  to 
Helen?  Thank  you. 


Yours, 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Catherine  Oireii*  Peare 
2»5  Saint  John'*  Place 
Brooklyn  38,  iVeie  \'orU 


January  ?.4,  1959 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  Gity,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  of  January  2> 
giving  me  permission  to  quote  from  The  World  I Live  In. 

I have  just  received  word  from  Acpleton-Century- 
Grofts  that  Miss  Keller  also  owns  The  Song  of  the  Stone 
Wall,  from  which  I have  quoted  lines,  as  follows: 

Page  5 - "Gome  walk  with  me. . .taoestry  WI  stone. 
Page  5 - "With  searching  feet... acres  of  rye." 

With  aoologies  for  doubling  your  labors,  may  I 
please  have  permission  on  this  additional  item.  I am  en- 
closing a self-addressed  reply  card. 

Very  sincerely, 


P.  S 


Dr.  Salmon  has  written  a lovely  foreword. 


Garden  City,  N.Y 
January  25 j 19^9 


Dear  Helen 

Nella  wants  me  to  tell  you  she  has  been  having  a bad  tlmeo 

For  over  a week  she  has  been  suffering  with  what  the 
doctor  at  first  thought  was  erysipelas  but  which  now 
seems  to  be  shingles.  It  affects  nerves  in  the  forehead 
and  left  side  of  the  face  and  makes  it  impossible  for 
her  to  use  her  eyes  much.  It  seems  to  be  clearing  up 
slowly  but  she  will  not  be  able  to  readjjag 

‘fliWfliyljMBri  for  a little  while. 

I think  you  will  be  Interested  in  a new  project  I an 
v/orking  on. 

>Ve  have  a contract  with  the  Air  Force  to  evaluate  the 
articles  appearing  in  current  Russian  technical  and 
scientific* literature  to  find  out  what  they  are  doing 
and  vrhether  they  are  catching  up  with  us  or  are  ahead 
of  us  in  some  fields. 

There  are  about  I70  such  publications  in  ,.rhich  appear 
about  IpOOO  articles  per  month  covering  all  fields  of 
science  and  technology. 

This  is  the  first  big  attack  on  the  Russian  technical 
literature  and  it  is  very  exciting  and  interesting. 

Who  knows  what  we  will  find? 

Already  I can  see  that  their  brains  are  as  god  as 
ours,  that  they  are  doing  the  same  kind  of  things  we 
are  in  our  laboratories  and  that  they  have  just  as 
good  a chance  to  discover  or  invent  something  new  that 
we  do . 

I am  sure  they  are  going  to  keep  us  on  our  toes. 

I hope  you  and  Polly  are  as  happy  and  comfortable  as 
the  Lord  will  permit. 


With  love 


Keith 


Ofrc  J^icfkl 

BRAILLE  TRANSCRIBING  AND  SOUNDSCRIBING  CENTER 
A Volunteer  Service 

Dedicated  to  serve  the  Sightless  of  Fairfield  County 


SPONSORED  BY 

LIONS  CLUB 

STAMFORD.  CONN. 


CHARLOTTE  FAGAN  GOLDBLATT 
DIRECTOR 


Charlouis 
Dogwood  Lane 
Stamford,  Conn. 
January  27,  1959. 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  N.  Y. 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


Many  months  have  passed  since  your  last  letter 
to  me  revealed  that  Miss  Helen  Keller's  friend  and  companion  was 
seriously  ill  which  at  that  time  cancelled  out  the  possibility  of 
a meeting  with  her  which  I so  much  desired. 

Since  then  I v/as  in  Europe  for  three  months  at 
which  time  I had  the  opportunity  to  visit  many  of  the  schools  and 
institutions  for  the  blind.  Unf ortunateljj  Sir  Cluthe  Mackenzie  with 
whom  I was  to  meet  was  called  home  to  Mew  Ze^iland  but  I have  since 
then  been  in  correspondence  with  him.  In  Fact,  just  yesterday  1 
received  a letter  from  him  asking  for  a subscription  to  my  Braille 
Magazine. 


The  longer  I work  in  the  cause  of  the  sightless 
the  more  I realize  how  neglected  this  field  has  been  and  still  is 
for  that  matter.  There  seems  to  me  to  be  so  much  exploitation, 
and  at  times  it  becomes  very  discouraging. 

I have  just  completed  three  years  of  travelling 
to  every  majot  city  in  this  state  where  I organized  Braille  classes 
for  parents  of  blind  children,  elementary  school  teachers,  blind 
students  and  prospective  volunteers.  I am  gratified  v/ith  the  good 
results.  Parents  are  now  able  to  corre.pond  with  their  children  who 
are  awiay  at  school,  and  those  who  have  children  enrolled  in  the 
public  schools  have  found  a common  ground  of  understanding  through 
ti»e  knowledge  of  Braille.  Volunteers  are  now  meeting  the  demands  of 
teachers  of  blind  children  etc.  I was  instrumental  in  having  money ^ 
appropriated  for  a special  services  teacher,  but  through  conversations 
with  the  sightless  I know  hov;  much  more  needs  to  be  done  and  I feel 
so  certain  that  a meeting  with  the  beloved  Helen  Keller  could  be  a 
very  great  help. 

I do  sincerely  hope  this  letter  finds  her  well 
and  her  companion  well  on  the  way  to  recovery.  From  your  letter  I 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 


surmised  a serious  condition  and  you  may  believe  that  I prayed 
for  them  both  with  all  my  heart. 


Please  forgive  this  lengthy  letter.  Sincerely  hoping  this 
also  finds  you  well  and  happy. 


Oj 
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THE  AMERICAN 


OROPTIMIST 


975  SOUTH  WEST  TEMPLE 
SALT  LAKE  CITY  1,  UTAH 
PHONE  • ELgin  9-7608 


February  1?,  1959 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  St. 

Garden  City,  Nev^  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney, 

Thank  you  for  your  suggestion  of  getting  permission  to 
use  some  of  Miss  Keller's  writings  which  are  already 
published.  We  are  working  towards  this  and  hope  to 
have  excerpts  from  her  writings  in  o'jr  April  issue. 

I can  urderstand  the  demands  on  Miss  Keller' s time 
must  be  tremendous.  God  bless  her  for  the  contribution 
she  is  making  in  this  world. 

Vfould  it  be  possible  to  obtain  her  portrait  for  publication? 
preferably  one  of  the  inspirational  pictures  by  Mr.  Karsh 
of  Ottawa.  We  would  appreciate  your  help  in  this  matter. 


Respectfully  yours. 


(Mrs.)  Greta  Ashdown 
Assistant  Editor 
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March  9,  1959 


Dear  Nella: 

One  of  our  more  alert  editors  has  conceived  the  idea  of  a picture 
and  caption  (and  some  text)  book,  taken  from  the  movie  on  Helen 
Keller.  The  text  would,  of  course,  come  from  her  own  work. 

If  you  like  this  idea,  is  it  all  right  for  us  to  approach  Nancy 
Hamilton  to  look  at  the  picture  and  see  how  individual  frames  of 
the  picture  would  work  as  stills? 

Affectionate  best  to  you. 


Yours,  / 


KeiTMc  Co  rm  ick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 

Garden  City,  Long  Island,  New  York 
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4-4-  Wj\i,i.  Strekt 
New  York  5,  NY. 


April  23,  1959 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Nev  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

The  trustees  for  Helen  Keller  have  just  learned  that  you  have 
executed  a contract  for  Helen  concerning  a play  wlrdch  is  soon  to  be  pro- 
duced in  New  York.  We  understand  from  the  newspapers  that  it  has  to  do 
with  the  relationship  between  Helen  Keller  and  Ann  Sullivan  Macy. 

We  understand  that  you  made  this  contract  under  the  authority 
of  a power  of  attorney  which  Helen  Keller  granted  to  you  many  years  ago. 

The  trustees  have  no  itiisgivings  about  the  subject  matter  of 
the  play  since  they  have  known  from  previous  experience  that  Mr.  William 
Gibson  is  a sympathetic,  honest  and  understanding  artist. 

However,  since  the  condition  of  Polly  Thompson,  Helen' s advisor 
and  counsellorfor  so  many  years,  can  no  longer  be  relied  upon  to  peimit 
her  to  review  proposals  submitted  to  Helen,  the  trustees  teve  now  assumed 
the  duty  of  considering  and  aovising  upon  any  important  steps  taken  in 
Helen  Keller' s behalf. 

The  trustees  would  appreciate  receiving  a copy  of  the  contract 
concerning  this  play  which  you  have  executed  for  Helen  Keller. 

The  trustees  would  also  appreciate  receiving  a copy  of  the 
power  of  attorney  which  Helen  Keller  has  granted  to  you. 


With  warm  regards 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-3300 


May  12,  1959 


Dear  t.Irs.  Henney: 

IThat  an  honor  and  occasion 
for  joy  it  would  be  if  you  and 
Miss  Keller  could  find  it  pos- 
sible to  be  with  us  on 
CoTTmencement  Day. 

Mary  I.  Riordan 
"The  Sirht-Givei^ 

Lavelle  School  for  the 
BLIND. 


Dear  Nella  : 

Thanks  so  much  for  bringing  me  up 
to  date  on  matters  with  you  and 
Keith,  as  well  as  with  Helen. 

How  sad  that  Polly  is  losing  ground, 
instead  of  gaining. 

I hope  you  have  a wonderful  Summer. 


Affectionate  best, 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 
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Copy  of  letter  fron 

Doubledny  imd  Company,  Inc,  Publishers,  5?5  Madison  Avenue,  K.Y.  o 
To 

Miss  fi.'.mcy  H^ilton 
811  East  51  Street 
New  York  Cltj"" 


May  12,  1959 


Mi a a Nancy  Hamilton 
4-11  dast  51st  Street 
New  York  I7,  New  York 

Dear  Nancy: 


interested  in  the  poaaibilitios  of 
publishing  a Helen  Keller  picture  book  v/hich  would  derive 

fine  film  you  produced.  I say  largely 
rather  than  entirely  because  we  mifjht  well  want  to  use  the 
material  reprinted  from  some  of  the  other  Helen  heller  books 
we  have  been  privilet^ed  to  publish. 


As  I understand  it,  there  are  four  people  it  would  seem 
should  properly  share  in  revenues:  Miss  Keller,  Nella  Hennoy. 

Shute  and  yourself.  We,  could  pay  out  a maximum  of  a 
10/i)  royalty  on  a picture  book,  with  an  extraordinary  investment 
in  plates  and  manufacturin;’,  and  I would  be  prepared  to 
divide  that  anyway  you  think  proper  - perhaps  2}if>  to  each 
j>arty.  We  could  offer  a S2,000  advance,  which  I should  think 
would  go  to  Jhuta  and  yourself  since  you  will  probably  be 
most  active  in  the  translation  of  the  film  material  into  a 
book,  and  therefore  have  the  immediate  outlay  of  tine  and 
labor.  However I that  again  can  be  as  everyone  sees  fit. 

I do  not  have  final  dimensions  of  the  bock  in  size  in  mind, 
or  anything  else.  It  Just  seems  to  us  that  v;ith  our  continuing 
interest  in  Miss  Keller  and  the  Indications  from  your  film, 
that  we  might  do  a graphic  treatment.  It  seems  a good  idea, 
and  I hop  e you  agree . 

If  so,  I'd  like  to  meet  with  Shute  as  soon  as  is  reasonably 
possible. 


Best , 


Samuel  . Vau  ?han 


(transcribed  in  Mr.  Vaurhan's  absence) 


H-y 


De'.'.r  ^‘ella, 

The  enclosed  came  today,  and  must  be  thought  of.  It  v;as  I who  suggested 
to  I<!r.  ViiUighn  that  the  money  should  be  split  some  way  between  Helen,  ycu, 

S hute  and  me,  and  I thinl:  I should  have  included  Polly,  too,  I did  not 
suggest  the  ratio  but  think  this  looks  like  sense.  I have  no  more  idea 
of  book  roJ-aHies  or  adv:'nces  than  you  have  theatrical  dittos,  but 
before  w e even  bother  to  check  on  the  rightness  of  this  offer,  I supnose 
because  the  Foundations  o'-.-n  the  film  ^'roper,  w « had  better  submit  the 
ouesticn  of  the  propiitjpo  of  such  a book  being  done  ■ t o’  to  J nsen 
Hoyesjs  '.'so  the  propriety  of  our  receiving  personal  yoy^’ties.  I sug- 
reted  tr  t Shuts  night  have  the  time  'ind  be  best  tc  put  t\  e bcob/ 

togthher,  but  have  done  little  more  th-n  mention  it  in  posadr-g  to 
Shute  himself,  though  I knov;  he  is  hard  up  and  something  that  might  h = .vs  the 
faintest  possibility  of  bringing  in  future  royalties  would  be  wonderful 
for  him.  If  a preface  is  to  be  written  I would  like  to  reserve  the  right 
to  have  a whack  at  it,  if  all  are  agreed  and  I have  time.  I have  shown 
the  enclosed  to  Kit  and  she  feels  that  the  /^evy's  would  go  along  vrith  her 
in  releasing  all  royalties  to  ^elen,  Polly,  you,  Shute  .and  me,  but  of 
course  ^ would  check  with  then  eb^T.'ith  B.  de  Rothschild  before  we  went 
further  into  'iny  of  this.  Give  it  thought  -and  let  me  know  whst  you 
think.  There  wi’’  be  work  getting  out  .al?  our  old  'out  -shots'  all  of 
which  ai'e  stored  in  scores  of  cans  in  Kit's  ce'''.ar.  They'l''  all  have  to 
gc/ts  through,  I hope  by  Shute.  Fortun  .te''y  I have  the  stil''  Pl'.-tog’”aph 

sequence  here.  Hope  the  spring  h -.s  )iit  New  i^  mpshire.  It's  by-r  'ssed  us 
and  wc  'jae  p'unged  he.'d-on  into  sutri-.e"  we  the r.  M\ich  'rve  to  Ksit.  nd 

C. 


yen, 


Tlie  Board  of  Trustees  of 
Tljc  Lavellc  Sclioo!  for  tlie  Blind 

rc<nicst  tlie  lionor  of  your  presence 
at  tKc 

Forty-tfiird  Annual  Commencement 

to  Lc  licld 

at  tke  Scliool 

2-jlst  Street  and  Paulding  .Avenue 
Bronx  69,  New  Yorlt 

Tkursdaj,  tke  eig'liteentli  of  June,  1959 

at  tkrec  o cloclc 


Nancy  Hamilton 
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411  Eeot  51  St. 
Hew  ^ork»22.NT 


May  25.  1959 


Dearest  Helen  and  •‘"oily, 

As  this  is  a business  letter,  I wont  ettoiapt  to 
punch  it  out  myself,  as  you  v/ovild  never  know  what  the  business  is 
about,  but  before  -noing  into  that,  I must  tell  you  what  a wonderful 
Helen  Keller  day  it  was  at  the  fYnited  Hgtions.  Mt's  voice  reading 
iieiin's  lovely  letter  was  moving  end  eloquent;  Bob  Barhett  and  •‘r'ic 
both  paid  heartfelt  tribute  to  both  of  you,  and  Ambassador  Lodge 
spoke  vTith  sxirprising  feeling  -nd  force.  It  was  marvelous  to  see 
the  young  foreim  students  who  are  being  trained  at  the  I^erkino 
Schhol  for  the  Blind  to  go  back  to  i"ersia,  India,  *^epan  and  jhirkey 
to  teach.  I had  a short  but  interesting  talk  with  a young  Iranian- 
I think  he  was — who  spoke  English  beautifully  and  had  seen  much 
of  the  world  with  his  eighties'  eyes.  I en^Joyed  bin  immensely, 

Dick  Woo<^  was  there~he  has  gone  back  to  his  old  trade,  architecture l- 
and  is  putting  up  houses  by  the  dozens  in  ^-asthhalJton,  He  sent  you 
a great  deal  of  love  and  hopes  you'll  let  him  come  to  see  you  one 
day  this  summer. 


How  to  hutinesa,  I had  a letter  two  weeks  ago  from 
Sflinual  Vaughn,  one  of  the  editors  at  Doubleday,  saying  they  are  eager 
to  ibliah  a Helen  Keller  'jiicture-book*  based  on  pi  ture  and  text 
drawn  f ro-’.  film'.  Ken  lacCormick  .Trote  Hella  about  this  and  she 

referred  to  me,  as  Jinny  Shu  e and  l would  probably  be  best 

qualified  to  put  ruch  a book  together,  knov/iag  the  film  footage  and 
the  script  better  than  anyone  else,  if  you  two  feel  thtt  it  should  be 
done,  Ito*.  Waughn  said  Doubleday  would  pay  a ten  penrent  royalty  for 
the  book,  to  be  split  at  my  sugge  tion  into  five  equal  parts — two 
percent  to  each  of  you  two,  Kella,  Jimmy  and  myself.  He  also  aaid 
they  would  pay  a two  thousand  dol  ar  advance,  which  he  suggested 
he  advanced  to  Jim  y and  me  because  the  ork  of  compiling  and  ed- 
itting  such  a book  vould  f .^11  mainly  on  our  aho  Iders , 

Kirst,  musy  ssy  that  I have  no  ifUxi  if  the  amount 
of  the  percentage  and  advance— to  whomever  paid—  is  co  mensurate 
with  other  hook  r yalties,  but  this  woxild  not  be  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain if  you  are  agr^bable  to  having  the  book  published.  Second,  I 
must  tell  you  that  Hella  so  far  refuses  to  consider  any  royalty  for 
heraelf.  I have  arguod  with  her  that  the  film  would  never  have  been 
made  without  her  constant  wokk  and  assistance,  but  she  insists  that 
the  film  was  something  quite  else,  and  as  sho  would  not  be  involved 
-n  the  act.;al  work  of  the  hook,  she  v/ould  take  nothing,  Sho  kno^vs 
that  Jlrrr'y  cannot  afford  to  work  for  nothing,  c-nd  at  thir  moment  I 
am  not  o^e  that  I can  either,  much  ao  I would  like  to.  It  is  my 
hope  thatfshould  the  book  be  done  at  all,  hella  would  accept  an  equal 
share  of  'the  royalties,  and  if  oho  chooses  to  gi'Ve  it  to  r.  'worthy  cause 
t^t  would  be  her  affti^  Just  as  if  1 can  afford  to  give  my  ahnre  to 
the  AURvI  worthy  cause',  that  .vould  be  my  affair.  It  would  o}do  be  my 
aamost  hopoi  I know  how  Holla  feels  for  it  goes  against  my  grain  to 
make  any  peroonal  gnln  from  the  film— even  from  a by-product  of  the 


2. 

of  the  film— hut  iny  res^oTircea  are  a little  low,  ant^,  whatever  work 
I do  notjnuat  he  with  the  prospect  of  replenishing  my  coffer,  or 
rather  paying  my  grocer. 

Please  lot  me  know  how  you  feel  ahovit  all  this,  for 
if  you  approve  of  the  hook  being  done  and  of  the  terms  in  general, 
I would  like  to  clear  up  detatlWvvdth  Douhleday  if  possible  before 
I leave  for  the  Vineyard,  and  also  begin  to  assemble  film,  still 
photpgrnphs  and  captions. 

I am  delighted  that  I may  be  seeing  you  two  for  lunch 
at  2;it's  next  ‘^uanday.  I hope  it  will  be  a lovely  day  and  that  you 
will  feel  like  coning,  for  it's  beautiful  at  Snodons  n2)w,  nnd  the 
river  is  rushing  with  latmches  and  cruisers  and  sight-seeing  boats 
and  tugs  and  barges  and  freighters,  and  the  v/oods  are  do’.vnright 
tropical  with  Jtingle  greenery.  Much  love  to  you  both  aivd  to  Mrs. 
Corbel]^  from 

Yo^l^  ever  devoted 


Kit  had  a veiy  funny  new  story  about  Roosevelt,  Churchill,  Krutchev 
and  the  Pope.  You  must  ask  her  to  tell  youi  And  you  know  who  can 
never  remember  a funny  story  long  enough  to ’pass  it  along — ^yovir 
continuously  loving  and  f Tinny  friend,  Haney. 


JANSEN  NOYES,  Jr,,  Presidcni 


*GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


*•  M.  C MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary  J.  P.  MORGAN,  II,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  V,  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 

HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNEH 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D,,  LLD. 

Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


May  27,  1959 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snovrville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

Mrs.  Seide  has  asked  me  to  send  you  Mr.  Migel's 
address.  It  is  as  follows; 

Mr.  Richard  Migel 
King,  Quirk  &.  Company 
2$  Broadway 
New  York,  New  York 

As  soon  as  Mrs.  Seide  gets  the  chance  to  write, 
you  will  be  hearing  from  her.  Meanwhile,  she  has  asked  me 
to  send  you  her  warm  regards. 


Sincerely  yours, 

Lurana  Herlihy  \J 

Secretary  to  Mrs.  Seide 
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15  Broad  Street 
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HANOVER  2-AI20 


Jiine  4>  1959 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
in  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

I am  soriy  to  be  so  late  in  coming  back  to  you  but 
had  been  waiting  to  hear  from  Mr.  Adams  before  writing  to  you. 

As  a result  of  Illness  in  his  family  and  other 
matters,  he  has  been  unable  to  complete  his  study  concerning 
the  position  of  your  Power  of  Attorney  relative  to  the  agree- 
ments that  Helen  Keller  signed  in  1932  with  her  trustees  and 
her  advisory  group. 

He  asked  me  to  take  over  on  tiiis  for  him  and  I have 
submitted  both  papers  to  counsel  for  their  advice.  I will  be 
back  to  you  as  soon  as  I hear. 


Sincerely  yours. 


I 


Tft-s.  Keith  Kenney, 

Foss  Mountain, 
Snoirville, 


New  liampshire 


MrSS  REBECCA  MACK 
4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTiSN  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE! 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 
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THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 


WASHINGTON  25,  D.  C. 


Reference  Department 
Division  for  the  Blind 


June  4,  1959 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


In  reply  to  your  letter  of  May  21,  upon 
examination  of  the  books  mentioned  by  you,  a decision 
has  been  made  to  order  Gregor  Mendel  by  Hany  Sootin 
in  press  Braille.  In  the  Interim,  you  may  be  interested 
to  know  that  Msndelism  and  evolutioB  by  E.  B.  Ford  is 
available  in  English  Braille  from  the  New  York  Library 
for  the  Blind,  166  Avenue  of  the  Americas,  New  York  13. 


I trust  that  you  have  received  the  Braille 


might  be  of  assistance  to  Miss  Keller. 

Very  truly  yours. 


might  be  of  assistance  to 


Division  for  the  Blind 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attoniey  for  Helen  Keller 
Foss  Mountain 


Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


June  5,  I960 


Dearest  Elsa, 


with  you  when  I think  of'lt.  I hope  you  wS^“ 
not  alone,  hut  I am  afraid  you  were.  At  any 
rate  you  are  now  wrapped  in  the  love  of  your 
friends  and  I hope  the  Keneral 
outlook  is  really  as  cheerful  as  you  make  it 
seen],  I will  write  Helen  a note. 

We  have  been  up  here  for  nearly 
a month — everything  serene  and  beautiful 
except  for  black  flies  and  mosquitoes  (the 
mosquitoes  an  unpleasant  surprise  this  time 
these  nuisances  are  slacklnK 
off— we  are  Just  so  glad  to  be  in  the  woods 
where  It  is  quiet  and  fragrant,  Keith  and  I 
both  wish  you  were  with  us  and  we  both  send 
our  love-- 


ti 


Miss  Rebecca  mack 

;pf^yjfinyY^*>r?p^'5t"^?g'gi;:igrf«ysoMMERFiELD  apartments 

798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 


Dear  Nella: 


June  9,  1959. 


I am  enclosing  a list  of  the  books,  all 
juvenile,  that  have  ccme  out  about  Helen  or  are  about  to 
come  out,  as  I can  see  by  your  1 fitter  that  you  cj-tcr  do 
not  1-U30W  about  all  of  them.  The  Hichok  book  is  already 
out,  for  some  time,  in  fact,  and  only  two  more  are  to 
come.  The  two  b3'’  Tibbie  are  the  same  book,  only  the 
English  and  American  editions,  but  there  are  slight 
alterations  in  the  text.  I think  they  are  all 
ccmmonplace,  but  I also  think  the  two  that  are  coming 
in  August  will  be  the  best  of  all.  So  far,  the  Tibbie 
book  is  the  best.  I have  sent  Helen  copies  of  all  of 
them,  but  have  no  idea  whether  or  not  she  has  received 
them,  as  I'-Srs.  Seide  has  not  kept  up  with  such  things, 

and  of  course,  Helen  can't.  3jfhave  also  sent  copies  of 


them  all  to  Mildred,  and  she  has  enjoyed  them.  I shall 
send  the  two  in  August  to  Helen  and  Mildred,  too,  and 
have  said  that  this  last  one  6nd  the  two  th  t are 
coming  will  he  He  .en»s  birthday  present,  as  I have 
long  since  given  out  of  ideas  for  gifts  for  her. 

IJy  intellige|!nce  system,  as  you  call  it 
is  really  very  simple.  It  consists  first  in  the  fact 
that  the  head  of  the  book  store  where  I have  dealt 


all  ray  life  is  a friend  of  mine,  and  she  is  constantly 
on  the  lookout  for  any  books  about  Helen  or  that  might 
contain  mention  of  her.  Besides  that,  I go  to  the 
library  once  or  twice  a month  and  look  up  in  all  the 
monthly  publications,  such  as  "Readers'  Guide",  the 
"Cummulatlve  Book  Index",  "BiograJilTS’'  Index", 

"Education  Index",  and'-^Essay  and  General  Literature 
Index",  also  the  "International  Index",  which  never 
has  anything,  anything  new  that  might  case  out  about 
Helen,  both  in  book  form  or  in  periodicals.  I iiave 

done  this  sUioe  1913,  so  you  can  see  vtw  ^ 
a treceudous  and  =<»plete  cdllectdon. 


Mtss  Rebecca  Mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE,  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 

six  bookcases,  but  it  isn't  absolutely  exclusively 
about  Helen,  as  I iiave  collected  everything  about  the 
deaf-blind  that  has  cone  out,  and  as  there  is  a great 
deal  cooing  out  now,  not  only  about  Helen,  but  about 
the  deaf-blind,  you  can  understand  wly  i3y  collection 
is  so  large. At  Teacher's  request,!  ha.ve  willed  tt  to 
Foundation.  I have  also  gotten  all  of  the  bibliograph- 
ies, by  Helga  Lende,  and  by  Pei-kins,  and  others,  said 
have  gotten  every  item  in  all  of  them.  This  is  all 
only  in  the  English  language,  as  Ij^ust  couldn't  start 
with  foreign  languages,  when  I couldn't  read  them 
mj-^self.  There  is  to  be  a se-ies  of  books  on  the  deaf- 
blind  that  the  Industlfel  Home  for  the  Blind  is 
piiblishing,  and  it  will  number  about  eight,  besides  one 
from  the  Fo'ijndation.  I've  said  that  when  I digest 
these,  I think  I'll  deserve  a Ph.D.Il  The  first  book 


is  out,  and  I nearly  got  brain  fag  reading  itJ 

Yes,  I had  heard  tlt.t  "The  Miracle 
Worker"  was  to  be  a stage  play,  but  am  disappointed 
that  Miss  Cornell  isn’t  taking  the  part  of  Teacher, 
since  that  has  always  been  her  araBition.  I saw  the 
T.  V.  play,  and  tliot  it  onlj^  fairly  good,  and  Ihave 
it  in  book  form,  published  by  Kno|!f.  I wonder  if 
the  stage  play  will  be  poiblished.  I felt  that  the  T.V. 
play  emphasized  the  bad  almost  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
good.  I mean,  I think  it  stopped  too  s .on,  and  the  real 
miracle  happened  after  "Water",  and  it  should  have 
gone  on  a li  :tle  longer,  and  shown  her  learning  to 
speak,  too. 

I had  a letter  from  Helen  this  week 
mj'self,  the  first  ]/liave  had  in  several  years.  She 
thinks  Polly  is  slowly  improving,  but  I think  it  is 
purely  wisliful  tiiinking.  I have  spoken  to  Nancy 
several  times,  and  she  said  one  of  the  chief  troubles 

with  Polly  is  that  she  is  eaten  up  with  remorse 


Miss  Rebecca  Mack 
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because  she  did  not  pT'e..are  someone  to  take  her  place, 
as  Teacher  pr  pared  her.  So  she  is  trying  to  do  it 
herself,  and  she  judt  can't.  Nancy  said  she  h s gotten 
so  possessive  of  Helen,  that  one  cannot  get  to  her — 
to  Helen — without  Polly.  You  co.;ld,  or  her  family, 
but  Nancy  and  Miss  Cornell  couldn't. 

And  Nancj^  had  everj^  reason  for  wanting 
to,  for  I called  her  and  Mrs.  Seide,  because  I need 
help  dreadfully,  and  feel  tlAt  Helen  is  the  only 
person  on  earth  who  can  help  me, spiritually . I 
hesitated  for  a long  time  to  go  to  her,  even  thru 
these  friends,  because  she  is  in  such  deep  trouble 
herself,  and  I hated  to  add  mine  to  her  already  full 
heart.  But  I was  in  despair,  and  could  see  no  other 
way  out. But  neither  Mrs.  Seide  nor  Nancy  got  thru  to 

her,  ana  her  letter  to  me  was  just  an  ordinary  letter  — 


If  any  of  Helen's  ld;tei-s  are  ordinary— and  did  not 
tell  me  vhat  I so  longed  to  ioiow  from  her.  I have  been 
so  terribly  ill,  with  no  ir^provement  or  release  in 
sight,  as  it  is  not  any  malignancy,  that  I go  thru 
daily  agony  in  the  bathroom.  I have  a non-functioning 
bowel,  which  ha^to  be  stinulated  into  functioning 
With  powerful  drugs  and  countless  enemas.  This  takes 
place  daily,  and  I am  in  agony  during  the  process.  Ther 
is  no  pain,  ^ufet  extreme  discomfort,  which  I do  not 
seem  able  to  "take".  i get  so  cccpletely  "down",  that 
I liave  felt  thaWiiave  lost  God,  lost  all  faith,  all 
hope,  all  courage.  All  I wanted  from  Helen  was  for  her 
to  send  me  a word  te_ling  me  how  to  regain  my  faith 
In  God's  goodness  and  His  Plan  of  Good,  in  which  she 
^o  devoutly  believes.  Oh  felt,  and  so  did  Mildred, 
tnat  Polly  was  intercepting  our  Braille  letters,  fearing 
there  might  be  sometliing  in  them  about  her,  and  Mildred 
has  stopped  >, siting  in  Braille,  and  I have  practically 
stopped  vrriting  to  everyone.  Hut  Mildred  herself  has 


Miss  Rebecca  Mack 
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been  a tren^endous  help  to  me,  doing  he.  best  to 
restore  my  faith  in  God,  and  she  really  has  helped. 
Helen's  letter  this  week,  hlio  it  didn't  mention  this 
subject,  helped,  too,  just  to  loiow  that  she  thot  of 
me.  Had  you  been  in  town,  I should  lis.ve  called  you, 
even  tho  I don't  feel  that  you  Icnow  me  as  -^^eH  as 
Nancy  does.  But  you  could  get  thru  to  Helen,  and  I 
know  you  would.  ¥e  will  see  how  I am  when  you  return 
in  the  fall,  for  if  I still  need  help  then,  I shall 
ask  you  to  toll  Helen.  Mildred  says  I liave  exalted 
PEOPLE  too  much,  and  I know  that  is  true,  and  that-i^ 
I had  the  faith  in  God  that  ijfeiave  in  Helen,  who  is 
only  mortal,  tho  a won  <£rf ul  mortal,  I would  be 
better  able  to  take  my  cross.  A minister  tri-d  to 
help  me,  but  without  success,  and  ]|liave  had  two 
psycMatrists,  also  without 


success.  It  is  really  not 


a case  for  psychiatry,  as  this  is  r=ally  physical. 
All  I need  is  the  spiritual  strength  to  stand  it. 


I have  bared  my  heart  to  you,  E;,'  dear. 


but  somehow,  because  we  both  loved  Teacher,  and  love 
Helen,  I tiink  you  will  unuerst...nd,  even  tho  it  lias 
been  years  sinoe  we  have  met.  I go  nowhere  practically, 
get  out  very,  very  litHe,  and  see  very  few  peo.le.  I'm 
just  not  up  to  it.  There  is  to  be  a meeting  in  Detroit 
next  month  on  the  deaf-blind,  and  they  have  begged  me 
to  be  there,  but  it  is  oii;  of  the  question. 


I got  an  offer  of  a co  y of  your  book  about  Teaher  for 
$7.50  yesterday,  but  I sent  it  right  to  I'rs.  Seide, 
as  I don't  think  thej’-  need  any  more.  So  if  you, by  a.Jiy 
ciiance,want  it,  get  in  touch  with  her. 


on  the  enclosed  paper  should  be  in  Helen's  library,  as 
I've  sent  them  all  to  her,  or  will  send  the  last  two. 


Before  I stop,  I want  to  tell  you  that 


Let  me  repeat,  that  all  of  the  books 


also. 


Miss  Rebecca  Mack 
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' The  True  BTOk  about  Helen  Keller",  bjr  Eileen  BiffliPrd 
published  by  Frederick  Muller,  LTD.  ^ London ^ 

Helen  Keller,  by  J.  H.  and  Anne  Tibbie,  published  bv 
Adam  ana  Charles  Black,  London.  -^isnea  oy 

^ Anne  Tibbie,  published  bv 

G.  P.  Pubnamis  Sons,  Hew  York.  cy 

Helen  Keller^'  by  Lorena  A.  Hickok,  one  of 
Hew  York?  Series,  published  by  Grosset  and  Dunlap, 

of  Darkness;  the  Story  of  Helen  Keller'  nv 
- yllis  Garlxck,  published  by  Lutterworth  Press^  ^Mon. 

In  1954,  appeared  a little  booklet  in  the  "Women  of 
Renown  series,  Helen  Keller,  by  Esther  Samms 
ESdon?^''  Hewnes  Educational  Publishing  Co'  LTD., 

To  appear  in  August: 

Helen  Keller  and  Anne  Sullivan 
0 ) j Helen  Waite  j publisner„'  Macrae-Smitlj^  H.  Y. 

SiiSe?:  Katfeerina  0«ans  Pears, 


June  10,  i960 


Dear  Mr.  Noyes; 


Thank  you  for  your 
Invitation  to  the  luncheon  at  the 
Gotham  Hotel  on  June  27  In  honor  of 
Helen  Keller's  birthday.  My  husband 
and  I regret  that  circumstances  make 
it  impossible  for  us  to  be  present, 
but  we  send  our  felicitations  and 
love  to  Helen,  our  good  wishes  to 
everybody  for  a happy  party. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  Jansen  Noyes  Jr. 
22  West  17  St. 

New  York  11 
New  York 


Snovf(fllle,  June  11,  I960 


Dearest  Nancy, 

After  ponierlnR  two  days  and  two  nights  I 
decided  that  Kit  had  given  me  the  opening  I needed  to 
apeak  to  Helen  about  MIRACLE  WORKER.  I am  sending  you 
a copy  of  the  letter  (begin  on  the  second  page)  and  I hope 
Kit  will  not  think  I have  taken  advantage  of  her. 

Of  course  I can  see  now  that  I should  have 
acted  with  more  spirit  and  decision  in  the  beginning,  I 
should  have  demanded  a meeting  of  the  trustees  and  the 
advisory  committee  first  thing  and  I should  have  demanded 
representation  at  the  conference  about  the  movie.  It 
would  have  been  better  for  both  Helen  and  the  Foundation 
If  I had,  but 

I sent  Mr,  Noyes  a polite  letter  (I mean  note) 
of  refusal,  regretting  that  "circumstances"  made  It 
Impossible  for  Keith  and  me  to  be  present  at  the  luncheon, 

I am  so  glad  you  and  Kit  are  to  be  there  and  I shall  want  to 
hear  all  about  lt~~all. 

My  devoted  love  to  you  both. 


Snowville,  June  11,  I960 


Dearest  Helen, 

1 must  tell  you  a boar  story.  The  Indigent 
took  place  near  here  In  the  spring  when  a rockhound  was  on 
an  expedition  in  the  mountains.  A rockhound  is  a person  who 
collects  rocks.  Most  of  them  are  excellent  climbers  and 
they  all  know  a good  bit  about  geology.  Like  other 
collectors  they  do  it  mainly  for  fun,  though  they  would  not 
be  averse  to  running  across  a deposit  of  gold  or  an  uranium 
or  beryllium  or  anything  else  of  great  commercial  value. 

At  any  rate  this  man  was  deep  in  the  mountains,  alone, 
hammering  away  on  a sloping  ledge  about  20  feet  up  from  the 
T,ore  level  ground  below,  when  suddenly  three  bears  appeared, 
a mother  and  two  cubs.  The  mothers  ore  always  dangerous  when 
they  are  with  their  cubs  and  the  man  didn't  like  his  situation 
at  all.  Ho  picked  up  a rock  (scared  as  ho  was  he  was  careful 
not  to  select  one  filled  with  beautiful  crysials)  and  threw  it, 
unfortunately  striking  one  of  the  cubs.  The  little  beast 
yelled  bloody  nnirder,  his  mother  began  grovllng  and  snorting 
and  a sniffing  around  in  anger  while  the  rockhound  lay  flat 
trying  to  look  like  pert  of  the  lodge,  ihe  mother  located 
the  offending  rock  which  still  bore  the  scent  of  the  man's 
hands,  fussed  about  it  for  quite  a while,  but  couldn't  pick 
up  the  scent  anywhere  else.  Dhe  paused  to  think,  looked 
about  her,  failed  to  see  the  rockhound,  decided  that  her  baby 
was  making  a great  to-do  about  nothing  and  slapped  him  so 
hard  that  ho  tumbled  into  the  bushes  about  six  wa  feet  away* 
crying  louder  than  ever.  The  world  must  have  seemed  as  in- 
comprehensible to  him  as  it  did  to  Job.  '’here  was  no  Justice 


anyvhere  an<J  1 can  Imagine  that  his  cries  were  "What  have  I 
done  to  deserve  this?  why  did  this  happen  to  me?”  and  there 
was  no  voice  In  the  whirlwind  to  toll  him,  Presently  the 
bears  moved  off  and  the  rockhound  went  hack  to  work,  promlalng 
himself  that  so  long  as  he  lived  he  would  never  throw  anything 
at  a bear,  anywhere,  any  time. 

Kit  told  me  about  her  lovely  visit  to  you  with  Fatly 

sorrow 

ruke,  I am  so  glad.  It  was  a great  bxxbk  to  me  that  I could  not 
bring  her  and  Annls  Bancroft  to  Arcan  Ridge  while  Polly  was 
alive,  but  of  course  our  dear  Folly  knew  that  she  was  not 
up  to  It.  It  was  anguish  to  me  then,  and  still  Is,  to  know 
that  It  Incr'^ased  her  suffering  to  be  aware  that  something 
very  Important  was  going  on,  that  she  was  not  fully  able  to 
comprehend,  and  that  she  could  not  take  the  vital  part  that  she 
always  had  In  everything  concerning  you,  I have  thanked  Qod  many 
times  that  the  decisions  were  mode  before  Folly’s  stroke  and  It 
eases  my  heart  (a  llttlej  to  remember  that  In  all  the  times  I 
talked  to  her  over  the  telephone  and  I managed  nearly  every  time 
to  bring  In  THT  HIRACLR  WORKKR  I never  had  one  word  of  reproach 
from  her,  only  words  of  love.  The  lest  time  was  about  two 
weeks  before  she  went  to  the  hospital.  Put  to  get  back  to 
Patty,  Isn’t  she  an  enchantress—a  wonder-child?  I have 
never  known  anyone  with  more  delicate  instincts  and  Intuitions. 
It  was  such  good  fortune  that  Bill  and  Arthur  and  Fred 
recognized  her  quality  Instantly,  ke  had  all  hoped  for  a fine 
little  actress,  but  I think  no  one  dared  hope  for  perfection, 
which  la  what  we  got.  Most  people  are  like  my  brother  Robert 
(we  saw  the  i lay  twice  In  Boston)*  he  couldn’t  take  his  eyes 
off  her  when  she  was  on  the  stage— It  was  so  like  the 


way  It  was  with  you  and  Teacher:  practically  no  one  would  look 
at  Teacher  when  you  were  around.  I am  so  Klad  you  Rave  her  the 
doll — I know  It  will  be  cherished  as  long  as  Fatty  lives.  I hope 
you  can  meet  Annie  one  of  these  days,  and  Arthur  and  Fred,  and 
some  of  the  rest  of  them. 

It  gladdened  me  to  the  depths  of  my  being  to  have  Kit 
love  TH^  MIRACLE  WORKER.  She  was,  as  you  know,  our  first  choice 
to  play  the  part  of  Annie  Sullivan  (the  business  aspects  of  the 
project  to  be  almost  exactly  the  same  as  in  the  present  production), 
but  fate  was  against  it.  It  is  like  i^-lt  to  have  no  jealousy  of 
Annie  "a  brilliant  actress"  she  called  her  when  she  was  talking 
to  me.  When  Kit  went  back  stage  that  night  there  were  three 
generations  of  theatrical  royalty  in  one  room:  Kit,  the 
^ueen,  and  the  two  princesses,  Annie  and  Fatty,  and  the  three 
of  them  brought  together  by  Annie  Sullivan  and  Helen  Keller. 

It  is  too  bad  about  the  strike.  Kit  says  that  the 
demands  are  unreasonable  and  she  is  afraid  the  struggle  will  be 
long  and  bitter.  It  takes  us  back  to  the  strike  at  the  time  of 
DELIVERANCE.  If  it  lasts  for  months  it  may  mean  the  end  of 
THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  on  Broadway,  but  it  will  not  mean  the  end 
of  TH’5’  MIRACLE  WORKER.  There  will  be  other  productions. 

I hope,  dear  Helen,  that  your  birthday  will  be  a 
happy  occasion.  It  is  wonderful  about  the  Helen  Keller 
International  Award  and  I know  that  Col.  Baker  well  deserves 
to  be  the  first  recipient.  Keith  Joins  me  in  sending  loving 
greetings — always  and  always. 


Nella 


HOWE  PRESS 


of  PERKINS  SCHOOL  FOR  THE  BLIND 


BRAILLE  BOOKS  and  APPLIANCES  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Mrs . Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Attorney  for  Helen  Keller 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

We  have  your  letter  of  June  10,  1959  and  regret  to  say  that  we 
do  not  have  a copy  of  THROUGH  GATES  OF  SPLENDOR  by  Elizabeth 
Eliott  and  therefore  are  unable  to  send  this  to  Miss  Helen 
Keller  as  you  requested. 

We  printed  this  book  for  the  Library  of  Congress  and  it  may 
be  that  you  could  obtain  one  of  these  books  from  The  Library 
for  the  Blind,  The  New  York  Public  Library,  166  Avenue  of  the 
Americas,  New  York  13,  New  York. 

We  are  sorry  we  cannot  be  of  assistance  in  this  matter. 


WATERTOWN  72,  MASS. 


June  11,  1959 


Very  truly  yours 


Jessie  R.  MacLeod 
Office  Manager 


JRM:gs 


/OViAyio  '■vyu. 

JJ<lJ  ^ ^ 
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My  good  friend: 


22  WEST  17  STREET,  NEW  YORK  11 


N 


HELEN 
KELLER 
I WORLD 
,42  CRUSADE 


for 


Mrs.  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower,  Honorary  Chairman  ■■ 

Miss  Katharine  Cornell,  Chairman  lllw 


blind 


The  enclosed  bulletin,  AFOB  EXTRA,  is  an  appropriate  way,  we  think,  to 
bring  you  news  of  Helen  Keller,  who  has  been  news  most  of  her  life. 


The  distinguished  author.  Zona  Gale,  once  put  it  that  Helen  was  "news 
from  God  concerning  the  God  in  man."  She  has  been  a constant  inspira- 
tion since  the  day  over  70  years  ago  when  her  beloved  teacher,  Anne 
Sullivan  Macy,  entered  her  life  and  set  her  on  the  road  back  to  the 
world  from  which  she  had  been  banished  in  infancy  by  an  illness  that 
left  her  incurably  blind  and  deaf.  That  day  marked  the  beginning  of  a 
life  devoted  to  helping  others. 


"Humbly  I rejoice,"  she  has  said,  "that  the  Lord  has  accepted  whatever 
abilities  I have  for  the  liberation  of  the  blind  of  the  world."  That 
statement  reflects  Helen  Keller's  concern  for  the  more  than  12,000,000 
blind  men,  women  and  children  - nine-tenths  of  the  world's  total  - liv- 
ing overseas  in  countries  ravaged  by  war,  poverty  and  disease.  It  ex- 
presses, too,  the  breadth  of  compassion  motivating  her  work  with  the 
American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind,  the  only  agency  for  the  sight- 
less whose  program  is  completely  world-wide  in  scope.  She  helped  to 
establish  it  over  40  years  ago,  and  strives  constantly  for  its  expan- 
sion - not  only  to  rebuild  lives  broken  by  blindness,  but  to  extend 
international  understanding  and  world  peace. 


Helen  will  be  80  years  old  in  June  1960,  and  it  is  hope  - a hope  I 
share  with  the  outstanding  Americans  whose  names  appear  on  this  letter  - 
that,  as  a birthday  tribute  to  her,  all  Americans  will  join  with  us  in 
the  "Helen  Keller  World  Crusade  for  the  Blind"  and  contribute  towards 
the  fulfillment  of  her  dream.  Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  "Helen 
Keller  Crusade"  and  mailed  to  Miss  Keller  with  the  coupon  on  the  back 
of  the  AFOB  EXTRA.  Please  give  as  generously  as  you  can. 


NATIONAL 

COMMITTEE 

J3mes  S.  Adams 
Hon.  Leona  Baumgartner 
Van  Wyck  Brooks 
James  F.  Brownlee 
Miss  Pearl  S,  Buck 
Hon.  Joseph  S.  Clark,  Jr. 


Norman  Cousins 

Gardner  Cowles 

John  Daly 

Miss  Jessica  Daves 

Mrs.  Lucy  Jennings  Dickinson 

Hon.  C.  Douglas  Dillon 

Walt  Disney 

Miss  Irene  Dunne 

Hon.  James  A.  Farley 


Henry  Ford  II 

Rev,  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick 
Mr.  & Mrs.  Bruce  Gould 
Rev.  Billy  Graham 
Dr.  A.  Whitney  Griswold 
John  Gunther 
Hon.  Lister  Hill 
Rev.  John  Haynes  Holmes 
Hon.  Herbert  Hoover 


Hon.  Amory  Houghton 
Walter  Moving 
Eric  A,  Johnston 
Dr  Wilbur  K.  Jordan 
H.  V.  Kaltenborn 
Hon.  John  F.  Kennedy 
Miss  Eva  Le  Gallienne 
David  E.  Lilienthal 
Hon,  Henry  Cabot  Lodge 


Guthrie  McClintic 
George  Meany 
Edward  R.  Murrow 
John  M.  Olin 

Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam 
Edward  M.  Queeny 
Walter  P.  Reuther 
Victor  Riesel 
Mrs,  Eleanor  Roosevelt 


Howard  A.  Rusk,  M D. 
Hon.  Dalip  Singh  Saund 
Igor  I.  Sikorsky 
Rabbi  Abb.i  Hillel  Silver 
Alfred  P.  Sloan,  Jr. 

Ed  Sullivan 
Miss  Ailene  Talmey 
Lowell  Thomas 
James  Thurber 


June  16,  1959 


Dear  Rebecca, 

Thank  you  very  much  for  the  list 
of  books  about  Helen.  1 shall  read  them  as  they 
come  out  and  send  Helen  a report  on  .hem. 

I am  terribly  sorry  that  you  have 
been  so  ill  and  depressed.  During  the  l-^st  few 
years  I have  learned  at  first  hand  what 
like  I won't  weary  you  with  details,  but  this 
iL?*wlnter  I had  shingles  and  bursitis  at  the 
same  time  and  suffered  such  pain  f f 
kn  ,wn  existed  and  v;hen  it  was  at  its  u.-lght  there 
was  no  ..hiiosoF’ny  that  I could  think  of  that  would 
help.  When  1 was  over  the  shingles  and  bursl  is 
(traces  of  the  bursitis  linger)  other  ailments 
Uruck  me  and  I went  into  a period  of  great  despair, 
in  circumstances  like  these  I think  we  nave  to 
dig  into  ourselves  for  strength,  knowing  t..at  the.e 
is  a higher  Tower,  call  It  God,  that  we  can  lea 
upon, 

Helen  knows  that  you  have  not  been 
well  and  It  troubles  her  — she  spoke  to  me  about  -t 
last  lime  I saw  her.  You  know  her  well  enough  o 
know  what  she  would  say.  She  has  given  us  her 

and  pMlosoi'ny  In  TU-  OP^S  ^on-ln  all 
her  books,  in  fact,  but  in  this  ^ 

may  rest  assured  that  Helen  does  get  your  letters 
and  that  she  thinks  of  you.  I'.ayhe  you  are  flgh.lng 
ySurself  too  much-bu^.  de.ar  girl  I f 

to  say  except  that  I know  it  is  hard,  hard,  hard. 

I hope  that  by  this  time  the  light 
has  begun  to  break. 


Affectionately , 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowvllle 
New  Hampshire 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney, 
Foss  Mountain, 
Snowille, 


New  Hampshire 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


June  18,  1959 


The  two-vol-ume 
GATES  OP  SPLENDOR  BY 
sent  to: 


braille  copy  of  THROUGH 
Elizabeth  Elliot  was 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westport,  Connecticut. 

on  June  17,  1959. 


Braille  Department 
Library  for  the  Blind 


Mtss  Rebecca  mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 


TO: 


~Xr 


it 

Co-K-s. 

I 


FROM:  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Snowvllle,  June  20,  I960 


Dearest  Helen, 

The  natural  history  books  state  that  coons 
eat  insects,  aquatic  animals,  corn,  and  vegetables.  From 
personal  observation  I can  add  that  they  eat  roast  beef, 
broiled  chicken,  squash  pie,  rotten  bananas,  and  Ice  cream. 

It  has  been  very  amusing  to  watch  our  coon  handle  these 
unfamiliar  dishes.  It  didn't  take  him  long  to  discover  that 
the  simplest  way  to  eat  the  pie  was  to  lap  up  the  filling, 
then  take  the  crust  endwise  between  his  paws  and  nibble  It 
down  the  way  a caterpillar  nibbles  the  edge  of  a leaf.  And 
It  didn't  take  him  long  to  discover  that  Ice  cream  Is  not 
to  be  eaten  in  big  gulps;  like  a child  he  began  with  big  bites 
but  like  a child  he  soon  began  to  eat  It  a little  at  a time. 
One  morning  we  brought  back  from  the  lake  a fine  mess  of 
perch  and  14  sunflsh;  the  latter  are  known  as  "trash  fish" 
because  they  are  not  very  good  to  eat  and  yet  they  consume 
the  food  that  would  support  more  desirable  fish  like  perch 
and  trout  and  pickerel;  we  keep  them  when  we  catch  them  and 
bury  them  In  the  garden  as  the  Indians  used  to  do  to 
fertilize  the  soil.  We  were  about  to  set  out  for  the  garden 
with  them  when  the  coon  appeared  and  so  we  put  them  on  an 
aluminum  pie  plate  and  took  It  out  to  the  yard.  Inviting 
him  to  help  himself.  The  biggest  sunflsh  was  about  the  size  of 
your  hand  and  though  the  others  were  smaller.  It  was  a very 
big  plateful  of  flsh--much  more  than  *'ielth  and  I together  could 
have  eaten,  even  If  we  had  been  very  hungry  for  fish.  Just 
guess  how  many  the  i coon  ate.  The  little  rascal  did  not  atop 
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until  he  had  every  slnRle  one  of  them  Inside  of  him,  scales, 
guts,  fins  and  alll  Generally  Ith*  he  puts  in  an  appearance 
at  least  twice  a day,  but  this  time  he  let  32  hours  go  by 
before  he  came  back  a-begging.  It  was  Interesting  to  note 
that  in  eating  the  fish  he  always  began  with  the  head,  but 
whether  it  was  instinct  or  experience  th*^-.t  made  him  know 
that  the  sharp  fins  would  scratch  his  throat  if  h~  began 
with  the  tall  we  cannot  say.  (Our  dear  friend  and  mentor  Mr. 
Nichols  of  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  taught  us 
never  to  make  an  observation  about  birds  or  other  animals 
unless  we  were  able  to  back  it  up  from  our  own  knowledge.) 

We  had  read  that  the  coon  vas  a formidable  adversary 
in  battle,  but  he  is  so  dainty  and  so  sv;lft  in  movement  that 
we  did  not  see  Just  how  he  could  put  up  much  of  a fight  until 
we  saw  him  descend  a tree.  A tree  is  where  he  takes  refuge  when 
danger  threatens;  he  scampers  up  head  first.  But  when  he 
descends  it  is  head  down,  which  means  that  those  delicate- 
looking,  black-mittened  front  feet  have  tremendous  strength: 
they  have  to  support  the  whole  weight  of  his  rather  heavy  body . 
I don't  worry  about  a fight  with  him,  but  there  have  been 
times  when  he  has  been  so  chummy  that  I >as  afraid  he  might 
want  to  sit  on  my  lap  as  he  ate.  I wouldn't  like  that  because 
if  I made  the  slightest  movement  that. he  did  not  understand 
(and  how  could  1 explain?)  he  might  bring  his  teeth  into 

play  on  my  arm  or  thigh. 

^ilven  moe  eng'^glng  than  the  coon  is  our  other 

A 

little  neighbor,  the  chipmunk.  Late  one  afternoon  I threw 
out  several  slices  of  bread  for  whoever  might  want  them  and 
the  chipmunk  was  the  first  comer,  "e  decided  to  take  the  whole 
slice  at  once  to  his  burrow,  so  he  stood  on  it,  then  took  the 
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far  edge  in  his  mouth,  gavs  a great  tug  anf^  threw  himself 
over  backward  Into  a somersault.  Ho  tried  this  several 
times  while  ■^olth  and  I laughed  until  we  were  In  tears 
before  It  occurred  to  him  that  It  might  be  a good  Idea  to 
bite  off  a piece  at  a time.  Then  by  stuffing  his  cheek 
pouches  he  finally  got  away  with  It,  A friend  of  ours  who 
spent  a week-end  with  us  a short  time  ago  called  the  chip- 
munk an  enchanting  animal,  '•fe  agree.  As  a comedian  he  has 
the  skill  and  elegance  of  Charlie  Chaplin  at  his  best, 

Charlie  Chaplin  when  you  and  Teacher  knew  him. 

*he  friend  of  whom  I have  Just  sp-oken  was  born  in 
Poland,  ■.■’hen  ha  was  hero  the  forget-me-nots  which  we  have 
naturalized  along  our  little  brook  were  In  full  bloom, 
patch  after  patch  of  lovely  blue.  Cur  friend  said  It 
reminded  him  of  Poland,  he  hadn't  seen  such  forge t-ne-nots 
since  his  boyhood,  Bomahow  this  homely  detail  made  Poland 
seem  closer  to  me  than  anything  else  I have  ever  come  across, 
Keith's  magazines  have  given  slim  pickings  of  late. 

The  most  promising  article  of  recent  date  that  I have  found 

0 

Is  about  assassin  bugs,  a story  of  such  horror  that  I think 
you  will  want  very  little  of  It,  There  are  more  than  2^00 
8, ecles  of  these  terrible  creatures  scattered  throughout 
the  world  and  the  only  good  they  do,  so  far  as  I can  tall, 

Is  to  destroy  other  Insects  like  the  rhinoceros  beetle  which 
Is  such  a past  In  the  coconut  groves  on  the  Island  of  Zanzibar. 
The  assassins  are  equipped  with  a hypiodermlc  syringe  with  which 
they  Insert  Into  the  body  of  their  victim  a singularly  venomous 
saliva.  The  alive  paralyzes  the  victim,  then  broake  down  the 
cells  of  the  soft  parts  of  Its  body,  reducing  them  to  llqui!^ 
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and  then  the  assaBsln  drinks  the  llquidl  Scientists  are  studying 

the  deadly  saliva  In  their  never-ending  search  for  Insecticides, 

but  they  have  not  thought  up  a hypodermic  with  which  to  Inject 

It  Into  the  Insects  we  want  to  get  rid  of. 

I think  you  may  be  as  surprised  as  I was  to  learn 

that  there  Is  a tremendous  revival  of  Interest  In  Edmund  Ssukax 

Burke.  All  I ever  read  of  his  was  the  speech  on  conciliation 

with  the  American  colonies  and  that  under  duress  when  I 

was  in  high  school.  You  may  remember  that  Dr.  Johnson  said,  X 

beneath 

"You  could  not  stand  with  that  nan  er!<iik  a shade  while  It  rained 
but  you  must  be  convinced  that  you  had  been  standing  with  the 
greatest  man  you  had  ever  seen."  Hazlltt  said  that  his 
style  "has  the  solidity  -^nd  the  sparkling  effect  of  a diamond.'/ 
Gladstone  who  read  him  constantly  spoke  of  him  as  "sometimes 
almost  divine"  and  In  our  own  day  the  novelist  Somerset  Maugham 
has  written  of  his  "dazzling  gifts... for  epigram  and  for 
irony®,  his  wisdom,  his  sense  , his  pathos,  his  Indignation 
and  his  nobility."  I believe  (and  hope)  that  it  Is  his 
wisdom  and  k nobility  which  Is  attracting  our  present  generation 
which  is  so  poor  in  these  qualities.  Take  this  sentence  from 

the  speech  on  conciliation:  "Magnanimity  in  politics  Is  not 

truest  j 

seldom  the  gxaakKXk  wisdom;  and  a great  empire  and  iittJ-e 

minds  go  ill  together."  I wish  all  the  men  who  are  now 

running  for  President  would  begin  the  day  by  reading  these  words 
pondering 

and  jBBdBxiBg  upon  them. 

lowards  the  end  of  the  week  we  shall  have  with  us 
Keith's  oldest  nephew  and  his  bride;  this  will  be  the  eighth 
couple  that  has  spend  all  or  a part  of  the  honeymoon  period 
on  our  hill.  It  Is  so  wonderful  to  have  such  contact  with  young 
people.  Years  ago  I read  a statement  of  Aaron  Burr's  (rascal 
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that  he  was,  but  so  attractive);  "It  la  a luxury  to  see  people 
happy,"  It  Is  the  greatest  luxury  I have  ever  Icnown  and  we 
have  It  now  In  abundance  with  the  two  younfi;  couples  who  are 
busy  tearing  down  the  house  and  barn  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
to  create  their  new  dreamhouses.  Life  brings  no  much 
anguish  and  sorrow  that  I do  not  see  how  we  could  bear  It 
If  it  were  not  for  such  Interludes  as  those. 

My  love  always  and  Keith's  with  It,  Nella 


Miss  Rebecca  mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE,  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 


Dear  Nella ; 


June  27,  1959. 


I waited  to  answer  your  wonderful 
letter  for  two  reasons.  First,  I hoped  to  be  able  to 
tell  you  that  I had  heard  from  Helen,  but  alas,  I 
haven’t.  A..d  ^condly,  I hurt  my  finger,  which  made 
typing  difficult,  and  even  now,  I am  making  more 
mistakes  than  usual. 


Your  letter  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  I have  ever  iiad  from  anj^bodj’-,  including 
Helen.  I had  no  idea  you  have  been  so  ill,  too,  and 
pray  with  all  my  heart  that  j’^ou  are  getting  better. 
So  far,  the  light  has  not  begun  to  break  for  me,  but 
I am  hc^g  that  it  will  before  too  long.  Yes,  I do 
ioiow  whs.t  Helen  would  say,  and  that  alone  sustains 
me.  I did  have  a letter  from  her,  but  it  was 
>o-itten  before  I sent  her  iiry  call  for  help. 


It  is  sni/ireX"  fitting  that  I should,  v/rite  to  you 
today ^ her  birthday,  I have  not  yet  fomd  the  inner 
strength  you  spoke  of,  and  ain  afraid  I am  so  low  down, 
that  I will  need  help  to  find  it.  That  is  why  I wrote 
to  Helen,  feeling  that  she  could  help  me,  when  even 
a minister  failed.  Perhaps  when  the  thanks  me  for  my 
birthuay  gift^ — a small  bird  bath  for  her  window  sill, 
which  I happened  to  see  in  a Ilorist's  window — |She 
'Will  answer  luy  call  for  help.  In  the  meantime,  you 
and  Kancy  and  Mildred  have  all  helped,  cind  I want  3’’ou 
to  knovr  and  realize  all  3'"ou  have  done  for  me.  You 
have  made  me  feel  less  alone,  and  that  sonebody  cared. 

I try  dail3'-  to  follow  your  adiice,  and  hope  soKe  day 
to  win  out,  tho  there  is  no  hope  of  ever  being  well, 
only  of  being  better  able  to  bear  m3'’  lot. 

I was  disappointed  that  in  the  OPEN  DOOR, 
Helen  did  not  include  my  favorite  passage  from  her 
writings,  from  MIDSTREAI'f,  "God's  purpose  of  good  which 

runs  like  a thread  of  gold  through  all  tnings".  That 


Mrss  Rebecca  Mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 

sentence  is  my  gi?datest  consolation,  for  I try  to 
thint.  that  something  good  will  come  of  tMs  suffering. 
Just  as  so  much  g ■.'od  has  come  from  Helen's  being  deaf 
and  blind.  In  fact,  that  sentence  is  my  religion. 

About  the  books  about  Helen,  I do  want 
you  to  understand  tha.t  thay  are  all  published  now 
hut  the  last  two  on  my  list,  even  the  Hickok  book,  and 
taMCilheve  ought  to  be  copies  of  them  all  in  the  librar: 
at  ^can  Ridge,  for  I've  sent  them,  tho  the  Lord  only 
knows  wnat  the  girls  wlio  opened  the  packages  may  have 
done  with  them.  I think  Mrs.  Seide  could  find  them 
if  sue  tried.  And  I sliall  sen4,the  two  last  ones 
when  thej-  are  :.^’jblished  in  August. 

From  what  I hear  about  Helen  from  those 
on  the  scene,  she  is  almost  a prisoner.  Polly  has 
becoBe  so  possessive,  that  she  won't  even  let  anyone 


else  spell  to  her. Nanay  and  Miss  Cornell  and  her 
husband  went  out  to  see  her,  and  th^  couldn't  get 
near  her  to  give  hj  my  message,  and  neither  can  Mrs. 
Seide.  The  Foundation  wanted  her  to  write  a letter  to 
a deaf-blind  girl  who  has  just  graduated  from  college, 
and  had  to  send  a Braille  letter  out  there  with  Mrs. 
Seide.  Helen  did  as  she  was  requested.  Polly  has 
always  been  that  way,  tho  you  may  not  have  been  in  a 
position  to  realize  it,  as  I have.  And  now,  poor 
darling,  it  is  her  one  outlet  in  life,  and  Helen 
cares  enough  for  her,  of  course,  to  stand  for  it,  tho 
she  may  not  entirely  realize  the  s/ltuation.  That 
is  why,  when  I could  not  go  on  m5’'self — not  t:i4i  Polly 
would  nave  had  me — I wanted  so  much  to  put  a deaf 
woman,  with  p affect  speech  and  lip  reading,  who  can 
spell  like  the  wind,  in  the  home,  as  there  were  other 
hearing  people  there,  and  she  coTJld  have  been  Helen's 
interpreter,  as  thej''  tell  me  Polly's  spelling  is  very 
poor  and  slurred. But  they  would  liave  none  of  it,  so  I 
was  helpless. 


Miss  Rebecca  Mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFiELD  APARTMENTS 

798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29.  OHIO 

I thtak  the  grda.test  grief  I have  ever 
had  in  my  life  vas  my  inability  to  go  on  when  Helen 
vas  in  ohe  hospital  end  relieve  you.  I could  never 
have  taken  your  place,  but  I could  have  relieved  you, 
and  feel  that  ijtould  have  helped.  I wanted  to  go  in 
spite  of  everything,  but  the  doctor  said  I»d  be  in  a 
bed  in  the  next  room,  if  i tried  to  go.  Paving 
prepared  for  something  for  more  than  forty  years, 
and  having  promised  both  Mother  Keller  and  Teacher 
that  I»d  be  on  liand  if  ever  Helen  needed  me,  you  can 
inagine  how  I felt. That  is  when  I hunted  and  hunted, 
and  came  up  with  this  wonderful  deaf  woman.  But 
thej,  dj.d  not  want  another  liandicapped  person  in  the 
nome— teacher  was  blind  1 —and  I had  nothing  to  say. 

I want  to  get  this  in  the  mail,  but 
first  I vrant  you  to  knOv.’’  how  deeply  I appreciate 


your  wTiting  as  you  did,  and  the  real  help  you  have 
given  me.  Thank  you,  dear  friend,  with  all  heart. 

Lovingly, 


Hemphill,  Noyes  CSl,  Co. 

MEMBERS  NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCHANGE 

15  Broad  Street 
New  York5,  N.Y. 

HANOVER  2-4120 

June  29,  1959 


Mrs.  Nella  B.  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  vei^-  much  for  your  letter  of  June  24*  Particularly 
I appreciate  your  recommendation  of  Miss  Ellis,  Mr.  McCoimck,  Mr.  Marks 
and  Mr.  Gibson.  It  is  nice  to  have  your  recommendations  of  those  on 
whom  we  can  call  in  Helen's  behalf, 

I am  sure  that  Helen  appreciates  the  Brailling  which  you 
arranged  to  have  done  for  her.  I understand  it  runs  about  $500  a year 
and  that  you  feel  you  could  "verj'’  easily''  raise  a fund  for  it".  As  others 
are  making  substantial  contributions  to  Helen's  and  Polly's  financial 
position,  I woijld  like  to  refer  this  to  them  rather  than  suggest  you  go 
ahead  in  efforts  to  raise  a fund  at  this  time. 

Your  Power  of  Attorney,  the  Trust  Agreement  and  the  Advisory 
Group  Agreement,  all  as  signed  by  Helen,  have  been  reviewed  by  Sullivan 
& Cromwell  who  advise  us  that  the  various  agreements  do  not  conflict. 

Due  to  Polly's  health  and  present  limited  capabilities,  the  Tmstees, 
Messrs.  Adams,  Migel  and  myself,  believe  that  it  would  be  in  your  best 
interests  to  submit  ary  further  contracts  to  the  Trustees  for  review  by 
their  counsel.  I rather  feel  thiat  thMs  will  give  you  considerable  peace 
of  mind  and  would  allow  the  Trustees  to  assure  themselves  of  having  done 
everything  which  th€5'  possibly  can  in  Helen's  behalf.  Please  assure  me 
that  this  is  a desirable  method  of  operation  from  your  point  of  view. 

I note  from  your  letter  that  you  are  now  moving  to  New  Hampshire 
for  the  summer  and  \dsh  you  a fine,  happy  and  healthful  vacation. 

Bincereiy, 

/ 

6-^ti A^C  : 


/ 


J.  Noyes,  Jr./jp 
cc:  James  S,  Adams 

Pd  chard  H.  Migel 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


June  29,  19^9 


Mrs.  J.  Keith  Henney, 

Snowville, 

New  Hampshire. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Since  last  writing  to  you  in  1951,  we  have  renewed  the 
copyrights  on  your  writings,  and  the  copyrights  have  been 
extended  in  your  behalf  on  AROUND  THE  WORLD  WITH  KIPLING 
and  ONE  WEEK'S  READING, 

In  the  next  year  or  two  we  will  renew  for  you  the  copy- 
right on  ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY. . . by  Nella  Braddy. 

In  connection  with  this  renewal  claim  we  want  to  make 
certain  we  have  your  present  legal  address.  Will  you  be  so 
kind  as  to  indicate  the  address  at  the  bottom  of  the  carbon 
of  this  letter? 


Very  truly  yours. 


Copyright  Department 

LHR :ew 


The  address  above  is  correct. 

The  address  above  should  be  changed  to: 


June  Z'O,  i960 


rear  Steven: 


Your  letter  Inclosing  your  foerae  an<l 
a letter  to  MIbb  Helen  Keller  was  forwarded  to  me 
from  Garden  City  and  this  morning  I am  sending 
everything  on  to  Miss  Keller's  home  In  Connecticut. 

Vlth  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours, 


i-lrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henncy 


Mr.  Steven  Myles  Aronson 
110  Lanark  Road 
Brookline  ^6 
Mass. 
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Snowvllle,  July  9,  i960 


Dearest  Helen, 

A few  days  830  Don  Fink  callea  ug  to  ask 
for  help  on  a p>"obleii}.  Don  Is  the  one  who  buill  that 
television  set  so  many  years  ago  when  there  were  less 
than  a hundred  In  the  entire  count •'y  and  most  of  them 
experimental;  you  re'sember  that  you  and  Folly  and  i 
climbed  up  to  the  tower  at  McGrav  Hill's  to  see  how  it 
worked.  Don  is  now  director  of  research  for  the  Fhilco 
Corporation,  one  of  the  blpsest  manufacturers  In  the 
United  States  of  television  and  radio  sets,  refrigerators, 
and  all  sorts  of  other  household  equipment.  Well,  the 
problem  is  that  one  of  his  brilliant  young  engineers  is 
^oing  blind  from  diabetes  and  i>Dn  and  all  his  associates 
want  to  do  everything  they  can  to  be  of  use  to  th®  young 

rAJWi 

<mglneet!  during  the  awful  transition  period,  I immediately 
telephoned  Robert  Barnett  and  he  has  started  the  wheels  to 
move.  It  was  so  good  to  be  able  to  apply  to  a center  where 
intelligent  information  was  Instantly  on  tap. 

The  big  corporations  (most  of  them)  are 

so  much  more  enlightened  than  they  were  thirty  or  faKtjc 

forty  years  ago.  Don,  as  a fine  cooipasslonate  human  being, 

would  hpve  got  in  touch  with  us  any  way,  but  the  entire 

Phllco  Corioration  is  concerned.  It  is  in  their  own  Interest 

to  be.  Just  as  it  is  in  our  own  interest  both  as  individuals 

and  as  Americans,  to  give  help  wherever  we  can,  whether  at 

our  back  door  or  on  the  other  side  of  the  world.  A day  or  to 

reference  to 

ago  I ran  across  a/story  that  Ihomas  CarJ.yle  told  of  a wlflow 
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In  Edinburgh  111  with  typhus  who  was  denied  help  by  her 
neighbors  with  the  result  that  before  her  own  death  she 
had  Infected  1?  other  persons  In  her  neighborhood:  they 
all  died.  1 do  not  remember  that  I ever  read  this  story 
before  and  do  not  know  in  which  of  Carlyle's  books  It 
appears,  but  It  seems  to  me  that  Its  grim  warning  Is  as 
valid  today  as  It  was  more  than  a hundred  years  ago. 

I am  not  filled  to  the  brim  with  enthusiasm 
for  any  of  the  presidential  candidates,  hut  hers  Is  a 
quotation  from  Tennyson's  "Maud"  which  describes  the  kind 
o'  man  1 should  like: 
k&k 

"Ah  God,  for  a rnan  with  heart,  head,  hand 
Like  some  of  the  simple  great  ones  gone 
For  ever  and  ever  by. 

One  still  strong  man  In  a blatant  land, 

’hatever  thoy  call  him,  what  care  I, 

/.rlstocrst,  democrat,  autocrat-~one 
kho  can  rule  and  dare  not  lie." 

All  the  reports  I had  of  your  birthday 

iMKKRRXn 

luncheon  indicated  that  It  was  a happy  occasion.  I am 
so  gla’  and  I aa  so  glad  that  you  and  irlldred  were  able 
to  go  to  f'artha's  ’’Ineyard.  I like  to  think  of  the  two  of 
you  together  and  in  th'*  company  of  such  good  friends  as  Kit 
and  rancy  and  David. 

Eertha  arrived  yosterdwy  which  adds  another 
member  to  the  household  to  send  love  to  you--but  no  one 
sends  more  than  I do,  no  one  could,  I'Jella 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
July  3,  i960 


Dear  Virginia, 


I was  so  glad  to  hear  from  you  and 
1*11  take  the  questions  as  they  come. 

1.  The  "neck  mirror"  works  pretty 
well.  I can*  t do  a professional  Job,  but  I get 
by  and  I seem  to  be  Improving  as  time  goes  on. 
Several  people  I know  have  lovely  hair-cuts 
which  they  do  themselves  and  some  of  them  don*  t 
have  special  mirrors.  Here  in  the  woods  it  is 
much  easier  and  more  satisfactory  to  do  it  oneself, 
but  I Intend  to  go  back  to  Carl  when  we  return  to 
Garden  City. 


2.  I hadn't  heard  that  TKW  was 
closing  in  August.  It  is  still  doing  very  well, 
but  I should  not  be  surprised — Sept,  was  the  last 
closing  date  I had  and  it  might  be  worth  while  to 
check  again.  So  many  of  the  original  cast  have 
had  to  leave,  Khs  chiefly  because  of  prior 
commitments.  Plans  for  the  movie  are  going  forward 
and  this  may  have  something  to  do  with  it. 

3.  I have  heard  of  that  Los  Angeles 
Times  interview — a bad  one  if  it  is  the  same  one 
described  to  me.  I am  writing  air-mall  this  morning 
to  see  if  I can  get  a copy.  I think  the  fall-off 

in  birthday  greetings  is  because  of  the  retirement 
that  Miss  Keller  Is  living  in:  there  was  not  nearly 
so  much  publicity  as  on  former  birthdays,  the  73th, 
for  Instance. 

'A'e  are,  as  you  surmised,  having  a much 
better  summer  than  the  last  two  or  three.  It  makes 
a big  difference'. 

All  possible  good  wishes,  affectionately, 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
July  12,  I960 


Defir  Bob, 


Many  thanks  for  responding  so  promptly. 
Don  Fink  called  again  yesterday  to  say  that 
the  doctors  consider  the  diabetic  yo'^ng  engineer 
totally  disabled  because  of  other  complications, 
including  a serious  heart  condition.  He  therefore 
thought  It  no  use  to  go  any  further  in  making 
inquiries  about  special  help  for  the  blind.  What 
I thought  is  in  my  letter  to  T^r.  Fink,  a copy 
of  which  I Inclose. 

With  all  good  wishes  for  a happy 
summer,  I am 


!ihrer  sincerely  yours, 


Mr.  Robert  Barnett 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 

15  Vest  16  3t. 

New  York  11 

N.y. 


July  10,  1959 


rear  Mrs.  pAirchlld, 


:jy  oddress  until 
Novenber  Is  at  tl.a  top  of  this  T'Ag^J* 
It  l3  very  thoughtful  of  you  to 
remBcnber  the  ilcturoa  and  I look 
rorvjo.rd  to  •■•’ecclvinc  there.  I hope 
you  are  maklner,  500 d pro^re'  S vlth 
your  article. 

very  sincerely, 


t<r£.  2^ella  B.  Hennay 


y.ra.  E.  IfipuGn  "alrohlld 
Ships  Timbers 
Cold  Spring  Kertaor,  L.T. . 
New  York 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


July  10,  19^9 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

I3ear  Mrs.  Kenney: 

Mr.  Marks,  who  is  away  on  vacation  until 
the  middle  of  August,  has  asked  me  to 
write  you  about  Muriel  V/olfson's  program 
on  Helen  Keller  and  Anne  Sullivan.  He 
tried  to  reach  you  a number  of  times  by 
'phone  before  he  left,  but  was  not 
successful. 

Mr.  Marks  spoke  to  ovir  lawyers  about  the 
possibility  of  Muriel  Wolfson's  infringing 
on  Helen  Keller's  lights  and  the  consensus 
of  their  opinion  was  that  this  would  be 
a very  difficult  thing  to  prove,  since 
the  laws  of  the  various  states  where  Itiss 
Wolfson  presents  her  program  differ  so 
widely. 

However,  they  did  say  that  Miss  Wolfson 
might  be  infringing  on  the  rights  to 
THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  and  Mr.  Marks  has 
therefore  asked  me  to  ask  you  if  you 
would  like  us  to  turn  this  material  over 
to  Leah  Salisbury. 

I shall  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 


Sincerely, 


JSV/  :ms 


Subsidiary  Rights  Department 


J'jU-  S.  CJ 


.)  Joan  S.  Weissman 


Snowvllle,  July  I3,  i960 


Dearest  Helen, 

On  Monday  Ignore  came  over  from  Wolfeboro 
to  have  lunch  with  us.  She  la  better  than  she  was  last 
summer,  but  Is  unsteady  on  her  feet — walks  with  a cane 
and  has  to  have  support  Rolng  up  or  down  steps.  She  has 
a colored  couple  with  her  and  Is  still  very  active  Indeed. 

A few  weeks  ago  she  and  Sidney  flew  from  Baton  Rouge  to 
Montreal  for  a convention  of  librarians,  a long  and  tiring  trip 
for  It  took  place  In  the  middle  of  the  airplane  strike.  The 
day  after  she  was  here  she  was  going  to  a meeting  of  the 
Wolfeboro  garden  club  and  the  day  after  that  she  was 
expecting  Constance  and  her  children  from  Denver.  Constance' s 
husband  Is  to  have  a new  Job  In  Boston.  I^enore  and  I talked 
more  about  you  and  Polly  and  Teacher  than  about  anything  else 
and  the  long  years  that  have  only  Increased  our  love  and 
admiration  for  the  three  of  you. 

Rlsa  Improves,  but  slowly.  Her  breathing  Is 
better  (the  right  rib  cage  was  caved  In)  and  It  looks  now 
as  If  she  will  not  have  to  attend  that  rehabilitation  center 
at  Bellevue.  I don't  know  If  she  told  you  that  she  was  due 
at  the  hospital  on  May  12  for  a major  operation  (uterine  I 
believe).  She  had  this  accident  on  May  9 and  when  she  Is 
sufficiently  recovered  she  Is  going  to  have  to  go  through 
the  operatloni  Your  letter  gave  a great  life  lift  to  her 
spirits,  the  best  therapy  she  could  possibly  have. 

In  the  magazine  section  o^  the  N.Y.  Times 
for  last  Sunday  that  lovely  photograph  of  you  examining 


the  first  bust  of  you  that  Jo  mafle  while  Jo  looked  on  was 
reproduced  to  accompany  a letter  from  Joe  Lewis  in  which  ho 
said  it  was  he  who  brought  you  and  Jo  together. 

And  speaking  of  letters  Bill  Qlbson  wrote  me  that 
a pirated  production  of  THB  MIRACLE  WORKER  will  be  put  on 
in  Moscow  in  October,  "without  arrangement  with,  permission 
of,  or  payment  to  anyone  at  this  end."  There  is  nothing 
anyone  can  do  about  it.  Those  now  in  command  in  that 
great  aani  country  are  as  unprincipled  and  lawless  and 
ruthless  as  the  Nazis.  The  incident  about  TMW  is  a small 
thing  in  the  overall  picture,  but  it  is  characteristic  and 
our  country  now  is  facing  what  is  probably  the  gravest 
crisis  that  we  have  ever  met.  God  grant  that  we  may  have 
men  of  vision  and  strength  to  deal  with  it  I 

Alex  McKenzie  (he  is  the  one  who  drove  us  up  Foss 
Mt.  last  time  you  and  Polly  were  here)  picked  up  a copy  of 
your  book  about  Teacher  a week  or  so  ago  and  read  it  as  he 
flew  back  from  Dayton  to  New  York;  telephoned  me  to  say 
how  very  much  he  had  enjoyed  it. 

We  have  just  learned  to  our  dismay  that  the  blueberry 

crop  is  a fi  failure  this  year.  The  bushes  were  covered  with 

blossoms  earlier  in  the  summer  and  we  expected  a bumper  crop, 

but  the  weather  was  so  cold  that  tbe  bees  were  unable  to 

carry  pollen  about.  The  bees  are  inactive  unless  the 

temperature  rises  to  65  or  above;  the  temperatures  stayed 

most  of 

in  the  "^iO's  most  of  the  time  and  heavy  rains  washed  off/the 
pollen  that  was  distributed.  Last  year  we  had  about  3 tons 

of  berries  to  sell  and  after  the  commercial  crop  was  gathered 


nel5hbors  cam©  In  to  pick  gallons  for  themselves.  This  year 
there  will  be  no  berries  to  sell  and  no  gallons  to  pick, 
only  quarts  here  and  there.  To  us  this  Is  a disappointment, 
but  to  those  who  depend  upon  the  berries  for  their  living 
It  Is  disaster. 

We  now  have  five  coons  to  deal  with,  two  nursing 
mothers  and  three  adorable  babies  who  peep  down  at  us 
from  a hollow  In  the  big  maple  tree  nearest  the  house. 

Their  mother  climbs  up  and  down  to  give  them  suck,  we  don't 
know  where  the  second  mother  keeps  her  babies,  but  the  chances 
are  that  we  shall  soon  have  eight  coons  at  our  feetl  The 
mothers  had  begun  to  follow  us  ak  around  like  puppies 
begging  for  food  and  we  are  now  trying  to  break  them  from 
the  habit;  It  Is  not  good  for  them  to  become  too  dependent 
and  they  are  becoming  so  tame  that  a child  might  try  to 
pet  them  and  might  get  hurt.  We  still  put  out  some  food,  but 
we  do  It  when  the  coons  are  not  looking.  They  are  delightful 
companions,  but  we  must  remember  that  they  are  wild  animals 
and  that  when  we  are  not  here  they  must  look  after  themselves. 

Kit  and  Nancy  telephoned  me  to  say  how  much  they 
and  ’Javld  had  enjoyed  your  visit  with  Mildred  and  Mrs, 

Corbally — I enjoyed  It  too.  Just  thinking  about  It. 


My  love  always,  Nella 


UOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC, 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK.  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


July  14,  1959 


Dear  Nella: 


Herewitli  the  semi-annual  royalty  check  for 
Helen,  which,  1 am  glad  to  say,  is  for 
$1, 246.67. 

I hesitate  to  write  the  girls,  because  there 
is  so  much  trouble  there.  I would  love  Helen 
to  know  that  I thought  her  letter  in  the  Herald 
Tribune  recently  was  wonderful. 


Love  to  you, 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor  in  Chief 


Mrs . Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

KMcC:ws 

royalty  statement  and  check  enclosed 


TO: 


FROM:  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Snowvllle,  July  15»  I960 


T'earest  Nancy  , 

seems  to  me  I have  some  Rood  Ideas  and  I'd 
like  vour  opinion  on  them;  they  came  Into  focus  after  a 
1 toiir  with  Lsnor©  who  had  lunch  ‘ 1th  us  last  Monday. 
sS®an?  ? 'ITl  Sat  Helan  ha.  n.a.r  =ho»n  anythlnR  like 
meLure  of  appreciation  that  is  due  from  her  to  Polly 
and  "rare  distraLed  by  Helen's  la.k  of  responsibility 
towards  Folly's  memory  and  towards  herself  as  a public 
flp-ure  I don't  know  why  I should  apeak  of  Helen  s 
“S  If  ippt.oiaUon  vh.n  I think  ho«  short  of  »hat  It 
Soult  ha  kin.  own  ha.  bean  for  a woman  who  bJ  har.alf 
could  stand  up  against  forces  aRalnst  which  all  the  rest 
of  us  together  are  helpless.  But  maybe  not  quite. 

If  the  noble  gentlemen  now  in  charge  of 
Helen  will  allow  the  money  from  the  TMV  movie  to  pass 
through  my  hands  (they  can't  help  it,  can  they?)  I 

to  the  United  States.  Polly  was  a world  citizen  and  I 
should  like  this  recognized.  If  ) 

will  give  me  an  opportunity  to  ^0?^^^ 

to  Helen  the  whole  story  of  the  contract  basis  of 
TMW  and  to  say  (at  length)  many  things  about  PoJ-ly* 
this  Sroj^t  coLs  off  I may  begin  to  see  a pattern  in 
the  nightmare  and  a reason  for  it. 

Lenore  was  the  first  to  speak  of  a 
memorial  to  Polly,  but  she  hadn' t in  mind  any thing  of 
this  sort  and,  like  you,  she  thinks  I 
money  I can't  do  that.  We  were  vague 

that  this  second  memorial  to  J^®\w  it 

both  want  to  contribute  to  It.  It  Is  Possible 

should  be  Incorporated  In  ''^®^®^®’".  J,®  ^ , distinguished, 

In  memorv  of  all  three  women:  something  very  distingu 

a"f?rSece  of  sculpture  it  may  be.  of 
80  placed  that  it  will  be  accessible  to  the 

well  as  the  seeing.  It  may  be  Jever 

TJovea  ran  off  with  the  ashes,  so  to  speak,  with 
Hlr6 To  Looorl  ir  RU...11  Mason  who  ar.  "o"  1"  » =°"»- 

wbal.  embarraa.lng  po.ltion  shouia  b. 

augur  well  for  the  future.  I think  a committee  shouxa  oe 

appointed  for  this  me:uorial  and  I the 

should  have  only  one  member  on  it;  o^t 

"advisory  committee":  a third  from  the  world  of  art. 

In  the  meantime  I think  it  ^®-, 

an  outrage  to  sneak  Polly's  ashes  , 

without  ceremony.  If  Mr.  Noyes  hasn  t ^ possible  for 

I hope  it  can  wait  until  fall  when  P?®®  can 

a number  of  us  to  attend.  In  this  cas  ^ ^ ^ ^^Ith  us. 

be  caught  up  in  our  surge  of  love  for  Polly  a g 


Vou  and  Kit  can  talk  with  Helen  about  It  (If  and  when)  and  I 
will  write  her.  I think  my  letter  would  have  more  force  If 
the  ceremony  at  the  Cathedral  could  be  arranged  without 
::ubllcitv  about  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  th^  /oily 
Thomson  Memorial  Fund.  If  Mr.  Noyes  has  not  taken  the  ashes 
to  Washington,  but  plans  to  any  time  soon  and  gives  me 
a chance,  I will  go  down  with  him,  however  small  my  wel- 
come. 


There  Is  a lot  more  to  say,  but  this  Is 
enough  for  now.  I have  kept  thinking  that  I might  hear  from 
Mr.  Noyes,  but  who  knows?  Maybe  I shall. 

Love  and  devotion  to  you  and  Kit, 


Next  time  I'll  tell  you  about  my  secret  weapon  and  we'll 
think  of  a way  to  divulge  Its  existence  to  the  honorable 
trustees. 
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July  22,  I960 


Dear  Lenore, 

I haven't  heat’d  from  Nancy  yet,  but 
I know  she  is  not  going  to  like  a Rood  bit  of  what 
I proposed.  I like  it  less  myself  since  further 
iniquities  of  the  "trustees"  have  been  revealed 
in  connection  with  the  movie  contract.  I'll  tell 
you  about  these  when  I know  more. 

We  have  every  reason  to  be  gravely 
concerned.  Some  of  those  awful  pictures  were  made 
while  Mildred  was  with  Helen.  I did  not  see  the 
one  the  AFOB  sent  out  and  I find  that  I can't 
Judge  the  pictures  anyway  because  I was  with  Helen 
regularly  as  her  appearance  changed  to  what  it  is 
now,  but  Ann  positively  recoiled  from  the  one 
in  the  This  Week  section  of  the  Los  Angeles  Tlmesy 
which  illustrated  a platitudinous  interview  with  ' 
Helen  during  the  course  of  which  she  said  "Of 
course  I answer  all  my  own  correspondence,"  thereby 
bringing  in  a flood  of  letters.  Phillips  and  his 
wife  Ravia  are  with  her  now  and  will  remain  until 
August.  Hel^’n  plans  to  stay  at  Arcan  Ridge  until 
Nov.  when  she  will  go  to  Montgomery  to  spend 
Thanksgiving  with  Mildred  and  after  that  to  Dallas 
for  Christmas  with  Phillips.  All  this  I learned  over 
the  telephone  from  Evelyn  Seide. 

J'>st  now  I can't  see  how  we  can  improve 
the  situation  and  I think  interference  will  only 
worsen  it.  Maybe  when  I get  the  movie  contract  a 
way  will  be  open  for  me  to  say  a few  words  to  Mr. 
Noyes.  Not  that  I think  it  will  do  much  good,  but 
at  least  I may  be  able  to  come  out  with  a defense 
of  Polly.  Grief  for  her  is  non-existent  except  for 
a tiny  handful  of  us;  Helen's  religion  forbids 
her  to  grieve  and  it  seems  not  to  occur  to  her  that 
it  would  be  a fine  thing  for  her  to  stand  forth 
to  honor  Polly.  May  God  avert  catastrophe'. 

■Everyone  says  that  Helen  seems  very 
happy  and  gay.  I wish  the  same  could  be  said  of 
the  rest  of  us. 


My  love. 


July  23,  1959 


Dear  Mrs.  Fairchild: 


Thank  you  very  much  for 
the  snapshots.  The  one  of  Helen  feeling  the 
hole  of  a tree  I think  particularly  charming — 
the  white  spot  which  Is  probably  a handkerchief 
could  be  easily  retouched  for  reproduction. 

You  are  quite  right — Helen 
will  be  eighty  on  her  next  birthday,  and  I 
will  add  the  cliche,  "It  doesn't  seem  posslblel 

All  your  Ideas  about  the 
article  seem  good.  I believe  I have  said 
before  that  the  thing  to  do  is  to  get  them 
down  on  paper  any  way  at  all,  helter- 
skelter.  That  will  give  you  a picture  of  what 
you  are  aiming  at  and  will  enable  you  to  edit 
out  the  parts  that  seem  unnecessary.  But  In 
the  first  draft,  put  everything  down.  The 
more  there  Is  In  the  first  draft,  the  richer 
the  final  article  will  be  after  its  final 
going  over. 


V.'lth  all  good  wishes 
and  with  many  thanks,  I am 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  B.  Tappen  Fairchild 
Northeast  Harbor,  Maine 


July  25,  I960 


Deareat  Helen, 

The  International  language  that  our  hearts 
have  cried  out  for  Is  here — and  It  Is  absolutely 
staptgerlngl  As  befits  the  machine  age  In  which  we  live 
It  comes  to  us  through  a machine,  a piece  of  "hardware," 
as  the  scientists  who  created  It  call  It,  though  Its 
official  name  Is  Mark  I,  It  Is  a "language  processing 
machine"  of  such  Intricacy  that  It  would  take  Dr.  Worbert 
Wiener  to  explain  Its  workings  to  you.  But  listen:  "It 
translates  1300  words  a minute.  Its  Intense  inner 
activity  evident  from  flashes  on  an  oscilloscope,  neon 
bulbs  flickering  like  heat  lightning. , .and  the  output 
typewriter  clicking  away  endlessly.  (An  oscilloscope 
Is  a cathode  ray  tube  Ilka  the  one  that  shows  pictures 
on  a television  set,  except  that  In  Mark  I It  shows  an 
ever-changing  pattern  which  only  the  scientists  can 
Interpret;  the  pattern  lets  them  Icnow  If  the  machine  Is 
working  properly J.  Russian  is  of  course  the  language 
they  have  been  concentrating  upon.  Mark  I will  soon 
"handle  more  than  2400  Russian  words  and  Idioms  a minute.. 
Its  present  dictionary  of  60,000  entries  (representing 

600.000  actual  Russian  words)  will  soon  be  expanded  to 

400.000  entries  (theoretically  representing  4,000,000 
words),  making  Shakespeare's  vocabulary  of  2^,000  words 
look  like  that  of  the  neighborhood  poacher."  And  an  even 
better  machine  Mark  II  Is  on  the  wayl 


s 


fialrioBOJ  eriJ  o)nl  bel  ed  nao  eaBUsnal  ^na  eaTuoo  eub  nl 
al  snirloam  srit  JariJ  ^na  o3al  beJalanant  Juo  amoo  bna 

.leuioat  bna  laTSilX  9tb  anoi^fiXenaTt  erfT  .aXbnari  oi  qu  iea 
®^B  anaia3u5i  arii  JbcIw  Jo  XaasTda  au  anXqaeJf  nX  Xulsau  ifTev 
enXriaam  f>U  oicrl  beJ  el  naXasufl  .'(bw  oiJlJneloa  s nl  snXob 
snXriDBJi  arii  isriX  amXaXo  ario  oK  .riaXXsnS  nX  ioo  aemoo  brra 
to  a'oXToX"^  eJlXX  anoXXsXanaTJ  'i^a^eXXX  XutXXuascf  ei'ao  nao 
to  a'v;.BTTuH  JTedXXO  to  .oJaX"!  to  a’XiewoI,  .snaXainoH 
bna  3nXTBb  to  ftani  lod  ,aebXqXTU?  bna  ,89Xoodqo'  .euXiiiioasA 
.eXdXaaoq  ed  XXXw  aXriX  neve  itab  omoa  XadX  eqori  noXlanX3aniX 
.noXiannotnX  XaoXoat  to  oanadoxs  edi  nl  aX  won  eau  XaoXJomq  aXI 
XanoXiameJnX  nX  od  XXXw  eau  Xxen  a.ti  bna  ;aaXd  iuoxliXw 
to  aXnemeXaXa  edi  to  anoX JaXan^T X XaneXXX  eiedw  aeonsTstnoo 
.aneriXo  erfX  to  esaosnaX  eri.t  otnX  bsXaXanaTJ  ed  XXXw  noXXan  eno 
bna  no  ^nXjfnow  won  ena  ew  Sadi  esauBoaX  TsriXo  eriX  aX  rlon''-T‘’f 
nX  anaXasuH  eix  to  bseda  aiae^  xXa  no  svXt  sd  oX  bXaa  ena  ow 

.bXeXt  eXrtX 

need  aari  nsir  XadX  dnXrf>*  oo^  eda.'n  aXriX  to  ^na  Xon  XeJ 

edX  beet  bna  a'^nX-doam  edX  bXXud  XXX Xa  Xeun:  sH  .beXaicXXs 
XXXXa  Xaum  ed  Xuo  emoo  BnoXXaXananX  odX  nedw  bna  eenXrioaai 
bna  adooH  .snXbnaqxe  eX  nsXXnoTt  snXXXoxs  nA"  .cisiX  XXbe 
,bXeri  snXed  ota  aeaaenBnoo  tTae  qa  ot  gnXnnXsed  ena  eeXoXXna 
aX  ^TaXodaoov  XaoXnrioeX  wen  a bna  .fcebXvonq  BnXod  ena  aeXbXadna 
enX  not  XneajyntanX  Xntnewoq  rioua  on  ^Xdadon'^  . . beJaeno  ^nXed 
eonXa  300X9  omoo  aad  e-iuXaiefXX  to  nolSanljroa'iib  XnoXneve 
XnXoq  9 X oX  beaaenBOTq  oaXa  doXri/f  ,BnXXnXnq  to  noXXnevnX  edX 
nuo\c  XeX  Sr.ul  ,nelH  ".aoXXqei'B  bna  aoXXXno  BnXE'nuotnoo  to 
eri»  ;0dXX  uo^  aa  nat  aa  eent  nm  XX  Sri  ,ot  noXXnnXsamX 

•XX  edaXnevo  nooa  XXXw  ^XXXaen 
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Our  weather  has  been  surerb,  one  beautiful  clear 
day  after  another  with  light  cool  breezes , perfect  for 
vacationers,  but  bad  for  farmers;  and  now  that  the  dry 
grass  Is  beginning  to  crackle  underfoot  those  of  ua  who 
live  In  the  woods  are  keeping  watch  for  forest  fires. 

City  people  accustomed  to  pavements  (which  are  not 
Inflammable)  toss  lighted  cigarettes  out  the  windows  of 
their  cars,  not  realizing  that  a spark  falling  on  pine 
needles  or  dry  grass  can  start  a conflagration  that  a 
thousand  men  cannot  control.  Nevertheless  we  are  enjoying 
the  weather. 

nay  before  yesterday  we  went  up  the  hill  for  blue- 
berries. Ann  and  Keith  picked  for  the  house  and  I picked 
a basket  full  for  a friend  who  has  been  111  for  some 
months.  It  la  a very  pleasant  thing  to  pick  br>rrlea  for 
a friend,  for  all  the  time  you  are  picking  you  are  thinking 
of  that  particular  friend,  of  the  good  times  you  have  had 
together,  of  all  the  reasons  why  you  want  to  pick  the 
berries  for  her.  The  commerlcal  pickers  are  up  tho  hill 
this  morning,  but  the  harvest  is  poor  as  I think  I told  you. 
Ve  hope  that  the  crop  next  year  will  be  good  enough  to  make 
up  for  the  losses  that  will  be  sustained  this  year  by  the 
growers  who  depend  upon  them  for  their  livelihood. 

It  has  made  me  very  happy  to  know  that  Phllllpe 
and  P.avla  are  with  you.  No  one  ever  takes  the  place  of  a 
family — as  wfio  knows  better  than  I?  Ann  Is  with  us,  which  Is 
fine,  but  I mles  f^obert  this  year.  v®  all  send  love,  Z 
most  of  all,  Kella 


Snow  1 lie 
Aupust.  1,  i960 


Dearest  Helen, 

nwo  parables  were  enacted  In  our  yard 

last  week,  the  first  by  the  two  adult  coons  who  have  been 

our  regular  visitors:  Yellow-tall  and  Black-tall  we  call 

them.  I tol^  you  that  we  had  decided  not  to  feed  them 

any  more,  but  one  evenlnp.  v;e  heard  thorn  fi^htinfr  just 

outside  the  kitchen  window.  ‘Th=y  were  in  the  middle  of 

the  yard  where  we  had  always  jlaced  the  food.  Nothlns  was 

there  and  that  is  what  they  were  flt^htln^  about.  Nothing. 

Th=>y  circled  around  looking,  for  som^thlnp;  to  eat  and 

every  time  they  came  near  each  other  they  plunged  into  the 

fight  acfain.  The  whole  snarling-  ruckus  was  about  nothing, 

absolutely  nothing,  and  I thought  to  myself,  "How  human 

that  Isl  How  many  of  our  fights,  are  about  nothlngl" 

"ihe  second  pafablo  concerns  .^n  adult 

junco  and  a young  covfblrd  not  long  out  of  the  nest.  The 

Junco  la  a delightful  little  gray  and  white  bird  a>K)Ut 

the  size  of  a canary;  It  nests  here  In  1 he  north  land, 

but  every  winter  it  gpes  farther  south — It  Is  always 

found  at  this  time  In  your  yard  In  '.  estport  and  In  my 

fesssiE 

yard  In  Garden  City.  siiiE/KOJwlntrdniisiyaixBitliEBlingmxftiiitain 
The  cowblrd  (male  black  with  a brown  head,  female  an 
ugly  gray)  Is  about  twice  tbe  size  of  the  Junco.  The 
male  Is  an  unprincipled  philanderer  and  the  female  Is  a 
slinking  vllllan  who  never  bothers  to  bull'*  a nest  of  her 


own,  but  slyly  lays  her  eK^s  In  the  nests  of  other  birds, 
smaller  than  herself.  In  this  case  the  Junco  was  the 
victim.  V>e  heard  a young  bird  whining  for  food  and  when 
we  went  to  look,  here  was  this  hulking  cowolrd  baby  W8,ltlnp; 
for  the  Junco  to  bring  a tidbit  and  the  {-oor  little 
Junco  was  indefatigable.  She  had  no  babies  of  her  own; 
the  greedy  cowblrd  may  have  pushed  them  out  of  the  nest 
or  they  may  have  starved  to  death  there  because  the  baby 
cowbird  was  big  enough  and  strong  enough  to  snatch  all 
the  food  that  the  parent  Juncoes  brought,  /he  junco 
is  simply  following  the  mother's  instinct  to  feed  the 
young,  but  she  did  seem  so  stupid  and  she  v;as  obviously 
wearing  berself  out.  If  I had  followed  my  Instinct  I'd 
ha\'e  wrung  the  little  cowbird' s neck — that  is,  If  I had 
been  able  to  catch  him.  I -^on't  know  what  moral  or  morals 
can  be  drawn  from  this  episode,  but  it  made  us  all  very 
unhappy . 

And  now  for  a human  story.  There  lo  nothing  that 
Ann  and  *'elth  like  better  than  going  fishing  and  no  fish 
that  they  would  rather  catch  than  the  8inall-^;outhed  bass. 

This  is  on©  of  the  finest  game  fishes  In  our  lakes  and 
ponds,  a big  fellow  who  puts  up  a good  fight,  with  many 
spectacular  leaps  into  the  air  as  he  tries  to  shak'  the  hook 
out  of  his  mouth,  ^or  years  the  season  for  catching  them  In 
New  Hampshire  has  begun  on  Julyx  1.  Ann  caught  a beauty  on 
June  30,  we  looked  at  him  with  great  longing  (they  are 
excellent  eating)  and  let  him  go;  he  was  unhurt.  It  was  the 
next  day  that  we  learned  that  we  could  have  kept  him.  Ihe 
Fish  and  Game  Commission  had  changed  the  rules  and  the  season 


had  bep.un  a itonth  earlier  than  usual.  It  had  opened 
on  June  1 We  hadn't  bothered  to  read  the  pamphlet  and 
the  moral  of  this  is  that  we  don't  seem  to  ha-ve  any 
more  sense  than  the  animals. 

We  are  off  for  another  fishing  trip  In  a few 
minutes — in  fact  i^nn  and  Keith  are  veiling  for  me  now. 
My  love,  dear  Helen,  my  love,  Nella 


Vineyard  Haven 
Masso 

July  ?8,  1959 

Dearest  ^^e]la 


Everything  in  this  part  of  the  world  is  sticking  includ- 
ing my  typewriter  keys,  but  of  course  they  do  whether  there  is 
fog  or  not.  But  right  now  we  are  like  Anna  Christie  and  very 
damp,  to  booto  The  sun  rhpws  by  fitful  but  the  dews  and 

damps  are  very  much  everywhere o 

T think  you  are  absolutely  right  abiut  no  direct  or 
connecting  publicity  between  Helen  and  the  pl^^y  "^ud  so  does  Kit, 

I not  only  think  it  is  a metter  of  taste,  but  also  one  of  economics. 
Economically  it  is  much  less  important,  but  past  figures  have  shown 
that  where  'Helen  is  personally  associated  with  something  other  than 
her  direct  work  for  the  blind  and  deaf,  the  public  steers  marvelous 
clear.  Let  us  keep  Helen  free  of  this  one,  h0t  only  for  taste's  sake 
but  perhaps  for  the  sake  of  honest  gold,  Por  if  the  play  makes  money, 
it  can  onl\  do  good  for  Tf  things  get  really  thick  let  us 

know  and  we  will  thir.v  again,  but  it  is  better  to  have  the  press 
want  something  and  NOT  get  it  than  not  want  it  enough. 

We  were  glad  to  hear  Polly  had  a few  moments  of  natural 
interest  and  Joy  in  talking  to  your  brother-the  NAVAL  chap,  I presumei 
We  both  Teel  Very  out  of  touch  wi  h Helen,  which  is  as  much  our 
fault  as  pos  "ible  Tox>  we  have  not  written,  but  we  trust  the  rest 
vre  are  giving  her,j(^  she  somehov*' knows  ab‘'ut  and  appreciate-^, 

I have  taken  the  las  t.  wo  days  off  to  ceishrate  ry  birthd^- 
unimportant  to  everyone  including  me,  hut  the  neighbors  have  come 
to  expect  some  silliness  at  this  time  of  the  year  and  T always  manage 
to  oblige.  This  time  with  a B^m-pi  anning  Contes':  and  T had  everyone 
drawing  pi  and  to  remodel  a barn  into  a nice  ren'oljt^e  house, 

C':her7?i.se  all  goes  as  usual  excert  for  this  fog,  which 
truth  to  tell  T rather  enjoy,  as  it's  like  being  in  a cocoon. 

Much  love  as  always,  to  Keith  and  to  you, 


^r  ^>^22/^^'  9 //  r ^ / / 
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Oo  HELEN  KELLER 

Met  ama  s Illustrious  Daugliter 
Sckolar  • Autkor  ■ Humanitarian 
Birlkplacc:  TuscumLia 

CI^'lGHTLESS  anj  witk  mnleJ  voice 

joD  liave  given  tke  worlJ  new  vision; 
pot  a aong  of  kope  in  tke  liearts  of  all 

wko  kattle  witk  Jarlcness  AiJ  silence. 


creative  spirit 


forever  ligkta  tke  waj 

to  tke  triumpk  of  porpose,  faitk  and  coorage. 


Yoor  coat-of-arms, 
tke  W ingcd  Victory 
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AUKUSt  2,  i960 


Dear  Virginia, 


It  v/as  moat  thoughtful  of 
you  to  send  me  The  Reporter.  I was 
Interested  In  It  for  many  reasons,  not 
the  least  being  that  I had  never  seen  a 
picture  of  Richard  Kinney  before.  I 
wish  you  had  been  at  the  luncheon. 

2o  Klad  to  know  that  the 
the  summer  is  going  well  for  you  all — 
the  main  trouble  with  It  here  is  that 
it  is  whisking  by  so  fast. 

All  the  good  v?lshes  there 
are — as  always, 


JANSEN  NOYES,  Jr.,  Presideni 


•GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


• fC  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary  J.  P.  MORGAN,  II,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 

HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNEH 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  LH.D.,  LL.D. 

Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


August  U,  1959 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Under  separate  cover,  I am  sending  you  the  books 
BLOW  UP  A STORM  by  Garson  Kanin  and  VALIANT  COMPAl-IIONS , HELEN 
KELLER  AilD  ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY  by  Helen  £.  Waite. 

Will  you  kindly  return  these  books  for  Miss  Keller's 
library  after  you  have  finished  reading  them. 

V/ith  all  good  wishes, 


Sincerely  yours. 


Lurana  Herlihy 
Secretary  to  Mrs. 


Seide 


Blind 

Dpcfawd 


Please  see  reverse  side 


Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS'  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE;  LEASALIS,  NEW  YORK 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Re:  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER 

Mrs.  Salisbury  took  up  the  matter  of  the  Muriel  Wolf son 
program  with  the  lawyer  who  represents  Fred  Coe,  the  producer 
of  the  play,  and  who  also  does  a good  deal  of  legal  work  for 
Bill  Gibson;  enclosed  is  a copy  of  his  letter  to  us  analyzing 
the  situation. 

We  are  also  sending  a copy  of  Mr.  Fembach’ s letter  to  Ivir. 
Marks  at  Doubleday  and  hope  both  you  and  he  will  feel  as  we 
do  that  it  is  important  to  do  something  about  stopping  Miss 
Wolf son  from  continuing  with  her  presentation. 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS'  REPRESENTATIVES 


August  4,  1959 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


B 


Colton.  Gallantz  & Fernbach 

COUNSCLLOMS  AT  LAW 


CO«MI*0  C COLTOM 
OtO««C  « OAULANTZ 
jO*4*t  m r<BW4trii 

JUST'N  A MCMU9 
LILUAM  KALTMAN 


fifth  AVCNWC 
MCW  *0«H  It.  H V. 

FLAZA  • "JO 

CABLE  ABPBEBE  CBCC<H.T  MCWVOtlA 


July  iU  1939 


Mrs.  Leah  Salisbury 
234  West  44th  Street 
New  York,  New  York 

Re:  "THE  fttRACLE  WORKER" 


Dear  Leah: 


I have  gone  over  the,  material  whlc^;  you  sent 
Eddie  in  connection  with  the  mriel  Wolfson  concert  plat- 
form presentation  of  the  Helen  Keller-Annle  Sullivax',  story, 
as  well  as  the  basic  agreements  between  Bill  Gibson  and 
Helen  Keller,  et  al. 

Unfortunately,  nothing  in  any  of  the  agreements 
would  permit  either  Bill  Gibson  or  pred  Coe  to  take  any 
action  to  stop  Miss  Wolfson.  The  only  person  who  might 
have  any  right  to  taJce  action  would  be  Helen  Keller  herself. 
One  of  the  reasons  why  I wished  to  see  the  basic  contracts 
was  to  see  if  Miss  Keller  granted  the  exclusive  right  to 
depict  herself  to  Bill  Gibson.  If  she  had  done  so,  we  might 
have  had  a cause  of  action  in  favor  of  Bill.  However,  she 
did  not  give  such  an  exclusive  right  to  Bill  and  under  the 
circumstances  he  has  no  right  against  Miss  Wolfson  so  long 
as  Miss  Wolfson  does  not  use  siny  pant  of  the  material  written 
by  Bill. 

From  what  your  file  indicates,  she  is  not  doing 

that. 


If  Miss  Keller  wishes  to  take  any  action  on  her 
own  behalf,  something  possibly  could  be  worked  out.  Do 
let  us  know.  I am  returning  to  you  herewith  the  agreements 
between  Bill  Gibson  and  Helen  Keller,  et  al. 

Sincerely  yours, 

JOHN  R.  FERNBACH 


JRF:eg 
Encs . 


AuRUst  5,  i960 


Dear  Lcnore, 


Waan' t It  thoughtful  of  Ruasell 
to  give  auch  a lucid  picture  of  what  happened 
In  Waahlngtonl  The  occasion  seems  to  have 
gone  off  well,  but  I shall  always  be  sorry 
that  I did  not  have  the  opportunity  to  be 
present.  I used  Russell's  communications 
as  the  basis  for  a long  letter  to  Polly's 
brother  this  morning.  I talked  with 
Evelyn  Selde  last  night.  So  far  as  she  knew, 
no  one  had  written  to  Bert  about  the  serlce, 
but  Mr.  Noyes  Is  having  lunch  with  Helen 
today,  presumably  to  tell  her  about  his 
trip.  I know  you  will  enjoy  Russell's 

visit  and  I shall  be  disappointed  if  I do 
not  see  you  both  while  he  Is  In  New  Hampshire. 
Please  thank  him  on  my  behalf  for  his 
account  of  the  service.  I am  returning  his 
letter  and  the  other  documents.  Many,  many 
thanks  to  you,  with  love. 


August.  5j  i960 


Dear  Bert , 

I have  been  remiss  about  writing,  but 
unflagging  in  affectionate  thoughts  of  the  Thomson 
family . 


I presums  that  Mr.  Noyes  or  someone  will 
write  you  about  the  committal  service  for  Polly’s 
ashes.  Helen  was  not  present,  not  because  of 
diminished  love  for  Folly,  but  simply  because  she  feels 
that  the  Important  thing  Is  that  Bolly  Is  In  Heaven 
and  that  she  will  join  her  there  in  due  time.  I am 
sorry  that  I was  not  present,  but  not  for  Helen's 
reasons.  I lacis  her  sort  of  faith,  though  I agree 
that  what  happens  to  one's  mortal  remains  does  not 
greatly  matter;  if  I had  known  in  time  I voul'^  have 
made  the  trip  to  V/ashlngton  because  it  would  have 
given  me  an  opportunity  to  stand  up  In  witness  of  my 
love  for  Polly--yet  this  love  needs  no  witness. 

Mr.  Noyes  himself  took  the  ashes  to 
’Washington  without  notifying  any  of  us  (I  am  sure 
he  did  this  thinking  that  he  was  carrying  out  Helen's 
wishes),  hut  the  Dean  of  the  Cathedral  invited 
Russell  Mason,  Librarian  and  Curator  of  Art  of  ’^he 
George  h’ashington  University  and  Dr.  Elmer  Louis 
Kayser,  Tean  of  the  University.  Russell,  a close 
friend  of  Lenore  Smith,  was  the  one  who,  at  Lenore' s 
request  (she  was  in  Louisiana  at  the  time)  got  in  touch 
with  Bishop  Dun  of  the  National  Cathedral  with  regard 
to  its  acceptance  of  Polly's  ashes  last  December  I 
think  it  was. 

I will  quote  from  Russell's  letter: 

"The  service  at  the  Cathedral  on  ''ednesday 
was  brief  and  exclusive,  but  not  gloomy.  It  \vas 
raining  outside,  though  it  was  bright  in  th'’  small 
chapel,  with  the  red  carpet  and  the  brilliant  mural... 

"The  Chapel  of  St.  Joseph  of  Arimathea  is 
formed  hy  the  great  piers  upon  vrhlch  the  weight  of  the 
central  tower  of  the  Cathedral  will  rest.  (J.  mural 
painting  by  Jan  De  Rosen  on  the  sanctuary  wall  depicts 
the  Entombment  of  Christ.  The  intimate  chapel  is 


entered  through  ornamental  Iron  grille  doors  on  the 
north  and  south,  and  down  red-carpeted  stairs. 

"After  the  service  In  the  Chapel,  the  ashes 
were  carried  to  the  columbarium,  just  to  the  west, 
and  placed  in  the  niche  with  those  of  Anne  Sullivan 
Macy,  the  niche  reserved  for  Helen  Keller.  The 
inscription  on  the  urn  reads:  ilarv  Aefnes  Thomson, 
February  20,1335-March  20,  i960.  'Polly  Thomson's 
heart  has  been  the  most  precious  treasure  to  Teacher 
and  me.*  Helen  Keller." 

The  service  (Episcopal)  was  as  follows: 

The  Collect  (Sixth  after  Trinity) 

The  Creed 

The  Lord's  Prayer 

Prayer  for  the  Blind 

Prayer,  beginninK  "Hamember  they  servant,  0 
Lord,  accordinK  to  the  favour  which  thou  bearest  unto 
they  people... 

Committal:  "Unto  God's  gracious  mercy  and 
protection  w©  commit  you.  The  Lord  bless  you  and  keej- 
you.  The  lusrd  make  his  face  to  shine  upon  you,  and 
be  gracious  unto  you.  The  Lord  lift  up  his  countenance 
upon  you,  and  give  you  peace,  both  now  and  evermore. 
Amen. 


After  this  a bi"ief  prayer  was  offered  in  the 
columbarium. 


Trom  what  I hear,  and  I talk  with  the  household 
quite  frequently,  Helen  is  doing  very  well,  her 
health  is  better  than  it  has  been,  she  entertains 
a good  bit  and  has  recently  enjoyed  a long  visit  from 
her  brother  Phillips  and  his  v?ife.  The  wants  her 
sister  Mildred  to  go  abroad  v;lth  her  next  year,  one 
of  her  special  reasons  being  to  see  Polly's  family. 

The  lack  of  Polly's  touch  is  evident  in  the  interviews 
that  Helen  has  given  and  in  the  photographs  of  her 
that  have  been  published — little  things,  thus  far, 
but  oh,  so  important.  Sometimes  this  makes  me  nervous, 
but  Helen  baa  not  yet  made  any  serious  blunders  and 
we  hope  for  the  best. 

I am  not  happy  about  either  of  cur  candidates 
for  President,  but  I think  they  are  both  more 
intelligent  than  Eisenhower.  Normally  I am  a 
Democrat,  but  I don't  always  vote  with  my  party.  Nancy 
and  Kit  are  Republicans  and  Kit  is  qul'e  enthusiastic 
about  Nixon.  I have  never  liked  him,  but  I do  like 
Lodge.  The  con^'entlons  were  monstrously  boring. 


Our  suminer  here  has  been  quite  pleasant,  ''.e 
fish  a.nd  garden  and  read  and  write  and  have 
occasional  visitors — good  friends  who  are  always 
welcome . 

1 hope  that  all  goes  well  with  you  and  your 
family — I'd  especially  like  to  know  how  i^ffie  Is 
getting  on  in  Kev  Zealand,  J-lease  remember  me  to 
her  when  you  write;  give  my  affectionate  regards 
to  David  when  you  see  him 

My  love  to  you  and  Isabel, 


-t^^'  MlUa  I'uMi^r  ^ 'VA^  - " 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


y -r-^- 

L 


575  MADISON  AVENUIi.  NEW  YORK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-; 


5300 


August  12,  1959 


K - - > 

Dear  Mias  KelUc; 

1 am  sure  it  will  please  you  to  know  that  the  publlsJ  ag  rights 
for  THE  OPEN  DOOR  for  the  Bengali  and  Malayal^  book  Ights,  through 


ttlght  pSyt^nt  of  5300 


each  language.  Gongratu- 


the  U.  S.  I.  A.,  have  been  disposed 
($150  per  language). 

They  will  do  a 15, 000  copyN 

lations . 

My  love 


^en  McCormick 
/ Editor  in  Chief 


Mis 
Arcan  Ridge 
RFD 

■Westport,  Connecticut 


KMcC:ws 

cc:  Mrs.  Nella  Henney 


TO:  Nella 

From:  Evelyn 


Will  you  please  take  care  of  the  attached. 

I have  not  as  yet  had  the  letter  from  Dr. 
Harris  brailled  for  Helen,  Please  let  me 
know  whether  to  do  so  or  not.  Perhaps  you 
can  give  him  all  the  information  he  requires 
for  I don't  think  Helen  would  have  any  of  the 
documents  he  refers  to, 

Ihe  weather  has  been  hot  and  humid  and  raining 
a great  deal  of  the  time.  The  situation  here 
is  unchaiged.  Dr.  Murdock  is  trying  sane  new 
medication  but  Polly's  condition  is  unchanged 
so  far.  Helen  is  fine.  However,  the  nurse 
is  keeping  both  patients  lightly  clothed  and 
quiet  until  the  weather  changes  and  they  can 
resume  their  walks,  etc, 

Hooe  you  are  having  a restfxil  summer  in  spite 
of  the  weather.  My  best  to  your  husban'^  - 


FROM:  AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Affectionately, 


^tom  the  TP&6L  oj 


It  h 


VIRGINIA  SCHAROFF 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK.  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


August  24,  1959 


Dear  Nella: 

Bill  Clifford  of  Simon  and  Schuster 
has  come  back  at  me  again  about  the  Dale 
Carnegie  SCRAP  BOOK.  I honestly  don't 
think  that  what  he  proposes  here  would 
hurt  the  sales  of  THE  OPEN  DOOR.  Do  you 
want  to  give  it  another  thought? 


Kf-lcC:  rea 


Ken  McCormick 
Editor-in-Chief 


Mrs.  Nella  B.  '^enney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville 
New  Hampshire 
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'air  letti^r^''^ 

AEROGK<VM^  30  AH 

29  AUG  ^9 




fypQ^  



U.i^A 


- Second  fold  here  ■ ' > 


Sender’s  name 


and  address:.  - 




AN  AIR  LETTER  SHOULD  NOT  CONTAIN  ANY 
ENCLOSURE  ; IF  IT  DOES  IT  WILL  BE  SURCHARGED 
OR  SENT  BY  ORDINARY  MAIL. 


1 U ; 


- 9J31J  jna  oadoox 


• "••.il-iMiPoMiK.,  iyC  Fi/l/i  Aumur,  Afu’  )«rk  iO  • jAbi  » a>>i)hku  EtukJ*m  • ULcj'iu/si  CkreU  y*460 

^ , 

^€tmt  W,  1559 


;*/  ■ ‘ my  - 


CHUSTER,  INC. 

.^^hlis/in'd 


Ttds  Ij  th«  latWr  7«ti  i«k»r.  aa  to  ■•at  7M  ikoai  pamU* 
•ipj  to  qupta  fXTMi  Halm  Kallar  in  miX  CJ0IK)If*8  SORAPBOOI. 
Th»  MM  I*d  lUca  to  pat  bafora  KLm  Xallar'a  adrlaari 

Hr.  Caraafla  foud  M1A«  Xalla^'a  Ilf  a aad  ihotiffat  aa  !»• 
•pirlac  aad  aa  in  kaapinc  lAtIt  tala  on  idaaa  that  ka  aaak  an- 
Jayad  qaotinc  from  bar  In  tala  taaabin«  and  laetariaf*  ^ 
brlaf  qurotatlaaa  that  m*d  Ute  ta  uM  In  tha  aaaDrlal  aolvMf 
I OB  CAHSGIB'B  8<9UPB00l,  mitld  halp  aubatanUallj  to  glTa 
thla  aotholocT  tba  aaaa  flarar  that  Hr*  Carnafla  gava  hla 
taaahlDg* 

3 


aZ 


Slnea  tha  monat  va'd  Ilka  io  quota  la  na  aora  than  if 
tha  total  book  I don*t  think  Hlaa  lallar  aho'old  faal  that 
Uaroagla  book  aauld  eoagiata  yith  four  book^  THE  om  DOOH* 
On  tha  oontrasT'y  «a  ahoold  ba  glad  to  eradlt  Tffi  OPEX  DOOR  la- 
oar  aoknowladVRanta  and  Pd  axpait  aoaa  raadan  of  tha  SORiP- 
BOOX  to  ba  ao  Ijqpo^aad  by  Mlaa  SaLlar’a  yard*  that  thay  bo> 
.oam  aobaaqaant  bnyarn  of  bar  baoJu  VhUa  tha  paxviaaloa  faa 
m can  par  mat  ba  knot  Imr  (alnaa  th«ra  am  aaaraa  af  par^ 
■iaalona  iirrolTad  In  thla  book)  laa'd  ba  happy  to  affar  a toMn 
faa  of,  aay,  $50. 

I do  bopo  that  Miaa  Xallar^H  adrlaar  vill  faal  tba  oan 
■Ign  tha  pax«ltalona  fern,  anotbar  eapy  of  nbi<di  1$  aooloaad* 

hiaearaly  yaara. 


Hr*  RaiBath  MoCaralak  . 
Dcubladay  a Coa^aqy,  Ino* 
5T5  Madiaen  itaranna 
Haa  lark  22,  I.  T* 


VU11»  Clifford 

t 


J#  #1J 


ARCAN  RIDGE 
WESTPORT.  CONN. 


September  1,  1959 


Jfy  dear  Nella , 

I questioned  Helen  about  John  Macy's  relatives 
and  she  said  she  knew  his  parents,  his  sister,  Elsie,  and 
two  or  three  brothers,  and  that  was  the  only  information 
she  could  give  me.  She  stated  once  again  she  had  never 
heard  of  Margaret  Briggs.  I am  sorry  we  cannot  be  of 
assistance  to  you  in  this  matter. 

It  is  raining  today  and  still  very  humid. 
Everything  unchanged  here. 

Love  from  all. 


/ 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


September 


1959 


Dear  Nella: 

Attached  is  the  form  which  does  require 
your  signature.  If  you'll  sign  it 
and  return  it  to  me,  I'll  be  in 
your  debt. 


KHcC: rea 
end. 


Ken  McCormick 


Editor-in-Chief 


Mrs.  Nella  henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snoville 
New  ^^ampshire 


Dear  }fclen 


I had  hoped  to  write  you  more  frequently,  but  between 
The  Miracle  Worker  and  mj’-  off -Broadway  play  to  follow  it  (and,  I jjiust 
confess,  tennis,  which  is  how  I have  kept  sane  throughout  the  vicissitfldes 
of  both)  I have  not  had  too  much  inclination  to  sit  down  to  letters o 
l-clnially  the  vicissitudes  on  The  Mracle  Worker  have  been  qid.te  minimal, 
and  my  silence  has  meant  only  that  there  was  nothing  but  lacklustre 
routine  proced\rres  to  reporto 

We  have  now  come  to  the  end  of  our  first  period,  re- 
hearsals culminated  yesterday  in  oiu’  second  of  two  "nm-throughB"  for 
invited  audiences  in  New  York,  and  today  the  cast  got  on  the  train  for 
Philadelphia,  where  we  open  to  our  first  paying  audience  on  Saturday 
nighto  The  show  looks  qiiite  goodo  On  Monday's  run-through  the  audience/ 
laughed  a great  deal,  at  points  where  they  were  supposed  to,  I mean,  and 
at  the  end  cheered  the  cast  with  braTOSo  On  Tuesday  the  cast  relaxed, 
played  mucli  more  dully,  and  even  so  won  the  audience,  though  not  to  the 
same  degreeo  For  me  the  prime  reassurance  of  Tuesday's  run-through  vras 
Anne  Bancroft's  performance  as  Teacher:  she  is  really  getting  a grip 
on  the  part,  and  I think  she'll-  be  fine: I told  her  there  was  plenty 
of  work  still  to  be  done,  but  as  far  as  I was  concerned,  "no  worries", 
and  that  is  true,  Patty  Didce,  who  plays  Helen,  is  a delight,  both  in 
the  role  and  as  herself,  and  she  and  the  director  have  struck  up  a 
burning  love  affairs  every  time  I look  around,  there  they  are,  kissing 
and  hugging  each  other.  The  other  actors  are  all  good,  except  the  dog, 
who  is  bored  by  my  talent.  He  comes  into  his  scenes  yawning,  in  the 
most  dramatic  moments  gazes  listlessly  offstage,  and  often  sits  with 
his  back  eloquently  to  the  audience,  I said  to  Arthur  at  one  such 
moment,  "I  don't  even  liJce  human  actors,"  and  Arthur  said,  "We'll  have 
to  paint  an  interested  expression  on  his  face,"  and  I said  we  shoiJ.d 
paint  an  interested  expression  on  his  rear  too  in  case  he  Ji'resents  tJiat 
side  of  his  personality.  This  dog  is  costing  us  $200  a week,  which 
will  give  you  some  idea  of  what  an  Insanity  we  are  all  living  serenely 
in  the  midst  of. 


Now  in  Philadelgahla  the  cast  for  the  first  time  meets 
- usually  head-on  - the  actual  stage  set,  furnitiu'e,  costimies,  end 
lights.  They'll  begin  Thursday  afternoon  to  go  through  the  play  with 
all  these  elements  added,  and  the  first  time  through  will  take  them 
between  I shoiold  say  twelve  and  twenty  hoiirs,  I am  in  Stockbridge 
digging  a ditch  around  ray  studio  to  prevent  this  winter's  snaa  melt 
from,  flooding  my  floor-furnace  again,  which  I find  easier  work  than 
sitting  through  those  twenty  hours,  I join  them  on  Friday,  for  a couple 
of  dress  rehearsals  that  day  and  the  next,  before  we  see  what  we  can 
do  to  a real  audience  Saturdaj’-  night,  and  vice  versa. 


The  atmosphere  of  this  prod\ictlon  is  so  much  more  whole- 
somic  than  that  of  my  other  play  at  this  time  that  I hope  it  does  not 
make  us  all  lazy  and  complacent.  One  never  knows  really  how  audiences 
and  critics  will  respond,  but  I do  feel  pretty  sin's  we  have  an  appealing 
show,  and  no  matter  how  it  is  received,  I am  positiw  we  will  not  dis- 
grace you. 


Dear  Helen  « 


I've  phoned  Nella  a couple  of  times  to  bring  her 


up  to  date  on  what's  happening  with  The  MiracD.e  Worker;  I haven't 
written  you  because  immediately  after  we  opened  I went  into  re- 
hearsal off -Broadway  with  another  play  of  mine,  and  since  all  my 
colleagues  on  this  one  are  urJcnown  quantities  to  me  I have  had  to 
sit  in  closer  attendance  r3*xJd03Dc»KK  tlian  on  such  old  reliables  as 
Coe,  Penn,  and  Bancrofto  Apart  frcm  a few  critical  potshots  at  me, 
which  I think  are  not  necessarily  undeserved,  the  press  on  the  show 
has  been  unanimously  favorable o Our  company  manager  tells  me  that 
business  Is  "very  healthy,  to  put  it  mildly",  and  everj'-one  connected 
with  the  production  seems  to  be  very  happy  with  the  outcome « I hope 
this  includes  youo  We  still  have  a movie  to  look  forward  to  doing, 
which  Coe,  Penn,  and  I will  have  more  control  of  than  most  movie 
set-ups  offer  to  the  original  creators,  and  I think  we  can  do  some- 
thing creditable  with  it;  it  some  respects  it  should  be  better  than 
the  stage  play,  since  the  material,  was  first  corjceived  of  in  terms 
of  the  camerao  Thd.s  however  won't  be  for  another  year  or  raoreo 


Please  convey  my  best  wishes  to  Polly,  in  which 
Margaret  joins  me,  and  take  care  of  yoursell  as  wello 


All  best. 


Stockbridge 

Masso 


Dear  Nella  » 

I have  been  troubled  since  yesterday  by  what 
y®u  said  on  the  phone,  and  this  is  reiterate  what  I told  yeu 
and  Ken  when  a similar  situation  develeped,  that  I don't  regard 
our  arrangements  as  primarily  legal  or  contractual,  any  contract 
between  us  is  always  open  to  revision  as  far  as  I am  concerned 
when  you  feel  there  is  anything  inequitable  about  it,  until  you 
have  a feeling  of  inner  tranquillity  on  all  fronts o I don't 
want  you  nagged  by  any  doubts  about  'taaking  a bad  contract"  for 
either  yourself  or  Helenj  this  is  why  I asked  you  to  have  an 
agent  deal  for  you  with  Leah,  because  how  to  determine  what  is 
equitable  I sinq^ly  don't  knew.  In  terms  of  the  work  I put  in 
and  the  amount  of  text  £rera  your  writing  and  Helen's  that  I use, 
our  arrangements  do  seem  equitable  to  me;  otherwise  I would  not 
have  made  them;  but  I am  not  the  best  or  most  objective  Judge 
of  that,  obviovislyo  I Judge  partly  by  a percentage  estimate  of 
the  actual  text,  partly  by  the  tis»  I am  giving  - between  the 
television  and  stage  versions,  writing  and  productions,  it  will 
come  to  over  a year  of  actual  work  time;  but  thei'e  are  imponder- 
ables here,  as  I said  last  time,  which  cannot  be  mathematically 
arrived  at.  I surmise  that  Nancy  is  a voice  in  this,  dnd  if  so, 
you  much  better  than  I can  and  must  weigh  how  much  of  it  is  Just 
and  how  much  is  grinding  some  other  axeo  I am  not  willing  to  put 
this  decision  or  estimate  in  her  hands  or  these  of  other  friends 
whom  I don't  know,  but  I am  perfectly  willing  to  put  it  in  yoursj 
and  what  I suggest  is  that  you  take  your  time  in  digesting  every- 
thing that  comes  to  you,  and  if  and  when  at  any  time  prior  to 
production  (I  am  not  sure  we  can  do  it  legally  afterwards)  you 
propose  amending  our  percentages  in  any  way,  we  will  amend  them. 
This  is  the  last  I will  write  on  this  point,  which  I know  is  as 
troublesome  to  you  - in  fact,  more,  I am  sure  - as  to  me,  but 
I'll  have  it  in  mindo  See  you  next  Friday:  I'll  let  you  know  when 
and  where  as  soon  as  I know. 

Toiu*  devoted  sei-vant. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-3300 


September  10,  1959 


Dear  ^'^ella: 

Do  you  vvfant  to  pass  this  along  to  Helen 
for  signature^ indicating  that  you've 
agreed  that  this  is  all  rightT 
Thank  you. 


KMcC:rea 

end. 

Mrs.  Nella  ''^enney 
Foss  Mountain 
Gnowville 
New  Hampshire 


Joan  riattner 
123  V^est  IL  Street 
New  York  23,  Nev;  York 


Dear  Miss  Keller, 


Sometime  in  the  late  fall  of  1959,  Simon  & Schuster  plans 
to  publish  DALE  CARNEGIE'S  SCRAPBOOK,  an  anthology  of  In- 
spirational quotations  now  being  prepared  by  Mrs.  Dale 
Carnegie  and  myself . The  book  will  contain  approximately 
250  pages  and  be  priced  at  about  $4.95.  We  would  like 
your  permission  to  Include  the  short  quotation  or  quota- 
tions attached,  both  in  the  original  edition  and  In  atny 
subsequent  reprints  or  foreign  editions. 


Your  signature  in  the  space  "below  will  constitute  your 
grant  of  permission.  This  letter  Is  being  sent  to  you  In 
duplicate  so  that  you  may  keep  one  copy  for  your  files 
and  return  the  signed  one  to  me. 


May  I thank  you  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Carnegie  for  helping 
to  maKe  this  book  truly  representative  ot  the  great  alnda 
Carnegie  admired  so  juch. 


Signature  (permission 


Sincerely, 
Joan  Rattner 


Miss  gelem  Keller 
Ai-eaa  Rldge,Bo«te  1 
Westpert,  Ceu. 


Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS’  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W,  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE:  ^EASALIS.  NEW  YORK 


Dear  Nella  Henney: 

Re;  THE  DIMCLB  WOPiKER 

Here  for  your  joy  are  the  notices  from  Philadelphia 
- I only  wish  you  and  of  course  Helen  Keller  could 
have  been  there  to  feel,  see  and  hear  this  wonderful 
play  with  its  first  audience.  In  my  many  years  pfv_^ 
the  theatre  I have  never  heard  such  an  ovation  - the 
audience  literally  stood  up  and  shouted  not  only 
"bravo"  but  "wonderful"  and  "great"  - and  they  did 
not  stop  until  Bill  went  up  on  the  stage  and  took 
a short  humble  bow  and  then  straightened  up  and 
applauded  his  wonderful  actors  - Anne  Bancroft  and 
Patty  Duke  especially  - but  the  whole  cast  were 
simply  wonderful) 

There  are  things  to  be  done  - cuts  to  be  made  - 
work  in  every  branch  of  the  play  but  nothing 
structural,  nothing  very  troublesome  - and  the 
combined  talents  of  those  three  men;  Gibson,  Coe 
and  Penn  plus  the  play  and  their  superb  cast 
already  has  and  will  result  in  a play  Helen  Keller 
would  be  proud  of. 

I look  forward  to  the  New  York  opening  when  at  Iss  t 
I do  hope  I shall  have  the  pleasure  of  meetin''  you 
and  Helen  Keller. 


September  14,  1959 


Sincerely, 


Hrs . Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


LS/ps 
Encs  . 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS'  REPRESENTATIVES 


Triad  Productions,  Inc. 

1501  BROADWAY  • NEW  YORK  36  • CHICKERING  A-6852 


September  14,  1959 


?^^s . Nella  Kenney 
Pose  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


Dear  Mrs . Kenney : 


I am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  regarding  opening  night 
tickets  in  New  York  and  I will  be  very  happy  to  take  care 
of  them,  probably  after  our  Boston  opening. 


The  opening  in  Philadelphia  was  thrilling,  and  just  in 
case  the  notices  have  not  reached  you  as  yet,  T am  enclos- 
ing a set. 


JH/eb 
Enc : 


Sincerely  yours. 


*-  -V  " ^ 


JOSEPH  HARRIS 
General  Manager 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-3300 


April  20,  1960 


Dear  Nella: 

Here's  a copy  of  the  letter  to  Mr.  Busier  of 
Hallmark  Cards,  written  by  Miss  McKittrick 
our  Permissions  head;  and,  also,  copies  of 
the  text  they  want  to  use.  We'll  take  care  of 
clearing  the  one  from  Harper's.  If  these  are 
okay  with  you  could  you  let  me  know,  promptly? 
Thanks. 


Sinr'#=‘r<=»1  V. 


/ 


Ken  McCormick 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 


KMcCiec 
enc. : 2 


January  25,  1960 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney, 

I was  so  grateful  for  your  note.  I'm  sorry  the 
news  isn't  better,  but  it  is  also  good  to  know  that 
Miss  Keller  continues  to  face  it  with  her  ovm  special 
kind  of  courage.  Knowing  her  only  through  her  books, 
it  still  doesn't  surprise  me.  As  you  say,  it  is 
just  what  one  would  expect  from  her.  One  of  the 
real  regrets  of  my  life  is  that  I never  had  the 
chance  to  meet  her  before  we  left  the  east.  But 
perhaps  there  will  be  another  time. 

My  last  remaining  copy  of  THE  OPEN  DOOR  has  been 
busy  here.  And  the  response  to  it  has  been  simply 
amazing.  It  has  never  been  returned  with  a mere 
"thank  you"  or  "I  enjoyed  it."  It  always  becomes 
the  starting  point  for  a lot  of  good  talk  and, 
apparently,  a lot  of  good  thinking.  I believe 
a few  more  copies  of  the  book  have  been  sold  too, 
but,  personally,  I find  the  effect  on  those  who 
have  read  it  much  more  gratifying. 

It  occurred  to  me  a few  m.onths  ago  that  Miss 
Keller  must  have  had  some  fabulous  correspondence 
with  various  people  through  the  years,  and  that 
a collection  of  these  letters  could  be  a most 
interesting  book.  I have,  of  course,  mentioned 
this  to  no  one  other  than  my  husband  and  shall 
not,  for  you  are  in  a much  better  position  to 
know  whether  this  would  be  feasible  or  not.  It 
is  merely  an  idea. 

In  any  event,  please  know  how  much  I appreciate 
your  confidence  in  me.  If  there  is  another  book, 

I would  be  delighted  to  have  a part  in  it.  We 
hope  to  be  here  for  some  time,  but  should  there 
be  a change  I shall,  certainly  let  you  know. 


With  all  good  wishes. 


Sincerely, 


/ 
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TelkphONK  WATKINS  4-0420 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 

10  WEST  10TM  STREET 
NEW  YORK  II.  N.  T. 


COPY  FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION 


90  South  Street 
Freehold,  New  Jersey 


January  28  , 1960 


Miss  Helen  Keller 

c/o  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  West  16th  Street 
New  York  11 , N.Y. 

Dear  Miss  Keller: 

I ampreparing  with  Mrs.  Nell  H.  Thomas  of  Greenvile,  Mississippi, 
a series  of  junior  high  school  readers,  to  be  published  by  the  Steck 
Company,  Austin,  Texas.  We  are  considering  the  inclusion  of  your 
article  "Three  Days  to  See",  which  appeared  in  Atlantic  Monthly. 

Will  you  please  let  me  know  if  you  will  grant  us  permission  to  use  this 
article  and  what  your  fee  for  reproduction  would  be  ? 

Sincerely  yours , 


/s/  Nash  K.  Burger 


H ^ 0 


Dear  Nella 


What  is  the  NFS,  is  it  agin  the  AFB,  an  I getting 
involved  in  factions  here,  should  I say  yes  to  this  request  or  no, 
will  it  preclude  other  Braille  transcriptions,  and  wliat  shall  I 
do  with  my  entire  life? 

Please  return  this  to  Leaho 

I woiild  like  to  Icnow  what  is  happening  in  V/estport, 
but  I am  refraining  from  calling  you  to  asko 


All  our  warmest. 
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AN  AIR  LETTER  SHOULD  NOT  CONTAIN  ANY 
ENCLOSURE  ; IF  IT  DOES  IT  WILL  BE  SURCHARGED 
OR  SENT  BY  ORDINARY  MAIL. 
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cog  —original  to  Braille  transcriber 


Mrs.  B.  Tappen  Fairchild 
955  Lexinp.ton  Ave. 

New  York  21 


Feb  6-1960 


Dear  Krs.  Kenney 


ibe  little  article  is  now  in  the  hands 
o the  Audubon  Nature  Center.  Do  you  think  Hiss  Keller 
would  p.ive  me  a specimen  of  her  slgn’.-ture  to  put  at  the 
end  of  her  article?  We  would  be  most  grateful. 


At  present  we  are  putting  it  all  into 

one  format  with  some  additions  about  Jncle  Bennie will 

keep  you  advised. 


Sincerely  yours 

Julia  Fairchild 


COPY  --oripinal  to  Braille  transcriber 


Krs.  B.  Tappen  Fairchild 
955  Lexington  Ave. 

New  York  21  Feb  6-I96O 


Dear  Mrs . Henney 


The  little  article  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Audubon  Nature  Center.  Do  you  think  Miss  Keller 
would  give  me  a specimen  of  her  signature  to  put  at  the 
end  of  her  article?  We  would  be  most  grateful. 

At  present  we  are  putting  it  all  into 
one  format  with  some  additions  about  Uncle  Bennle--will 
keep  you  advised. 

Sincerely  yours 


Julia  Fairchild 
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merican  Foundation  for  the  Blind , Inc. 


EUSTACE  SELIGMAN 
Chairman.  Hoard  of  Truntcen 
JANSEN  NOYES.  JR. 

Prcnidctit 

GEORGE  F.  MEYER 
Vicc-Prcaidcnt 
RICHARD  H.  MIGEL 
Sccrelary 
J.  P.  MORGAN.  II 
Treasurer 

M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 
HELEN  A.  KELLER,  l.h.d.,  ll.d. 
CounaelOT,  National  and 
International  Relatione 

HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER 
Honorary  President 


15  West  16th  Street,  New  York  11,  N.  Y. 
Telephone:  Watkins  1.-01.20 

Cable  Addrcee:  Foundation,  New  York 


February  9 , 1960 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 

Dear  Nella: 

Attached  is  a copy  of  a letter  recently  received  which  is  self-explanatory. 
In  the  absence  of  Mrs.  Seide,  I was  not  certain  as  to  the  present  handling 
of  such  mattas  and  asked  Mr.  Noyes  for  instruction.  He  suggests  that 
I seek  your  advice  on  how  to  handle  the  enclosed  request  for  permission 
to  reprint  Miss  Keller's  Atlantic  Monthly  article. 

I will  be  out  of  the  office  for  the  next  two  weeks , but  if  you  wish  to  call 
Mrs.  Andreotta  or  Mrs.  Kelleher,  one  of  them  will  follow  through. 

Best  regards. 


Very  sincerely  yours , 

M . Robert  Barnett 
Executive  Director 


MRB:mk 
Enc . 


Plea.Ht'  sec  other  side 


Fred  Coe 


Febri'ar:/  9,  I960 


Fear  'Telia, 

ily  silence  and  an  absenc‘=>  of  ny  thanks  and  "ratitude 
to  you  cannot  be  excused.  I shall  not  waste  your  tine  with  an 
apology;  instead  I shall,  in  behalf  o^'  the  investors  and  ?!IE 
MTRAOLE  WORKTTH  Oompan]’',  say,  "Thanks,  thanks,  and  thanks  anain 
for  your  intelliaent  consultation,  your  viise  bripht  comments, 
and  your  enthusiasm  and  patience  with  o’lr  work". 

’■■'e  are  all  so  haop''-  with  the  recention  of  Miss 
Roller's  stoipy.  The  letters  and  comments  hear  from  the  ai'di- 
ence  are  rewardinf?  indeed;  T have  never  know,  a nlav  to  receive 
such  unashamed  emotional  reactions.  '''  am  sure  it  is  the  coura<Te 
and  spiritual  fortitude  of  Anne  FnHivan  and  ''elen  Keller  dis- 
played on  the  .''’layhouse  staje  which  hrinas  the  audience  to  its 
feet  each  evening  - and  rewards  them  with  an  account  of  real 
honest-to-hod  human  dipni.tv  which  is  so  rare  in  our  theatre, 
and  so  often  absent  from  so  many  human  lives. 

I hope  you  ujill  find  the  time,  as  our  ooed  and  xd.se 
ayent,  to  express  our  yratituide  to  Kiss  Keller.  We  were  all 
so  sa'^dened  by  the  death  of  her  companion. 

Joyce,  baby  Sue  and  I are  sp^endiny  this  month  in 
Fast  Hampton.  We  shall  b“  back  in  the  city  for  March  and  /pril . 
T hope  if  you  journey  down  you  will  have  dinner  vdth  us  ("meet 
my  new  dau -hter)  and  have  a yood  circle  of  conversation  viith 
Anne  ^->ncro.ft,  Arthur  and  the  Cibsons. 

''ntil  then,  ma,;'''  sav  thanks  aj^ain,  and  include  my 
best  wishes  for  vour  health  and  happiness. 


iak 


T-.rs.  K°ith  "enney 
111  '^ifth  P+reet 
Csrden  f'’ty,  Lous  T'-land 
Tlevr  York 


RjLtLJi 


Dear  Nella 

Herewith  the  proposed  preface  for 
Dinny  & TMW.  Some  of  it  will  be  familiar  to  you 
from  other  quarters,  like  Theatre  Arts.  See  if 
there’s  anything  in  it  you  thinK  inaccurate  or  ob- 
jectionable. 


you. 


I needn't  sav  our  thoughts  are  with 


f 


1 


I 


February  ii,  l'j<60 


Ur.  bdwuriJ  E.  Colton 
•Colton,  G«lUnU  & Fernbach 
74b  l iftti  Avenue 
Nev<  Yotk  24,  Ne».  York. 

Dear  Hr.  Colton: 

X v^riting  to  you  ai<  one  -ol  tbc  lixiatecs  ul  Hlaa 
Helen  Kellur  to  advise  you  that  she  has  certain  objections  to 
a film  version  of  “T.'ic  Miracle  Aoritex". 

I'he  irustcos,  v>iio  axe  substbiititily  advisory  in 
cnaracter,  re^jret  ti.at  this  ccnciition  exists  and  4.re  itteui^-ting 
to  clarify  or  correct  it,  Ihu  ^ur,_o»e  of  Uiis  letter  is  to 
sugjost  tiiot  persons  concerned  ivitii  ti.e  motion  picture  version 
of  “Ihe  Miracle  torxer"  refrain  from  scaicing  any  cemi taan ts 
until  vi«  can  odvise  you  further. 

Unfortunately,  due  to  Uie  ci'itical  illness  of  Miss 
Ihoason,  Miss  Keller's  companion,  we  do  .not  .<noiv  t'.ow  long  it 
will  be  before  we  can  clarify  tills  matter. 

Sincerely, 


J.  Noyes,  Jr,/jp 


ROBERT  E.  LEE  ^ '' C (} 

From  Q portrait  m the  Virg.nia  Hisforicol  Society  Bldq 
Richmond,  Vo. 
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HISTORICAL  WELL  AND  SLAVE  QUARTERS 
Located  at  Ivy  Green,  the  birthplace  oLH^»_.,  ^ 
Keller.  The  well  shown  was  where  sh/^alTrtec(//X 
her  first  word,  "water".  Helen  Kelley^j^nown 
as  America's  First  Lady  of  Courage.- /d^UeAiby'? 
seeing  Ivy  Green,  Tuscumbla,  Ala.  I ^ O 
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AN  AIR  LETTER  SHOULD  NOT  CONTAIN  ANY 
ENCLOSURE  ; IE  IT  DOES  IT  WILL  BE  SURCHARGED 
OR  SENT  BY  ORDINARY  MAIL. 


ajaq  ina  nado  ox 


- 0 n 1 1/ 

PREVF. 
II  FOREST 


Mr.  & Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 


ARCAN  RIDGE- 
WESTPORT,  CONN. 


ARCAN  RIDGE 
WESTPORT,  CONN. 


March  7 , 19  60 


Dear  Mr.  & Mrs.  Henney; 

Miss  Helen  Keller  has  asked  me  to  thank  both  of  you 
warmly  for  your  kindness  in  remembering  Polly  Thomson  on 
her  birthday. 

She  has  asked  me  to  tell  you  that  Miss  Thomson's 
condtion  has  somewhat  improved  in  the  past  week . 

With  warmest  personal  greetings,  I am, 


Sincerely  youi^ 


Evelyn  D.  Seide 
Personal  Secretary  to 
Miss  Helen  Keller 


Mr.  & Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 


Mr^  J)Sh^  H-ei=<xi£^  »P  4i=^ 
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^ffO0^4w^ 
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French  Fruits 

Guy  McCrone,  the  novelist, 
leaves  Glasgow  to-night  for  Paris 
to  give  a broadcast  to  mark  the 
publication  of  "Peluche  Rouge” — 
red  plush  in  precise  translation, 
“Wax  Fruit”  to  British  readers 
His  French,  he  says,  is  “not 
hot,”  but  German,  learnt  from  u, 
German  governess,  is  much  more 
fluent,  and  he  has  given  lectures 
and  broadcasts  in  Germany  and 
Austria  in  connection  with  "Wax 
Fruit"  and  on  P.E.N,  business. 
Public  speaking  in  America,  where 
this  novel  was  the  “Book  of  the 
Month"  in  1947  (the  springboard 
of  Mr  McCrone’s  literary  career), 
presents  no  such  problems.  Sweden 
and  Denmark,  where  it  appears  in 
Scandinavian  translations,  would  be 
quite  another  matter 

To-day  public  opinion  regards 
the  author  as  an  expert  on  Old 
Glasgow,  w'riting  letters  in  support 
of  its  preservation,  but  he  was  in 
fact  driven  to  research  by  his  urge 
to  write  about  several  generations 
of  one  family  — the  characteristic 
subject  mauer  that  causes  him  to 
be  described  in  the  preface  to  this 
translation,  as  the  “Galsworthy 
ecossais."  Meantime  the  pale  blue, 
formal  dignity  of  its  French  paper- 
back style,  the  deep  wad  of 
uncut  pages,  have  an  irresistible 
fascination  , . . the  knife  slips 
between  the  pages  . . Chapitre 
Premier  . . . “Pourquoi  les  cliiens 
gemissaient-ils  ainsi  , . 


195  7 VOUl  LU  5>t. 

!Saton  c^oiigE,  ^ouUiana 


Mp/M 


Mini  nmiii>»rtiiinin»ini»ih>  III ii'l'yi 'i'li 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC 


t 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  S-3300 


March  19,  1960 


Dear  Nella: 

Herewith  the  semi-annual  royalty  statement 
and  a small  check. 

Hope  that  all  is  well  with  you. 


Ui\  ' 

yken  McCormick 

Miss  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
lllFifth  Avenue 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 

KMcC:ec 


Sin|6erely, 


enc. 


March  21,  19^iO 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Westportj  Connecticut 


Dear  Helen: 

With  great  sorrow  and  extreme  sadness  I read  Nclla's 
telegram  this  morning  advising  of  Polly's  passing.  I 
knew  that  she  had  been  very  ill  and  that  a complete 
recovery  was  not  likely^  yet  with  all  her  friends  I 
had  hoped  against  hope  that  she  might  once  more  be 
her  old  and  vigorous  self. 

I mourn  with  you  and  yet  I know  that  your  own  inner 
strengths  are  such  that  you  will  again  arise  above  this 
separation  to  go  on  as  you  always  have  to  achieve  what 
Teacher  and  Polly  had  v/orked  with  you  to  gain,  ’.'ith 
an.  of  Polly's  friends  and  yours  may  I join  in  love  and 
affection. 


CG  Mrs.  Ruth  Henney 
Il5  Fifth  Street 

Garden  City,  Long  Island,  New  York 
Dear  Nella: 

The  news  was  most  sad  but  rather  expectedo  I hope  that  you 
will  be  able  to  take  Helen  with  you  for  a stay  in  Snowville 
this  summer. 


Very  sincerely. 


WESTERN  UNION 

TELEGRAM 

W.  P.  MARSHALL.  President 

the  dare  line  on  domestic  telegrams  is  STANDARD  TIME  at  point  of  ori>;in.  Time  of  receipt  is  STANDARD  TIME  at  point  of  desttnarion 

' SYA109  BB190  ' 

B KNAG20  PDaMARLBORO  NHAMP  22  938AME=« 
fv^RS  KEITH  HENNEY* 

111  FIFTH  ST  GARDEN  CITY  NY*  i960  WAR  22  AM  9 '^5 

ALL  OUR  LOVE  AND  SYMPATHY  AT  THIS  SORROWFUL  TIMEa 
LARRY  AND  KATHERIMEa* 


Class  of  Service  ^ 

This  is  a fast  message 
unless  its  deferred  char- 
acter is  Itulicatcd  by  the 
proper  symbol. 


TK^  filing  rime  shown  i 


DL=  [>ay  Letter 
NL  = Night  Letter 
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Miss  Rebecca  Mack 

4 EAST  SOMMERFIELD  APARTMENTS 
798  CLINTON  SPRINGS  AVENUE.  AVONDALE 
CINCINNATI  29,  OHIO 

l-Iai’ch  £4,  I960. 

Deer  Nella; 


I tried  twice  to  phone  you,  or  rather 
thot  of  it  twice.  The  first  time,  I was  so  sure  you 
would  he  at  vestport,  th^.t  I phoned  Nancy  instead, 
but  fouT.d  you  weren't  when  it  was  too  late.  Last 
night  I did  call  you,  but  you  weren't  home  from 
Hestport  yet,  so  I phoned  Nancy  again,  wlr.  told  me 
about  everything.  I have  been  so  worried  about  how 
helen  w.;uld  tahe  it,  for  even  tho  she  was  fully 
prepared  for  it,  it  is  still  a shock.  I felt  that 
if  she  could  t.:.ke  Teacher's  passing,  she  could  take 
o-nything,  yet  she  is  much  older  now,  which  makes  a 
dixference.  I was  so  happy  to  hear  from  Nancy  that 
she  is  taking  it  beautifully,  and  is  perfectly  calm, 
and  has  herself  well  in  hand,  also  thc.t  she  h_.s  such 


3^  nuvse  as  a raj  XacaEent . So  isy  irj'orrie'ii  on  tn£-o 

score  are  over,  and  I simLl  not  phone  again,  as  I was 
at  the  long  distance  last  night — I also  phoned  to 
Montgoffierj'’ — over  an  hour,  and  I i'ist  ca.n't  afford  it. 

Tl'jank  you,  in^/'  dear,  so  kuciI  for 
letting  Be  know  about  Tolly.  I feel  that  you  did  it 
on  your  own,  not  on  instruction,  and  that  makes  it 
doubly  dear  of  you  to  do  it.  I had  already  heard  it 
on  the  radio,  but  it  was  nice  to  have  Tsy  wire. 

It  is  wonderful  tD  know  tittt  Polly  is 
at  rest  at  last,  out  of  her  suffering,  since  she  could 
not  get  well.  I did  not  seiid  flowers  to  the  funeral, 
but  I did  send  some  to  Helen  herself,  as  Haney  said 
that  would  be  all  right,  and  everyone  seemed  to  do  it. 

I understand  that  Helen  is  going  to 
Montgomery  soon.  I wish  I could  go  down  to  see  her, 
and  toyed  with  the  idea,  but  the  doctor  -ut  his  foot 
down,  and  even  1-dldred  advised  against  it,  as  I'm 
really  not  able  to  go.  love  and  thanks  to  you. 


April  19,  I960 


Mr,  Fo’jert  Busier 
Ballnfirfc  Cards  ItBOcporatad 
Kansas  Oity  I|1,  'Uosourl 

leer  Hr,  Busier i 

Cvr  telepnono  ooTrrarsatlon  jFQsterdegr  waa  aeet  en* 
joyabQjs  and  I am  eo  pleaanl  ue  were  able  to  wor>:  out  the 
detail*!  tmard  finallalng  our  agroc'nont  on  your  use  of  the 
Helen  TTellsr  material. 

It  now  i»  our  understanding  that.  In  addition  to 
tue  royally  terras  of  five  ($fj)  peroent  stipulated  in  t\»  con- 
treot-ogreowent  you  sent  parWiously,  Hfidlnirk  will  agree  to 
pey  a guaranteed  advance  of  two  Iruaired  fifty  (02^0,00)  dollars 
agafjnr  t.  that  royalty.  He  doubt  you  will  want  to  send  us  a 
formal  addendwi  to  bids  effect. 

Also,  because  of  ths  situation  I explained  to  you, 
we  Mill  clear  the  excerpts  directly  with  Mis#  Keller’s  editorial 
advisor.  We  have  had  most  conlal  affillationa  with  her,  and  I 
feol  certain  there  will  bo  uo  dlfficullgr  about  the  naterial  you 
have  aeleoted. 

Vie  will  ie  in  touch  with  you  as  soon  as  we  receive 
this  editorial  clearance.  In  tho  meantlraa.  If  you  will  aend 
us  ths  fontal  addendum  to  the  contract-agreeiBont,  we  then  can 
send  you  ths  signed  papers  plus  the  editorial  permlaslon  all 
at  tha  same  time,  I hope  this  will  help  expedite  your  plans. 

If  you  would  like  to  make  any  changes  in  this  pro- 
oeduM,  pleeae  let  me  know. 


Slnceroly  yours, 


Ocrothy  H.  MeKittrLok 
Head,  Per^sslms  Dq^artment 
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CBS  TELEVISION  NETWORK 

.4  Oivision  nf  Columbia  Hroadcasting  Systrm.  Inc. 

TELEVISION  CITY  • HOLLYWOOD,  CALIFOHNIA  • OLIVE  1-2315 


April  26,  1960 


Miss  Nancy  Haailton 
411  iiast  Fifty  Pirat  St. 

New  York:  22,  N.  Y. 

!)«ar  Mias  Hamilton, 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter 
of  9 April  outlininii  your  enthusiasm  for  a 
television  tribute  to  Miss  Keller’s  80th 
birthday.  1 think  that  there  is  much  in 
your  idea  that  nij^ht  interest  network  and 
sponsor . 


I shall  be  here  in  California  until 
6 May;  when  i am  back  in  New  York  and  out 
from  under  my  present  television  burden  I 
shall  call  you  to  go  further  into  such  a 
project. 


My  pers^«al  best  wishes. 


Sincerely, 


Fred  Coe 


PC*  Ip 

cc:  Mill  Gibson 
Arthur  Penn 
Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Leah  Salisbury 
hdward  Colton 


Hemphill,  Noyes  CS,  Co. 

MEMBERS  NEW  VORK  STOCK  EXCHANGE 

15  Broad  Street 
New  York  5.  N.Y 

HANOVER  2-4120 


April  A7,  i960 


I'.lro,  Keith  Henney 
111  fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Nev.  York 

Dear  .Virs.  Henney: 

I have  now  in  hand  your  letter  of  >'pril  kknd  concerning  the 
brief  quotations  of  Helen's  for  Hallmark  Cards.  I concur  with  your 
advice  that  we  go  ahead  on  this  matter  on  behalf  of  Helen.  Vvill  you 
therefore  please  advise  Mr.  McCormick. 

I am  returning  to  you  herewith  the  rather  volaminous  files 
which  you  forwarded  to  me  quite  a while  ago.  I hope  that  you  will  find 
them  complete  except  for  the  copies  of  tne  motion  picture  contracts 
which  are  presently  being  reviewed  by  counsel. 

On  January  kUtli  you  wrote  to  me  that  you  could  not  take  any  more 
money  from  The  Miracle  Worker.  Neither  we,  the  Foundation,  nor  Helen  were 
willing  to  accept  this  decision  of  yours  in  regard  to  the  Broadway  per- 
formance. Vie  are  all  delighted  that  you  have  agreed  to  keep  the  checks 
which  come  to  you  and  which  will  keep  coming  to  you  from  this  Broadway 
performance. 


You  and  I have  left  up  in  the  air  the  actual  relationship  vjhich 
you  and  the  Foundation  will  have  in  regard  to  any  iiiotion  picture  perform- 
ance of  The  Miracle  Viorker.  I do  not  feel  that  we  need  to  make  a decision 
in  this  regard  at  this  time.  I do,  however,  v«ant  you  to  understand  that 
vje  of  the  Foundation  vjho  are  also  Trustees  of  Helen  Keller,  anticipate 
that  we  will  need  your  assistance  and  advice  regarding  the  script.  IVe 
also  hope  that  wnen  that  time  comes,  you  will  be  willing  to  accept  a 
position  of  retainer  by  the  Foundation  to  assist  that  organization  in 
carrying  out  its  responsibilities. 

It  is  my  understanding  that  you  are  going  up  country  shortly.  I 
vjant  to  wish  you  and  Mr.  Henney  good  weather  and  a wonderful  rest. 


/'■ 

./ 


Sincerely, 


/ 


J.  Noyes,  Jr./jp 
Enclosures 
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AN  AIR  LETTER  SHOULD  NOT  CONTAIN  ANY 
ENCLOSURE  ; IE  IT  DOES  IT  WILL  BE  SURCHARGED 
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^ — ajaq  jno  aado  ox 


Viney:ird  Haven, 
'.pm  V:9-'>9H0 


;'uF,s. 


Desrest  Nella, 


A series  of  enclosed-pl ease-finds.  I would  send  you  iffc-ves'  cc-'y  of 
his  letter  to  Heien  anent  Polly's  services,  but  I’m  afraid  it  might  get  lost  in 
the  inailsl  Copies  were  sent  (for  your  informr.tion ' to;- 

JsTTies  S.  ■-dams 
Richard  H,  Migel 
Affliil  ' T,.  Gl.-.du 
Kath-.rine  CorneA '' 

K-..ncy  Kami' ten 

:.rd  tie  ■ etter  inc'’ides  ■ ■o-ragr.-.rh  on"J-se'-b  cf  Aremathi  -ivin:-  '-.is  o'-n  tomb 
I or  Ghrisf  etc. etc.  It  is  cuite  n unbe'' iev  ;b’' e erisfe,  but  weitter.  in 
good  f dth,  nd  T dc  be 'i eve  by  Jan  Nryes  himself  . N.P.  T did  ''■iT  s -v  ■'n  mv 
etter  tc  Jan  that  T ”»-s  sending  you  o cony  cf  ny  "’etter  to  ’oi-r.  r.d  ever;  thcu?h 
I send  yr-Q  cne  it  m-.y  be  unre  dable,  hs  I t;rped  the  c'-<r.les  v,tt’-  t'-e  cerber  -n 
the  wrong  side. 

Imagine  the  "uck  of  Gibson  h-vine  h-.d  cor-y  of  Gee's  "etter 

to  me  nd  reading  it  to  me.  I hfj\’-e  stiH  to  receive  mine.  c' \ we  r.irht  ■ ftr^ 
all  have  u show,  ;*nd  I told  hiill  on  the  te'eohone  7'e  will  all"  ■ n-’  I me'-rn  ''T.t 
be  paid,  and  maybe  we'll  all  keen  our  money,  I'm  glad  the  ribbon  rn  my  m-chine^ 
didn't  completely  give  out  before  I'd  finished  this.  It's  obvious  t'h-.t  J h ve. 

I am  the  new  Mr.  Bl;inding.  I just  hope  it  tiirns  out  to  be  my  DSeram  House.  No 
more  for  now,  I must  choose  a gas  stove  from  the  Sears  Roebuck  C it.ilogue. 


Love, 


T«l«phon* 


159» 


Vln«/;;rd  Ht.VtoDfUuBB 
...prll  £9,  19C 


Ur.  Cob 

CBS  TV  City 
Hollywood,  Ctil, 


D*:r  <lr,  <ioe, 


Th'oik  you  for  your  letter, 
the  tolephono  l-.»t  night,  ae  a all  la 
bound  lal  nd. 


copy  of  which  MU  Qlbeon  read  to  mt>  oTar 
a little  slow  r©  .ching  ae  on  this  strike- 


T'a  zlad  you  think  there  In  aerlt  In  the  Idea  for  the  Uelw  Keller  TV 
tribute  Lethir  oJ  not  there  la  tine  to  effect  wuoh  * jroduction  by 
I can  only 

t.p«-nindng  «.y  be  n*co»..'u:y  to  coordln  .te  such 
a tribute  whenoTer  and  bowewr  it  nay/  be  poealbie, 

I understand  you  are  leavlni;)6ailf.>rnin  May  6,  but  MU  eayn  you  may  ot  be 

neither  nswere  ask  th.^  chief  f * H- J ^'‘but  I c^n  .rr.a.ge  to 

iU  l’  “j.  or  t.lk  .Itl,  you  ty  Ul.fho».  .t  .uy  u««  you  .U8««. 


Mtb  beet  wlahee  ^Iwaye, 


Sincerely, 


Ni'noy  Kaellton 


Copies  to»-  Keiin  Draddy  Heimey 
ftUl  Qlbaon 
Katharine  Cornell 
J nsen  Noyea,  Jr, 


vineyard  H ’Yen,  U ’m 
April  ;l9,  1960 


Mr.  ^AnaeB  Noyaa,  Jr. 

Preaidant  Aaarloon  foundation  for  the  Blind  rind 
Aaorioun  found,  tion  for  Ovaraeae  Blind 
SO  Broad  Street 
New  York  City 


Uear  J^, 


to  Helen  in  honor  of  her  Birthday.  A#  you  will  aee,  I hive  not  hla  lette* 
in  hand,  hut  WilJ  Oibaon  read  hi*  oopy  to  ee  on  the  telephone,  and  I gather  Mr. 

Goe  feel  a ey  idaifi  hne  neteecrk  and  sponoor  poesihlllties.  In  the  light  of  thle 
intereat,  .J  bop«  you  will  agree  that  hay  dpoliaion  in  relj-tlon  to  Mr.  folper'a 
offer  ahoitld  be  poatponed. 


Thunk  you  for  aendlz^  ae  the^  the  oopy  of  your  letter  to. Helen  with 


regard  to  -the  eerrleea  for  Polly  at  the  Netional  Cathedra!.  May  I euggeet  that 
ooplea  alao  be  sent  to  Polly *e  brother  and  sitter  Scotland,  to  Helen 'a  aie- 
tcr  in  Montgomery,  to  Helen's  brother  in  Dellas,  to  Nella,  David  ^-ey.  Dr.  Didc- 
aon  HBd  .die  other  gentlwan  wlioae  naae  esenpea  ae.  but  who,  I imdaratnnd,  ie 
also  4 "adrleor"  to  Helen  Keller.  I think  Helen's  eld  friend,  Mrs.  Lenore 
Smith,  who  used  to  live  in  fiaebington,  and  with  whom  Hwlwn  and  Polly  and  1 afayed 
whenew  vent  for  the  Hdwenhover  filning  at  the  White  Houaa,  should  alao  receive 
' ^ feel^ipothing  definitive  ehould  he  done  with  foj/'y'B  ^ ahes  without 


Truatuea 

Wlll'Oibson  told  ae  of  the  with  the  £vCtdictt«ats  concerulng  the 


fdrbhccitlng  aovle  of  the  MIRACLE  VOHK&E. . I'a  gl-d  the  decision  b e bean  e(.da 
to  let. it  proceed,  and  I do  hope  Mella  Henney  will  be  persuaded  by  the  Trueteea 
to  Accept  her  just  roy.  Ities  froa  the  eotlon  picture. 


May  ISth,  uneae 


Qftoloaed  is  a oopy  of  ey  reply  to  fred  Coe  tnent  the  Televlalon  Tribute 


oonaultation  with  her  own  fkally  tnd  Helen's. 


> 


Sincerely, 


Nancy  Hseilton 


Copy  to  Katharine  Cornell 


Vlney  .rd  Waven,  Mans. 
..pril  '..IQ,  196- 


Mro.  Ellin  K.  Roberts 
Doubledny  and  Co»  Inc» 
575  ■adlson  ;.Tenue 
N«'a  York, 22,  N.T, 


Ce’O*  Mrs.  Roberts, 

Th'ink  you  for  your  letter  of  .^prll  5th-full  of  "ffiith  i.nd  hope"  f-nd 
»e''.como  coiopliments!  I did  aiean  it  whan  I B’.id  I pt'.nued  sometime  to  write  .. 
boekbook  -bout  Polly  Thcnson,*  for  I h«.d  : most  wonderful  op-.^ci'tunlty  over 
nerlod  of  twenty  ye  .rs  to  enjoy  to  the  full  :11  the  deUKhtful  .nd  vibr  -nt  quwl- 
Itles  of  this  T!  re  Scot,  .-.nd  to  purtlolp  te  with  sorrow  in  the  tr  .'edy  of  her 
f lilnK  yo-.rs. 

I could  nob  however  coeault  mya  e f-evon  to  mysief-tf  the  writing 
of  this  bct'k  without  the  --ermisblcn  of  her  f al'y  in  Scct'.'r.d,  of  «lafi  Ke  'er 
nd  hen  f roily  in  tho  United  States,  -.nd  without  knov»ihg  th-t  such  •.  bxk  wru'd 
In  no  w y interfere  with  .ny  definitive  biogrophy  th  t Ke  ' Henney  nirht  h ve 
in  the  f'=r  re  chea  of  her  mind,  -bout  Eelen  Keller,  nne  Su'’iv  .n  Macy  nd  ?o  y 
Thomson,  for  -.fter  ell,  she  has  known  then  'J.1, collectively  -.nd  indivu  Uy,  bet- 
ter thou  finyone  else  on  eerth. 

In  whatever  case,  I would  love  to  accept  your  lunelieon  Invit.tion 
when  I come  buck  to  New  York,  which  should  be  around  M y 16th,  igt in  my  th  nl  s 
a nd  beat  wishes, 

Sincerely, 


Nancy  Hamilton 
(All  my  own  tjT'ing) 


Copy  to  Nell-,  Br- ddy  Henney 


Hemphill,  Noyes  CSb  Co. 

MEMBERS  NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCHANGE 

15  Broad  Street 
New  York. 5,  N Y. 

HANOVER  2-4120 


April  ^9,  1960 


Mrs.  Aeitii  nenney 
ill  iiftn  Street 
barden  City,  Nev.  York 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I cin  returning  to  you  tne  letter  troiii  Mr.  McCoimick 
in  v.hich  he  asks  for  our  opprovai  of  the  Deli  books  edition  of 
The  Story  oi  My  Life. 

I agree  with  you  tliat  v«e  should  authorize  this  edition 
on  the  terms  whicn  have  been  suggested.  You  mentioned  taat  you 
vjould  ask  Mr.  McCormick  to  caution  them  about  the  jacket  design. 
In  viev\  of  the  many  unattractive  although  eye-catching  jacKet 
designs  v-hich  pa^er  back  books  have  been  using,  I would  like  to 
go  a step  further  and  ask  if  v.e  could  have  tne  riglit  to  approve 
the  design.  If  Dell  will  not  give  us  this  right,  I feel  I v.ill 
have  to  take  up  the  matter  with  Jim  Adams,  LIck  .vUgei  and  perhaps 
with  Helen. 

Sincerel /, 

J.  Noyes,  Jr./jp  ^ ''  J 

tnclosure 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  - MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


April  19,  1960 


Dear  Nella: 

Dell  Books  would  like  to  do  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  by  Helen 
Keller  in  a 35^  edition  with  royalties  of  1.  4<^  to  150,000,  2. 1^ 
thereafter.  Their  guarantee  is  $3,000,  half  on  signing,  half  on 
publication,  the  latter  to  be  between  April  1961  and  the  Fall  of 


As  you  know  the  Book  is  about  to  go  out  of  copyright.  Dell  will 
pay  full  royalties  unless  a competitive  edition  appears  in  their 
field  at  a reduced  royalty  at  the  expiration  of  copyright. 

They  will  not  be  using  our  introduction,  but  only  the  body  of 
the  book.  May  we  have  your  approval  for  this  deal? 


1961. 


Sincerely, 


/ Ken  McCormick 


/ 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 
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993  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  28,  NEW  YORK 


All  the  family  ask  that  I convey 
our  heartfelt  thanks  for  your 
expression  of  sympathy  and  under- 
standing. Please  know  that  your 
message  is  deeply  appreciated. 


.Gratefully^ 


THE  CENTURY  ASSOCIATION 
7 WEST  FORTY-THIRD  STREET 
N EW  YORK  36,  N . Y. 
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KEY  LIME  PIE 

Anolher  Jack  Tar  Food  Specialty 


The  Key  Lime  fruit  free,  native  only  to  the  Florida 
Keys,  bears  a fruit  similar  to  a lime  in  taste, 
but,  when  ripe,  has  the  coloring  of  a lemon.  As 
famous  os  the  Key  Limes  is  the  pie  made  from 
their  juice. 

Jack  Tor  Motel  In  The  Keys 
Marathon  Shores,  Florida 
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Tilrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 


S.  N.  Behrman 


40  East  88  Street 


New  York  28,  N.  Y. 
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Dear  Nella  - 


I have  been  thinking  of  you  more  often  than 
my  silence  would  indicate,  but  I*ve  been  in  something  of  a 
retirement  lately.  Hy  mother  has  been  in  the  hospital,  the 
diagnosis  is  grave,  and  it  has  cast  a shadow  over  other 
things o Also,  probably  not  unassociated,  n^y  belly  has 
been  bothering  me  on  and  off  every  week  for  six  months, 
which  is  the  most  chronic  uneasiness  it  has  ever  caused 
me.  Well,  not  one  of  our  best  years o Jfargaret  and  the 
kids  are  well,  however,  and  there's  always  termioo  The 
King  of  Sweden  played  tennis  till  he  was  9U,  and  it  finally 
Killed  him,  but  he  died  happy. 

Tou  were  not  supposed  to  be  in  on  the  letter 
I wrote  Helen,  though  I don't  see  any  harm  in  your  kncwing, 
if  you  didn't  resent  my  sticking  my  nose  in.  I don't  think 
it  registered  much. 

Not  much  news  to  pass  along,  really.  We 
had  planned  to  go  to  the  Cape  on  Jiily  l5th  for  the  balance 
of  the  s\mimer,  but  our  plans  now  are  up  in  the  air,  depend*- 
ing  on  news  of  my  mother.  I think  the  chances  are  we  will, 
and  if  you  can't  get  us  here  our  address  there  will  be  simply 
Truro,  Mass* 


Well,  two  items  about  TMtf  I suppose  are  news. 
One,  word  is  that  October  will  see  a pirated  production  in 
Moscow,  without  arrangement  with,  permission  of,  or  payment 
to  anyone  at  this  end,  no  doubt  because  they  are  all  such 
good  Tolstoyans  over  there.  TWo,  we  seem  finally  to  have 
won  our  casting  siege  on  the  movie,  and  Annie  B will  play 
Annie  S,  at  considerable  box-office  risk|  eveiyoiv?  thought 
we  were  nuts  to  fight  off  Audrey  Hepburn  and  Elizabeth  Taylor 
(Tayloy  t;u:ned  up  in  the  UA  office  flanked  by  Eddie  Fisher, 
their  lawyers,  agents,  and  in-laws,  in  an  effort  to  buy  the 
play  out  from  under  us,  which  I thought  a charming  move), 
but  we  figured  that  our  way  we  would  die  later  if  not  richer. 

How  are  you  and  Keith?  Our  very  best  to  both 

of  you. 
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Dear  Kslla 


My  Tiother  died  in  '.Vest  Henipstead 
the  week  before  Chi'istmas;  I was  there  all  week, 
walked  one  hour  into  Garden  City,  kept  thinking  I 
would  P-ive  vou  a riny,  b»it  never  '-eally  had  the 
social  energy;  it  was  a lon‘~  bi-uisincr  w^tch,  and 
all  "ly  i' -anises  v-ere  inward  toward  the  faw.il7/.  It 
is  siscei-  nho  iivea  tiiore,  and  my  riothei's  .>i.atn 
has  broU'"ht  us  closei’  this  past  half-year  since  we 
savv  it  cominp;;  I'll  be  do^-n  aealn,  and  Invite  Biyself 
over  the  town  line  for  a drink.  If  I ma:'. 

'JVhen  you  say  you  are  leavin  ■ the  copy- 
right of  TMVk  to  me,  I take  it  yoxx  mean  "Anne  Sullivan 
Lacy",  b;/  v.nich  I am  (truly)  honored,  and  I tharxk 
you.  ;Ve  are,  bjr  the  way,  supposed  to  have  mimeo a;raphed 
copies  of  the  first  half  of  the  screenplay,  though  I 
have  not  seen  any  myself  yet;  I asked  that  one  be  re- 
served for  you.  I had  expected  to  be  oone  with  it  by 
now,  but  the  last  month  has  not  been  a vvorking  time, 
and  soon  I must  buckle  down  to  the  second  half.  »Ve 
are  scheduled  to  make  the  movie  this  sprint;,  maybe 
May  and  June,  so  if  the  mud  is  too  bad  in  Showv'ille 
you  may  have  a look  at  a shot  or  two  in  a New  York 
studio  or  in  front  of  some  pseudo-Southern  mansion 
on  Staten  Island.  Someone  Is  to  scout  such  houses 
for  the  exterior  scenes,  and  when  the  photos  are  in, 

I'd  like  to  brin?:  them  out  to  you,  though  it  will  take 
some  stretchinu  of  the  mind  for  you  probabl'’-  to  feel 
any  of  them  is  anything  but  hilarious. 

Well,  here's  v.i suing  you  and  Iveith  a 
healthy,  happy,  and  loving  nev^  year. 
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THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 

57  WILLOUGHBY  STREET 

January  l8,  1961  Brooklyn  1,  new  york 

Telephone  MAin  4-5152 


TRUSTEES 
LOUIS  C.  WILLS 

Honorary  President 

HENRY  S.  CONOVER 
President 

JOHN  E.  McKEEN 
Vice-President 


Mrs.  Nella  B.  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York 


MILTON  T.  VANDER  VEER 
Vice-President 


Dear  Nella : 


ANDREW  S.  ROSCOE 
Treasurer 

JOHN  H.  FINN 
Secretary 


Mrs . Scharoff  told  me  of  your  very  wonderful 
gift  of  two  typewriters  to  IHB  and  of  the 
priceless  gift  of  your  own  time  and  effort  in 
manning  one  of  these  machines. 


DAVID  J.  ASKIN,  JR. 

HENRY  J.  BENISCH 

LEON  W.  BENTLEY 

WILLIAM  R.  DEYO 

OLIVER  B.  JENNINGS 

MAHHEW  C.  JONES 

JOSEPH  A.  KAISER 

MORRIS  KIRSCH 

HON.  JOSEPH  D.  McGOLDRlCK 

RABBI  MAX  MEYER 

HON.  MYLES  A.  PAIGE 

WILLIAM  H.  SASSO 

HARRY  R.  SOCOLOF 

DR.  JOHN  J.  THEOBALD 

REV.  WILLIAM  J.  WALSH 

REV.  ALFRED  GRANT  WALTON,  D.D. 


I do  not  have  words  enough  to  thank  you  for 
your  continued  interest  in  us.  I can  only  hope 
that  the  knowledge  that  I am  sure  you  have  of 
the  direct  and  immediate  service  that  you  are 
giving  to  young  blind  children  will,  in  itself, 
be  your  reward  for  your  very  great  kindness. 


Cord lally , 


Peter  J.  Salmon 
Executive  Director 


COUNSEL 

LOUIS  C.  WILLS,  ESQ. 
JOHN  H.  FINN,  ESQ. 

PETER  J.  SALMON 
Executive  Director 
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to  Help  Themselves 


Dear  Nella:  This  book  cane  for  Helen.  I don't 

think  she  woiild  be  interested  in  it,  ao  you? 
Hope  all  is  well  with  you.  Isn't  it  about  time 
for  you  to  go  to  the  mtsj 

Affect. 

Evelyn 


Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS’  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE:  LEASALIS,  NEW  YORK 

January  19,  1961 


We  have  recently  closed  a deal  for  the  production  of  THE  MIRACLE 
WORKER  in  London.  Under  the  British  income  tax  law,  approximately 
3C^  of  sums  earned  in  England  by  Americans  can  be  deducted  for 
taxes.  There  is  also  an  American  tax  on  money  earned  by  British 
people  in  this  country. 

There  is,  however,  a reciprocal  tax  treaty  in  effect  between  our 
country  and  England  covering  taxes  on  very  specific  kinds  of 
earnings  and  authors'  royalties  are  Included  on  this  elite  list. 

In  order  to  become  eligible  for  the  waiving  of  the  United  Kingdom 
tax,  we  must  file  various  documents  - by  filling  in  the  enclosed 
form  and  filing  it  with  the  proper  authorities  in  England , it  is 
possible  for  us  to  arrange  for  your  share  of  royalties  from  England 
to  be  sent  to  us  without  any  U.K.  tax  deduction  whatsoever. 

We  are  sure  you  will  understand  the  advantage  of  filing  this 
form  in  order  to  get  the  benefit  of  tax  exemption  on  money  which 
will  be  coming  to  you  from  this  British  production. 

Will  you  therefore  please  sign  on  both  pages  one  and  three  on  the 
enclosed  form,  having  both  signatures  notarized.  We  will  appre- 
ciate your  returning  the  form  to  us  as  soon  as  possible. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  5th  St. 

Garden  City,  L.  I. 
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4245  N.  Central  Expressway  (Fitzhugh  Ave.  Exit)  h 

Dallas,  Texas  | 

Location,  4 Minutes  To  Downtown  — 4 Minutes  To  S.  M,  U.  a 
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In  Pompano  Beoch  - Highwoy  A-1 
PALS  RESTAURANT  & YACHT  BASI 
Deerfield  Beach  at  The  Cove 
The  Restaurants  mode  fomous  by  their  ; 
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Henney 
f)th  Street 
Garden  City 
Long  Island 

N.Y. 


NATIONAL  COMMITTEE 

Miss  KathSflne  Cornell,  Chairman 

James  S.  Adams 
Hen.  Leona  Baumgartner 
Van  Wyck  Brooks 
Miss  Pearl  S.  Buck 
Hon. Joseph  S.  Clark, Jr. 
Norman  Cousins 
Gardner  Cowles 


Helen  Keller  World  Crusade  for  tlie  Blind 


22  West  17tli  Street 
New  York  11,  New  York 
WAtkins  4-0420 


Helen  Keller  visits 
a school  for  the  blind 
in  the  Middle  East  and 
examines  relief  globe 
donated  by  AFOB, 
specially  designed  to 
teach  geography  to 
blind  students. 


John  Oaly 
Miss  Jessica  Oaves 
Mrs.  Lucy  Jennings  Oickinson 
Hon.  C.  Oouglas  Dillon 
Walt  Oisney 
Miss  Irene  Dunne 
Hon.  James  A.  Farley 
Henry  Ford  II 
Rev.  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick 
Mr.  & Mrs.  Bruce  Gould 
Rev.  Dr.  Billy  Graham 
Dr.  A.  Whitney  Griswold 
John  Gunther 
Hon.  Lister  Hill 
Rev. John  Haynes  Holmes 
Hon.  Herbert  Hoover 
Hon.  Amory  Houghton 
Walter  Hoving 
Eric  A.  Johnston 
Dr.  Wilbur  K.  Jordan 
H.  V.  Kaltenborn 


My  Good  Friend: 

This  is  a "sjtiall  world,  " particularly  for  the  fourteen  million 
blind  persons  on  all  parts  of  the  globe.  The  Helen  Keller  World 
Crusade  for  the  Blind,  the  only  international  organization  devoted 
to  the  rehabilitation  of  sightless  persons  in  all  overseas  areas, 
is  the  agency  through  which  they  appeal  to  the  Auer leans  for  aid. 

For  the  past  forty-five  years  the  continuous  flow  of  braille 
literature  and  talking  books,  the  training  of  teachers  and  other 
personnel,  and  the  provision  for  professional  guidance  and  assis- 
tance for  the  blind  in  other  countries  through  our  regional  offices 
in  Paris,  Manila  and  Santiago  has,  indeed,  made  it  a "small  world" 
for  these  foLirteen  million  who  seek  our  help. 


Hon. John  F.  Kennedy 
Miss  Evo  Le  Gallienne 
David  E.  Lilienthal 
Hon.  Henry  Cabot  Lodge 
Guthrie  McClintic 
George  Meany 
Edward  R.  Murrow 
John  M.  Olin 
Bishop  G.  Bromley  Oxnam 
Edgar  M.  Oueeny 
Walter  P.  Reuther 
Victor  Riesel 
Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt 
Howard  A.  Rusk,  M.D. 
Hon.  Dalip  Singh  Saund 
Igor  I.  Sikorsky 
Rabbi  Abba  Hillel  Silver 
Alfred  P.  Sloan,  Jr. 

Ed  Sullivan 
Miss  Allene  Talmey 
Lowell  Thomas 
James  Thurber 


The  Crusade  maintains  a network  of  assistance  which  has  given  rise 
to  new  hope  for  many  blind  people  throughout  the  world  who  have 
shared  with  me  the  triumph  of  achieving  a fullness  of  life  in 
spite  of  a handicap. 

^^y  I urge  that  you  join  the  Helen  Keller  World  Crusade  for  the 
Blind  so  that  it  can  carry  on  the  services  which  make  possible  the 
realization  of  the  rightful  destiny  of  the  blind  person  --a 
productive  and  useful  human  being. 

For  your  convenience  in  returning  your  contribution,  I am  enclosing 
a self-addressed  envelope. 


Sincerely  yours. 


-itVi  nlldLLdr- 


sponsored  by  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  dind,  inc. 


OFFICERS  AND  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  OVERSEAS  BLIND 


Eustace  Sciigman,  Chairman  of  the  Board 

Jansen  Noyes,  Jr.,  President  Peter  J.  Salmon,  Secretary 

Richard  H.  Migel,  Vice-President  Alexander  M.  Laoghlin,  Treasurer 


James  S.  Adams 

Col.  E.  A.  Baker,  M.C.,  O.  B.  E. 

Princess  Margaret  Draper  Boncompagnt 
Bernard  S.  Carter 
Joseph  F.  Clunk 


Miss  Katharine  Cornell 
Or.  Gabriel  Farrell 
Dr.  George  A.  Fitch 
Vice  Admiral  C.  S.  Freeman 
Or.  C.  L.  Hsia 


Robert  M.  McCormick 
Garfield  D.  Merner 
George  F.  Meyer 
Stephen  L.  Porter 
Frank  K.  Sanders,  Jr. 


George  C.  Sumner 
Lowell  Thomas 
Charles  Torem 
William  Ziegler,  3rd 


M.  Robert  Barnett,  Executive  Director 


Eric  T.  Boulter,  Field  Director 


Registered  under  the  District  of  Columbia  Charitable  Solicitation  Act,  registration  number  6-07-155. 


HELEN  KELLER 

World  Crusade 
for  the  Blind 

Sponsored  by  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind,  Inc. 

Established  in  1915,  is  the  only  agency  for  the  blind 
whose  program  is  world-wide  in  scope,  comprehensive 
in  character  and  without  limitation  of  nation, 
race  or  creed. 

Helen  Keller  — one  of  the  founders  — gives  the 
leadership  and  guidance  which  has  made  it  the  first 
and  foremost  international  agency  in  work  for  the  blind. 

Maintains  regional  offices  in  Paris,  Manila  and 
Santiago,  Chile  to  serve  the  fourteen  million  blind 
persons  throughout  the  world. 


Initiates,  expands  and  improves  services  for  the  blind 
in  cooperation  with  existing  governmental  and 
voluntary  agencies. 


AFRICA 


AFOB’s  experience  in 
conducting  vocational 
training  programs  for 
the  blind  native  Africans 
has  demonstrated  that 
they  can  be  taught  to 
do  farming  and  follow 
other  pursuits  appro- 
priate to  tribal  life. 


BLIND  FARMER.  UGANDA. 
Blind  African  natives  are 
taught  to  pick  cotton  at 
Salama  Rehabilitation  Center. 


LATIN  AMERICA 


MEXICO.  Blind  students  learn  anatomy  at  school  for  the  blind. 


Schools  for  the  blind  in 
Argentina  and  Para- 
guay, braille  printing 
machines  in  Peru,  a 
workshop  in  Guatemala 
are  but  a few  examples 
of  projects  AFOB  has 
stimulated  in  helping 
the  500,000  blind  per- 
sons in  Latin  America. 


AlWAN  (FORMOSA)  Blind  student  learning  to  cultivate  orchids. 


FAR  EAST 


In  India  alone  there 
are  over  2,000,000  blind 
persons.  Since  the  vast 
majority  live  in  rural 
areas,  special  facilities 
are  being  created  to 
train  the  blind  for  farm 
pursuits.  Agricultural 
training  centers  in  India 
and  Taiwan  (Formosa) 
are  representative  of 
projects  for  the  blind 
stimulated  and  sup- 
ported by  AFOB. 


Vocational  training  for 
industry  has  marked  re- 
cent advances  in  work 
for  the  blind  persons  of 
Europe.  Talking  books 
in  many  languages, 
braille  music  catalog, 
and  provision  of  scholar- 
ships for  training  of 
teachers  for  the  blind 
are  made  possible  by 


1^- 


PARIS.  At  the  AFOB  Industrial  training  center  sightless 
French  citizens  learn  to  operate  drill  presses  in  prepara- 
tion for  employment  in  open  industry. 


EUROPE 


AFOB. 


HELEN  KELLER’S  GREATEST  WISH 


“I  hope  one  day  to  see  enough  braille 
presses,  libraries,  schools,  and  training 
centers  and  teachers  to  assure  the  four- 
teen million  blind  in  the  world  the  oppor- 
tunities they  would  have  had,  had  they 
not  been  blind.  This  is  my  greatest  pur- 
pose in  life.”  — Helen  Keller 


HELEN  KELLER  WORLD  CRUSADE  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Sponsored  by  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Bllnd^  22  West  17th  Street  • New  York  11>  N Y. 


Gibson 

Stockbridge 

Mass. 
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Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  N.Y. 
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Dear  Nells 


Okay,  away  with  the  root  ecTlar.  'Vished  on  her"  is 
cut  of  tiifc  Irish  department  of  ray  family,  I thinl:  we 
can  risk  it.  Next  week  Fred  says  the  location  photos 
T-p.ll  begin  coming  in  from  Ttaten  and  T ong  Islands, 
which  ;jill  present  incongruj.ties  we  will  all  wish  we 
had  I’oot  cellars  to  hide  in  from.  I'ra  very  pleased 
you  liked  the  screenplay,  and  I'ra  forwarding  yovtr 
coraraents  to  Fred.  Arthur  is  in  Europe  till  the  end 
of  March.  C3ur  shooting  date  is  tentatively  May 
l^th. 

/J.1  our  test. 
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Colton,  Gallantz  & Fernbach 

COUNSELLORS  AT  LAW 


EDWARD  E.  COLTON 
GEORGE  G.  GALLANTZ 
JOHN  R.  FERNBACH 


74-5  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  22,  N.  Y. 
PLAZA  9-1130 

CABLE  ADDRESS-  EDECOLT  NEWYORK 


March  7 , 1961 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Nella: 


At  long  last,  I am  enclosing  herewith 
a copy  of  the  following  documents  to  which  you  are  a 
party  in  connection  with  "THE  MIRACLE  WORKER"  motion 
picture  deal; 

1.  Agreement  between  Play film  Productions,  Inc. 
on  the  one  part,  and  Helen  Keller,  Nella  Henney  and  Keith 
Henney  on  the  other  part. 

2.  Supplement  to  Agreement  between  Play film  on 
the  one  part,  and  Helen  Keller,  Nella  Henney  and  Keith 
Henney  on  the  other  part.  (Attached  to  instrument  re- 
ferred to  in  "1"). 

3.  Agreement  between  Tamarack  and  the  Trustees 

on  the  one  part,  and  Helen  Keller,  Nella  Henney  and  Keith 
Henney  on  the  other  part. 

I‘m  glad  that  there  is  no  issue  being  made 
with  respect  to  your  share  of  the  picture  payments.  Under 
the  supplemental  agreement  we  made  with  you  and  Helen 
Keller,  she  alone  is  to  receive  a percentage  of  the  gross 
receipts  of  the  picture  after  the  break-even  point  figure 
has  been  reached  and  your  agreement  that  Helen  Keller  alone 
should  receive  this  money  is  set  forth  in  said  supplemental 
agreement,  a copy  of  which  is  enclosed  herewith. 

With  regards. 


cc;  Leah  Salisbury 
William  Gibson 
Fred  Coe 


Cordially, 


Dear  Nella  - 


I have  just  recently  seen  some  correspondence 
between  Kddie  Colton  and  Mildred,  or  rather  Eddie's  end  of  it, 
regarding  her  appearance  in  the  movie  as  an  infant.  Have  you 
heard  anything  about  this?  I gather  she  is  asking  for  payment, 
and  Eddie's  letters  say  that  since  we  already  have  her  permission 
in  earlier  contracts  "his  clients"  intend  to  proceed  regardless 
of  any  objections  she  may  have.  His  letters  seem  rude  to  me, 
but  that  may  be  only  lawyer's  efficiency.  If  you  are  acquainted 
with  this  situation,  and  want  me  to  do  anything  about  it,  what 
would  it  be?  I told  Leah  I would  have  no  objection  to  paying 
Mildred  five  hundred  or  a thousand  dollars,  to  smooth  over  any 
rufflings,  but  the  preconception  tliat  "movies"  means  a rajah's 
treasure  is  in  our  hands  to  spend  lavishly  is  pretty  erroneous 
in  this  case:  our  insistence  on  doing  the  movie  with  Annie  was 
countered  by  United  Artists'  insistence  on  a very  very  tight 
budget  with,  as  Arthur  said  when  I tried  to  get  an  ex-patient 
of  Margaret's  a job  with  us,  "no  fat  on  it". 

Meanwhile  the  play  has  opened  in  London  to  enthus- 
iastic audiences,  and  the  State  Dept  toiar  began  in  Madrid  with 
T>W  breaking  - I am  told  - a three-hundrcd-year-old  box- 
office  record.  What  on  earth  does  this  mean,  besides  good  news? 
what  play  in  I66l  set  the  record,  some  opus  of  Calderon's?  and 
who  has  been  keeping  the  books  all  these  years?  not  to  mention 
repairing  the  roof.  But  the  British  producer  and  the  Theatre 
Guild  here,  which  is  sponsoring  the  good-will  tour,  are  very 
happy  with  us.  The  critical  reception  runs  true  to  form,  with 
two  chief  points,  the  play  may  not  be  much  as  a work  of  art, 
but  it  is  very  moving,  neither  of  whilR  can  I disagree  with. 

Also  they  unaniraously  agree  that  only  the  actresses  who  play 
Annie  and  Helen  make  the  play  effective,  a third  point  wiiich 
loses  some  of  its  force  when  I keep  reading  it  about  different 
actresses  in  each  country.  When  Seesaw  was  done  around  the 
world,  each  country  discovered  that  Gittel  was  being  played 
l^an  actress  who,  though  they  had  not  noticed  her  before,  was 
a genius.  Well,  such  are  the  troubles  of  a playwright,  and  I 
am  more  inured  to  them  than  I sound.  But  it  is  a little  bit 
like  publishing  a book  in  several  languages,  and  reading  reviews 
in  each  one  that  only  the  typesetter  has  made  this  book  ef- 
fective. 

<7 

1:  seem  to  be  writing  one,  by  the  way,  memoirs 

of  my  parents, 

, All  be  st. 


Hemphill,  Noyes  CS,  Co. 

MEMBERS  NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCHANGE 

15  Broad  Street 
New  York  5.  N.Y. 

HAnover  2-4120 


March  , 1961 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Nev.  York 

Dear  Mr a.  Henney: 

ThariA  you  very  much  for  your  fine  letter  of  March 
25th  in  v.hich  you  suggested  that  your  gifts  be  used  to  start 
a 75th  Anniversary  Fund. 

I am  having  copies  made  of  your  letter  and  sending 
it  to  members  of  our  Board  and  staff  in  order  to  obtain  their 
opinions. 


With  kindest  regards,  I am 

Sincerely, 


J.  Noye.i,  Jr./jp 
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Dear  Mexla* 

Snoiud  this  letter  go 

to  Doubleday?  if  „ot,  is  it 

aJJ-  ri^t  for  HK  to  gLvef  per- 
mission? 

Hope  this  note  finds 
/ou  well.  How  did  you  like 
Martha  Graham's  dance  COytemnestra' 


SHERATON  HALL  — SHERATON-PARK 

2660  Connecficoi  Avenue.  Washington,  D.C. 

The  lergesf  hotel  ballroom  in  the  world, 
banquets  and  over  3000  for  m 
all  with  bath  and  air  conditioning. 

Outdoor  swimming  pool,  tennis  co 
Eicollent  food  at  reasonable  prices 
with  a free  train  service  to  carry 
wooded  grounds.  Right  in  the  heart 
Free  Reservations 

confirms  your  hof^  ^seconds 
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STRIKE  BACK  AT  C.A 

G 1,  V E 

MEEICAtiCANCER  SO 
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LOUISIANA  STATE  CAPITA 
Baton  Rouge, 'tLouisiani 
This  gleaming  white  34-story  sv 
built  in  1932,  is  one  of  the  ^ 
most  beautiful  State  Capitol  b» 
from  a huge,  colorful  formal  .. 

450-foot  observation  tower  affords 
breath-taking  panorama  of  Baton  Rouge  and  the 
great  Mississippi. 

Color  photo  by  Hubert  A.  Lowman 
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Q.  Color  photo  by  Hubert  A.  Lo 





,.tk; 


i 


WILLUM  GIBSON 
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I irsl  produced  al  the  Royally  Thealre,  March  Slih,  1961 
Transferred  to  Wyndham’s  Thealre,  May  8th,  1961 


PLAYS  YOU  MUST  SEE 

ANNE  ROGERS  CHARLES  STAPLEY 

JAMES  HAYTER 

MY  FAIR  LADY 

DRURY  LANE  TEMplc  Bar  8108 


SHANI  WALLIS 

IRMA  LA  DOUCE 

NOW  IN  ITS  THIRD  YEAR 

LYRIC  THEATRE  GHRrard  3686 


WEST  SIDE  STORY 

A Musical  with  the  New  York  cast 
“SAVAGE,  RESTLESS.  ELECTRIFYING” 

HER  MAJESTY'S  THEATRE  WHItehall  6606 


at  the 

theatre  bar 
take  the  necessary 

SCHWEPPES 


CRITERION  THEATRE 

Picc.ulilly  Circus.  W.l  VVfHrchill  32Ui 


JOAN  GREENWOOD  HUGH  WILLIAMS 

■N 

THE  IRREGULAR  VERB  TO  LOVE 

hy  HUGH  and  MARGARET  WILLIAMS 

<Amliors  nf  "I'llE  CRASS  IS  GRCENER") 

nirectrd  hy  [ACK  MINSTER  Drsigiird  hy  HUTCHINSON  SCOTT 


Is  there  DEAFNESS  IN  YOUR  HOME  ? 


The  Amplivox  Hearing  Advisory  Service  was  founded  twenty-six  years 
ago.  It  is  a service  to  which  all  people  whose  lives  are  affected  by  hearing 
problems  can  turn  in  confidence  ...  in  privacy.  Amplivox  has  the  widest 
range  of  aids  to  hearing  and  correctors  chosen  from  the  world’s  finest 
models.  It  is  the  leading  manufacturer  of  audiometers  and  specialised 
speech  training  equipment,  which  play  a great  part  in  the  education  of 
deaf  children,  and  are  used  extensively  in  schools,  hospitals  and  clinics 
throughout  the  world.  There  are  Amplivox  Hearing  Advisory  Centres 
in  all  principal  cities  with  expert  resident  hearing  advisers  in  your  area. 
All  advice  is  free,  impartial  and  without  obligation.  Please  call,  write,  or 
telephone. 

AMPLIVOX  LTD. 

8o  NEW  BOND  STREET,  LONDON,  W.i  Tel. : HYDe  Park  9888 
World’s  most  experienced  and  complete  hearing  service. 


Advisory  Centres  at  : Birmingham,  Bournemouth,  Bristol,  Cardiff, 

hdmburgh,  Glasgoui,  Hull,  Leeds,  Leicester,  I.iverpool,  Manchester,  Newcastle,  Dublin 


i. 


ANNA  MASSEY 


Anna  Massey 


Anna  Massey  was  born  in  Sussex  in 
1937.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Raymond 
Massey  and  Adrienne  Alien  and  the 
sister  of  Daniel  Massey. 

She  was  educated  in  America,  England 
France  and  Italy.  She  is  married  to  actor 
Jeremy  Brett  and  they  have  one  son, 
David,  horn  in  August  1958. 

Her  plays  include  ’’"The  Reluctant 
Debutante" , "Dear  Delincjuent" , "The 
Elder  Statesman" , "Double  Yolk"  and 
"The  Last  Joke".  Her  Films  include 
"Gideon  s Day"  and  "Peeping  Tom". 


JOHN  ROBINSON 


John  Robinson 


John  Robinson  is  married  with  two 
daughters.  His  latest  West  End  appear- 
ance in  "'The  More  the  Merrier" 
with  Anna  Neagle. 

His  most  recent  Films  are  "The 
Doctor's  Dilemma"  made  by  M.G.M. 
and  "Oscar  Wilde"  with  Robert  Morley. 
Televisions:  "The  Judge's  Story"  for 
Associated  Redijfusion  and  "The  Skin 
Game"  and  "Maigret"  for  the  B.B.C. 

He  has  played  in  several  of  Donald 
Albery’s  earlier  productions  including 
Graham  Greene's  "The  Living  Room" . 


So  many 

people  are  saying 


Martini 


MARTINI 


Sweet  or  Dry  or  Bianco 


^ SCAMPI- OYSTERS  StLMON  / 

^GARIVERS 

RESTAURANT 

FAMOUS  FOR 
London's  Finest 

SeAFOODS 


STEAKS 

/2S7. 

^ DOVER  SOLES  TROUT  HALIBUT 


FOR  the  finestsuedewear 
IN  TOWN 

VISIT  51  Beauchamp  Pla« 
Brompton  Road,  S.W.3 

Late  Night  Thurs.  . . 2 minutes  Harrods 

HAND  CUT  SUEDE.  LEATHER  & SHEEPSKIN 
WEAR  MADE  IN  OUR  OWN  FACTORY 
AND  SOLD  DIRECT  TO  THE  PUBLIC  AT 
FANTASTICALLY  LOW  PRICES 
LADIES’  JACKETS  FROM  10  GNS. 
MEN’S  M GNS. 

Daily  9.30  to  6 p.m.  Saturdays  I p.m. 
Samples,  Catalogues,  order  form  on  request 


British  Biscuits 
at  their  Best 

Macfarlane,  Lang  & Co.,  Ltd, 

London  & Glasgow 


Meet 

Mr  Brandyman 

-at  the  bars 

lyuiu.  Jaiwc/l  Miitk. 

NARTELL 


WYNDHAM’S  THEATRE 

CHARING  CROSS  ROAD,  VV.C.2 

Licensed  by  the  Lord  Chamberlain  to  . . SIR  BRONSON  ALBERY 
Lessees:  THE  WYNDHAM  THEATRES  LTD. 

Managing  Directors:  SIR  BRONSON  ALBERY  & DONALD  ALBERY 


DONALD  ALBERY 

(for  Calabash  Productions  Ltd.) 

By  arrangement  with 
FRED  COE 

presents 

ANNA  MASSEY 

JANINA  FAYE 

in 

THE  MIRACLE  WORKER 

by 

WILLIAM  GIBSON 

with 

DILYS  HAMLETT 

DEREK  FOWLDS  ANN  WILTON  PEARL  PRESCOD 

PETER  BATHURST  DAVID  WALLER 

JOHN  ROBINSON 

Directed  hv  PETER  COE 
: 

Designed  by  SEAN  KENNY 

Lighting  by  John  wyckham 


HELEN  KELLER 


Bom  June  27,  1880 

Deaf  and  blind  since  the  age  of  19  months,  as  the  result  of  an 
illness.  She  was  educated  under  the  direction  of  Anne  Sullivan. 

On  behalf  of  the  blind  she  has  lectured  in  Australia, 
Canada,  Egypt,  France,  Gt.  Britain,  Greece,  Ireland,  Italy, 
Japan,  Yugoslavia,  Korea,  Manchukuo,  New  Zealand, 
Scotland,  South  Africa  and  Rhodesia.  Has  appeared  on  tele- 
vision programmes  and  has  Hon.  degrees  from  the  Universities 
of  Harvard,  Glasgow,  Delhi  and  many  others.  She  is  a 
Chevalier  of  the  French  Legion  of  Honour,  and  her  books 
include:  Story  of  My  Life;  Optimism;  The  World  1 Live  In; 
The  Song  of  the  Stone  Wall;  Out  of  the  Dark;  My  Religion; 
Midstream — My  Later  Life;  Helen  Keller’s  Journal;  Let  Us 
Have  Faith;  Teacher  Anne  Sullivan  Macy. 

In  1916  Helen  Keller  wrote  to  her  teacher  “You  told  me 
once  in  a moment  of  deep  sorrow  that  you  thought  you  would 
write  the  story  of  your  life  ...”  I feel  sure  that,  if  you  wrote 
this  book,  I shall  know  you  deeply  for  the  first  time.  That 
seems  a strange  thing  for  me  to  say,  does  it  not,  when  we  have 
lived  so  close  to  each  other  during  thirty  years.  Yet  so  it  is”. 

Helen  Keller  is  still  alive,  Anne  Sullivan  is  dead.  It  is  an 
irreparable  loss  to  the  world  that  Anne  Sullivan  did  not  write 
the  book  while  she  still  had  sight  enough  for  the  task.  There 
are  many  reasons  why  she  did  not.  In  the  first  place  her  sight 
had  never  been  good,  and  what  she  had  she  gave  to  Helen. 
In  the  second  place  she  had  spent  her  life  since  the  age  of  four- 
teen trying  to  forget  what  had  happened  up  to  that  time.  When 
people  came  asking  for  the  story  of  her  life  she  pointed  to 
Helen.  Helen,  in  her  opinion,  was  all  the  biography  and  all 
the  monument  she  needed  or  desired.  However,  there  are 
letters  written  at  the  time  she  first  met  Helen  as  a child  and  it 
is  on  these  letters  that  William  Gibson  has  based  this  play. 


THE  MIRACLE  WORKER 


Characters  in  order  of  appearance: 


Doctor 

DAVID  WALLER 

Kate  Keller 

DILYS  HAMLETT 

Captain  Keller 

JOHN  ROBINSON 

Helen  Keller 

JANINA  FAYE 

Martha 

ROSITA  YARBOl 

Percy 

GORDON  YEARWOOD 

Viney 

PEARL  PRESCOD 

James  Keller 

DEREK  FOWLDS 

Aunt  Ev 

ANN  WILTON 

Anagnos 

PETER  BATHURST 

Annie  Sullivan 

ANNA  MASSEY 

Alice 

ROSEMARY  KING 

Sarah 

LORRAINE  HAMILTON 

Beatrice 

NADINE  HANWELL 

Emily 

PATRICIA  WILSON 

Jennifer 

PAULINE  FOREMAN 

James  Sullivan 

JAMES  LANGLEY 

Time:  The  1880’s 

Place:  In  and  around  the  Keller  Homestead  in  Tuscuinbia,  Alabama. 
Briefly.  The  Perkins  institution  for  the  Blind  in  Boston. 


THERE  WILL  BE  TWO  INTERVALS 


The  Management  and  the  Director  wish  to  thank  Miss  Joan  Shields,  and  the  stafl'  and 
pupils  of  Condover  Hall,  the  Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  School  for  blind  and 
additionally  handicapped  children,  for  their  help  with  the  production. 


Janina  Faye,  Pauline  Foreman,  Lorraine  Hamilton,  Nadine  Hanwell,  Rosemary  King. 
James  Langley  and  Patricia  Wilson  are  pupils  of  the  Corona  Stage  School. 


Costumes  designed  by  Cynthia  Tingey  and  made  by  M.  Berman  Ltd.  Scenery  built  by 
E.  Babbage  and  Co.  and  painted  by  Alick  Johnstone.  Wigs  by  Wig  Creations  Ltd.  Miss 
Massey’s  hair  styled  offstage  by  Gianni  of  L'Elonge,  Mayfair.  Manikin  cigars  by  J.  R. 
Freeman  and  Son.  Printers  galley  proofs  supplied  by  the  Catholic  Herald.  Lighting 
equipment  by  Strand  Electric  and  Engineering  Co..  Ltd.  Stockings  by  Kayser-Bondor. 
Hoovcrmatic  and  Hoover  sieam-or-dry  iron  used  in  the  wardrobe  supplied  by  Mes.srs. 
Hoover.  Ltd.  Spaniel  "Fairy”  supplied  by  Fu.Tu-Yu  KenneLs.  Drying  C’abinet  used  in 
wardrobe  supplied  by  Belling  & Co..  Lid. 


Photographs  of  the  Production  by  John  TiMHhR.s 


For  Donald  Albery 


General  Manager  . . , . . . . . anne  jenkins 

Production  Manager  and  Public  Relations  . . ian  b.  albery  (tem.  4613) 


Assisted  by 

Company  and  Stage  Manager 
Deputy  Stage  Manager 
Assistant  Stage  Managers 


MAGDALEN  EGERTON,  JUDY  LEANING 
MICHAEL  ASHFORD 
JUDITH  CRAIG 
RONALD  CHUDLEY,  MARIAN  MORLEY 


I 


The  original  production  by  ARTHUR  PENN  of  "The  Miracle  Worker"  was  first  pre- 
seniedby  FRED  COE  on  the  \9th  October  1959.  the  Playhouse  Theatre.  New  York. 


SMOKING  IS  NOT  PERMITTED 


General  Manager  "t  For  / v.wii.uam  hlinter 

Manager  . . /The  Wyndham  Theatres  Ltd.  \ . . l.  wye 


BOX  OFFICE  (Elvira  Auger)  , . Temple  Bar  3028 


ht  accordance  with  the  rec/uirements  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain: 

I . — The  public  may  leave  at  the  end  of  the  performance  by  all  exit  doors  and  such  doors 
must  at  that  time  be  open.  2. — All  gangways,  passages  and  staircases  must  be  kept  entirely 
free  from  chairs  or  any  other  obstructions.  3. — Persons  shall  not  in  any  circumstances  be 
permitted  to  sit  or  stand  in  any  of  the  gangways  intersecting  the  sealing,  or  to  sit  in  any 
of  the  other  gangways.  If  standing  be  permitted  in  the  gangways  at  the  sides  and  rear  of  the 
seating,  it  shall  be  strictly  limited  to  the  number  indicated  by  the  notices  exhibited  in  those 
positions.  4.— The  safety  curtain  must  be  lowered  and  raised  in  the  presence  of  each  audience 


e-e-«  I 


.lANINA  FAYE  was  born  in 
London  in  1948.  Her  real  name 
is  Smigielska  as  her  father  is 
Polish.  Her  brother  Janek  who 
is  two  years  older  is  also  an 
actor.  She  started  at  the 
Corona  Stage  School  at  the 
age  of  six  years  where  she 
learned  ballet,  fencing,  acting 
and  mime  as  well  as  general 
school  subjects.  Her  first  film 
was  Esther  as  a child  in  ”The 
Story  of  Esther  Costello**.  She 
has  also  played  in  “Sherifi*  of 
Fractured  Jaw**.  ‘The  Two 
Faces  of  Doctor  Jekyll**, 
“Dracula**,  and  her  latest 
screen  appearance  is  Jean 
Carter  in  “Never  Take  Sweets  From  A Stranger**.  This  is  her  second  West 
End  appearance — her  first  was  in  “The  Most  Happy  Fella'*  at  the  Coliseum. 


DILYS  HAMLETT  trained  at 
the  Old  Vic  School.  One  of  her 
first  West  End  stage  appear- 
ances was  at  Her  Majesty's 
Theatre  in  “The  Innocents*’  in 
1952.  In  1953  she  played  in 
“Miss  Julie"  at  the  Edinburgh 
Festival.  This  play  was  directed 
by  Caspar  Wrede,  who  is  now 
Miss  Hamlelt's  husband.  In 
1955  and  1956  she  was  with 
the  Company  at  Slralford-on- 
Avon,  and,  among  other  parts, 
played  Ophelia  in  “Hamlet** 
and  Maria  in  “Love*s  Labour 
Lost".  In  1957  she  worked  in 
France  on  a Shakespearean 
lour.  She  appeared  with 
Patrick  McGoohan  at  the 
Lyric,  II a m m e r s m i t h . in 
“Brand”  last  year,  for  which  she  received  excellent  notices,  and  also  played 
there  in  “Danton's  Death". 

Last  spring  she  played  Ailela  Q nested  \n  Sant  ha  Rama  Raids  dramatisa- 
tion of  E.  M.  Forster’s  “A  Passage  to  India'*  which  ran  very  successlully 
at  the  Comedy  Theatre. 

Miss  Hamleti  has  appeared  in  many  prestige  television  productions 
including-'for  B.B.C.  TV — “Uncle  Vanya**.  “Twelfth  Night*',  “Women 
of  Troy*’,  “Crime  Passionel",  and  for  Granada  TV  “Monserral*’  and 
most  recently,  “In  Search  of  Happiness”,  the  translation  of  the  contem- 


porary Russian  play  success. 


OKAIVJEBOOin  I*1L»^EU 

A fine  old  Pilsner  of  unequalled  quality 
Famous  since  1671 


ON  salb  in  the  bars  of  this  theatre 

Treda  on^uiriai  mmt»d  ky  : 


ANGLO-DUTCH  BREWERS  (DISTRIBUTORS)  LTD. 
91  BOROUGH  HIGH  STREET,  LONDON,  S.E.l 


N[EET  THE  STAR  OF  THE  SHOW 


Winner  of  the  Gold  Medal  for  Dairy  ice  Cream 
at  the  National  Dairy  Show 


Enjoy  one  during  the  interval  ! 


Indian  or  China  Tea  is  available  on 
demand  at  Matinees, 

Freshly  made  coffee  which  is  served 
on  a tray  with  biscuits  or  cake,  is 
.available  on  demand  at  Evenin^r 
Performances. 


The  Wizard 

Rki  usiNG  TO  ADMIT  even  10  near-miraculous  powers,  ihc  modest 
Mr.  Therm  avoids  exaggerated  claims.  Bui  he  agrees  that  millions 
of  housewives  call  him  wizard — and  w'ho  are  we  to  contradict 
millions  of  housewives? 

How  else  can  one  account  for  automatic  cookers  that  think  lor 
themselves!  for  central  heating  that  lirmly  but  eftortlessly  keeps 
winter  in  its  place;  for  room  heaters  that  give  quick,  clean  heat, 
yet  are  as  cheap  to  run  as  an  old-fashioned  lire  ? 

H''/;r  mil  call  at  roar  local  aas  xhmcroom  for  ihe  amiccn-. 
Iiicimlliin  riclalls  of  Mr.  Thenn's  moiiey-.iurin/;  gas  lanff.i'. 

They're  ihe  H7r«n/',v  Open  Se.xanie  lo  easier  Ihiitf;  for  all. 


ill 


1 


*4M.7a2  ART  t*«l 


i 


I 

j To: 

* Subject: 


MEMORANDUM 


THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


.From:. 


f 


-Date: 


24M.7S2  ART  1^1 


To- 


Subject  fh  . 


MEMORANDUM 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 
From:.  7'^-  


'/ 
f /' 


Date:. 


7flfM  /idt  , 


o 4 


.7:^.  7,  / / 

//  ,-/  X,  y/.  / A /'-  t//.  ./  , 


A >?-A  X 

:>/x  7'7  A,,.  X / 

l.j/-~r  ts  ‘'•'  'Vx/  - ■'  X 

<^y  . '/7  ' 


^'7 


24M*7a2  ART  1-«1 


MEMORANDUM 


THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Tol 


_From:_ 


_Date:_ 


Subject 

M. 

CL- yC46-tc^  ^nilf  /)/c, 

rm^  cL-^^ii-  ^ ^/KnZd  /d'  tic  /dt.  /ddc‘  / // ' 


sX,i  y^‘-cX  CU^nfkc'  -m.-.y  A - 


■.yA  AMrA/A-  '-A— ^ ' —ir-*-''*" 


L<C«. 


/ 


ncu  ^ 

l-k 


, . ^ ,/,■  A -A 

'A  m / 

# ^ oy(  JAa/ucccc. 


■■(  .C-xcJ 

AaA  -Ai'rLiJiOA-  A- 


■ a-. 


UAai' 


•/c  - 


:tk  :oiA.An, 


Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 

NEW  YORK 

234  WEST  44th  STREET  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628 

June  22,  1961 


Hiss  Helen  Keller 

Mr.  Leo  Garel 

To: 

Mrs.  Hella  Henney 

Dr.  George  3.  Klwin 

From: 

Leah  Sallsbuiy 

Subject: 

THE  MIEACU!  WORKER 

Alas  - as  you  my  already  know  - the  play  closes  in  Hew  lork 
on  July  1st.  The  Chicago  company  also  closes  on  that  date  but 
will  reopen  July  28th  in  Central  City,  Colorado,  for  four  weeks 
and  then  continue  on  its  national  tour  - as  of  the  aoment,  it  is 
booked  through  March  26th. 


LS/b 

coiQibson 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS'  REPRESENTATIVES 


X4M.7M  ART  l*«l 


MEMORANDUM 


THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


To- 


_From;_ 


Subject: 


_Date:. 


//i.' 


A.  •* 


//•v'i. 


^ 't  '■  ■-  <- 


--;4 


V A ' 


I U /C 


/r^cLt! 


'-  • / 
/ ./ 


'■  ' - > tu  -<■ 


7->- 


.,  X 


/ ■/ , 

< . /«  '• 

X.  c/X 


X-  vXa 


...  -V. 


,/ 


7 ^'^UciUcj  / 

' 'Li  ^ -y- 


,/' 


■/x.y’n 


// 


£4M.7a2  ART  1-61 


MEMORANDUM 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


T^. 


Subject: 


_From:_ 


-Date: 


ttCA/ 


^ fSZ 


. ./7  _j-  ' ^/  ^ ~h  (^L- 


iUo . iX-WU/  tJu-iL  'jU>yl  • 


-iHi...  ^Uf}c4-  yyuyu'  % ^ ^ 

'■■  /j  i,ui  ^i^fYCida.^'xX-ij  jit-iSL 


\i.i-'X4y 
y 


24M-7S2  ART  I >6 1 


MEMORANDUM 


To- 


Subject: 


THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 
From: Date:- 


f / 

,<X‘ ■xyia.^'^  J^ji, 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Henney 

Foss  Mountain 


Snovrvllle,  New  Han^jshlre 


/^u  A^A->-'  ^ ^'V-£--^C^  -7 '•Zt-<r«  i?< 

_/ictu(-»t' /d-i-i  ■ //  -7/uAy  A 'Ah 

^.■<ccty.  .A  / ^ , 

.M<u-  ^7  /^d<^  ^ 

t 4 , 

zi*’!' -yt<^^iA<-<-^  ' 

J ,,  / : ..r/  ^ 


A"  -^/ 

■ ZZ/'.yy^A 

\a!'  -Sr?  Zki'cy^fA’‘'^‘*'^' 


Helen  Kelleb  ' 

Dear  WeJ.Xaj  Westport.  Connecticut 

In  response  to  your  recent  letter  T s™  l 7/18/61 

aU  IS  well  here  at  A,H.  Helen  is  Pn^  ^*^PPy  to  report  that 

also  her  family,  p h anr?  p ^ enjoying  good  health 

Mildred's  ZS^tev  frorA^tl^f  visiting  as  well^ 

N.Y.  all  the  |ast  werafSSe  "ave 
lorth.  Too  hot  for  Helen  - S 

0 he  month  we  e^qject  Ravia's  chi’lr)  ^ ®^d 

a day  or  two.  Helen  is  really  ^ grandchildren  for 

thxng,  thank  heavens i ^ ®njoying  everybody  and  every- 

is  fine  but  ninthpY*  -t « « -,  . , 

^e  high  humidity  bothers  her  ^ weather.  i think 

1 have  been  very  busv  w-i+i, 

of"  the  Sores  hSe  birthday  mail  and 

^ the  phoAel^  yo'^ 

able  3»r°'''’BfSSSS^frof  SiSSe^^^ 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers 


& MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  ~ MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 

9,  1961 


Dear  Helen: 


I hope  you'll  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  Spanish  rights 
for  TEACHER:  ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY  have  been  sold 
to  a Buenos  Aires,  Argentina  firm  named  Compania 
General  Fabril  Editora  for  an  advance  on  signature  of 
?150,  and  a royalty  of  7 1/2%.  lliey  will  publish  within 
the  next  twelve  months. 


Miss  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
R.  F.D. 

Westport 

KMcC:  bf 


1 hope  life  is  good  with  you. 


cc:  Mrs. 


24M>442  art  7-60 


To 


/f. 

Subject: 


" Y 


MEMORANDUM 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 
From:  ^ .,  Datet 

/ya 


•1^ 


. vP/  M 

/ / 


'a  7 ' / / //  ^ 


.',(,;Li-/'<A7(.<Iip 


-K 


,.-.4 


y-- 


, ^ ,rf}  ^ IJs^  ^ ^ ^<^'^^-'-^9 

.w  f Y 


24M-442  ART  7-60 


MEMORANDUM 


THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


To:. 


Subject: 


.From:. 


.DatCL 


zij- 


7' 


./T 


[l  'Tiitu  ^ ^ 


rt>Oe 

y -r"-  —Tf,  ■"'••^  •"“  /■“"  " 


/• 


y 


,A£^'0'9^'‘^^- 


y 


y^U'- 


/ ,/  ; j^ifi  ^ 


24M-442  ART  7-60 


MEMORANDUM 


THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


To:. 


Subject: 


-rrt 


-From;. 


7/^-L  T J‘- 


-Dateu 


Z-. 


c-C-  -<--t 


f 


:/«/ 


J, 


',7^. 


^r 


24M^42  ART  7-60 


MEMORANDUM 


THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Tol 


-From;. 


-Date- 


Subject: 


d (y.  ^ ^ .....  ayi  cdtudAi^--^ 


a 

a 


(UuJ^  &ctUd^  d>diHclJ  ^ ' 

TqC 


^0 


^T^- 


WO 


/rtV  .-^rpu^  ^ atyrYi^ ^ 

/ ^fF'  " 7 /.  y 


'"Ajkv  C/a^l 


■A  c>—7-c  ti 


^ Si.  S^du^ 


'i<d' 


t-'-ycA-AJ  f 


24M>442  ART  7*60 


MEMORANDUM 


THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


To:. 


_From:. 


-DatCL- 


Subject: 


■ZJ 


To: 

From: 


Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 

NEW  YORK 

234  WEST  44th  STREET  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628 


August  25,  1961. 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
Lois  Berman 


Subjea:  TijE  MIRACLE  WOPiCEE 

Our  notes  indicate  these  three  checks  are  to  go  to  you  - 
if  you  would  like  them  handled  any  other  way  just  let  me 

IxXiOW  » 


member  of  incorpora  IED  society  of  AU'IHORS’  REPRESHN  I'An  VES 


Seide 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 
15  WEST  16th  STREET 
NEW  YORK  11,  N.  Y. 


Mrs , J , K . Hermey 


Foss  Moimtain 

SncwTLLle,  New  Hampshire 


Sept.  S,  1961 

Dear  l^Jelia: 

Thank  you  for  the  (iiecks. 

Everyone  fine  here  at  A.R.,  especlaity  Helen.  Winnie 
and  the  cook  are  off  today  so  Helen  and  I had  a quiet 
luncheon  in  her  air-cooled  study. 

W„  have  had  a very  hot  and  humid  summer  so  you  folks  are 
lucky  to  be  where  the  days  are  cool  and  the  nights 


cooler 


mother  is  aillngi  Hcn^ever,  she  was  well  enough 
yesterday  to  take  her  to  rty  daughter's  home  for 
a late  dinner  after  v.  hich  we  sat  outdoors  In  her  nice 

cool  garden.  . . 

I just  posted  a nice  congratixiatory  letter  from  Helen 
to  K. Cornell  honoring  her  UOth  wedding  anniversary. 

I imagine  she  has  retired  from  the  stage. 


Helen  enjoys  yovir  letters  and  we  discuss  them  at  length 
when  something  you  have  written  amuses  her. 

Helen  was  invited  to  spend  a couple  of  weeks  at  Mildred's 


doctor's  summer  home  on  the  Gulf  of  Mex.  in  Ala.  dhe 
wanted  to  accept,  but  Mildred  could  not  make  it  so  the 
plans  had  to  be  cancelled. 

We  will  be  glad  to  see  you  when  you  return  from  N.H. 

Helen  and  the  folks  here^,join  me  in  sending  warm  g^et- 

i Affect. 

mgs  and  best  washes  to  you  and  Keith, 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


September  6,  1961 


Dear  Nella: 

I wonder  whether  it  would  annoy  you  to 
look  through  THE  THREE  LIVES  OF 
HELEN  KELLER,  which  is  a picture 
book  we  are  doing. 

We  want  to  be  sure  there  isn't  anything 
inaccurate  or  in  bad  taste  there.  Thanks. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs,  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City, 

Long  Island,  N.  Y. 

KMcCismb 
Enel,  ms. 


i 


( THIS  SIDE  OF  CARD  1^  ADDRESS  ) 


77''‘'^ ■ 

'i^t/vT/^^^  y!X-it' 


^Yt-t  <pcc<c- ' -^^-ryU/lJu^  ■^'-' 


tCLM^ 


-rrU  ^ -Tn 


,^(iC  ^’-^-.y  -^u4 

y^iC  J-ti-^‘(^ 


74/txz.  ^(tt-  / y ' • y y 

aL*i,  ' 

^ (U(/  luJitluy  . 


-/ 


f--  -:^^44f7^ 


»■'<  y 


Letter  dated  Sept.  18,  1961,  from  Ruth  Crone  concerning 
life  of  ASM  she  is  writing  with  Marion  I^Iarsh  (Mrs.  Gilbert 
S.)  Brown,  returned  to  Evelyn  Selde  Sept.  29,  2 days  after 
I received  it  from  her  asking  advice  abt.  how  to  ans.  it. 


24M.442  ART  7-60 


r ' ^ 

h >- 

^ ^ r ■^/ 

V /tf^  From:. 

Subject:  -7^ 


i 


To 


MEMORANDUM 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


<-/ 


^Date:_  7/7^^/y 


■'/■  / ij^  . ^/  J j ^ yLJci-  . 

K / ■ r-  A /'■*’■ 

y /.,y  ^ 


^ '7  ^ • , y ^ 

y -/  4/  / 


DT//  .^'’7 


*-^  ^-  ,--j^ 


A^yy 


?s:^  _ 


'Z-^s- 


c-  z/ 


V 

DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC.,  Publishers  > ^ 575  Madison  avenue,  new  york  22  - 

October  18th,  1961 


Dear  Helen: 

I hope  it  will  please  you  to  know  that  we  have 
sold  THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  to  Books 


MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-J500 


September  29,  1961 


Dear  Nella: 

Thanks  so  much  for  your  September  26th  letter 
and  those  very  good  critical  suggestions.  1 
am  flying  to  the  coast,  where  my  father  is 
gravely  ill,  but  I should  be  back  the  middle 
of  next  week  at  which  time.  I'll  take  them 
up  with  the  author.  you  may  be  sure  that  we 
won't  go  ahead  unless  all  these  matters  are 
carefully  taken  care  of. 


Yours , 


Ken  McCormick 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 


KMcCifo 


Hemphill,  Noyes  CSi^  Co. 

MEMBEA9  NEW  VOBK  STOCK  EXCHANOE 

8 Hanover  Street 

New  York  5.  N.  Y, 

HANOVER  2-4120 


October  1^,  1961 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snowville,  Nev.'  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 


Thank  you  very  much  for  sending  to  me  the  manuscript 
"The  Three  Lives  of  Helen  Keller"  and  the  memorandum  of  your  own. 

From  the  earlier  statement  of  the  author,  I assume  he 
and  the  publisher  intend  to  go  ahead  with  this  book  whether  or 
not  Helen  wishes  it  printed.  If  this  is  the  case,  it  is  my 
understanding  that  there  is  nothing  we  can  do  other  than  to  make 
it  as  correct  and  inoffensive  as  possible, 

Altliough  Helen  has  not  recently  been  asked  her  opinion 
concerning  it,  I am  quite  sure  that  she  would  prefer  not  to  have 
it  published.  I would  appreciate  it  if  you  would  check  with  Mr, 
McCormick,  whom  you  know  far  better  than  I,  to  see  if  Helen  can 
have  any  voice  in  this  matter. 

If  the  publisher  insists  on  going  ahead  even  if  Helen 
is  strongly  in  opposition,  I would  like  to  exert  every  pressure 
to  see  that  the  points  in  your  memorandum  and  any  others  you  may 
have,  are  incorporated  in  the  book.  I am  asking  you  to  take 
care  of  this  matter  for  me  and  for  the  Foundation.  I will  help 
wherever  you  feel  that  I can. 

Kindest  regards. 


J.  Noyes,  Jr./jp 


Hemphill,  Noyes  CSb  Co. 

MEMBERS  NEW  YORK  STOCK  EXCMANGE 

8 Hanover  Street 

New  York  5.  N Y 

HANOVER  2-4120 


October  18,  1961 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Snovvville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter  advising  that 
you  would  handle  "The  Three  Lives  of  Helen  Keller".  I know 
that  as  a result,  it  will  be  handled  better  than  it  could  be 
by  anybody  else. 


J.  Noyes,  Jr./jp 
Enclosure 


/ 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 


MURRAY  HILL  8-3300 


October  26,  1961 


Dear  Nella: 


Herewith  the  manuscript  and  a memo  from  Naomi 
Burton,  who  has  done  a most  loving  job  of  ed- 
iting to  make  sure  that  every  point  that  you 
made  in  your  excelient  memo  was  taken  care  of 
There  are  also  tliree  large  parcels  of  photo- 
gi-aphs.  Do  you  want  me  to  sena  those  to  New 
Hampshire?  If  you  do,  call  me  collect  and 
we'll  get  them  on  the  way. 

Very  best  to  you. 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 


KiMcCifo 
Enc . 


24M>442  ART  7-60 


MEMORANDUM 


■xo'—Lji^ i " 
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THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 

y , J Date: ////  Z. 


_From:. 


/ 


Au(a.u^  - y/  (^^3  ^yLUdi.. 

Cl 


}!g  (jO 


h 


24M-7Sa  ART  1-01 


MEMORANDUM 


To: Mrs.  Hftnney 

Subject: 


THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


From;  Mrs«  Lomax 


-Date: H**2— 6l 


I tried  to  telegraph  you  collect  as  you  suggested^:  but  the 
Western  Union  wouldn't  accept  it  without  a phone  number.  Since  Mrs, 
Scharoff  was  teaching  this  morning,  I decided  to  send  this  special 
delivery. 

One  volume  of  99  pages  will  be  quite  all  right.  Mrs,  Scharoff  is 
so  used  to  asking  for  only  7O-8O  pages  in  Braille  to  a volume,  that  she 
didn't  realize  that  we  do  have  the  large  size  binders  that  can  take  up 
to  100  pages  (or  even  a few  more)  of  typing  paper.  For  text  books,  we 
do  prefer  the  7O-8O  pages,  but  for  supplementary  reading  it  is  permissible 
to  have  more  pages. 

Thank  you  for  your  help. 


i 


/ 


/ 


t>4\ 


PR.  2S03  4 . 


f;",  u ! j Gt/v“^  /'(U'&ST)g^  S&aiorA  "E!el4 

b 3(M/A  ro<5i=:rH, 

uw  ^ ^ ^ ^ 


Our  Lady  of  The  Good  Harvest 
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/y>'-<'Xjz_ 


(>vv' 


t>\  T/v?  OJ^c^^-T^ 

tC^ 
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ft  .'<M 


w'-W'.r-i't  va ->o 
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a4M-7M  ART  1-ei 


MEMORANDUM 


the  industrial  home  for  the  blind 


o .u.  “ -ri. 
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¥ 


■Date- 


Subjecu  i — 

¥-;L  % dr 
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r / 
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782  ART  1*61 


ibjecD 


'Pvt'-ii 


MEMORANDUM 

THE  INDUSTRIAL  HOME  FOR  THE  BLIND 


■From:. 


■Date:^ 
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November  14,  1961 


Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 

6 HANOVER  STREET 
NEW  YORK  5,  N.  Y. 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

I am  sure  you  are  anxious  to  have  a current 
report  on  Helen's  condition.  I am  enclosing,  therefore, 
copy  of  Dr.  Chick's  report  and  a copy  of  a letter  from 
im  Adams  to  me. 

I am  sorry  that  the  nev.s  is  not  better,  but  am 
confident  that  Helen  is  both  happy  and  v<ell  cared  for. 


JNjr/jp 

Enclosures 


FORRIS  BEECHAM  CHICK.  M.  D. 
CHARLES  LEWIS  MURDOCK.  M D. 
267  S^RT  HILL  ROAD.  EASTON.  CONN 
Rhomk  Eo<son  9-7287 


November  6,  I96I 


Mrs.  Evelyn  Selde 
c/o  Helen  Keller 
Arcan  Ridge 
Saston^  Connecticut 

Dear  Mrs.  Seide: 


mss  Keller  has  been  home  from  the  hosnltal  for  approxi- 


mately one  week  and  I thoui^t  it  advisable  to  inform  you  of  her  general 
condition. 


I had  Drs,  Paget  and  Bayllss  see  her  and  they  both  concur 


with  1^  feelings  that  she  had  suffered  a mild  stroke  apnroxiinately  one 
month  ago.  This  has  left  her  with  a slight  mental  confusion  at  times  but 
no  outward  evidence  of  paralysis. 


It  is  my  opinion  that  Miss  Keller  has  reached  a stage  in 


her  life  where  she  will  have  to  completely  retire  from  public  apoearances 
and  from  here  on  will  have  to  be  cared  for  with  round-the-clock  nursing 
service.  She  is  not  now,  and  probably  never  will  be,  capable  of  taking 
long  trips  or  attending  benefits.  I suppose  we  must  all  realize  that 
Miss  Helen  is  8l  vears  of  age  and  old  age  comes  to  all  of  us.  We  all 
realize  what  a great  service  she  has  done  in  the  past  and  now  I believe 
it  la  time  that  she  be  retired.  Her  condition  is  static  and  I cannot 
offer  much  hope  for  further  improvement.  I thit*  we  can  he  glad  that 
she  seems  content  and  is  in  no  obvlotis  distress. 

If  you  have  ary  further  questions  about  this  matter,  please 
do  not  hesitate  to  contact  me. 


FoPris  B.  Chick,  M.D 


44-  Wai.l  Stkfkt 
Nkw  Y019K  5.  N Y 


NoveiBber  13,  1961 


Mr.  J«.naen  Noyes,  Jr. 
c/o  Hemphill,  Noyes  4 Co. 
8 HanoTer  Street 
New  Toric,  New  York 

Dear  Jan: 


I rislted  Helen  on  Saturday  afternoon,  November  11th,  and 
found  her  in  quite  cheerful  frame  of  mind  although  much  older  looking 
tlMn  she  appeared  Just  a month  ago  when  she  came  to  our  house  in  Green- 
wioh  for  luncheon.  On  that  day  we  had  Mr.  Pettengill,  the  lawyer  who 
drew  her  will,  present,  since  Helen  wanted  to  read  and  review  her  will. 
She  read  it  aloud  clearly  and  discussed  one  or  two  matters  concerning 
it,-  stated  that  she  was  perfacUy  satisfied  with  the  will  and  wanted 
no  changes  made. 

She  had  one  small  cocktail  and,  as  we  ware  going  in  to  lunch 
through  the  hallway  toward  the  dining  room,  she  said,  »I  feel  funny.* 
Mrs.  Corballey  had  her  sit  down  on  a bench  for  a few  minutes;  then  she 
ms  apparently  all  right,  went  to  the  end  of  the  dining  room  and  seemed 
to  enjoy  a hearty  lunch. 

We  had  noticed  when  she  got  out  of  the  car  tnat  her  legs 
seamed  a little  infirm.  Soon  after  lunch  Mrs.  Corballey  drove  Helen 
home.  As  soon  as  Dr.  Chick  examined  her  ha  immediately  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  she  had  S'jffered  a slight  stroke  and  needed  to  be  in 
Bridgeport  Hospital  for  tests. 

I am  attaching  a letter  which  Dr.  Chick  lias  written  to  Mrs. 
Seide  and  which  arrived  on  FVlday,  November  lOtb.  The  letter  outlines 
Helen  a co^iUon  and  I think  is  quite  accurate  in  its  diagnosis,  Drs. 
raget  and  Bayliss,  who  are  mentioned,  are  neurologists  who  also  were 
consulted  in  Polly's  lUness.  Helen  was  also  treated  by  Dr,  Martin,  the 
urologist,  who  nes  been  consulted  before  concerning  her  problems  in 
urology.  This  condition  is  evidently  much  better. 

Helen  has  around-the-clock  nursing  care.  An  excellent  practi- 
^1  nurse  is  on  duty  from  seven  p.m.  to  seven  a.m.  each  day.  Mrs.  Cor- 
cwLUey  is  on  the  remainder  of  the  day  schedule  and  most  of  the  time 
remains  at  the  house  at  night.  The  cook,  Marlon,  and  Nan  the  maid  are 
also  experienced  as  practical  nurses,  so  that  there  is  no  problem  of 
oeien  B lacking  nursing  care  at  any  time.  All  of  these  devoted  and 
competent  women  are  able  to  communicate  with  Helen  quite  adequately 
through  the  hand  language. 


II. 


Mrs.  CorUllay  and  Mr«.  Said,  keep  Helen  oc«Jupled  by  readin. 
her  n.«paper*  and  proriding  Braille  coplee  of  magaaiM  article. 
hookui  and  letters  which  interest  her.  articles,  and 


When  I tfBB  there  Saturday  she  was  reading  and  discussins 
quite  nornally  a letter  fro*  the  Secretary  of  the  Mayo  Clinic  She 
asked  .bout  my  fa.ily  bjxI  especially  our  granddaughUr.  Helen's 
tite  is  pod  and  she  enjoys  Marion's  excellent  cooking.  However  *v' 
general  Inpr.s.ion  is  that  she  has  aged  greatly  during  the  past  *^th 


appe- 


Fro*  tl»e  to  ti*e  she  seems  to  feel  that  she  is  living  back 
In  the  period  with  tne  Teacher  and  John  Nacy,  but  other  than  this  I 
thought  her  mind  seeaed  quite  clear  and  normal,  although  certainlv 
slower  than  usual.  ^ 


^ fortunate  in  having  Mrs.  Seide,  wt>o  does  a 

wndpful  Job  as  general  manager,  and  the  other  Berabers  of  the  staff 
who  lore  Helen  and  are  dedicated  to  her  care  and  comfort. 


Dr, 

If  needed. 


Chick  and  the  specialists  in  Bridgeport  are  quite  close  by 


n.  , «•  ? 8«nding  a copy  of  tnis  letter  and  Dr.  Chick's  letter  to 

Dick  Migel.  You  nay  wish  to  send  copies  to  Helen's  brother  and  sister 
pd  the  members  of  the  Advisory  Conunittee.  I would  suggest  that  Dr. 
Chick's  latter  be  finally  sent  to  Mrs.  Seide  so  that  the  file  on  Helen's 
conditioo  may  be  coaplate. 


Witn  war*  regards, 


Sincerely  yours, 


James  S. 


Adams 
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DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE.  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


November  27th,  1961 


Dear  Nella: 

Enclosed  is  a letter  from  Harcourt  Brace 
which  is  self-explanatory. 

I doubt  if  you  have  any  objection  of  their 
using  the  picture.  Do  you  by  any  chance 
have  a print? 

Best  wishes. 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City 
Long  Island,  N.  Y. 


Ken  McCormick 


KMcC:smb 

Enel. 


DOUBLEDAY  & COMPANY,  INC., 


575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22 
MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


December  8th,  1961. 


Dear  Nella: 

I have  a feeling  I have  never  properly  acknow- 
leged  your  letter  of  November  4th.  At  least 
let  me  express  my  appreciation  for  all  the 
work  you  did  on  the  manuscript  which  Miss 
Burton  so  patiently  edited  and  worked  on  in 
response  to  your  inspired  criticism. 

Thank  you  more  than  1 can  say  for  your  help- 
ful cooperation. 

Very  best  to  you. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City 
Long  Island 
New  York 


KMcC;smb 


Mr,  Jansen  Noyes,  Jr,  Page  2 April  9,  i960 

nor  Borden  Mace  and  the  Louis  de  Rochemont  Associates,  who 
at  the  time  the  picture  won  the  Academy  Award,  were  per- 
suaded in  spite  of  their  better  judgment,  to  handle  the 
distribution  of  the  film  and  have  done  so  for  the  st  four 
years  without  compensation.  Nor  do  I include  Robert 

Barnett  and  Eric  Boulter  and  the  officers  of  the  Foundations 
they  direct  who,  with  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
and  the  American  Foundation  for  Overseas  Blind,  contributed 
time  and  money  to  Insure  that  this  document  should  be  pro- 
perly and  truly  recorded.  Everyone  above,  named  or  unnamed 
paid  or  unpaid,  has  given  something  of  himself  in  his  desire 
to  bring  this  picture  to  the  highest  possible  peak  of  per- 
fection. 

It  would  be  impossible  at  this  moment  to  consult  with  them 
all  as  to  the  future  disposition  of  the  film  for  which  they 
so  proudly  and  humbly  worked.  But  each  one  of  them  was  pro- 
pelled into  extra  - even  extraordinary  - effort  and 
contribution  by  the  assurance  from  me,  as  producer,  that  this 
was  a labor  of  love,  and  except  for  those  who  must  of  economic 
necessity  be  paid,  the  rest  were  giving  their  services  as 
their  contribution  to  a "Specially  Created  Helen  Keller  Fund 
for  the  Deaf-Blind  of  the  World,"  It  was  in  this  knowledge 
and  in  this  spirit  that  the  film  was  possible  of  production, 
and  I,  as  one-time  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Distribution, 
have  a moral  and  aesthetic  as  well  as  legal  responsibility 
that  this  spirit  be  preserved, 

I have  therefore  consulted  with  three  of  the  so-called  creators, 
namely  Miss  Cornell,  Mrs,  Henney,  and  Dr,  Levy,  I have  no 
doubt  that  their  judgment  will  be  accepted  by  Miss  Swarthout, 
and  by  Miss  Graham  and  Mrs,  de  Rothschild  who  are  currently 
too  involved  in  rehearsals  to  be  troubled  with  this  problem. 

Dr,  LsAry  speaks  for  himself  and  his  wife  who  tragically  died 
eight  days  before  Polly  Thomson, 

It  is  our  considered  judgment  that  this  film  which  came  into 
being  by  our  combined  talents,  money,  love,-''A"esthetlc  inte- 
grlty,  and  which  we  turned  over  as  a voluntary  gift  to  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  the  American  Foundation 
for  Overseas  Blind,  should  be  looked  upon  and  utilized  by  its 
present  owners  and  distributors  as  an  entity,  - no  part  or 
parts  of  which  may  be  changed  in  substance  - plctorlally, 
editorially,  or  musically,  except  by  its  creators;  that  should 
it,  for  special  showings,  require  cutting,  such  cutting  shall 
be  carefully  edited  to  preserve  an  Intelligent,  artistic,  and 
euphonious  continuity  of  picture,  narration,  and  musical  back- 
ground; that  its  opening  credits  and  its  closing  credits  and 
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copyright  should  at  all  times  be  retained,  and  that  there 
should  never  be  any  additional  material  of  any  kind  whatso- 
ever interpolated  into  the  body  of  this  motion  picture, 
unless  by  special  permission  of  its  creators. 

In  light  of  this  judgment,  it  would  seem  Improbable  that  Mr, 
Wol'per  or  any  other  Individual  producer  of  documentary  films 
would  be  interested  in  handling  our  film  to  which  he  could 
contribute  nothing  of  his  own,  and  for  which  he  could  not 
claim  or  receive  producing  presentation,  or  script  credit. 

At  our  April  7 meeting  it  was  agreed  that  I should  write  a 
letter  to  you  outlining  the  possibilities  open  to  Mr,  Wolper 
in  handling  our  film  for  a "Television  Spectacular",  which 
he  in  his  letter  of  March  28  to  Martin  Maloney  proposed 
(see  Paragraph  1 of  Wolper 's  letter),  and  which  Martin  Ma- 
loney in  his  letter  of  March  28  to  Robert  Barnett  reiterated 
(see  Paragraph  1 of  Maloney's  letter).  In  neither  of  these 
letters.  Incidentally,  was  any  mention  made  of  "non-network" 
showings  of  Wolper *s  so-called  version  of  our  film,  nor  was 
any  mention  made  of  repeated  showings  on  individual  televi- 
sion stations  here  and  abroad  for  a period  of  four  years, 

I am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me  that  desirable  as  a "Tele- 
vision Spectacular"  would  be,  we  cannot  in  all  fairness 
expect  Mr,  Wolper  to  handle  it  on  our  terms.  However,  as  I 
telegraphed  you  on  March  31>  Miss  Cornell  and  I will  work 
with  the  Foundations  and  the  de  Rochemont  Associates  to  pro- 
mote a topflight  television  showing  in  this  country  and 
abroad  of  HELEN  KELLER  IN  HER  STORY  in  honor  of  Miss  Keller's 
80th  birthday.  To  this  end,  I have  taken  the  liberty  of  put- 
ting out  "feelers"  in  high  television  places,  that  may  result 
in  something  even  more  spectacular  than  we  at  first  discussed, 
I will  give  you  a progress  report  as  soon  as  possible. 

Sincerely, 


(signed)  Nancy  Hamilton 


NH:bs 

cc;  Miss  Katharine  Cornell 

Mrs,  Nella  Braddy  Henney>/ 
Dr.  David  M.  Levy 
Miss  Martha  Graham 
Mrs,  Bethsabee  de  Rothschild 


Nancy  Hamilton 
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Kew  York, 22,  r.Y. 


'r*  i'red  Coe 
>1  lyhoueo  90  Office 
CEj^  Television  City 
Hollywood,  Cnl. 


April  9,19CO 


i)enr  v'r.  Coe, 

k/ill  Gibson,  Hells  henney  and  I were  w#»«f  i 

SC.U  „/:l  :o:a“l 

By  way  of  identification  1 • hould  <-«n 

K-U-fg®  IW  Hm  STO  Y tbe  full  i a ^ ^ ^ Produced  HSLiM 

, tile  full-length  docujaentarv  f 1 in  hVso-i- 
Acadamy  Award  in  19'>6  and  nr  r ^ 

m.  «K.ci,.  loro.^ 

As  an  investor  in  jou"^  olav  nna 

your  for  hco."irK  -ovle  r ^ anticipator  of 

C,B.  Of  boL  blT  r J-paMlze  the  »m  suc- 

OibBon,  he  thourht  hIa*’Mrinraw^rrdT"  ^ “> 

ror  coaelderation. 

80th  is  dulfar*-  °L°  Of  «0h  Keller's 

evehih^  hour  or^’h:.:^:^:;.":  rL:r:r:rh“r:  “ 

Xi?:,rrr  -- 

Tftl  phone  Com  pa  Alexander  Grahaa  Bell 

2)  ^ - 

~earll  ^arnegie  was  also  one  of  her 

earliest  and  wo  t generous  p trons. 

i^echlne.,-  Phowas  »ataon  was  an- 
other clone  friend  and  patron, 

r'"-^  -f»o  !-><ll.«  ilone  Journal' 

aa-^gof^^fo  oroedo  stlhff  hTobem  - „ho  rir.b  tolevioed 
the  *>c,„ent„ry  l„  1955.  es  . publlo  servloe.  end 

Zl,T  T inflrdte  hudoo  Por  ,0  doln,  . end  I need 
hardly  reniad  you  they  televised "-. 


2. 


Ution  to  Holaii  ^ ^’oc- 

i«  ot  .t«i,  t.l.phoB„  ,«  ij»,.  r,chi^  . ? ““  Slor' 

to  ^ <=®  »lgOt  fiM  ts 

‘•••r,  or  doBOBotrat.  tt*  po„,  , ^ mIoMob  to  th. 

4««f  OBd  tB.  bUrd.  »ll>ratioB  In  rol.non  to  th. 

^®T  tbo  aboiff  Itftaifi. 

SB  ^fdifrO  {oy  hiy  l1i-\  na 

^ oi*  -•reaottiea  and 

* ®411tngncsii  to  partislpoto.  **®*’^*"*l'>“t  rxfraaoad 

2a  ■feho  fly, at  soctioa*  a r^tw  ^t- 
•C*  and  aiao  Cornali,  toAlinr  of  ^traon  to  peraon  botaaon 

•Bd  or  bar  daatre  (Bating  boot  ,«  4.  ^’’'**•*^1’  «4tl>  *laa  baUor, 

SnUtTan  in  tba  »artao-iio»  tha  bo«  J««ra)  to  ^Xxj  aaaia 

Mio  Otor,  laokod  on,  droBa^  tk  ' tSought  Ktban  teat 

«««.  raraion.  Introdl'tiL  'If*’'*  ""  ««“  «» 

*•»  « thro,  any  po„p,  ,, 

^ thyrta  ae.,|nyBi  MT&inr  > 

asLt^;  .■Br-Uii  ly  Zr  "ZZ  n-ot.™. 

<«  or  lb  ““““  ^ «««i7 

taka.  o^of'S^’  TuT"''^  iBOTl^abla  ,ua.tion  or  «o 

««ult.r.  ZZ\7Z,ZT"'^r  ^ate.l^.tt.^0 

««  atarr.  *ad/3r  ouiak  »„„„  !!  * 

ylatar  ® PobioB  intarrtawa  »lth  £taa 

ivy  Or,:  ®^!rx«l,r  ■ I’birSt  '’®"'*’^  "* 

*«4  obart  intarWa,  rttb  «t»..T  ^ •”«"»• 

^ KTaiaiti»hii»op^Ti  la  t«xmI * brother,  fala  »ixa. 


3. 

than  introduoas  brief  shots  of  other  faaoue 
Oeto;-:cnvrl  ns  of  tho  vrorld  (Churchill,  Br.rueh,  Krelcler, 
Aden;!xuer,  Aic  Arthur,  ,(/id.y  as  lor.  JJnughaa,  Maticeo  to  naae 
a few,  and  there  aust  ho  pictxiresque  octoeonarlans  in  India, 
Japan,  South  Africa,  Israel,  Auatralia  etc,  liach  proffering 
a walcone  to  tha  eighties  to  Miss  dialler. 

ioosible  cloalng  j^ontasyp  of  rehabilitated  handicaored 
yorherr.  in  all  parts  of  the  world  who  hawe  been  helped  b»ek  to 
useful  livea  through  the  efforts  of  Jtelen  Ke’ler,  Annie  Sulli- 
van  ana  folly  XhOiaT on- (there  might  even  be  some  rehabilitated 
workers  aaong  the  group  of  sponsoring  corapanias).  Superiapose 
on  those  shots  a shot  of  dvlen  Keller  as  she  looks  today  cm 
her  80th  birthday,  or  the  lowwly  statue  of  the  thr^'e  wonen 
that  standa  on  a hill  in  J.^pan, 


This  is  a sprawling, untidy  (typed  self)  sat  of  notes, 

Aa  the  saying  goes,  1 isould  have  written  less  had  1 had  more 
tiae.  But  out  of  these  auggeotlons,  with  your  most  urgently 
needed  assist >nce,  night  come  an  exciting  program,  Sfy  cc-workers 
and  I made  a fine  docuaentary,  you  and  yours  made  a great  tale- 
vision  show  and  an  over  whs  lHil.ng  etags  play.  Together  we  ought 
to  be  able  to  contrive  a sparkling  and  ringing  tribute  to 
Helen  k^xier,  I hope  you  will  think  so,  and  that  you  can  find 
the  tine,  in  spite  of  your  overloaded  sehedtila,  to  produce  it, 

4ith  adoiration  and  best  wishes  always, 

Blnocrely, 

Kancy  kcfsil t.  on 

Copies  to  Will  aibaon,  Stookbridga^  «ase. 

Arthur  Penn,  2 West  6?  St.  »YC 

Hells  -<raddy  iienney,  lOd  5th  St.  Garden  City, L. I. 
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INCORPORATING  THE  WESTERN  REVIEW 


November  3,  1959 


rrs.  Kella  Braddy  Henney 
Foss  I'ountaih 
Snowville,  N.H. 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

Please  forgive  my  delay  in  replying  to  your  letter  of  Sept.  18, 
explaining  why  Miss  Keller  will  be  unable  at  present  to  write 
something  for  us. 

I do  want  you  to  know  how  much  I appreciate  your  kind  letter, 
and  hope  you  will  have  the  opportunity  to  relay  my  kindest 
regards  and  best  wishes,  as  alw^tys,  to  Miss  Keller  and 
Miss  Polly  Thomson. 


Sincerely, 


Ed  Stone 
Assoc.  Editor 


Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS’  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE:  LEASALIS.  NEW  YORK 


Dear  Mrs,  Henney: 

Mrs,  Salisbury  has  asked  me  to  send  along 
the  enclosed  portions  of  Sunday’s  Pliilly 
papers  which  vje’re  sure  you'll  enjoy. 


Mrs,  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  Hew  Hampshire 

ps 

Sncs  , 


September  21,  1959 


Best  regards. 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS'  REPRESENTATIVES 


^reptember  21,  1959 


*'rs.  ''ellfi  Henney 
Foss  ”ounteln 
Fnowville,  Tlew  Hampshirs 

Dear  '.'rs  . Henney: 

I thought  you  would  be  interested  in  seeing  another  fine 
review  on  the  show  from  Philadelphia. 


JH/eb 
Enc ; 


JOPEPH  H^PRTP 


Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


• BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS’  • 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628 


representative 

• CABLE;  LEASALIS,  NEW  YORK 


September  2b.,  1959 


Dear  Nella  Henney; 


I received  a can from  Mr.  Joe  Marks  at  Doubleday  on  Tuesday 
instructing  me  to  sent  to  Doubleday  all  sums  payable  ^ 

Hellen  Keller  and  you  and  others  under  the  contract  with 
dated  October  31,  1956  and  that  they  »ould  th?n  SLct 
and  send  along  ^rhe  balance  to  the  proper  party,  ^ ^ 

As  I told  Joe  Marks,  I shall  be  pleased  to  set  up  any  routine  re 
the  payment  from  "^e  Miracle  :,Uorker"  which  carries  Lt  your  w^hes 
nd  instructions,  but  since  I have  been  previously  Instructed  to 

another  manner,  i.e.  on  the  10?J  from  the 
television  deal,  in  accordance  with  the  contract,  we  drew  a check 
to  the  order  of  the  American  Foundation  For  The  Blind  which  we 
oent  to  you  personally  and  subsequently  on  the  book  publication 
in  accordance  with  'Vllliam  Gibson's  letter  to  you  of  Jul^'-  9 1997 

increasing  the  pe rcentage  to  l^fo,  we  sent  three  separate  checks  to 
you  each  for  51:  one  for  Helen  Keller,  one  for  you?  and  oSe  fS 
the  American  Foundation  For  The  Blind,  I will  nLd  revised 
instructions  from  you.  I think  it  would  be  best  - and  as  a matter 

^ instructions  with  the 

^ ^ulld  - for  you  to  write  me  in  duplicate  - signing  both 

to  payment  of  all  sums  which  will  accrue 

to  Helen  Keller,  yourself  and/or  anyone  else  Involved  in  the 
contracts . 


I am  sure  you  need  no  further  assurance  that  vie 
to  cooperate  in  every  vjay. 


are  only  too  happy 


All  the  word  from  Philadelphia  is  almost  f righteningly  good  - but 

qualms.  Tonight  I am  taking  Ingrid  Bergman  and 
her  husband  Lars  Schmidt  down  to  see  a performance  - I had  written 
them  pre'/iously  that  she  should  play  it  in  Paris  . 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville  , New  Ha’'.ipshire 

LS/ps 


Best  Regards 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED 


SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS'  REPRESENTATIVES 
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575  MADISON  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK  22  -MURRAY  HILL  8-5300 


October  5,  1959 


Dear  Nella: 

Our  phone  conversation  of  this  morning  was  very  help- 
ful in  helping  me  to  recall  the  circumstances  under 
which  1 signed  a contract  in  connection  with  THE 
MIRACLE  WORKER.  As  a gesture  of  politeness,  pure- 
ly, Leah  Stdisbury  sent  the  contract  to  me  and  I 
signed  at  the  bottom:  "In  so  far  as  our  interests  are 
involved"^,Xgreed  at  that  time,  verbally,  that  we 
had  no  equity  in  the  property. 

I have  called  Joe  Marks  in  London  and  pointed  out 
that  as  an  officer  of  the  company  I had  made  this 
statement  and  that  I wish  to  stand  by  it.  This  letter 
constitutes  a written  understanding  that  we  do  not 
have  any  equity  in  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  and 
that  monies  from  the  play  should  not  pass  through 
this  office,  but  directly  to  you  and  Helen  Keller. 

I can't  say  how  sorry  I am  that  there  was  any  con- 
fusion about  this  at  all.  Now  it  is  clarified. 

Best  personal  wishes. 


KMcC:fs 

Miss  Nella  Braddy  Heimey 
111  Fifth  Avenue 
Garden  City 
Long  Island 
New  York 


Sincerely, 


Editor  in  Chief 


Leah  Salisbury, 


Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS'  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE;  LEASALIS,  NEW  YORK 

October  5 , 1959 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

Mrs.  Salisbury  came  back  from  the  Boston  opening  of  THE 
MIRACLE  WORKER  so  full  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  we  are 
all  hoping  that  when  you  get  back  to  Garden  City  you  will  find 
time  to  come  in  to  the  city  - and  to  our  office  - so  that  we 
too  can  share  tha.t  pleasure. 

We  have  checked  back  on  the  way  in  which  the  Dramatists  Guild 
distributed  the  ^500.  advance  received  from  Fred  Coe  and  find 
that  the  256  deduction  was  not  made.  This  means  that  it  was  in- 
cluded with  the  check  sent  directly  to  Mr.  Gibson's  accountant, 
David  Cogan.  Mr.  Cogan  is  aware  of  this  fact  and  as  soon  as 
we  learn  from  you  to  whom  your  checks  are  to  be  sent  (Doubleday?) 
the  matter  will  be  taken  care  of. 

Cordially, 

i 

Mrs.  Nella  Henney  u -i  ^ 

Foss  Mountain 
•Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
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MEMBER  OF 


INCORPORATED 


SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS’  REPRESENTATIVES 
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Colton,  Gallantz  & Fernbach 


COUNSELLORS  AT  LAW 


EDWARD  E.  COLTON 
GEORGE  G.  GALLANTZ 
JOHN  R,  FERNBACH 

JUSTIN  A.  MENUS 
LILLIAN  KALTMAN 


7A5  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  22,  N.  Y. 

PLAZA  9-1130 

CABLE  ADDRESS:  EDECOLT  NEWYORK 

October  9th,  1959 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy 
Snowvllle,  Nev;  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs . Braddy : 

As  you  knoWj  I am  the  attorney  for  William  Gibson 
and  Fred  Coe  as  vfell  as  for  the  corporation  to  be  formed  by 
them  and  Arthur  Penn,  to  produce  the  motion  picture  version 
of  "Miracle  Worker".  I assume  that  you  are  aware  that  v;e 
have  made  a motion  picture  deal  for  "Miracle  Worker". 

Under  the  agreement  dated  October  31^  1958,> 
that  you  and  Miss  Keller  made  v/lth  Mr.  Gibson,  upon  the 
sale  of  the  motion  picture  rights  of  the  Play  there  would 
be  granted  by  you  and  Miss  Keller  the  corresponding  rights 
in  the  respective  books  written  by  you  and  Miss  Keller. 

It  Is  also  provided  In  said  agreement  that  your  grant  of  the 
motion  picture  rights  vfould  be  subject  to  the  continued 
presentation  of  the  film  "Deliverance  and  Helen  Keller  in 
Her  Story"  by  Nancy  Hamilton.  Do  you  have  a copy  of  the 
agreement  pursuant  to  which  this  motion  picture  was  made, 
and,  if  not,  could  you  procure  a copy  thereof  for  me? 

It  Is  essential  that  we  have  a copy  of  this  agreement  to 
show  just  what  rights  are  outstanding. 

While  the  agreem.ent  of  October  31  j 1958  with 
Mr.  Gibson  made  the  motion  picture  rights  subject  to  any 
other  films  previously  authorized  by  you  or  Miss  Keller, 
the  language  of  the  contract  indicates  that  "Deliverance 
and  Helen  Keller  In  Her  Story"  Is  the  only  motion  picture 
that  had  actually  been  made  or  authorized  to  be  made.  Is 
this  correct? 


Since  we  are  anxious  to  consummate  our  motion 
picture  deal  as  promptly  as  possible,  your  prompt  response 
will  be  greatly  appreciated. 

In  the  next  few  days  I will  be  sending  you 


LTON,  Gallantz  5«  Fernbach 


copies  of  the  proposed  agreement  that  will  have  to  be 
signed  by  you,  your  husband,  and  Miss  Keller.  They 
have  been  prepared  and  have  been  submitted  to  United 
Artists  Corporation  (the  company  financing  the  making 
of  the  motion  picture),  for  their  approval,  and  I am 
quite  sure  that  they  will  also  be  acceptable  to  you. 
Miss  Keller,  and  your  husband. 

Didn't  Bill  write  a wonderful  Play? 

I am  sure  It  will  win  all  the  awards  and 
audiences  for  a long  time  to  come. 

Sincerely, 


will  thrill 
/ 


EEC:k 


I 
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PHONE: 


PIONEER  6*7800 


jerome'soharoff 

CouNSE^R  AT  Law 
288  OLD  CoijNTRY  ROAD 
MlNEOLA.  L.  I..  N.  Y. 
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Dearest  Sister, 

I have  read  Leah  Salisbury's  letter  over  and 
again  " for  my  pleasure",  and  I’m  thinking  It  Is  time  you  had 
It  back. 

On  Sunday  night,  I was  alerted  to  listen  to  Mitch  Miller 
with  an  hour-long  Interview  with  Bill  Gibson,  Arthur  Penn, 
Fred  Coeriprln  Catcher,  Patricia  Neal,  and  Anne  Bancroft. 

I liked  the  trio  Gibson,  Penn  , and  Coe  extravagantly taaxx 

each  and  all.  This  must  be  a rare  and  wonderful  and  a 
once-in-some-lifetimes  experience  in  the  theatre. 

And  thanks  for  malting  me  a piece  of  an  angel.  You  have 
cut  ±e  in  on  many  exciting  experiences,  and  this  one  has 
a special  quality.  It  makes  me  close  to  the  play  as  I would 
want  to  be  to  anything  that  Is  so  much  a part  of  you. 

I'm  waiting  eagerly  for  the  report  from  Boston. 

^"iy  love. 


W»mo  f.on. 

Leah  Salisbury 
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Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS’  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE;  LEASALIS.  NEW  YORK 


Mrs.  Salisbury  receired  an  unsigned  copy  of 
Ken  McCormick's  letter  to  you  of  October  5th 
re  monies  from  THE  TilPACLE  WORKER  last  week. 
However,  as  this  is  such  an  important  document 
we  feel  we  should  have  a signed  copy;  therefore 
we  shall  greatly  appreciate  if  you  will  send 
us  the  signed  letter  you  received  so  that  we 
can  make  photostat  copies.  We  will  of  course 
return  your  letter  to  you  pronto. 

Many  thanks . 


October  13,  1959 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 


Re;  THE  TCCHACLE  WORKER 


Sincerely, 


Mrs.  Nella  B.  Henney 
Ross  Mountain 
Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 


ps 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS’  REPRESENTATIVES 


Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  ' WRITERS’  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE;  LEASALIS,  NEW  YORK 

October  16,  1959 


Re;  TH£  MIRACLE  WORKER 
Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

We  will  be  glad  to  follow  the  instructions  you 
sent  us  in  your  letter  of  October  8th  - sending 
Miss  Keller's  money  direct  to  her  and  yours  to 
you.  Would  you  please  however,  let  us  know  in 
exactly  what  proportion  your  joint  share  is  to 
be  divided! 


Mrs.  Nell a Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville, 

New  Hampshire 

LB:jj 


Cordially, 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS’  REPRESENTATIVES 


Is>c} 


Mrs.  B.  Tappen  Fairchild 

SHIPS  TIMBERS 

COLD  SPRING  HARBOR.  L.  I. 
MYRTLE  2 6845,  N.  Y. 
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JANSEN  NOYES,  Jr.,  President 


"GEORGE  F.  MEYER,  Vice-President 


*M.  C.  MIGEL,  Chairman,  Bpard  of  Trijstees 

EUSTACE  SELIGMAN,  Secretary  J,  P.  MORGAN,  II,  Treasurer 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  Inc. 

15  WEST  16TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  1 1 , N.  Y.  • WATKINS  4-0420 
CABLE  ADDRESS:  FOUNDATION,  NEW  YORK 

HON.  DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER,  Honorary  President 


•M.  ROBERT  BARNETT 
Executive  Director 


•HELEN  A.  KELLER,  L.H.D.,  LL.D. 

Counselor,  Bureau  of  National  and  International  Relations 


October  20,  195? 


Mrs.  J.  K.  Hennay 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Han^shire 


Dear  Mrs.  Henn^; 


Mrs.  Seide  has  asked  me  to  send  you  a list  of  the 
preferred  days  on  which  the  girls  in  the  household  would 
like  to  see  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER.  They  are  as  follows: 


Marion  Leavy.. 
Helen  Notman. . 
W.A.  Corbally. 
Lurana  Herlihy 


Wednesday  evening  j- 
*:gjidal»y-  evening 
Wednesday  evening 
Saturday  evening 


I am  enclosing  the  clippings  re:  THE  TTIRacLE  WORKER 
from  the  morning  papers.  Will  send  the  clippings  from  the 
evening  papers  tomorrow.  Am  also  enclosing  an  article  from 
THIS  WEEK,  which  you  may  have  already  seen. 


With  all  good  wishes. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Lurana  Herlihy  / 
Secretary  to  Mrs.  Seide 


Blind 

Dfcratfd 


Please  see  reverse  side 


e mo  from 

Leah  Salisbur 


10/20/59 


Nella  dear: 

I wish  you  had  been  in  the 
theatre  last  night  - it  was 
superbly  wonderful  - 19 
curtain  calls  - and  all 
notices  except  Atkinson's 
(which  is  good)  - are  raves, 

vVhat  an  experiencoi 


Best, 


LS/p 


October  21,  1959 


Jansen  Noyes,  Jr. 


15  BROAD  STREET 
NEW  YORK  5,  N. Y. 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 


Dot  and  I tremendously  enjoyed  the  tickets 


you  sent  to  us  for  the  opening  night  of  The  liiracle  Viorker. 
It  vas  certainly  an  outstanding  performance  and  I vas 
delighted  to  see  that  it  got  such  fine  revievs. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  having  made  it  possible 
for  us  to  be  there  opening  night. 


bincerely, 


Mrs.  Kella  B.  Henney 
111  Fifth  Btreet 
Garden  Gity,  New  York 


AR CAN  R/DEE 
WESTPORT,  CDNNEDT/CUT 
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Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS'  • REPRESENTATIVE 
23-t  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE;  LEASALIS,  NEW  YORK 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney; 

Here  - with  our  thanks  - is 
Ken  McCormick's  letter  - and  a 
photostat  of  same. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
Snowville,  New  Hampshire 

ps 

Enc  s . 2 


October  19,  1959 


Best  regards. 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS'  REPRESENTATIVES 


/ 


Qsk  a s', 


GARDEN  COTTAGE 
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Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS*  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  * LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE:  LEASALIS,  NEW  YORK 

October  29,  1959 


Dear  Nellaj 

Surely  you  must  be  wondering  what  in  the  world  Is  delaying 
your  receiving  your  share  of  royalties  from  THE  MIRACLE 
TORKER  now  in  its  seventh  week.  This  note  is  simply  to 
assure  you  that  we  are  doing  our  best  to  get  the  lawyers 
and  accountants  and  tax  advisors  to  make  their  decisions 
and  set  up  a proper  routine  for  handling  money  due  you  and 
Mias  Keller  and  Bill  - and  the  various  trusts  concerned  - 
before  the  week  is  over. 

Only  this  morning  I talked  with  the  chief  attorney  who 
promises  to  do  his  best  to  see  that  all  the  money  supposed 
to  clear  through  our  office  reaches  us  early  next  week. 
(Checks  go  from  the  producer  to  the  Dramatists  Guild  and 
then  to  us . ) It  usually  takes  a few  weeks  for  a new  produc- 
tion to  arrange  to  have  its  business  matters  functioning  more 
or  less  automatically  - we  hope  this  one  will  get  Itself  in 
order  quickly,  since  so  much  time  has  already  gone  by. 


Best  regards, 

iU- 

Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
Foss  Mountain 
iSnowvllle , N.  H. 

LS/bl 


US-6~^ — 


AUTHORS 


• REPRESE 


RESENTATIVES 


MEMBER  OF 


Parade  parade  publications,  inc. 

285  Madison  Avenue.  New  York  17,  N.Y. 


DONALD  WAYNE 
Managing  Editor 


October  29,  1959 


Mrs.  ^ella  Braddy  Henney 

Snowville 

New  Hampshire 

Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

As  I promised  you  on  the  telephone  yester- 
day, I am  sending  a rough  proof  of  the  excerpt  we 
made  from  Helen  Keller's  book  MIDSTREAM.  This  is 
the  proof  which  begins  "It  was  one  of  those  sum- 
mer evenings..."  We  think  it  is  an  excellent 
piece  of  prose  and  tells  a wonderful  story,  and 
would  like  your  permission  to  publish  it.  You  will 
note  that  it  is  a verbatim  excerpt. 

I thought  you  might  also  be  interested  in 
seeing  the  earlier  version  we  had  prepared,  which 
is  an  adaptation  of  the  material  in  the  book.  You 
can  see  that  it  is  not  a bad  little  story.  We  will 
not  publish  it,  however,  if  you  do  not  want  us  to, 
and  will  stick  to  the  verbatim  passage. 

V/e  would  appreciate  very  much  having  an 
answer  as  soon  as  possible  since  the  issue  is  head- 
ed for  the  presses. 

Will  you  please  also  let  me  know  how  to  cre- 
dit the  copyright  holder  and  if  it  is  true  that 
Doubleday  still  holds  rights  in  this  matter.  William 
Berger,  at  Doubleday,  tells  me  that  the  publisher 
controls  "all  rights".  I would  appreciate  word 
from  you  on  this. 


2 


Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney 


October  29,  1939 


I am  looking  forward  to  your  swift  reply. 
If  there  is  any  question,  please  telephone  me, 
collect,  at  the  above  number. 


Sincerely, 


Donald  Wayne 

DW:rc  Managing  Editor 


I’ll  always  remember 


A friend  who  helped  me  see 

by  HELEN  KELLER 

.ULILIL'  rs-TalcTon  m.HeriaLtlial-aBn«HC.d  ijZSS.  ia.MidUream,  btilcto,Kcltejaul)Hshcd  by  Itenbtato  & 


Life  has  a strange  way  of  playing  tricks 
upon  us  all.  The  strangest  trick  it  plays  is 
when  we  are  acclaimed  for  something  we  have 
done  when  we  know  in  our  own  hearts  it  is  not 
what  we  had  set  out  to  do.  We  may  succeed  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world,  but  completely  miss  our 
most  precious  goal. 

Alexander  Graham  Bell  is  a good  example. 
To  the  world,  Dr.  Bell  always  will  be  known 
as  the  inventor  of  the  telephone.  To  me,  he  was 
the  first  person  to  hold  out  a warm  hand  in  the 
dark.  To  himself,  he  was  a person  dedicated  to 
helping  the  deaf  speak. 

He  was  unhappy  when  people  wanted  to  meet 
“the  man  who  invented  the  telephone." 

He  once  spelled  to  me,  “One  woidd  think  I 
had  never  done  anything  worth-while  but  tire 
telephone.  That  is  because  it  is  a money-making 
invention.  It  is  a pity  so  many  people  make 
money  the  criterion  of  success.  1 wish  my  e.\- 
periments  had  resulted  in  enabling  the  deaf  to 
speak  with  less  difficulty.  That  would  have 
made  me  truly  happy." 


Appeal  for  Help 

When  1 rvas  about  6 years  old,  my  parents 
took  me  to  Dr.  Bell  for  help.  It  was  he  who  sug- 
gested Anne  Mansfield  Sullivan  as  a teacher. 

Fortunately  for  me  and  other  ehrldren,  Dr 
Bell  had  started  a school  for  training  teachers  of 
the  deaf.  This  was  in  Boston  m 1872.  He  also 
gave  instructions  in  the  mechanics  of  speech.  1 
was  in  1874  that  Dr.  Bell,  using  the  bones  and 
drum  of  the  human  ear  to  study  the  reception 
of  sound,  was  led  into  his 
we  know  today  as  the  telephone.  By  1876 

telephone  worked.  u. 

This  invention  also  caused  him  to  doubt  tha 
man  is  master  of  his  fate.  He  once  remarked: 
"When  I was  a young  man,  I loved  music  pas 
sionately,  and  I wanted  to  become  a musician. 
But  fate  willed  otherwise.  Ill  health  brought  me 
to  America.  Then  I became  absorbed  in  experi- 
ments with  an  instrument  that  developed  into 
the  telephone,  and  now  here  I am  giving  my 
days  and  nights  to  aeronautics.  And  all  the  tim 
you  know  that  my  chief  interest  is  the  education 

of  the  deaf. 

“It  is  not  you,  but  circumstances,  that  will 
determine  your  work. 

This  kind,  dynamic  man  was  more  successtu 
in  awakening  interest  in  aiding  the  deaf  than  he 
realized— not  only  because  he  set  up  schools  for 
teachers  but  because  he  founded  the  American 
Association  to  Promote  the  Teaching  of  Speech 
to  the  Deaf. 

Through  the  years  1 benchtted  from  contact 
with  this  great  man.  I learned  never  to  be  di- 
verted from  a precious  goal.  That  is  why,  m my 
own  life,  I have  concentrated  on  helping  the  deaf 
and  the  blind  in  the  face  of  all  tugs  to  pull  me  in 


„hor  (above),  a counselor  for  American  S-d! 

honored  on  80th  birthdoy  next  June^  Deaf  ^ 

e go,  first  help  from  inventor  Alexander  C^^ro  am  Bel  , n 
,r.  Her  early  life  is  dramatized  m new  hit  piay, 


To: 

From: 

Subject: 


Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 

NEW  16,  1959 

234  WEST  44th  STREET  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628 

Miss  Helen  Keller 
Mrs.  Nella  Henney 

Lois  Berne n 
Miracle  Worker 


Enclosed  are  two  checks  - one  covering  your  share  of 
royalties,  from  the  opening  of  the  play  through  October 
24th,  and  the  second  for  the  week  ending  October  31st. 

It  has  taken  an  unusally  long  time  for  all  the  details 
having  to  do  with  distribution  of  royalties  to  be  ironed 
out  - from  now  on  you  can  expect  to  receive  a check  from 
us  every  week  or  ten  days.  (The  money  goes  from  the 
Producer  to  the  Bramatists  Guild  to  our  office.  Sometimes 
this  routine  takes  e.  few  days  more  than  we  expect). 


LB:Jj 
enc . 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS’  REPRESENTATIVES 


Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS’  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-S628  • CABLE;  LEASALIS,  NEW  YORK 


Dear  Nella: 

As  you  see  the  money  has  finally  began  to  move 
around  and  I have  written  to  Helen  Keller  as 
you  thought  I should  on  sending  her  the  first 
check. 

And  this  reminds  me  of  something  Bill  mentioned  a 
few  weeks  ago;  he  thought  that  someone  should 
talk  to  Doubleday  about  bring  out  a paper  back 
edition  of  your  book  on  Annie  Sullivan  - I don’t 
really  know  why  Bill  thought  I ought  to  mention 
this  to  you  - and  I am  only  doing  it  to  get  one 
more  memo  off  my  Collyer-llke  desk.  At  the  same 
time, ^ if  there  is  any  way  in  which  I can  help  you 
on  this  I will  be  most  happy  to  do  so. 


1-Irs.  Keith  Henney 

111  Fifth  Street 

C-arden  City,  Long  Island 

LS/p 
Enc . 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS’  REPRESENTATIVES 


November  19 » 1959 


Best  ^regards. 


3AUSPUR'.;., 

23'*  WEST  -i-lil'*  STIEuET 

NEW  YORK  CITY  36 


Nov  raber  19,  1959 


Desu*  Helen  Keller: 


Kith  this  letter  you  will  be  receiving  the  first  of,  I hope,  many  checks  on 
"The  Miracle  Worker."  They  will  be  comln,  to  you  from  my  office  weekly  and  the 

reason  this  first  check  has  been  so  lonf;  In  getting  to  you,  as  Nella  has  no 

doubt  explained.  Is  that  for  some  reason  or  other  It  always  takes  the 
mathematicians,  statisticians,  lawyers,  accountants,  etc.  Involved  In  a stage 
production,  w eks  to  do  the  first  figuring  and  creatlng/p  routine  for  paying 

royalties.  But  now  all  the  ground  work  has  been  done  ah::  checks  will  go  to  you 

regularly  and  without  delay. 

TTella  said  to  me:  when  you  send  Helen  the  first  xhec^ ^^Ite  to  her.  I have 

thought  about  you  so  often  beginning  way  back  yeW-agoRihen  we  were  youn,-  and 
you  were  held  up  to  us  as  an  example  of  strength  and  beaxi^and  became  the 
Inspiration  for  courage,  stamina,  and  overcoming,  difficultly.  In  fact  I 


remember  my  mother  or  teacher  speaking  of  yoxT 
problems  are  just  things  to  solve  - not 
of  what  your  life  has  symbolized  for  so 
many  of  us  to  Inspire  others  - but  I ca 
in  every  direction  and  to  me  way  off  In 
of  In  the  mid  West,  You  came  to  us  as  a 
great  art.  And  so  ~ all  these  ypa^iiZJ&tjcr 
with  a play  about  you,  which  Is 
generation.  Is  wonderfully  revjj 
children  of  my  friends  to  see 
would  make  you  so  very  happy, 
the  performance  to  say  she  v:ou 
berj?  her  troubles  or  oys-rcoi^ 
time  to  time  when  thea&^bs^onses 
you. 


then  sayijfig  "so,  you  sec, 
tu."  You  must  have  some  idea 
c - It  really  Is  not  given  to 
that  your  strength  reached 
town  you  probably  never  heard 
along,  with  the  Tuck  pictures  of 
e this  personal  asscclatToA 
^ e for  good  a whole  new 
making  It  a point  to  Invite  the 
the  things  they  write  me  afterwards 
Irl  called  me  up  after  she  had  seen 
n let  hersell'  feel  she  could  not 
ties.  If  you  would  like  he  to  from 
shall  jot  them  down  and  send  them  to 


nloip  ^ present  at  your  house  In  V/estport  - and  I have  a 

betwLi  Lewisboro  which  Is  sort  of 

and  see  tou  onr  ^ would  very  much  like  to  drive  over 

have  not^b  ton  ^ havln  visitors;  Nella  tells  me  you 

pe’^^haps  YOU  will  will  not  try  to  come  over  very  soon  but 

I woSd  love  havl^  callers  during  the  Christmas  holidays. 

an  Ozark  MountaS  ”^n^  ^iS^ni^Se^bSSSiS^; 

Devotedly, 


Ls/p 


LEAH  SALISBURY,  INC. 

234  WEST  44th  STREET 

NEW  YORK  CITY  36 


November  17,  1959 


your 


you' 


Aroo  Enterprises,  Ino, 

I4.O25  Lankerahlm  Boulevard 
North  Hollywood,  C -llfornla 

Dear  Sirs : 

Nella  He  ney  (Mx«.  Keith  Henney)  ha^ 
uns  gned  letter  dated  Septonber  20tfi' 
sent  to  her  along  with  a copy  of  one  dated  S 
addressed  to  "Dear  Mrs.  Welssm^ 

Inquired  about  obtaining  the 
Helen  Keller’s  essay  "Three- 
re pr  sent  Nella  Henney,  Ho^ 
in  connection  with  the  play'-” 
which  Is  now  running  In  Now 
asked  me  to  reply  to^youiE.1 
the  rights  In  " 
for  the  purpose  yon/^ntlonN^ 

for  her  to  grant  y«ra  any  rirYts  whatsoever  In  this 
property  which  has  'been  IrroTocablia  disposed  of  In 
another  manner.  V \ / / 


which 
ts  In 


mber  l|th 


As  I 


and  william  Gibson 
aole  .Vorker" 

Henney  has 
^tell  you  that 
re  not  available. 

It  Is  Impossible 


LG/p 
cc : fro . 


incerely  yours. 


ey 
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I 
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CHAIRMAN  OF  BOARD 
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VICE-PRESIDENT 
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December  5 1959 


Mrs  Keith  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  New  York. 

Dear  Mrs  Henney; 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  letter  of  recent  date 
which  we  received  this  morning. Its  so  distressing  to  hear  of  Pollys 
latest  trouble  and  added  to  those  she  already  has  the  situation 
seems  very  grave  to  us.  It  could  well  be  that  she  will  be  bed  ridden 


infirmities^  make^ a very  very  sad  picture  to  me. 

I know  that  Sister  Helen  will  make  the  best  of  any 
situation  she  has  to  face  but  it  does  seem  her  share  of  the  load 
is  a severe  onSe 

We  certainly  appreciate  your  advising  us  of 
Pollys  condition  and  hope  you  will  let  us  know  anything  else 
that  may  come  to  your  attention.  We  are  of  course  ready  to  do  anything 
possible  ^nd  would  judge  we  will  hear  from  Plrs  Seide  or  Mr  Adams 
as  soon  as  they  can  size  up  the  situation. 


you  and  yours  and  for  the  moment  I suppose  all  any  of  us  can  do  is 
to  hope  and  pray  for  the  best. 


broken  hip  at  her  age  and  with  her  other 


Mrs  Keller  joins  me  in  kind  good  wishes  for 
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Sender’s  name  and  address:.. 


AN  AIR  LETTER  SHOULD  NOT  CONTAIN  ANY 
ENCLOSURE  ; IF  IT  DOES  IT  WILL  BE  SURCHARGED 
OR  SENT  BY  ORDINARY  MAIL. 
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jJUICESF  OF  WASHINGTON 


I7lli  flHOnF  ISLAND  AVFNIIt,  N.  >v. 
W ASHINfiTON  C,  C. 


UfiT'v  of  Oic>  Oitlu^p 
Rl.  n«r.  Ait|,i>s  n«n.  0 II.,  S t.O. 


feUpl-otie  LX>'cuti\c  3 7B7I 


10  December  1959 


Dear  Mrs.  Smith: 

I have  just  received  a letter  from  Mr.  John  Russell  tiason 
asking  me  two  questions  on  your  behalf. 

The  first  question  is  whether  the  burial  urn  for  the  ashes 
of  Helen  Keller  when  needed  is  still  available  at  the  Cathedral. 
I have  had  correspondence  on  this  subject  with  Mrs.  L.  E.  Gladu 
and  she  has  informed  me  that  the  um  to  which  you  refer  is  in 
her  possession. 

The  second  question  is  whether  the  ashes  of  Polly  Thomson 
could  be  deposited  with  those  of  Mrs,  Macy  and  Miss  Keller  in 
the  Cathedral  at  the  proper  time.  The  answer  is  that  the  pro- 
per committee  here  has  considered  this  request  and  gladly  grants 


We  are  all  sorry  to  learn  that  /.iss  Keller  is  not  well. 

If  you  have  other  questions  I shall  be  glad  to  answer  them. 


it 


Sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Philip  Sidney  Smith 
1957  Avondale  Drive 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 


cc : 


The  Very  Rev.  Francis  B.  Sayre,  .Ir 
Mr.  John  Russell  Mason 


AD:  vp 
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Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS’  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE;  LEASALIS,  NEW  YORK 

December  19,  1959 


Ret  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER 


Dear  Mrs.  Henney: 

The  Dramatists  Guild  has  just  sent  us  fully  executed 
copies  of  a letter  dated  as  of  July  7th  one  copy  of 
which  goes  to  you  herewith. 

We  suggest  you  attach  this  to  your  copy  of  the  basic 
production  contract, 

Sinoerely, 

Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  5th  Street 
Garden  City,  N.Y. 

LBrjj 
enc . 

cc  tColton 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS’  REPRESENTATIVES 


1957  Avoiuia  !eD  rlv<* 
Belton  Ron^o, 


t^oin.sicina 


/ 


<5</.  d,  //'^T 


COLTON,  GALLANTZ.  8c  FERNBACH 

COUNSELLORS  AT  LAW 


JWARD  E.  COLTON 
^EORGE  G.  GALLANTZ 
JOHN  R.  FERNBACH 


745  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  22.  N.  Y. 


JUSTIN  A.  MENUS 
LILLIAN  KALTMAN 


PLAZA  ».1  130 

CABLE  ADDRESS:  EDECOLT  NEWYORK 


December  23,  1959 


fir.  wiiliain  Olbson 
Stockbriage,  'Ibgs. 


He:  ' MIRAC I£  WORKER'^ 


Dear  Bill : 


I am  enclosing  herevrith  the  following  instruments, 
each  of  which  is  marlced  with  a number  corresponding  to  that  herein- 
ai’ter  set  forth: 

1.  The  motion  picture  gx’ant  agreeiacnt.  This 
will  b^ve  to  be  initialled  by  Helen  heller,  Nella  Heaney  and 
Keith  Henney. 


2.  Throe  copies  of  the  agreement  between  Helen 
Keller,  Nellc  Fenne''^,  Keith  Henrcy  and  an  unnaried  corporation. 

This  should  be  siinea  by  Helen  K.eller  and  Mr.  and  firs.  Henney. 

The  signatui*e  of  llolen  Keller  should  be  witnessed  by  Nolle  Henney. 
Nella  Henney  should  sign  the  certification  at  the  bottem  of  this 
Instrninent  and  the  slmnaturo  of  all  thrre  parties  should,  be 
acknowledged  before  a Notarj'^  Public. 

;.  Letter  to  William  Gibson  authorizing  you  to 
fill  in  the  name  of  the  corporetion  '-hen  forme. f.  Thi'o  is  to 
be  signed  by  Helen  Keller,  Nella  Henney  and  Keith  Henney;  the 
signature  of  Helen  Xcller  must  be  v;itnossecl  by  Nella  Hennc.y 
who  should  also  sign  the  certification  at  the  bottom  thereof 
and  all  signatures  should  be  aclcnsvrlecje'h  copies) 

4.  T.rce  copies  of  I'^tbor  a reenent  addressed  to 
a blank,  corporation,  to  be  signed  by  Mildred  Keller,  whose 
signature  3hc”.ld  be  acknowlodgeri, 

5.  Gi:--;  copies  of  letter  fr>,'  ‘ Mildred  Xcllor  uo 
you,  William  Gibson,  authorizing  you  to  fill  in  the  name  of 
the  corporation  wher.  formed,  "’his  is  to  be  signed  by  Mildred 
Keller  whose  ci;;na'^nrc  should  be  acknov;lodyed. 

Dlnce  \Tc  all  und.erstand  the  necessity  for  spceil  in 
getting  Helen  Keller's  r*  'nrturc,  T ’ no’'  you  vdl]  do  evex'j'uliing 
you  can  to  e::pedJte  this.  I am  sondln;:  you  an  extra  copy  of  this 
letter  in  the  ever  1 ' wish  to  oov  ' ' c lc'U;,  tc  Helen  .Kc.r  ' rr 

and  Mr.  ana  Mr.o.  H,'*nr.ey  so  they  x.'lll  '.Tl;  v how  l o execxite  the 


Colton,  Gallantz  & Fernbach 


enclosed  instruments. 


Sincerely^ 


1?^ 


EEC; Ik 


cc ; Leah  Salisbury 


F 


P.S.  I am  also  enclosing  herewith  agreement  between 

Helen  Keller,  et  al  and  the  owner  of  the  play  and  teleplay 
Miracle  Worker"  covering  the  contingency  of  the  reversion  of 
rights  under  the  motion  picture  grant  agreement  and  the 
writing  of  the  sequel  play.  (l  have  numbered  this  instrument  "6".) 
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Leah  Salisbury,  Inc. 


PLAY  • BROKER  • AND  • WRITERS’  • REPRESENTATIVE 
234  W.  44TH  STREET  • NEW  YORK  36  • LACKAWANNA  4-8628  • CABLE:  LEASALIS.  NEW  YORK 


THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  - Motion  Picture  Contract 


Dear  Nella: 

Everything  has  been  arranged  for  us  to  meet  in  the 
office  of  the  Dramatist's  Guild  negotiator,  Edx^ard 
Colton,  on  Monday,  January  ij-th  at  11:30  a,m.  His 
address  is  7^3  Fifth  Avenue  about  56th  Street  - I 
will  meet  you  there.  I have  also  asked  Bill  if  he 
could  coma  in,  but  he  felt  this  might  be  impossible. 
Since  it  is  not  certain  he  will  be  there  I think  he 
will  have  called  you  in  the  meantime. 

I do  hope  nothing  will  interfere  x^jith  this  meeting 
and  I think  it  v/ould  be  well  for  you  to  phone  Ckeh, 

office  before  starting  so  that  we  will  know  (and 
let  Mr.  Colton  know)  that  you  are  on  yoxxr  Xiray. 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 
111  Fifth  Street 
Garden  City,  Long  Island 
New  York 

LS/a jk 

Dictated  by  Mrs.  Salisbury  and  signed  in  her  absence. 


MEMBER  OF  INCORPORATED  SOCIETY  OF  AUTHORS'  REPRESENTATIVES 


December  29,  1959 


Best  wishes  for  I960. 


TELEPHONE  3-6788 


Nevada  State  Medical  Association 

Nelson  B.  Neff.  Executive  Secretary 
575  Reno  Avenue  — Reno.  Nevada 


Decemher  31, 


Dear  Nella: 

The  good  news  about  "The  Miracle  V,'oricer"  which 
appeared  in  your  October  letter  was  certainly 
heartening.  T joined  in  every  prayer  that  the 
play  would  have  a long  run  a make  a little  - 
quite  a little  - for  all  concerned. 

The  recent  front  page  Time  Magazine  story  of 
the  young  artist  Anne  Bancroft  indicates  that 
this  is  the  case  and  that  "The  Worker"  is  on 
its  way  to  setting  a record.  I am  sure  that 
a film  in  several  years  ivill  also  make  you 
all  feel  very  pleased  and  proud. 

I was  so  sorry  to  read  about  Polly’s  lack  of 
improvement.  I am  sure  it  makes  Helen  sad  to 
have  this  "powtfi  "source  cut  off  and  yet,  perhaps 
as  you  say,  the  continuing  opportunity  to  help 
others  provides  the  occasion  for  her  finest 
years . 

If  Helen  is  still  making  public  appearances,  I 
wonder  if  she  would  be  interested  in  speaking 
at  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Nevada  State  Medical 
Association  which  will  be  held  Friday  evening, 
September  Q,  1P60  at  the  Stardust  Hotel,  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada.  This  would  not  be  one  of  those  South  Amer- 
ican f ive -appearances -per-day  operations,  but  rather 
only  an  after  dinner  talk  on  any  subject  close  to 
Helen’s  heart  and,  following  the  usual  custom,  travel 
and  other  expenses  would  be  provided.  Perhaps  you 
would  accompany  her? 

T expect  to  be  back  your  way  sometime  in  the  Spring 
and  will  make  every  effort  to  get  in  touch  with  you. 
Until  then,  with  every  good  wish  for  a 1P60  full  of 
good  things,  T remain. 


Sincerely  yours. 


Septeubar  1,  1959 


D«ar  Helen: 

I hope  you’ll  pleased  to  know  that  the 
TniHnn  dialect  lanGuase  book  and  serial 
ri^ta  in  TEACihSB  have  been  sold  to 
/ the  U.S.I.A.-^-^avani  irakashan  Griha,  Aluned- 
abad(Gunjarati  langua^)  SaLnakrishna 
iublications,  i-ladrns(Telugu  langua.;:e)  for 
550  each.  ISiiB  will  bo  reflected  in  your 
next  royalty  stateuent. 


KHcCirea 

cc.  Mrs.  Nella  lienney 

Miss  Helen  roller 
Arcan  3id;:;e 
RTD 

tfestport 

Connecticut 


Complimentary  tickets  for  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  in  New  York 


Opening  night  without  fail:  2 to 

Mrs.  Jerome  Scharoff 
1697  Michael-William  Road 
Merrick,  Long  Island 
New  York 

Opening  night  or  when  wanted,  2 each  to  Helen's  financial 
trustees  who  are  as  follows; 

Mr.  James  Adams 
9 Pecksland  Road 
Greenwich 
Connecticut 

Mr.  Jansen  Noyes  Jr. 

Hemphill  & Noyes 
15  Broad  St. 

New  York,  N.Y. 

Mr.  Richard  Migel 
King,  Quirk  & Co. 

25  Broadway 
New  York,  N.Y. 

Also  on  opening  night  or  when  wanted,  2 to 

Mrs.  L.M.  Gladu 
27  West  55  St. 

New  York  19,  N.Y. 

When  wanted,  probably  none  for  opening  night,  2 each  to  the 
members  of  Helen's  household;  these  can  be  sent  in  care  of 
Helen  to  Arcan  Ridge,  Westport,  Connecticut; 

Mr.  & Mrs.  William  Seide 

Mrs,  Winifred  Corbally 

Miss  Helen  Notman 

Another  name  will  be  supplied  here 


In  same  category,  different  address: 

Mrs.  Johnny  Swanda 
RFD  1 
Bridgeport 
Connecticut 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Jan.  2,  i960 


Dear  Mrs.  Corbally, 


There  was  nothing  of  Importance 
In  the  letter  that  was  lost — It  was  to  hope  that 
you  and  Miss  Helen  would  enjoy  KON  HIKI  and  to  say 
that  the  book  Is  yours  when  you  are  done  with  It. 

I rather  fancy  that  you  don't  have  much  time  for 
reading  these  days. 


The  papers  are  so  full  of  grim 
articles  reporting  bad  news  from  everywhere  and 
telling  us  what  is  wrong  with  everything  that  It  Is 
hard  to  find  any  clippings  worth  sending,  but  I 
know  Helen  will  be  interested  In  the  anniversary 
celebrations  of  one  of  our  favorite  poets, 
Rabindranath  Tagore — she  can  tell  you  about  his 
visit  to  Forest  Hills.  And  I think  she  will  be 
interested  to  know  that  the  Premier  of  Burma, 

U Nu,  whom  she  and  Folly  liked  so  much,  plans 
to  become  a Buddhist  monk  at  the  end  of  his 
present  term  of  office. 

Mrs.  Clark  telephoned  on 
New  Year' s Eve  and  we  had  a happy  time  of 
reminiscing — she  spoke  of  how  very  much  she 
had  enjoyed  the  luncheon  when  you  were  all 
together  not  so  long  ago.  Nancy  wrote  about  her 
delightful  trip  to  Norway  as  the  only  non- 
Bcandlnavlan  on  shipboard  and  Elsa  Kingsley  wrote 
that  because  of  virus  Infection  the  serious 
operation  that  has  been  hanging  over  her  for  more 
than  a year  Is  now  scheduled  for  February^ 

My  sister  Ann  left  In  a 
sleet  storm  yesterday  after  two  solid  weeks  of 
ice  and  snow,  but  we  did  manage  to  get  to  New 
York  to  see  the  paintings  which  Mrs.  Adele 
Levy  bequeathed  to  the  Museum  of  Modern  Art; 
they  are  beautifully  hung  In  a small  room  to 
themselves  and  I hope  you  will  see  them  after 
your  return.  The  same  day  we  saw  Fred  Coe's 
new  play  ALL  THE  v.AY  HOME  which  would  have  closed 
after  the  fifth  performance  If  the  people  had 
not  stormed  the  box  office  for  tickets  the  morning 
after  the  announcement  was  me.de  that  It  was  about 
to  close.  There  wasn't  an  empty  seat  the  afternoon 
we  were  thei\e'.  The  play  Is  unlike  anything  that 
has  been  on  Broadway  In  a long  tlme--a  sudden  death 


in  a family  of  quite  ordinary  people,  the  kind  of 
grief  we  all  have  to  hear,  war  or  no  war.  It  Is 
aad  of  course,  but  not  In  a depressing  way  and  It 
Is  something  else  I hope  you  will  see  after  you 
come  back  to  this  area. 

It  Is  now  the  second  day  of  the  New  Year 
and  as  I write  I am  hoping  for  you  and  Miss  Helen 
everything  you  could  possibly  hope  for  yourselves. 
This  is  always  my  hope  for  both  of  you. 


Darling  Helen, 


Garden 


City,  Jan.  2,  I960 


The  New  York  Times  yesterday  carried  Arturo 
Giovannittl' s obituary.  He  died  on  the  last  day  of  1959 
at  his  home  In  the  Bronx,  75  years  old,  survived  by  his 
wife  Carrie  from  whom  he  was  separated,  a son,  and  two 
married  daughters.  The  funeral  service  will  be  held  tomorrow 
in  the  auditorium  of  the  Amalgamated  Clothing  Workers  of 
America.  The  writer  of  the  obituary  referred  to  him  as  a 
poet  and  labor  leader  and  spoke  of  the  time  when  he  and 
Joe  Ettor  were  arrested( falsely ) in  connection  with  the 
death  of  the  woman  who  was  fatally  shot  during  one  of  the 
riots  that  took  place  at  the  time  of  the  Lawrenceville 
strike.  You  remember  that  it  was  while  Arturo  was  in 
prison  that  he  was  inspired  to  write  his  most  famous 
poem,*"The  Walker,"  which  has  been  compared  to  Oscar 
Wilde's  "Ballad  of  Reading  Gaol."  Two  lines  from  the 
poem  were  quoted: 

"I  implore  you,  my  brother,  for  I am  weary  of  the 
long  vigil,  weary  of  counting  your  steps,  and 
heavy  with  sleep. 

Stop,  rest,  sleep,  my  brother,  for  the  dawn  is 
well  nigh  and  it  is  not  the  key  alone  that 
can  throw  open  the  gate." 

These  lines  made  me  look  up  the  poem  in  an  anthology 
I have,  and  behold,  I came  across  a quotation  from  the 
introduction  you  wrote  to  his  book,  ARROWS  IN  THE  GALE, 
which  was  published  in  191^.  Here  it  is:  He  makes  us 


feel  the  presence  of  toilers  behind  tenement  walls,  behind 
the  machinery  they  guide... He  finds  voice  for  his  message 
In  the  sighs,  the  dumb  hopes,  the  agonies  and  thwartlngs 
of  men  who  are  bowed  and  broken  by  the  monster  hands  of 
machines."  Dear  Helen,  I find  you  everywhere--"the  monster 
hands  of  machines,"  that  phrase  I shall  remember. 

The  love  of  my  heart  Is  with  you  and  Polly 
always  and  always,  Nella 


Sti.|  Gsrdsn  City.  N6W  York 
Jan.  5,  i960 


Dear  iNelson, 


„ ,,  , , ^ always  very  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

You  did  not  mention  your  health,  but  since  you  seem  to 
be  fully  active  aga.' n 1 take  it  that  you  have  ^eco^'8r0d 
from  your  Illness. 

The  situation  at  Arcan  Ridge  has  steadily 
worsened.  lolly  had  another  attack  on  Dec.  1 ( embollsir. 

I believe)  and  when  she  fell  she  cracked  her  hip.  She  is 
now  in  the  Bridgeport  Hospital,  so  ill  that  she  does  not 
recognize  anyone,  not  even  Helen.  Yet  Helen  goes  to  see 
her  every  day,  syends  hours  at  her  bedside,  her  whole 
being  concentrated  upon  Holly.  The  long  ordeal  and  the 
pllltig  up  of  the  years  (Helen  will  be  30  In  June)  have 
been  taking,  their  toll.  Helen  herself  has  not  been  well 
and  I am  much  Inclined  to  think  that  she  will  not  make 
any  more  public  appearances — certainly  not  with  me.  I'd 
rather  take  my  chances  in  a lion's  den  than  before  an 
audience,  i cannot  tell  you  hov;  magnificent  Helen  is 
In  these  dark  hours,  uncomplaining,  tender,  courageous. 

1 will  write  her  about  your  letter  and  I think  she  would 
enjoy  hearing  from  you.  Bhe  Is  still  deeply  interested  in 
everything  concerning  the  handicapped. 

It  is  good  news  that  you  may  be  in  this 
part  of  the  country  later  in  the  yea.r.  I hope  you  bring 
a draft  of  your  account  of  your  Journeyings  with  our  two 
dear  girls. 

Meantime,  all  happy  things  to  vou  and  your 
family  in  19601 


Hvsr  yours. 


Garden  City,  jan.  I960 


D'^ar  Virginia, 


As  always  I am  very  happy  and  grateful 
to  send  you  a check  for  the  transcribing,. 

I am  far  tehin:^  with  every thlnR,  Bertha's 
husband  has  been  In  the  hospital,  was  released  a few  days 
ai.30  and  Is  apparently  going  back  today — Bertha  Just 
called  ao.  I Imagine  you  know  as  much  as  I do  about  the 
situation  at  Arcan  Ridge  which  is  not  good,  v/e  are  all 
pleased  that  i-iiss  Keller's  sister  is  coming  north  very 
soon . 


I hope  your  husband  Is  improving  by  leaps 
and  bounds.  I need  good  news  from  wherever  I can  get  it. 

And  I hope  you  will  stop  by  some  day  when 
you  are  in  the  neighborhood.  In  the  meantime  I am, 
as  always. 


Affectionately  yours, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Oarlen  City,  N.Y. 
Jan.  6 , 19 60 


Dear  Evelyn, 


'"■he  Instruments  that  I spoke  of  this  morning 
will  come  to  you  from  the  office  of  Colton  Gallantz  and 
Fernbach  at  7^5  Fifth  Ave.,  probably  from  Mr.  Edward 
Colton  himself.  They  simply  spell  out  In  detail  the 
terms  of  the  original  agreements  and  should  be  put 
with  them  In  the  safe. 

The  two  small  crumbs  of  comfort  you  gave 
me  this  morning  were  gratefully  received:  Helen's 
interest  In  her  hair  which  I hope  means  that  her 
general  interest  will  begin  to  broaden  out,  and  Mildred's 
arrival. 


Affectionately  always. 


r.8.  It  may  be  some  weeks  before  the  papers  arrive,  but 
I wanted  you  to  know  what  they  were  when  they  came. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Jan,  6,  i960 


Dear  Isabel, 

I was  so  disturbed  to  hear  of  Bert's 
Illness  and  Margaret's  and  I doubt  not  that  concern 
for  our  dear  Polly  had  Its  part  In  their  Indlspofeltlon. 
I hope  they  are  both  entirely  themselves  again. 

If  Mrs,  Corbally  has  not  written  you 
within  the  last  week  or  so.  It  Is  because  she  has 
been  too  busy.  Looking  after  Kolen' s personal 
needs  and  driving  her  to  the  hospital  fifteen  miles 
away  whenever  she  wants  to  go  does  not  leave  her  much 
spare  time.  She  told  me  when  I talked  with  her  a day 
or  so  ago  that  there  seemed  to  be  a slight  upswing 
In  Folly's  condition  along  with  a slight  Increase 
In  mental  awareness.  No  one  is  allowed  to  see  her 
except  Helen  and  Helen,  to  tell  the  truth,  does  not 
want  to  see  anyone  except  Folly. 

It  has  been  remiss  of  me  not  to  thank 
Bert  for  the  lovely  Scots  Pictorial  Calendar.  As  In 
the  past.  It  will  give  Keith  and  me  pleasure  during 
every  day  o'"  the  year. 

THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  continues  to  be  one 
of  the  triumphs  of  the  Broadway  season;  as  you  suggest. 
It  Is  well  served  by  the  actors,  especially  Annie 
Bancroft  as  Annie  Sullivan  and  Fatty  Duke  as  Helen. 

My  sister  Ann  and  I saw  a performance  during  the 
holidays.  There  were  many  standees  and  at  the  end 
shouts  of  Bravo  from  all  over  the  house.  It  has  been 
a deep  sorrow  to  me  that  Helen  and  Polly  have  not  been 
able  to  maintain  the  close  contact  that  they  had  with 
this  project  when  it  began  about  three  y.-ars  ago. 

I am  glad  that  Bert  approves  the 
National  Cathedral  as  Folly's  final  resting  place 
and  I hope  that  Margaret  does  too. 

The  first  of  the  seed  catalogs  arrived 
in  this  morning's  mall  and  I shall  have  a happy  time 
making  out  my  order,  I think  we  would  be  congenial 
gardeners.  From  what  Bert  has  said  I gather  that  we 
like  the  same  kinds  of  flowers. 

I need  not  tell  you  how  much  1 wish 
I could  send  good  news,  nor  how  heavy  Is  my  heart, 
Helen's  sister  Mildred  is  arriving  on  Sunday  and 
will  spend  a few  days  at  Arcan  Ridge.  We  are  all  glad 
of  this. 


Affectionately, 


Garden  City,  Jan.  6,  i960 


Darling  Helen, 

Yesterday  1 had  a letter  from  Nelaon  Neff 
asking  about  the  possibility  of  your  making  a speech  on 
any  subject  close  to  your  heart  at  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Nevada  State  Medical  Association  at  Las  Vegas  on  Sejt.  9 
of  this  year,  Cf  course  I am  writing  him  that  the  chances 
are  very  remote,  but  I wantxjc  wanted  you  to  know  about  It. 

He  seems  to  have  recovered  from  the  Illness  which  kept  him 
out  of  circulation  for  some  weeks  last  fsll  and  says  he 
hopes  to  be  In  the  east  this  s:  ring. 

I think  you  will  be  Interested  to  know  that 
two  fine  books  on  Japan  have  recently  been  published,  both 
written  by  admirers  of  that  country  that  you  and  ’oily  have 
always  loved  so  much.  Vithout  tnlnlraizlng  the  poverty  and 
other  drawbacks.  Hr.  Mnralnl,  author  of  Meeting  with  Japan, 
speaks  of  the  Japanese  "love  of  beauty  and  an  understanding  of 
It  that  Is  unique  In  the  world."  How  much  we  need  to  develop 
this  in  our  country  1 I will  try  to  take  a look  at  the  books 
and  see  If  there  are  not  sections  that  you  would  like  to 
have  transcribed. 

Our  battle  with  the  squirrels  goes  on,  with 
the  squirrels  still  ahead,  but  on  New  '-'ear's  day  I counted 
19  different  kinds  of  birds  In  our  yard,  Including  a flock 
of  nearly  30  evening  grosbeaks,  birds  o'*  the  far  north  that  do 
not  always  come  this  far  south  for  the  winter,  "^he  first  I 
ever  saw  were  at  Arcan  Ridge  and  i’olly's  delight  In  them  was 
as  lovely  as  the  birds  themselves;  tha  sight  of  them  here  brought 
her  very  close. 


y.y  tlesk  Is  high  with  things  1 shoul'l  have 

attended  to  some  days  ago,  but  I hope  to  get  down  to  the 
bare  wood  before  the  week  Is  up.  None  of  It  Is  very 
Important  and  I would  drop  It  all  with  pleasure  If  there 
were  the  least  slight  thing*  that  I could  do  for  you  or 
Folly  or  anyone  else  at  Arcan  Ridge.  1 am  always  at  your 
service,  with  love  and  longing, 


Neila 


A ^5 


111 

January  8, 


City,  Naw  York 

L-y 


Dear  Mr.  Ruztic; 


Secauflo 

her  comranlon  which  now 
Helen  Aeller' a time  and 
Dec.  28  har.  been  turned 
ment . 


of  the  very  grave  illness  of 
requires  nearly  all  Kies 
attention,  your  letter  of 
over  to  me  for  aclmowledge- 


V,  Kratifylnc  that,  like  so  many 

others,  you  have  found  Inspiration  in  KY  RFlLIGICN 
I am  sorry  that  conditions  are  such  that  Kiss  heller 
cannot  vrite  you  at  the  present  time. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


t’olla  Brcddv  ^*enney 
Attorney  for  Helen 


yr.  Emmanuel  E.  Rustic 
2820  rrincetcn 
Forth  Worth  9 
Texas 


9)  \ ib 


111  Fifth  St.,  Gnr<?en  City,  New  York 
January  11,  I960 


Dear  Steven: 


EecfiUse  of  very  serious  lilneRs  in  her 
household,  which  now  requires  nearly  all  her  tl®e 
and  attention,  I am  answering  for  >lls8  Helen 
Keller  your  December  letter  Inclosing  the  two  poems 
dedicated  to  her.  In  the  present  circumstances  the 
chances  are  that  1 i-  will  be  a very  long  time  before 
she  will  have  an  opport unity  to  look  ut  the  poems. 

I am  therefore  returning  the  copies  to  you,  r>ince 
in  the  meantlma  you  may  want  to  send  them  to  some 
or;3  else,  i-.iss  iieller  is  intoriaeiy  iuLerestod  in 
the  activities  of  young  pecp'le  and  I am  scrry  that 
conditions  r.mko  It  Impoaclble  foi  hsr  to  write 
you  herseif. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrr.  Ncila  Hraddy  Henne-y 
Attorney  for  Hei&r  heller 


Mr,  Steven  A.ronson 
110  Lanark  read 
Brookline  16 
Mass. 


I 


111  Firth  St 


Gar<!on  City,  York,  Jan.  22,  I9.50 


T'.?Br  V’ll'lrpcl, 


Cf  cour'^e  I vlll  send  you  the  let  tern,  bui  I 
may  not  fcf-  ntle  to  crat,  them  off  for  a few  days,  since  I do 
not  like  to  lead's  t'nr  house  lost  Ardan  Rld5e'call  '>tien  1 
am  not  here.  A conference  of  doctors  did  not,  axi-ect 
Folly  to  last  out.  the  ws»k,  but  hero  it  is  Friday  end,  she 
is  still  ali-'s. 

There  ore  not  as  many  let  lere.  as  you  might 
think.  I vnow  Toficher  hod  In  mind  to  dee+rcy  the  bitterest 
of  them  and  rerhar.B  she  did  before  she  died.  In  the  clutter 
of  the  household  some  may  beo.'e  been  lost — many  tilings  were 
that  phould  hove  been  kept.  It  is  borely  iossible  that 
some  tnn2'  be  at  the  Fcondatlon  and  it  Is  also  ros^iblc  thf.t 
some  were  among  the  Irropleceabie  papers  that  wer?  destroyed 
when  th'!'  first  house  at  Arcan  Ridge  burned.  At  any  r®te  I 
am  sending  ail  I have. 

I iiiuBt  take  excel  t ion  to  your  siiying  tha  t no 
one  now  ail'''e  loved  cohn  and  leachor  more  than  you  did.  That 
is  all  right  conttlderln/t  thorn  as  a unit,  but  no  one  now  alive 
loved  Teacher  more  than  T did.  I.ot  us  say  that  ve  both  loved 
her  with  coniplote  devotion. 

"■hat  was  an  acuto  coinment  of  yours  about  the 
Harverd  club.  I htvc;  not  thought  of  it  before,  but.  it  does 
have  a Eceton  atmosphere. 

I am  so  glad  that  you  and,  F.at.hs-rlne  liked 
TH~  FI'- AC'F.  '.Ot-i'VR,  I didn't  really  see  how  you  could,  help 
it,  but  1 WS.8  afraid  to  ask,  I wish  you  could  also  have  met 
the  three  brilliant  yf.ung  men  who  were  hohind  it,-  Bill  Gibson 
who  wrote  it,  Arthur  Tenn  who  directed  it,  >m,l  Fred  Coe  who 
produced  it.  Incidentally  1 think  Fa.'*'b.a*'lne  vlll  b.e  interested 
to  know  that  the  Irving  tann  who  does  such  stunning-;  photographs 
for  t'orue  is  Arthur's  brother,  I srerJ  several  dat’e  with  the 
outfit  in  Boston,  ''ver^'one  connected  with  the  pro-auction  loved 
it  and  1 think  this  comes  out  acroso  the  footlights,  ’du'*  for  me 
•here  has  be  r.  so  much  .sorrow  and  anguish  in  tVic  background  th' t 
I have  not  b.e-'n  obi  = to  tr've  th^-  pleasure  in  it  that  otl'erwi^'O 
might  hnvc  beon,  I verted  to  telk  with  you  shout  this  an.'’  many 
other  things,  but  I knew  there  woul''  not  be  time.  If  only 
folly's  stroke  not  come  when  it  did'. 

nancy  was  torribly  sorry  not  to  be  with  uo,  but 
a'ne  expects  to  make  up  for  it  when  she  and  Lit  are  in 
Pontgomory  with  the  play. 

your  visit  to  helen  gave  taa  such  comfort.  Years 
ago  when  Ned  lioimes  and  I were  sr ■»cul'' *■  ir.g  about  v.dis.t  would  ha]  , 
to  Helen  when  Teacher  died  he  Raid,  "tclen  wl  l.i.  go  home  to  her 
aleter.”  1 felt  that  this  at  lust  had  taken  place,  though  not 


In  Monfcf'otnsry — y«t 


"eelng  you  s.gain  brought  back  so  neny  ha;  py 
meraorle?!  and  others  kaep  L opplng  up.  I hope  that 
you  and  Katharine  and  I can  have  lunch  together 
again  at  a time  when  our  hearts  are  lass  anxious. 

Z’est  possible  regards  to  you  both, 
fjver  yours, 


flj  to 


66  Lucky  Drl-ve 
Crmonri  feaach,  ria. 
Jianuary  23,  i960 


Laaii  Salisbury,  ^gant 
23^  V/est  ^4th  St. 
few  York  36,  N.y, 


'ear  Kiss  Sslisburv: 


eriiilsslon  is  roquested  tc  trariocribs  into  Ersilia 
MI’iACL'^  VOKkyR  by  -1 111am  Gibson  under  the 
sponsorship  of  the  Katlonal  *'edaration  of  tbo  Blind 
'!'he  trrnecriptlon  to  be  by  hand  rla  tho  T'erkins 
raille  ^vrlter  and  by  a certified  transcriber 
tandard  l^ngllsh  ’’raille. 


in 


Very  truly  yours, 

Signed:  igilay  Hall  Gurnham 
Mrs.  Fritz  Burnham 


Volunteer  service, 

r-'..3. 


Jan.  29,  1960 


Tear  Bill, 

if.  tlKht, , try  not  to  worry,  rnd  r^o  whatever 
rlar.Aarel  tells  you  to. 

It's  a rouKh  anci  trajrlc  resFatre,  but  I 
think  everything;  v.in  be  all  ric,nl--Eany  people 
are  tryinv  to  3iake  it  so.  I think  It  le  better  ^or 
you  to  stay  out  of  it,  at  least  for  th“  irerent.  I'd 
have  yslleo  for  you  long  ago  if  I had  thought  otherwise 
an’  I will  yell  if  i change  my  mind. 

I can't  remember  now  how  many  days  since 
oily  went  Into  a coma--nearly  two  weeks  ago.  ';'he 
end  Is  exp-^-cted  any  moment  and  we  have  evsTythinK  ready 
lists  of  people  to  inform  and  ail  that,  long  hard 
watch  for  everybody. 

I ' 11  find  out  the  standing  of  the  i'FB 
later  in  the  day  and  send  the  request  on  to  Leah. 

you  ARv  NO’j'  AT  kAULT  ANYV.'KKUv.  Pate  mainly. 
DON  1 WOUFY.  I'm  better  at  it  than  you  are  or  almost 
anybody  else  and  such  things  ought  to  be  taken  care  of 
by  an  expert  like  me. 


Hopefully , 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Jan.  30,  I960 


Dear  -“ert, 


I cannot  remember  now  Just  how  many  days 
It  has  been  since  Tolly  went  Into  a coma — two  weeks 
I think.  The  doctors  thought  she  could  not  last 
more  than  a few  da.ys,  but  this  mornlnp,  she  Is  still 
alive.  As  Helen  says,  she  is  walking  slowly  towards 
God.  Helen  is  sad  but  reconciled,  still  goes  to  the 
hospital  nearly  every  day,  and  ia  holding  up 
marvellously.  A pall  of  grief  rests  upon  the  entire 
circle  of  those  who  love  both  girls.  I cannot  say 
more . 


My  love  to  you  and  the  whole  family, 


Ill  Fl'th  Gt.,  Gar  ©n  City,  Sov  YorV. 
F4Dbruary  19  ^>0 


Daer  L»ah, 


'■fisLar Jfe>  whon  I talked  with  Robert  I^aruett 
about  tbft  cerlts  of  the  Katlonai  federation  for  the 
Rlind  I founl  that  there  can  bo  no  obj-’ction  t.o  ; r-. 

Mu rnhari ' H proposal  except  thet  with  '.  MV  alrnady  in 
Pralllo  an<’  free  to  the  blind  1'  wou.l^  aeeni  a pity 
to  sfond  80  ®uc'}i  effort  on  somathlng  that  In  really 
not  needed,.  Pr,  Zlemer  is  writing  you  about  it;  he  if. 
tha  one  to  conault  on  all  .lueriea  al>out  brailie 
trar.sc-'’l:d, Iona,  he  la  fanilllar  with  all  the  ranlf Icationa 
and  I fur.  not.  'ill  asked  me  to  return  Hr-' . Burnhaw' s 
latter  to  you  and  i do  ao  herewith. 

.ba  long  pad  watch  in  v,9ati)ort  continues. 

Helen  renalna  her  m-’gnlf leant  self  and  her  trusteee 
are  not  idia.  i hop-'a  you  will  hear  from  taeas  before  lonr,. 

Yver  youre, 


Mra.  Leah  hfiliabury 
23^  ’ est  hh  t. 

K?v  I'ork  36 
New  York 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Qarrten  City,  New  York 
February  2,  I960 


Dear  Mr.  Noyes: 


Yesterday  when  I talked  with  Robert 
B^.rnett  to  p;et  backp-.roiind  material  abou*  the  National 
Federation  for  the  Blind  before  vrlting  to  rielen  I 
found  that  Dr.  Ziemer  had  received  a letter  from 
Mrs.  ''allshury  about  the  same  matter;  and  since 
THF  FIRACLF  WORKER  is  already  in  Braille,  thus 
maklnfs  the  whole  question  somewhat  academic  I decided 
that  it  was  better  to  let  Dr.  Ziemer  take  care  of  it. 

Ke  has  all  the  information  at  his  finger  tips. 

I am  inclosing  a copy  of  the  letter 
that  Mr.  Gibson  sent  me.  You  will  see  that  it  has  no 
direct  connection  wllh  Helen,  bui  even  so,  in  the  old 
days  I would  have  telephoned  Polly  shout  it,  I am 
also  sending  a copy  of  my  letter  to  Mrs.  Salisbury.  She 
is  Mr.  Gibson's  agent. 

On  the  next  letter  that  comes  in  I 
will  follow  your  suggestion  and  write  Helen.  I don't 
know  when  this  will  be — there  are  no  commitments  out- 
standing, none  in  prospect. 

^'ery  sincerely  yours, 


Mr,  Jansen  Noyes  Jr. 
Hemphill  Noyes 
15  Broad  3t. 

New  York 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  QHrdftn  City,  N.v. 
ipehr'i  ry  4,  1^60 


roar  Fort, 

h~  lonp;  aad  watch  over  Folly  continues, 
’‘or  \ltallty  hae  always  been  one  tte  woniors  of 
the  world,  never  'Uoro  so  than  now,  I believe  the 
doctors  have  p.lven  up  predicting,  but  Vrs.  Corba  lly 
(when  she  baa  tiina)  will  give  you  niucb  xore 
accurate  Inform'  t Ion  than  I can.  Mrs.  is 

leaving  ihls  veeV.-en ' for  long  o- erdus  visit  to 
her  3ori  enC  his  family  In  Florida,  but  an  route 
she  will  teier/none  Arcan  ^Idge  every  s 'enlOK  end 
will  be  r(?ady  to  come  back,  at  an  In.stant's  notice. 
Ahe  is  leavine  everything  shlp-ahapf*,  otherwise  she 
would  not  -o.  When  I talked  with  her  yeot-erday 
afternoon  nhe  aaked  me  to  con' 'ey  her  apologl'^s  to 
you  for  not  having  written,  but  1 feel  that  you 
un<^eretsnd  the  situation  well  enough  to  make  such 
a;'ologl-»s  un'oecescary . 1 wish  I had  adequate  words 
to  i-ay  tribute  to  .cr  devotion  and  frs.  Corbally's 
an.d  to  t'.e  rest  of  the  household.  You  and  i.argaret 
are  seldom  ou‘  of  our  minds. 

Just  recont  ly  i.  have  almost  felt  that 
I was  In  Scotland.  After  rea^'ing  the  seventh  volume 
in  tre  Yale  oi-rles  of  ;?oDwell  ua.rers — BO''’’''’"-.!.  ’''OF 
KF  ^:E-'":NCF  which  dealt}  with  his  early  married  life 
and  th-'  bof-’innlng  of  his  law  career  In  Edinburgh — 

I hapfened'to  pick  up  iH  -'  KFA'^T  OF  Hi;ylJO"HI-.K  which 
has  much  of  th5  samo  background,  including  the  old 
Tolbooth  Jsll.  Ky  only  regret  is  that  the  two  books 
wore  not  Icl-t  In  Glasgow.  Are  tt  ere  any  books, 
fiction  or  non-fiction,  which  would  give  mo  a good 
plctiire  of  Ol-ocgow,  a city  in  wi  ich  for  obvious 
reasons  I am  very  much  Interested. 

'Ihla  to  you  an’  the  rest  of  lh'‘  f '•'Tilly 
with  love  and  sorrow. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Gar-ier]  City,  New  York 
Feb.  S,  I960 


Dear  Lenore, 


I don't  think  anyone  could  quite  realize  what 
a blockbuster  it  was  for  me  on  the  irornlnp;  of  Jan.  16 
when  I received  (special  delivery)  Helen's  letter 
repudlatlns  me,  but  you  more  than  most. 

furin^  the  summer  I became  aware  that  Folly 
was  developing/,  an  increasing  hostility  to  "HF  MIRACLE 
VORKFR.  I sympathized  with  her  because  I Icnaw  that  It  was 
unbearable  to  her  to  have  anything  Important  connected 
with  Helen  going  on  without  her.  In  her  half -mad  mind  she 
began  to  feed  Helen  with  just  what  sort  of  half -mad  lies 
I do  not  know.  At  any  rate,  her  final  gift  to  me  was  the 
destruction  of  Helen's  confidence  in  me.  Helen  has  refused 
to  see  me  and  so  I am  cloudy  on  details. 

I had  lunch  with  Mildred  and  her  daughter 
Katharine  when  they  were  here.  I don't  know  how  much  of  this 
Mildred  knew',  anything.  She  said  lielen  was  very 
disturbed  and  uncommunicative.  I was  liadlot  enough  to  think 
that  she  was  disturbed  about  Polly  and  of  course  she  was. 

'^he  did  no"  prejudice  Mildred  and  Katharine  against  TM>' — 
they  loved  it  and  Katharine  wrote  a most  enthusiastic 
article  about  It  for  her  paper  after  she  got  back  to  Alabama. 
This  was  the  first  time  since  Teacher’s  death  that  Mildred 
had  had  Helen  to  herself  and  I know  that  the  tv.’o  sisters 
enjoyed  being  together.  Mildred  will  come  back  If  Helen  needs 
her  and  I think  Helen  and  the  nurse  Mrs.  Corbally  will  go 
to  Montgomery  as  soon  as  the  end  comes  for  Folly. 

Tolly  went  Into  a coma  tw’o  or  three  weeks  ago 
and  the  doctors  gave  her  only  a few  more  days,  but  she  Is 
still  alive  and  the  doctors  have  given  up  predlctlng--shs 
may  last  for  weeks.  Plelen  Is  reconciled,  says  Folly  is 
walking  slowly  towards  God  and  she  looks  forward  to  the  time 
when  Folly  will  be  smiling  down  upon  her  from  above. 

Helen’s  trustees  have  takvsn  over  In  all  departments. 
One  of  them  et  least  la  a very  good  man,  but  Helen  is  left 
without  an  intimate  friend  and  I see  breakers  and  ahai  shoals 
ahead.  So  do  the  trustees  and  now  they  want  to  patch  up 
things  between  Helen  and  me.  It  may  bn  too  late,  but  I will 
of  course  a3.ws.y8  do  all  I can  for  her. 

1 do  long  for  the  comfort  of  your  presence — 

I still  haven't  lost  the  numbness  that  settled  upon  me  the 
morning  I got  the  latter.  I'll  keep  you  In  touch  with 
developments  as  they  occur. 


Meantime  my  love, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
February  9,  I960 


Dear  Mrs.  Fairchild: 


Thank  you  for  keeping  me 
In  touch  with  the  progress  of  the  article 
about  the  garden.  I am  sending  your  note  to 
Miss  Keller,  for  of  course  it  is  she  who  must 
make  the  decision  about  the  signature. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Keith  Kenney 


Mrs.  B.  Tappen  Fairchild 
955  Lexington  Ave. 

New  York  21 

N.Y. 


Feb.  9,  I960 


Vir^jinla: 

’ el CO me  hooel  I hope 
you  both  came  back  -i^alrly 
bursting  v.'ith  health  and 
vigor. 

From  now  on  pl'^ase  send 
co!-y  es  veil  as  Braille  to 
Arcan  Fidge.  All  “^hls  batch  on 
my  bill  of  course. 

"hings  rot  too  good  in 
Connecticut . 


Qar<l«n  City,  r<»b.  9,  I960 


of  H*l«no, 

I Ha  Inclosing  a note  that  1 received 
yesterday  froo  Mrs.  Julia  Fairchild  and  a copy  of  my 
reply  this  morning.  Ihe  "article"  by  you  to  which  she 
refers  le  hardly  an  article,  only  a paragraph  or  so  of 
appreciation  which  you  wrote  her  after  you  and  Polly 
visited  the  Fairchild  garden  back  in  19^0  or  19A1,  At 
that  time  Krs.  Fairchild  had  in  mind  a booklet  about  the 
garden,  which  la  now  part  of  the  great  Audubon  Nature 
Center  near  Greenwich,  Connecticut;  you  gave  her  the 
appreciation  to  use  as  a foreword.  Her  plan  never  came  to 
fruition,  but  she  never  gave  it  up.  vhat  she  hopes  now 
is  that  the  Audubon  Nature  Center  will  bring  out  a 
pamphlet  well  Illustrated  with  photographs,  including 
snapshots  of  you  and  Jolly  on  the  day  of  your  »s  visit, 
photographs  of  the  garden  and  of  "i/ncle  Pennie,"  the  donor 
of  the  Fairchild  tract.  I think  it  quite  doubtful  that 
anything  will  be  done,  for  the  pamplet  will  be  expensive 
and  the  Audubon  Nature  Center,  like  all  other  conservation 
groups,  is  hard  up  for  money,  but  it  is  i^oeslble  that  Mrs, 
Fairchild  will  finance  it  herself.  In  any  case  she  will 
make  no  profit  out  of  it.  My  feeling  about  your  slgpsture, 
for  what  it  is  worth,  is  that  its  reproduction  would 
emphasise  the  use  of  your  name  in  a field  outside  that  of  your 
special  interest  in  the  blind,  the  deaf,  and  the  deaf-blind, 
and  I know  you  have  always  wanted  to  avoid  this. 


om^hoM  within  th«  Xft.t  w««,k  or  two  l hav«  foun^ 
mymnlf  turning  to  tha  Scottish  books  i hav*  in  tha  house. 
InstlneUvsiy  I think  bacauss  th«y  bring  ae  clossr  to  ioUy. 

I began  with  '.i.  Mitapt  MinUJTHlAli.  ana  how  i thought  of 
oily  as  1 read  about  Jsanls  Dsans  as  shs  walkefl  froa 
S^lnburgh  to  tonflon  to  bag  the  Duka  of  Argyls  to  hslp  bar 
savs  the  life  of  her  sister,  and  her  coapoeure  an<^  eweetnesa 
and  good  aense  whan  the  *Xike  led  her  Into  the  presence  of 
vUeen  Caroline  where  she  male  a plea  ao  moving  that  the  nueen 
could  not  deny  It,  After  that  l turned  to  John  Buchan's 
11' e of  Sir  Waltsr  .‘Jcott,  and  here  again  was  folly.  After 
Fir  Walter's  stroke  In  Feb.  Iti30  (one  hundred  and  thirty 
years  ago:)  almoet  his  first  words  were,  "well,  be  it 
what  It  win.  1 can  stand  It."  How  like  fnlly's  "I’ll  see 
It  through,"  this  is*  ?lndred  spirits  these  two.  and  gallant 
fighters  to  the  end. 


My  love  always.  Sella 


Ill  Fifth  et.,  Qftrdan  City,  York 

’•bruary  10,  1560 


leap  Tiob, 


Th«  Nash  BuPE«r  raquast  for  rsprlnt  rights  to 
rielen's  article  "Ihres  fays  to  Saa"  shoulfS  b»  refarrad  to 
!)oubl«day  A Co.,  575  Madison  Ave.,  Na»(  Xork  22,  the 
latter  being  addressed  either  to  Ken  McCormick,  Chief 
Editor  or  simply  to  Permissions  Dept,  Doubleday  should 
also  have  all  requests  for  excerpts  from  THE  STOPY  OF 
KT  afS,  MIDSTREAM,  KELFJJ  3 JOv^RSAL,  UCT  OS 

HAVE  FAITH,  and  TEACHFR,  Requests  for  passages  from 
OPTIMISM  should  go  to  Thomas  Y,  Crowell  and  the  Swedenborg 
Foundation  should  be  consulated  about  those  asking  for 
reprints  from  MY  REUGIOS.  Helen  herself  now  owns  the  rights 
to  IHF  WORLD  I LIVT2  IN. 

The  above  paragraph  doesn't  cover  everything. 
Requests  come  in  to  quote  from  Helen's  speeches  and 
casual  articles  which  have  never  been  reprinted  and 
sometimes  for  thlrigs  she  never  said  or  wrote,  but  which  sound 
like  her.  I have  always  considered  these  Individually  as 
they  appeared.  I do  not  know  a formula  that  will  cover 
everything  that  Helen  has  written  during  the  last  seventy 
years,  but  any  Information  I have  la  at  your  service 
whenever  you  wish  to  call  upon  me. 

All  good  wishes. 

Ever  sincerely. 


Mr.  M.  Robert  Barnett 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  Inc. 
15  West  16  at. 

New  York  11,  N.Y, 


cc  Mr.  Jansen  Noyes  Jr. 


i’lfth  i!t«f  QApdAn  Cltji  W<*w  York 
■ •bruary  10,  Ui60 


:««r  Tiob, 


Th«  Hash  Bupgsr  rsqusst  for  rsprlnt  rights  to 
islsn's  aptlcls  "ihrss  rays  to  Sas*  should  bs  rofsrrad  to 
Ooublsday  & Co.,  575  {'■adlson  Ava.,  Haw  York  22,  tha 
lattar  balng  adlrassad  olthar  to  Ean  McCorcalck,  ailaf 
Sdltor  or  simply  to  Parmisslons  Dapt,  Doubladay  should 
also  hava  all  raquasts  for  axcarpts  from  THX  STOP!  OF 
MY  LI?S,  MlDeiH'--AK,  HKLrn  KTiJLKfT  n JO  TOAL,  LKT  m 
HAVE  FAITH,  and  TEACHER.  Raquasts  for  fassagos  from 
0PT1HI3H  should  go  to  ;bo«a8  Y,  CroKall  and  tha  rvadanborg 
Fosm’atlon  should  ba  consulatad  about  thosa  asking  for 
raprints  from  HY  rFJJCGlOH.  halan  harsalf  nov  owns  tha  rights 
to  THE  VOELD  I a--X  IK. 

Tha  abova  paragrafh  doasn't  eovar  avarythlng. 
Raquasts  coma  In  to  quota  from  halan's  spaachas  and 
casual  artlclaa  which  hava  navar  bean  reprinted  and 
'somatlmas  for  things  she  never  said  or  wrote,  but  which  sound 
Ilka  her,  I have  always  oonaldared  these  Individually  ss 
they  appeared,  I do  not  know  a formula  that  will  cover 
everything  that  Helen  has  written  during  the  last  seventy 
years,  but  any  information  I have  is  at  your  service 
whenever  you  wish  to  call  uron  aa. 

All  good  wishes. 

Ever  sincerely. 


Hr,  M.  Robert  ramatt 

American  Foundation  for  tha  Blind  Inc, 

15  kest  l6  dt» 

Kaw  York  11,  N.y. 


cc  Hr.  Janaan  Poyas  Jr 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
Feb.  11,  I960 


^i0ar  Bill, 


Neither  Keith  nor  I see  anything  Inaccurate 
or  objectionable  In  your  preface  to  Dlnny  and  TMW — 
quite  the  contrary.  We  both  enjoyed  it  very  much. 

Glimmers  of  light  sometimes  flicker 
in  this  dark  tunnel  that  I am  traversing,  I will 
let  you  know  when  the  end  comes  In  sight.  I don't 
see  how  it  can  last  much  longer. 


Ill  Firth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
St.  Valentine's  Day,  I960  || 


Dearest  Nancy  and  Kit, 


The  11th  was  a completely 
happy  dayl  Fifteen  of  us  sat  down  to  the  table, 
nice  things  were  said  about  Keith,  Kit's  name 
lit  up  the  room  like  a Christmas  tree  when  the 
telegrams  were  announced  and  there  was  a fine 
afterglow  from  yours  and  Ann's  and  the  others. 

The  boys'  final  brainstorm  on  the  present  was 
a little  Jewel  of  a transistor  radio,  which  was 
exactly  right.  Keith  and  I will  both  have  fun 
with  It,  especially  In  New  Hampshire,  ’flhen  we 
came  home  thirty  beautiful,  fragrant  red  roses 
were  waiting  to  make  the  house  resplendent;  they 
are  still  doing  It.  They  came  anonymously, 
addressed  to  me,  and  so  I am  breathing  out  anonymous 
thanks  to  the  whole  world. 

Mrs.  Corbally  said  that 
she  was  sure  that  Folly  recognized  her  on 
Friday  1 Helen  remarkably  well.  Otherwise  no 
special  news--I  will  send  what  comes,  good  or 
bad . 


Meantime  ray  great  love  and 

thanks  to  you  both. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Feb.  16,  I960 


Dear  Bert, 


As  soon  as  I pot  your  letter  I went  stralphtaway  to 
our  village  library  where  I was  lucky  enough  to  find  two 
books  by  Guy  McCrone,  RED  PLUSH,  a trilogy  about  the 
Moorhouse  family,  and  THE  HAYBURN  FAMILY,  which  Is  really 
a continuation  of  the  story.  I have  been  completely 
Immersed  in  the  characters  and  the  city — what  strength 
and  vitality  on  all  sides.  I do  not  believe  that  we  have 
in  our  own  country  so  vivid  a portrayal  of  the  rise 
of  great  Industrial  city,  though  there  Is  plenty  of 
!nat©riftl»  coast  to  coast.  RED  PLUSH  bsglns  in  lc370| 
ends  In  1900  when  THE  HAYBURN  FAMIIY  takes  over.  The 
three  parts  of  RED  PLUSH  are  called  The  City,  The 
Philistines,  and  The  Puritans;  this  makes  me  wonder 
If  It  is  not  the  same  as  WAX  FRUIT.  So  often  there  Is 
a seachange  In  title  when  a book  crosses  the  Atlantic. 

I shall  see  my  bookseller  this  morning  to  learn  what 
else  I can  get  by  Mr.  McCrone.  Meantime  I am  very 
grateful  to  you  for  Introducing  me  to  him. 

To  my  long-continued  grief  about  Polly 
another  grief  has  been  added.  Last  Friday  my  brother  s 
first  grandchild,  a little  boy  two  years  old,  was  ^ 
killed  In  a senseless  tractor  accident  on  his  father  a 
cattle  ranch  In  Montana. 

I hope  all  goes  well  with  you  and  your 
family — I need  good  news  from  some  direction. 


Affectionately  always. 


Garden  City,  Feb.  29,  I960 


Deareat  Helen, 

Klsa  Rlngeley  called  uno  the  other  evening  to 
eay  that  In  rummaging  through  her  things  the  had  come  acrooe 
some  quite  cbartulng  pictures  of  the  horseback  rides  that  all 
of  you  had  had  In  California  while  DELI'  EPAKCE  was  in  the 
making.  She  thought  they  ought  to  be  preserved  and  asked  me 
whflt  she  should  do  with  them  and  1 told  her  to  send  them  to 
the  Foundation  after  Evelyn’s  return  from  Florida.  Ihere  they 
available  to  you  or  to  anyone  else  who  may  want  them. 

I also  asked  her  to  write  on  the  backs  of  the 
pictures  tho  names  of  everyone  who  appears  In  them.  In  19<E-5 
when  I made  the  rounds  of  the  photograrhlc  agencies  In  Kew  York 
for  fresh  lllustrationp  for  your  book  about  Teacher  I found 
that  sofflo  of  the  pictures  of  you  were  mislabel led.  In  one 
the  old  confusion  between  you  and  Annette  Kellormcnn  was 
perpetrated,  with  Annette  In  her  famous  bathing  suit  marked 
with  your  namel  I think  no  celebrity  of  her  time  is  more 
thoroughly  forgotten  today  and  the  present  young  generation 
would  accept  a without  question  a photograph  of  Annette  as 
a photograph  of  Mary  Garden  or  almost  a>iy'body  elee.  I corrected 
these  errors  wherever  I found  them  and  the  agencies  were 
grateful,  but  for  some  years  nov;  I have  found  a KRKSxlky 
security  In  referring  all  requests  of  photographs  of  you  to 
the  aFB  where  no  such  fantastic  mlx-up  would  be  possible. 

nur  hearts  are  still  heavy  from  the  tragic 
death  of  Robert’s  first  grandchild,  little  Peter,  two  years 
old. 


Hy  love,  Nella 


'ULA-^SiJly. 


HinDTq^  AK^^ICA 

by 

"olAn'^  Vi«llfl  bobbins  Knfl  -v«n  Jon«« 


B«cauo*  of  your  IntsrAst  In  archaeology  in  Ur,  th*  city 
of  Abrahac,  aleewharet  I want  to  tall  you  aoeethlng 
about  A raaaricabla  arehaaologlst  in  our  own  country. 

Hla  notta  Is  »^olani^  Vella  bobbins.  His  for®al  education 
stopped  at  the  end  of  the  first  year  in  high  school  and 
he  bacaae  a house  p&inter*  wlCow-waanar,  and  ganersl 
handy  Tsan  in  the  neighborhood  of  Concord,  Mass,  vithout 
any  thou#^it  of  archaeolofty  he  became  seriously  interested 
in  the  rich  historical  past  of  the  hoas  of  ^werson  and 
horeau  and  the  Alcotts  and  because  of  this  he  was  invited 
to  the  weaorlal  services  on  July  4,  19A5»  to  coaffloaorats 
the  htmdredth  anniversary  of  thoraau' e first  day  of 
residence  in  his  cabin  on  Valdan  Pond, 

Tha  vleltors  that  day  gathered  around  a calm  of  stonas 
which  was  supposed  to  aark  the  site  of  the  cabin.  Pronson 
Alcott  had  laid  the  first  stones  In  1872,  but  even  as  he 
laid  them  down  a dispute  was  in  progress  as  to  whether  he 
was  putting  then  in  the  right  place.  Ihis  dispute  was 
already  more  than  70  years  old,  for  the  cabin  had  been  moved 
to  a bean  field  soon  after  Thoreau  left  it.  The  wilderness 
reclaimed  the  sltej  a hundred  years  later  it  was  nearly  as 
well  hidden  ae  if  it  had  belonged  to  one  of  the  ancient 
cities  of  Keeopotamia. 
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Everyon,  knew  that  tha  foundation  atone,  of  tha  chlnnay  v.r. 
left  bahlnd  whan  tha  cabin  want  to  tha  baan  flaid;  thay  ware 
at  111  exactly  where  "horaau  had  put  then,  but  where  wa. 
ihatr  ome  one  would  hare  to  dl«  to  find  out.  ihle  was  a bl« 
challenga,  but  Hr.  Kobblne  who  had  never  ao  nuch  a.  duR  up 
a Anrden  plot  accepted  U.  Becau.e  he  had  to  continue  to  make 
hl»  llvlne  washing  windows  and  painting  houaas  h.  could  work 
only  on  holidays  and  wa  during  hla  slack  season. 

Ks  did  not  begin  with  a shovel,  he  began  In  the  library, 
reedlne  '•AL^Sii  and  Ihoreeu's  Journals  and  consult  Ing  archives. 
He  learned  the  exact  alee  of  the  bouse«-10  ft.  wide,  15  ft, 
long,  with  two  big  windows  and  a brick  fireplace.  It  cost 
*horeau.  as  you  nay  re.7.ember,  ^28.12^  (I  don’t  know  how  the 
half  cent  got  tterejj  four  dollars  of  this  went  for  a 
thousand  seoon.^-hand  bricks  for  the  fireplace,  (nne  of  these 
bricks  Is  now  enshrined  In  a aussiia  In  India.  The  dhoreau 
. oclsty  presented  It  to  the  Indian  Ck>vern»ent  where  It  is 
asrkod  with  a plaque?  ’•This  brick  helped  to  build  the  house 
of  j-enry  David  ihoreau,  author  of  WAi.vJM  -^nd  Civil,  DISOB^DIJCHCE, 
a Dan  who  Inspired  Mahataa  Gandhi.) 

tor  ;!r.  Robbins  did  find  whnt  he  was  looking  for.  After  he 
finished  hla  library  work  he  Invented  a new  tool,  a stoel 
rod  4 ft,  long  with  a sharp  point  at  one  end  and  a cross-bar 
handle  at,  the  other  for  probing  into  the  earth  to  locate 
•olid  objects.  He  bought  a coapaaa,  canvas  gloves,  and  a 
shovel  and  with  this  simple  equipaent  he  began  the  career  that 
was  to  take  him  out  of  house  pelnting  and  window  washing  and 
sake  him  a full-time  archaeologist. 
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HlB  «qulr««nt  was  of  cours*  In  hie  ha««5.  H#  h*a 

and  ieaelnatlon  »nd  aa  h«  raconnolt«r<>d  th«  araa  h«  began 
alBost  to  think  with  rhoreau'e  «lnd,  on  one  of  his  ex,  edlilonn 
he  ran  across  three  small  pieces  of  old  red  brick  embedded 
In  the  surface  of  the  groi^nd;  and  since  Ihore&u  was  the  only 
person  who  htd  ever  carried  bricks  into  the  woods,  he  fslt  that 
he  was  Baking  proj^ress.  Ihls  was  the  place  where  he  began  to 
dig.  All  be  got  was  about  a hundred  brick  fragment s,  not  one 
of  which  was  big  enough  to  have  been  any  use  to  "boresu. 
Vhereupon  he  figured  that  'ihoreau  on  his  way  through  the  woods 
had  stunbled  and  dropped  a load  of  bricks,  vhen  he  ricked  theK 
up  he  didn't  bother  with  the  little  pieces  that  would  be 
no  good  to  fctlB.  At  any  rate  Jtr.  F^obblns  was  on  the  right  path 
through  the  woo-^e. 

re  did  eoae  aore  reconnolterlng,  checking  the  landscape  with 

Thoreau'a  descriptions  of  what  he  could  see  from  hie  cabin 

window,  ihen,  on  an  imaginative  hunch,  he  began  digging  on 

a hillside  epot  that  sonehow  seeisod  about  right.  ( "Dlgg,l«'iK’' 

is  not  a very  good  word,  for  an  archaeolOf>;l«t  really  eorajee 

scrapes  off  the  earth  In  layers  and  whsn  he  thinks  he  Is 

coming  to  something  fragile*  which  of  course  was  not  the 

case  here,  he  uses  a brush  Instead  of  a shovel  or  a trowel.) 

pleoss 

Here  he  found  several  thousand  j.txmm  of  brick  and  felt 
certain  that  he  had  found  the  place  where  "horeau  had  dumped 
his  bricks  to  clean  them  up  before  working  them  Into  his 
fireplace. 

re  had  to  welt  until  the  next  'Un'^ay  before  he  could  do 
sayxsnxexxmxk  come  back  for  more  investlgatlona.  he  chimney 
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foun'^atlon  h*<5  to  b*  com«wh«r«  n»op  th*  brick  pll«  and  ao 

h*  bof^an  to  prob#  in  tha  araa  nroun’  it.  Jnd«r  t,h*  atuaip 

blown 

of  ft  ble  pln#»  tpBft  which  had  Jttwn/down  in  lh«  1933  hurrlcnn* 
hft  Btrucic  a solid  obj90t«  but  by  this  11b«  his  '^ay's  work 
hft<5  cone  to  #m  ond  and  b«  h*d  to  wait  anothftp  w«ftk.  It  ehows 
how  cftr*ful  he  was  that  the  next  week  ho  brought  a stfttft 
forftBtep  with  him  to  new  off  a «*ctlon  of  the  otu»p  ao  they 
could  count  the  rings  to  find  out  how  old  the  tree  was  and 
to  thftlr  greftt  delight  learned  that  it  wee  83  years  old  when 
it  fell  in  1933,  which  o^ant  that  it  had  taken  root  about 
aight  years  a£!^lC  Ihoreau  had  left  the  pond'. 

Fro«  thla  jiolnt  on,  it  was  elraply  a (juoatlon  of  scraping 
and  digging,  bu*^  they  had  »o  go  deeper  than  they  thought. 

Not  only  had  a Mg  tree  had  ti«e  to  grow  over  the  site,  but 
wind  and  eroalon  had  depoftlted  two  feet  of  additional  soil 
over  the  srot.  In  due  couree  all  was  clear  and  today  rrknlte 
poate  aark  the  groimd  jilan  of  the  oahin  and  a flat  atone 
fro«  the  far«  where  Tboreau  was  born  11»b  over  the  foundation 
stones.  Cu»  into  this  flat  stone  is  a brief  explanation  of 
why  it  la  thers  and  this  line  from  kALr^JJf  "00  thou  ny 
Incense  uj^war'^s  fro«  this  hoo'“th.*' 

Ihe  whole  process  eesas  logical  and  siapla  as  ono  reads  it 
over,  but  no  one  before  V-.r»  Robbins  had  been  able  to  locate 
the  chinney  foundation  and  his  fan**  spread  aoiong  archeologists, 
he  was  next  called  to  the  old  town  of  Saugus,  Maas.,  about 
10  miles  north  of  x3oston.  ^ere  the  job  was  to  locate  the 
site  of  an  ironworks  which  was  established  around  1646  to 
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aaka  tools  and  utanalls  for  th«  sari;  nsttlsrs.  ~hls  alt#  was 
burlsd  unr*«r  300  ysars  of  accumulation.  Instead  of  100  jsars 
as  at  Concord,  but.  hs  used  ths  same  naihods,  first  books 
and  archives,  Isarnlnis  how  ths  natural  bog  iron  was  osfaratsd 
from  tns  ors  at  that  ;arlod  and  *a^‘s  into  useful  objects, 
locating  the  rsoords  of  ths  ironaaatsr  and  flaling  out  how 
aany  men  he  had  oaplojad,  and  tinan  thinking  hlasslf  back  into 
ths  aind  of  ths  lronnnst8r.Miasai:f.s(  After  ha  had  found  what 
h«  thought  (oorrsotlyj  was  ths  sits  h«  had  to  uao  nschanical 
squlpmsnt  for  ths  Mugh  digging.  Hs  want  down  ft.  befors 
h«  locatsd  ths  fotmdatlon  th*  old  watsrwhaol,  ao  grsat  had 
bssn  ths  ncc'.jmul»tloo  of  river  sill  and  erodsd  soil.  He  and  his 
co-wor;:sra  no*  only  found  the  rBrnalns  of  tbs  old  tsochlnsry,  but 
also  old  spoons,  p;un  barrels,  buHst  molds,  iron  ,x»ts  aad 
ksttles,  fishing  spears,  etc.  "'ho  odv?sst  thing  of  ail  to  «s 
was  s rswtsr  nipple  for  a baby's  bottle,  a hard,  uncoB/roalslng 
objsct.  I think  that  baby  Bust  liavo  grown  up  to  be  a stoic. 

Ihsy  Iscrnsd  ths  charactsrlstlcs  of  ths  various  itsas 
nanufacturod  at  F.augus  and  by  coaparlng  then  with  itsasa  froa 
othsr  digs  wars  abis  to  trace  the  old  trading  routes,  not 
only  with  other  aottiors,  but  with  ths  Indians  in  soats  of  whose 
mounds  as  far  away  as  .'Irglnia  objects  froa  «augua  have  been 
unearthed . The  old  Ironworks  have  bean  accurately  rsstorsd, 
thus  supplying  a mors  vivid  dsscrlptlon  than  any  book  could  give 
of  how  our  ancestors  got  thslr  rota  suj'^  kettles. 

one  success  lad  to  another  and  Mr.  Robbins  was  next  called  to 
Quincy,  Kasa.,  to  locate  the  old  firalntrss  Ironworks,  after 
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thl«  was  acco«i>ll«h#tf  b«  w«nl  farihar  afi«l<5,  to  tho 
plantation  in  Virginia  callad  J-'hadwall  wh«r«  hosas  Jeffaraon 
was  toorn  in  17*3  wbar*  aa  a boy  ha  had  tJraamad  of  having 

a >-c»«  on  th«  llUl®  »o  mtaln  naarhy  which  aftepwards  ha  oansd 
'ontlcallo.  Tha  hou««  at  ^hadwall  had  buroad  In  1770  and  tha 
land  on  which  It.  etood  had  baan  plowad  and  plantad  for  «nny 
yaars*  Again  I',r«  nobbinn  atudiad  tha  racorda  an*  tha  tarraln 
and  finally  narrowed  down  tha  araa  of  aaaroh  to  a plot  aoaawhat 
larger  than  an  acre — perfectly  flat  and  undlatlngulahad  by 
XandnariCs.  Ka  hired  a {.4>et<*hola  digger  and  laid  a chaeicarboard 
pattern  over  the  area,  uair«  576  atakea!  Than  ha  and  hie  worka-n 
began  to  Bcrape  off  thr  aquaree  o*  tho  grid.  Rifting  the  earth 
ae  they  rrograaaedx  and  finding  hand-ttuide  nails,  fragaenta  of 
hand-Bi.de  glaee,  broken  clay  ripaa,  and  baat  of  all  a big 
place  of  an  Iron  bock  for  a fireplace.  Pecause  of  the  deolgn 
eobotaed  on  tha  back  an  expert  in  heraldry  w«e  atle  to  to 
date  it  as  having  been  tt-ade  in  Oreai  hrltein  wMl»»  the 
American  Colonies  were  still  loyal  to  the  mother  country. 

Other  artifacts  of  tho  Haea  period  ware  foun^'  in  tha  came  area 
an^  after  much  wore  diligent  v'ork  Mr,  Pobhlns  wa#  atla  to 
■ark  the  ground  plan  of  the  original  houne  and  cutbulldlngs. 

Now  they  can  bo  recto red. 

At  proaent  ;,r.  PotblriR  is  digging  on  the  ait  a of  tha  old 
hlllpaa  ganor  on  the  Hudson  wt»ere  tha  purpose  la  to  uncover 
the  way  of  life  of  the  very  first  Dutch  settlers,  before  the 
great  :alpoons  moved  In  to  taka  over,  Ve  know  a lot  about  how 
the  rtatroona  lived,  but  very  little  about  th»  real  pioneers 
in  this  area.  Kr,  bobbins  is  also  called  in  ae  consultant  on 
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oth«r  project*  an<l  h«  mnny  l«ctur*«  to  onthuaiastie 

groups  of  ansatours  an.'!  profosslonals,  thus  strsngthsnlng 
ths  Ariadna  thraad  which  binds  us  to  our  past.  It  hns  basn 
a numbor  of  yaars  now  sines  ha  has  washod  a window  or 
paint ad  a houno. 

ihat  Jajanesa  boob  that  I wrots  you  about  sotB«  tliae  ago  tumsd 
out  to  b«  * big  dlssrpolntaisnt.  You  and  folly  could  toll  ths 
author  «ors  about  Japan  then  hs  could  tall  you.  In  fact  I 
had  alrsady  loamod  aoro  from  th*  two  of  you  than  1 havo 
Isamsd  from  his  467  pages, 

Hy  levs  always,  }?slla 


Garden  City,  Mar.  3,  I960 


Dearest  Helen, 

Last  night  In  the  rcagazlne  Nucleonics  (one  of 
Keith's)  I ran  across  a descrl.tlon  of  a fine  piece  of 
work  In  the  use  of  an  irradiated  isotope  of  cobalt.  Cobalt 
isotopes  are  used  in  the  treatment  of  cancer,  but  the 
problem  here  was  different,  though  scarcely  less  Important, 
and  Its  solution  will  have  beneficent  effects  around  the 
world. 

The  specific  Job  was  to  elirnln.ate  the  ravages 
of  the  screwworm  fly  from  the  herds  of  cattle  over  a vast 
area  of  Florida.  The  v female  of  this  hateful  little  red- 
eyed fly  lays  its  eggs  In  any  open  wound  in  any  warm-blooded 
animal.  The  eggs  hatch  out  into  tiny  larvae  (these  are  the 
scrawworms)  which  bore  into  the  living  flesh  where  they 
feed  voraciously  for  four  or  five  days,  then  drop  to  the 
ground  and  after  pupation  develop  into  flies  and  atx  start 
ths  whole  cycle  over  again.  Small  as  the  screwworms  are 
they  can  kill  a full-grovTi  steer  in  ten  days  and  in  the 
ooutbeastern  states  alone  they  cause  something  like 
*20,000,000  worth  o-f  damage  a year  to  the  livestock  producers. 
(And  such  a horrible  death  for  the  poor  beasts'.) 

The  ordinary  methods  of  control  like  spraying 
were  not  much  help.  They  would  give  the  animal  immunity 
for  only  a few  days,  after  which  they  would  be  reinfected 
by  flies  from  the  unsprayed  creatures  in  the  woods  rabbits, 
deer,  raccoons,  etc.  Even  a small  scratch  is  enough  to  give 
admission  to  the  screvrworm' s eggs.  I have  heard  of  j'overty- 
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people  in  the  South  being  Infected  by  IhiiBi  ecrowworms  (the 
doctors  have  to  dig  them  out)  but  on  the  whole  they  are  harmless 
to  human  beings.  They  don't  bite. 

The  new  method  of  attack,  Invented,  by  some  genius 
In  e laboratory  whore  name  I do  not  know,  vac  to  sterilize 
the  male  files  and  set  them  free,  .“llllons  and  millions 
of  sterile  males  are  required  for  the  success  of  the  operation. 
So  a fly  factory  was  established  in  Seb^ing,  Fla.,  In  an  old 
alrplrne  hangar.  Two  floors  were  required  for  the  operation 
which  bftgf.n  when  three  million  fertll.o  flies  were  established 
In  a darkened  adult  colony  on  the  uprer  floor;  these  produced 
larvae  which  came  to  maturity  on  this  floor  and  then  dropped 
through  funnels  into  sand  trays  to  pupate.  The  cobalt 

irradiation  was  applied  to  the  pupae  two  days  before  the  adult 
files  were  due  to  appear  and.  when  the  flies  did  appear  they  were 
sexually  sterile. 

Full  production  capacity  in  the  factory  was  one 
hundred  million  files  a week*.  The  greedy  larvae  had  to  be  fed 
during  their  period  of  growth  to  the  pupa  stage  and  this  is 
what  they  consumed  in  a single  week:  40  tons  of  ground  meat, 
9,600  gallons  of  water,  4,500  gallons  of  beef  blood,  65 
gallons  of  plasma,  and  35  gallons  of  honey. 

Great  care  was  exercised  to  make  sure  that  no  fertile 
flies  escaped  from  the  factory.  All  employees  had  to  change 
their  clothes  and  take  a shower  before  they  left  work  at  the 
fcnd  of  the  day.  The  sterilized  files  were  flown  to  their 
designated  areas  In  small  airplanes,  each  plane  carrying  1000 
boxes  of  files.  FJectors  dropped  the  boxes  and  opened  them 
at  prearranged  distances  apart  so  as  to  give  adequate 
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cilBtrlbution  over  an  Immense  area.  Three  billion  eterlle 
flies  were  sent  forth  In  16  months  and  then  the  factory 
closed  down-“lts  mission  was  accoopllshed. 

But  this  is  not  the  end  of  fly  factories.  Others  will 
be  eatabliahed  elsewhere,  as  In  South  Africa  and  wherever  else 
the  problem  exists.  Belgium  la  now  trying  the  Bterilo-.iale 
method  r-o  eradicate  the  tsetse  fly  from  its  African  colonies, 
Hawaii  Is  trying  It  on  severr.l  dootructlve  species  of  fruit 
fly  and  the  United  Slates  and  Mexico  are  cooperating  In  maklna 
tests  to  sea  If  It  will  work  on  the  itsxlcan  SMXfticnifftjim  fruit 
fly  wnlch  causes  great  destruction  in  both  countries. 

Just  think  what  this  kind  of  research  can  do  to 
increan©  the  food  supply  of  a hungry  worldl  fomotlmes  I wish 
we  had  a uiagazlne  that  would  devote  itself  entirely  to  the 
meaningful  work  that  Is  going  on  around  us.  if  only  we  could 
make  the  politicians  SHIT"  UP  we  might  get  uoacewhere. 

Robert  is  driving  to  Sacramento  (fifth  time  he  has 
crosaed  the  continent  in  less  than  a year)  to  take  a Job 
with  a construction  company  which  is  putting  up  apartment 
houses  for  the  elderly,  a private  enterprise  to  supplement 
the  Government  activities  in  this  direction.  I am  glad  he 
Is  going  back  to  work,  sorry  that  the  job  ie  so  far  away. 

,-.y  love,  my  love,  l^ella 


Eliminate  Screwworm  Flies 


Sterile-Male  Method — Past  and  Future 

Aside  from  its  accomplishments  in  the  Southeastern 
U.  S.,  the  sterile-male  method  of  pest  eradication  has  had 
successes  elsewhere.  It  has  been  proposed  for  many 
problems  and  is  being  used  for  some  of  them. 

The  first  great  success  was  elimination  of  the  screw- 
worm  fly  on  the  island  of  Curasao  in  1954.  A pilot  test 
reduced  screwworm  incidence  by  70%  in  a 2,000-square- 
mile  area  of  Florida  in  1957  before  the  full-scale  attack 
was  launched. 

In  cooperation  with  the  government  of  Mexico,  the 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  done  some  promising 
research  work  with  this  method  against  the  Mexican 
fruit  fly. 

Belgium  is  working  on  a program  to  apply  the  sterile- 
male  method  to  eradication  of  the  tsetse  fly  in  its  African 
colonies,  and  a facility  in  Hawaii  is  directed  at  several 
fruit  flies.  The  females  mate  more  than  once,  but  the 
mathematics  of  the  method  show  that  if  sterile  males 
make  enough  eggs  sterile,  the  method  may  work  with 
such  insects  (2).  It  has  also  been  stated  that  such  pests 
as  small  rodents  might  surrender  to  this  kind  of  as- 
sult  (2). 


good  for  only  a few  days  to  a week  at  a time,  and  even  if 
you  clean  up  your  lierd  completely,  you  can  expect  rein- 
festation from  such  animals  as  deer,  raccoons  and  rabbits. 

Eradication  is  accomplished  by  causing  females  to  mate 
with  sterile  nudes  Afterward  the  female  lays  her 

sterile  eggs,  unaware  that  she  has  been  frustrated  in  hei 
natural  ]iurpose  and— appMcntly  satisfied;  she  does  not 
breed  a second  time. 

The  method  depends  for  its  success  on  rearing  and  steri- 
lizing adequate  numbers.  In  the  Florida  operation  this 
has  required  an  average  of  50  million  flies  a week.  A 
maximum  of  70  million  a week  was  reached,  and  fidl  plant 
capacity  was  100  million  a week.  a<.  | 

The  fly  factory  is  a converted  World  U’ar  II  B^l  7 hangar 
at  Sebring,  Fla.  It  measures  100  X 200  ft  and  had  oper- 
ations on  two  floors.  Tlic-ground-floor-is-Hhowirin  FigT  1. 
Three  million  fertile  flies  in  a darkened  adult  colony  pro- 
dviced  larvae,  which  came  to  maturity  on  the  upjier  floor 
and  dropped  through  funnels  into  sand  trays  for  jrupation 
in  the  pupae-holding  room.  Brrpation  recpiires  ~8  hr. 
After  that  pupae,  were  held  for  5.5  days  at  80°  F and  95% 
relative  humidity  to  mature. 

During  the  maturing  period  the  trays  remained  at  body 
temperature  and  moved  slowly  along  as  food  was  added 
and  waste  removed.  Food  re<iuirements  indicate  the 
magnitude  of  the  operation:  40  tons  of  ground  nmat,  0,000 
gal  of  water,  4,500  gal  of  beef  blood,  05  gal  of  plasma,  and 
05  gal  of  honey  were  reiiuired  each  week. 

Sexual  sterility  was  iiroduced  by  exposing  the  pu])ae  to 
8;000-r  of  Co«“  radiation  two  days  before  a|)i)earanc<'  of 
adult  flies.  Early  research  aiul  te.sts  showed  that  sterile 
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males  could  be  obtained  with  a dose  of  5,000  r while  ■ 
10,000  r had  no  adverse  effect  on  development  of  the  pupae- 
(S-5);  8,000  r sterilizes  the  females  among  the  released 

flies  as  well  as  the  males  to  assure  that  there  is  no  inad- 
vertent contribution  to  the  healthy  population. 

Elaborate  precautions  assured  that  none  of  the  fertile 
flies  escaped  from  the  fly  factory.  Those  included  changes 
of  clothes  and  showers  for  all  employees  as  they  left  work. 

Distributing  the  Flies 

Once  reared  and  sterilized  the  fl3'  battalions  traveled  to 
their  theatres  of  operation  in  small  Ges8na-172  airplanes. 
Each  plane  carried  1,000  boxes  of  flies  and  flew  for  5-6  hr 
each  day  over  prearranged  patterns  in  Florida  and  parts  of 
Alabama  and  Georgia. 

Pilots  flew  at  1,500  feet  while  insect  dispersers  loaded 
automatic  ejectors.  The  ejectors  dropped  the  boxes  and 
opened  them  at  a rate  that  dispersed  100-800  flics  to  each 
square  mile  of  terrain.  An  air-conditioned  station  wagon 
carried  flies  to  place's  that  were  hard  to  reach  1)3'  plane. 

To  relieve  anxieties  of  the  human  population,  each  box 
was  marked  to  indicate  the  harmlessness  of  box  and  con- 
tents. Screwworm  flies  don’t  bite  or  look  for  picnic  tables. 

Irradiators 

The  radiation  source  used  for  early  field  tests  was  a 
cylindrical  arrangement  of  Co®«  slugs  designed  and  built  by 
Oak  Ridge  National  Laboratory  (6).  This  source  w'as 
quite  satisfactory  and  .served  as  the  basis  for  an  irradiator 
of  greater  capacity  and  somewhat  more  uniform  field. ^ ^ 

Figure  2 shows  one  of  the  Co*''’  units  at  Seining.  1 hi 
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the  material  for  irradiation  during  a preset  time,  remove 
the  canister,  close  the  port  and  return  the  canister  to  the 
load  position. 

Manual  operation  is  also  possible  with  electrical  controls 
and  in  case  of  power  failure  hand  operation  bypasses  all 
controls.  Interlocks  prevent  driving  the  canister  against 
the  closed  port  or  opening  the  port  when  the  canister  is  not 
in  position. 

The  shielding  casks  and  handling  mechanisms  were  fabri- 
cated by  Knapp-Mills,  Inc.,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 

Safety 

Such  devices  have  an  obvious  disadvantage:  upon  open- 
ing the  port  there  emerges  a cone  of  fairly  intense  radiation 
(several  hundred  milliroentgens  per  hour).  This  requires 
considerable  vertical  clearance  and  relatively  light  con- 
struction to  minimize  scatter.  In  the  Sebring  installation 
the  eave  line  is  ~14  ft  higher  tlian  the  top  of  the  cask,  and 
the  roof  is  corrugated  aluminum  sheet  on  wood  framing. 

Personnel  exposure  has  not  been  a serious  problem  since 
the  general  radiation  level  is  ~2  mr/hr.  For  a fraction  of 


FIG.  2.  IRRADIATOR  has  ~600  curies  of  Co®®  in  8 flat  plates 

cobalt  is  in  2 X II  X 13-in.  stainless-steel-clad  flat  strips, 
produced  by  Brookhaven  National  Laboratory.  Eight 
source  strips  are  supported  in  a compartmented  double- 
walled  stainless-steel  can  with  an  effective  radius  of  ~3.5 
in.  This  array  gives  a cylindrical  volume  of  2.8  liters 
(^12.7  cm  radius,  18.3  cm  high)  over  which  the  dose-rate 
variation  is  ~10%. 

There  are  six  irradiators,  four  of  which  are  shown  in 
Fig.  3.  The  cobalt  loading  varies  from  540  to  660  curies 
in  each  irradiator  with  a total  of  3,600  for  the  six  units  (7). 
Average  dose  rate  varies  from  788  to  910  r/min.  To  take 
adequate  account  of  biological  variability,  possible  varia- 
tion in  the  physiological  pupal  age,  etc.,  exposure  times 
were  as  long  as  12-14  min. 

Irradiation  Procedure 

Operation  of  an  irradiator  is  essentially  automatic. 
Pupae  are  measured  by  volume  into  canisters  that  hold 
^18,000  each.  The  operator  attaches  the  canisters  to 
the  elevator-conveyor.  Then  automatic  controls  take 
over,  move  the  canister  into  position,  open  the  cover,  insert 


FIG.  3.  COBALT  ROOM  HAS  6 IRRADIATORS,  each  of  which 
P*rforms  IS-min  irradiation  automatically  once  operator  has 
inserted  canister  and  started  operation 


a second  during  insertion  and  removal  of  pupae  measured 
intensity  ol  scattered  radiation  at  the  operator’s  position 
is  12-20  mr/hr.  Film-badge  and  monitoring  records  indi- 
cate, however,  that  workers  usually  receive  less  than  50  mr 
per  week.  Special  circumstances  account  for  rare  expo- 
sures as  great  as  75  mr. 

Value  and  Cost 

In  1957,  its  most  successful  year  since  it  got  into  Florida 
in  1933,  the  screwworm  was  able  to  infest  an  estimated 
80-85%  of  all  cattle  wounds  in  the  state.  Wounds  are  not 
hard  to  find — punctures,  scratches,  wire  cuts,  brands,  fly 
bites  and  even  navels  of  newborn  animals. 

Losses  from  such  a rate  of  infestation  were  costing  810- 
million/year  in  Florida  and  S20-milliou/year  in  the  South- 
east. Shipment  of  infested  animals  and  natural  migration 
caused  further  loss  in  states  as  far  north  as  New  Jersey  even 
though  infestations  in  the  north  were  checked  by  winter 
weather. 

In  comparison,  Federal  appropriations  to  support 
elimination  of  the  fly  have  totaled  S6. 76-million.  The 
Florida  legislature  appropriated  S3-million  for  the  two- 
year  period  ending  in  June,  1960.  Substantial  amounts 
were  also  expended  by  the  states  of  Georgia,  South 
Carolina,  Alabama  and  Mississippi  in  support  of  the 
program.  Approximately  8425,000  went  to  remodel 
the  plant;  $584,000  went  into  equipment,  including  S106,- 
000  for  cobalt,  shields,  and  handling  and  control  mecha- 
nisms. Operating  costs  accounted  for  the  rest.  Exten- 
sive surveys  and  animal  inspection  are  still  being  conducted 
to  determine  the  effectiveness  of  accomplishments  and 
protect  the  region  from  reinfestation. 
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Irradiated  Males 


In  16  months  a fly  factory  in  a converted  airplane  hangar 
turned  out  three  billion  sterile  flies  to  eliminate  a costly 
menace  to  cattle  herds  of  Southeastern  ranches 

By  MERRILL  E.  JEFFERSON,  Deparlment  of  AyricxMurc,  Washington,  I).  C. 


T HANKS  TO  RADIATION,  Cuttle  herds  of  Southeastern  United 
States  are  no  longer  menaced  b.y  the  screwworm  fly.  A 
fly  factory  capable  of  producing  100  million  sterile  flies  a 
week  overwhelmed  the  natural  fly  population  with  sterile 
males,  raised  and  sterilized  in  captivity  and  then  released 
from  airplanes. 

So  successful  was  the  method  that  the  factory  discon- 
tinued production  last  November  14— mission  completed — 
several  months  ahead  of  the  anticipated  schedule.  Ap- 
propriations of  ~.S10-million  from  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment and  Southeastern  States  supported  the  effort  to 
eliminate  a pest  costing  Southeastern  livestock  producers 
an  average  of  S20-million  a j'ear. 

Life  of  the  Fly 

The  red-eyed,  blue-bodied  screwworm  fly  {GaUUroga- 
■hominivorax)  can  kill  a full-grown  steer  in  10  days.  The 
female  lays  its  eggs  in  any  open  wound  of  a warm-blooded 


animal.  The  eggs  hatch  and  tin}'  larvae  (sorewworins) 
burrow  into  the  wound  and  gouge  out  a pocket  in  the  flesh. 

After  they  have  lived  for  four  or  five  days  and  done  their 
damage  to  the  host  animal,  the  larvae  drop  to  the  ground 
and  develop  into  flies.  The  total  life  cycle  is  only  21 -2S 
days,  and  because  the  insects  are  subtropical,  a cold  winter 
kills  off  the  pests.  They  remain  a menace,  however,  when 
they  are  introduced  into  mild  climates  like  those  of  the 
southern  states,  the  West  Indies,  Mexico  and  South 
America.  The  flies  migrate  northward  each  season  or 
spread  by  movement  of  infested  animals.  They  can 
survive  the  winter  in  South  America,  Mexico,  Florida  and 
extreme  southern  parts  of  the  Southwest. 

Eradication 

Usual  methods  of  insect  elimination  are  not  good  enough 
for  the  screwworm  problem.  You  can  treat  all  domestic 
animals  with  ointments  and  sprays.  These,  however,  are 


FIG.  1.  GROUND  FLOOR  OF  FLY  FACTORY  is  where  pupae  develop  into  sterile  flies  after  hatching  on  floor  above 
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Power  Reactor  Fuels 


Current  Assignment  of  Fuel-Processing  Responsibility 


Idaho 

Shippingport  core 
Organic  Moderated 
Reactor  Experiment 
SM-1  (formerly 
APPR-1) 

Vallecitos 
Research  and  test 
reactors 


Hanford  Oak  Ridge 


Savannah 

River 


Dresden 

Enrico  Fermi 

Enrico  Fermi 

Yankee 

blanket 

core 

Shipping- 

Hallam  (CPPD) 

Chalk  River 

port 

N.  S.  Savannah 

reactors 

blanket 

Pathfinder 

Piqua 

Indian  Point 
Elk  River  (RCPA) 
Experimental  Boil- 
ing Water 
Reactor 

Foreign  research 
reactors 

(NRX,  NRU) 

containing  aluminum- complexed  fluo- 
ride. A modified  ammonium  fluoride 
process  will  be  used  for  EBWR  fuel. 
Other  fuels  will  be  processed  by  con- 
ventional methods.  Because  of  the 
diversity  of  available  facilities,  a major 
aim  of  the  Oak  Ridge  program  will 
be  determining  the  most  effective 
techniques. 

IDAHO 

Fuels  assigned.  Highly  enriched; 
bulk  of  load  (several  hundred  kilo- 
grams of  U^^VyO  he  aluminum- 
clad  U-Al  alloy  from  ~40  test  reactors; 
principal  power-reactor  fuels  will  be 
PWR  box-type  Zircaloy  assemblies, 
and  OMRE,  VBWR  and  APPR  stain- 
less box  assemblies. 

Handling,  dissolution.  A dry  cave 
is  equipped  to  cut  and  compress  fuel 
and  load  storage  buckets. 

Aluminum  fuels  can  be  dissolved 
batchwise  or  continuously  in  mercury- 
catalyzed  nitric  acid,  stainless-steel 
fuels  in  sulfuric  acid,  and  Zircaloy  fuels 
in  hydrofluoric  acid. 

Fuel  separation.  The  Idaho  Chem- 
ical Reprocessing  Plant  has  been 
recovering  highly  enriched  uranium 
for  about  6 j'r.  Only  slight  modifica- 
tions are  anticipated  for  fuels  involved 
in  this  program.  Redox  and  Purex 
processes  will  be  used  as  appropriate. 

Aluminum-alloy  fuel  solutions  can 
be  initially  extracted  with  hexone  or 
TBP ; stainless  and  zirconium  solutions 
are  first  treated  with  TBP.  The 
concentrated  uranium  product  stream 
is  fed  to  a Redox-type  process  (hexone 
solvent) . 

Provision  is  made  for  collection,  care- 
ful measurement  and  analysis  of  dissol- 
ver batches.  An  e.xtensive  statistical 
program  has  established  the  precision 
of  these  measurements. 

HANFORD 

Fuels  assigned.  Natural  to  3.4% 
initial  enrichment;  Zircaloy,  stainless 
or  aluminum  clad;  all  UOj  except  that 
from  Piqua  (U-Mo  alloy);  anticipated 
load  of  3H  tons  in  1901  to  50-00  ton/yr 
after  1964. 

Handling,  decladding,  dissolution. 
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A mechanical-handling  cell  will  provide 
tor  sawing,  shearing  and  inspecting 
elements. 

Chemical  decladding  is  presently 
planned  for  all  fuels — ammonium  fluo- 
ride-ammonium nitrate  for  Zircaloy, 
sulfuric  acid  for  stainless,  and  caustic 
soda  or  mercury-catalyzed  nitric  acid 
for  aluminum.  Core  material  is  then 
dissolved  in  nitric  acid;  ferric  nitrate 
may  be  added  to  retain  molybdenum 
in  solution. 

Fuel  separation.  The  Redox  plant 
will  be  used  for  decontamination  and 
plutonium  recovery.  Feed  solution 
will  be  accumulated  in  batches  large 
enough  to  permit  using  the  plant  for 
other  functions.  Use  of  the  Redox 
facility  gives  the  best  balance  of 
throughput  capabilities  to  load  and 
does  not  imply  that  the  Redox  process 
is  more  suitable  than  the  recently  in- 
stalled Purex  process. 

New  construction.  A new  building 
is  required  for  receiving  and  handling 
fuel-shipping  casks.  Also  needed  are 
equipment  for  the  fuel-storage,  me- 
chanical-treatment and  dissolving  fa- 
cilities and  a feed-solution  pipeline  to 
the  Redox  plant. 

SAVANNAH  RIVER 

Fuels  assigned.  Rod-  and  plate- 
type  Al-clad,  natural-uranium  fuel 
from  the  Chalk  River  NRX  and  NRU 
reactors;  zirconium-clad,  initially  25 %- 


enriched  U-10%  Mo  fuel  from  the 
Enrico  Fermi  Fast  Breeder  Reactor. 

Decladding  and  dissolution.  In 
the  case  of  Chalk  River  fuel,  aluminum 
cladding  will  be  removed  with  caustic 
and  uranium  will  be  dissolved  in  nitric 
acid  to  prepare  feed  for  the  conven- 
tional Purex  process. 

The  Fermi  fuel  consists  of  32-in.- 
long,  zirconium-clad  U-Mo  pins  with 
stainless-steel  wdre  spacers  and  locking 
bars,  contained  in  a stainless  housing. 
Subassemblies  ndU  be  charged  in  groups 
of  4 to  a stainless-steel  dissolver. 
Zirconium  cladding  will  be  dissolved  in 
very  dilute,  boiling  hydrofluoric  acid, 
and  the  U-Mo  alloy  will  be  dissolved  in 
nitric  acid  containing  aluminum  nitrate 
to  complex  the  fluoride.  Undissolved 
stainless  components  will  be  with- 
drawn in  the  fuel-charging  basket. 

Separation.  To  maintain  subcriti- 
cality while  processing  the  enriched 
Fermi  fuel,  the  extraction-process  feed 
solution  will  contain  no  more  than 
~7.5  gm/1  uranium,  at  this  concentra- 
tion, there  should  be  no  difficulty  keep- 
ing the  molybdenum  in  solution.  1. 
and  Pu  recovery  will  be  by  the  con- 
ventional Purex  process.  Contacting 
equipment  is  of  the  mixer-settler  type 
in  contrast  to  the  pulsed  perforated 
|)late  and  packed  columns  u.sed  at  other 
sites. 

♦ ♦ * 

This  article  in  based  on  a mt'etiiiy  st>oitsortd 
bi/  the  AEC  Division  of  Production  held  at 
Richland,  Wash..  Oct.  20  and  21.  1959 
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Garden  City,  ^?ar.  7,  I960 


Dearest  Helen, 

Yesterday  when  I was  soing  over  catalogs 
and  lists  to  make  out  my  orders  for  seeds  for  the  gardens 
on  Foss  Mt.  I came  across  what  was  to  me  a most  remarkable 
announcement,  namely,  that  an  outfit  in  California  has 
’'atom-blasted"  seeds  for  salel  I think  you  know  that  one 
of  the  chief  ways  in  which  scientists  are  studying  the 
effect  of  radiation  on  genos  is  by  planting  seeds  that  have 
been  irradiated.  3ome  of  the  results  have  been  very  surprising. 
The  big  Erookhaven  laboratory  hero  on  Long  Island  has 
developed  a carnation  which  bears  re^'d  and  while  flowers  on 
the  same  stalk,  an  effect  I do  not  care  much  for,  any  more 
than  I do  for  the  apple  trees  that  are  grafted  to  bear 
four  or  five  different  kinds  of  apples  on  the  same  tree.  The 
experiments  have  led  to  a better  kind  of  barley,  but  they 
have  also  led  to  grotesque  shapes  and  colors , '’arlous 
laboratories  are  busy  with  this  pioneer  work  and  now  the 
home  gardener  can  take  part  in  it.  I am  ordering  the  catalog 
and  when  It  comes  I expect  to  buy  a packet  of  flower  seeds 
for  myself.  I wonder  if  you  would  like  a packet  for 
experimentation  or  if  anyone  in  your  household  would  like  a 
packet.  Just  have  some  one  let  me  know,  olnce  the  catalog  has 
to  come  from  California  it  may  be  ten  days  or  so  before  I 
make  out  the  order.  Incidentally  the  seeds  are  harmless,  an 
important  point. 


My  love  always,  Nella 


Garden  City,  March  14,  I960 


Dearest  Helen, 

This  morning  I am  sending  Virginia 
Scharoff  an  article  on  desert  reclamation  in  Israel 
which  Keith  and  I found  very  thrilling.  We  think  you 
will  too  and  it  goes  to  you  with  our  love,  as  always, 


Nella 


Garden  City,  March  1^,  i960 


Dearest  Helen, 

This  morning  I am  sending  Virginia 
Scharoff  an  article  on  desert  reclamation  In  Israel 
which  Keith  and  I found  very  thrilling.  We  think  you 
will  too  and  it  goes  to  you  with  our  love,  as  always, 

Nella 


Garden  City,  March  lA,  i960 


Dear  Lenore, 


I'll  begin  with  Folly.  She  la  still  In  the 
Bridgeport  Hospital,  aware  this  morning  that  Helen  was 
with  her,  but  unable  to  speak.  Her  body  is  apparently 
in  quite  good  condition,  all  things  considered,  and 
there  is  no  tolling  hovr  much  longer  Uis  v.'lll  go  on.  I 
think  that  before  long  they  may  have  to  move  her  to  a 
sanitarium  bscaueo  there  Is  a state  law  against  keeping 
chronic  p^atlents  in  the  hospital,  but  this  has  not  yet 
been  determined.  Evelyn  Selde,  her  secretary,  has  been 
on  vacation  (long  overdue  and  greatly  deserved);  she  will 
be  back  on  Monday  and  I imagine  that  the  move  will  be 
given  attention  then. 

As  for  myself,  I don't  know.  I write  to 
Helen,  making  extracts  from  books  and  articles,  and  she 
seems  to  enjoy  them.  A quite  long  letter  about  this 
remarkable  archaeologist  Roland  Wells  (Viis  book  is  Hidden 
America)  she  read  aloud  to  the  nurse  Mrs.  Corbally,  Mu* 
saying  "This  is  so  interesting  I mutt  read  it  to 
you."  Mrs.  Corbally  insists  that  I must  not  worry,  that 
everything  is  going  to  be  all  right,  but  the  pain  of  it 
is  still  with  me  and  I still  do  not  know  what  steps  the 
trustees  Intend  to  take.  Helen  seems  to  be  quite 

well  and  in  good  spirits  and  mentally  alert,  but  Mrs. 
Corbally  alwaye  ends  by  saying,  "he  must  remember  that  she 
is  getting  old;'  by  which  I know  she  means  that  we  must  be 
prepared  for  almost  anything  to  happen  there  too. 

Helen  lost  a vfonderful  friend  whan  Adele 
Levy  died  on  Saturday  night,  in  fact,  everyone  of  us 
who  knew  her^  lost  a wonderful  friend.  I think  I told 
you  about  her,  she  was  the  daughter  of  Julius  Rosenwald, 
enormou8?.y  wealthy  and  with  n great  oense  of  respcnclblllty 
tovrards  her  money,  she  had  fun  doing  good  with  it,  and  was 
altogether  a most  enchanting  person.  Her  husband  David 
Levy  is  one  of  the  leading  child  psychiatrists  in  this 
country . 


The  red-winged  blackbird  has  arrived  from  the 
South  and  this  sets  us  thinking  about  our  own  migration, 
te  hope  to  get  off  very  early  in  May  end  we  hope  to  see 
you  very  soon  after  we  reach  Snowvllle. 

It  was  good  to  hear  from  you  and  you  may  rest 
assured  that  I will  let  you  know  when  there  is  a change 
at  Arcan  Ridge. 

Best  to  Sidney,  love  to  you. 


Ill  FU’th  3t,,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Marcn  15,  I960 


rear  xr.  Noyes; 


A f ov  woaka  af^o  i began  writing  Helen  for 
no  other  reason  than  that  I wanted  to  and  had  run  across 
aoiBothlng  that  I thought  would  Interest  her;  and  I have 
also  begun  again  to  cut  articlea  and  make  abstracts  of 
books  for  her.  She  la  apparently  enjoying  what  I send. 

I have  not  heard  from  her,  but  Hr«.  Corbally  tol*'  mo 
yeatorday  that  when  Helen  had  finished  a quit©  J.ong 
letter  that  I wrote  her  about  the  activities  of  the 
raaarkabla  Anerlctvn  archanologlot  P.oland  Vella  Robbins 
8he  exclaimed,  ”';^hl8  is  so  Intsreatlng  I must  read  It 
aloud  to  you.”  Naturally,  this  made  mo  very  hap.y  and 
I shall  continue.  I have  the  transcriber  send  the  original 
copy  to  Arcan  Kldgo  with  the  firnllle.  Mrs,  Corbally  had 
already  read  the  letter,  but  did  not  tell  Helen  so,  I have 
not  sent  you  carbona  of  the  lotte’-o  because  I truly  do  not 
like  to  bother  you  and  In  those  no  decisions,  no  questions 
of  policy  are  involved.  For  ny  ovn  corjiffort  I aa  hnvlng 
all  coats  of  the  transcription  for  which  I am  resfonalble 
charged  to  xe. 


I have  not  deroslted  any  of  yj'^AChE 
WORKER  checks  since  I talked  with  you.  shall  I continue 
to  1st  them  accumulateT 

^'sry  alncnreiy  yours, 


Mr,  Jansen  Noyes  Jr. 
Hecphlll  Sc  Noyes  Co. 
15  Broad  St. 

New  York 

M.Y. 


Garden  City,  Mar.  15,  I960 


.'.learest  Helen, 

1 wish  you  could  see  the  way  the  appreciations 
of  Adele  are  piling  up  In  the  obituary  columns  of  the  New 
York  'ilmofl— nearly  50  thus  far,  from  groups  and  organizations 
Which  are  indebted  to  her  and  are  now  ’aying  tribute  to  her 
unselfishness,  bumanity,  generosity,  nobility,  beauty,  and 
wisdom.  Ihe  limes'  own  article  about  her  is  so  lovely  that 
I think  you  may  want  it  transcribed  if  It  hasn't  already  been 
done.  Mrs.  Corbally  could  send  it  to  Mrs.  Pcharoff  or.  If  she 
doesn't  have  a copy  and  will  let  me  icnow  1 will  take  care  of 
It. 

It  po  happened  thet  a few  nights  ago  I was 
reading  Henry  James*  tribute  to  Turgenev,  one  of  the  most 
beautiful,  I think,  that  one  great  nan  ever  paid  to  another. 

It  cams  back  to  my  mind  when  I read  the  headline  about  Adele, 
it  expresses  so  exactly  what  I fait  about  her,  Rubstltutlng 
the  feminine  pronoun  for  the  masculine.  Here  la  a quotation 
from  it:  "I  shall  never  forget  the  itapreselon  he  roads  upon 
me  at  that  first  interview.  I found  him  adorable;  I could 
scarcely  believe  that  ho  would  provo--that  any  man  could  prove 
on  nearer  acquaintance  so  delightful  as  that.  Nearer 
acquaintance  only  confirmed  my  hope,  and  he  remained  the  most 
approachable,  the  most  practicable,  the  least  unsafe  a nan  of 
genius  It  has  bean  ay  fortune  to  meet,  he  was  so  simple,  so 
natural,  so  modest,  so  destitute  of  personal  pretension  and 
of  what  is  called  the  conociousness  of  powers,  that  one 
almost  doubted  at  moments  whether  he  were  a man  of  genius 


aftor  all.  i'varythin^  goo3  fruitful  lay  near  him;  ha 
was  intarestefl  In  everything;  anrt  he  was  abaolutaly  without 
thu-  aagaJ'nass  of  salf-rof erence  which  Bometiaies  accompanlee 
great,  and  even  auall,  reputHtlone.  He  had  not  a particle 
of  vanity;  nothing  whatever  of  the  air  of  having  a part 
to  play  or  a reputation  to  koep  up..." 

1 would  not  offhand  have  need  the  word  "genius"  Ir 
connection  wUh  Adala,  but  an  I grow  older  and  I hope 
wiser  (at  least  a little  wiser)  it  seeas  to  me  that  fine 
character  has  a very  special  genius  of  Its  own.  Adele  was 
not  the  first  woman  who  came  to  my  mind  when  I read  the 
above  paragraph.  I leave  you  to  guess  who  the  first  one 
was.  If  you  don't  go  far,  you  can't  go  wrong. 

My  love  always,  Hella 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Gariien  City,  N.Y. 
Karch  26,  I960 


Dear  Lenore, 


You  will  be  sorry  to  learn  that  the 
service  for  lolly  on  Wednesday  was  a very  tawdry 
affair — "sordid"  is  the  word  Nancy  uses  for  it. 

Because  of  Jimmy  Adams  (I  toll  you  the  man  is  a 
psychotic)  no  one  else  could  have  anything  to  do 
with  It  and  he  turned  it  over  to  Eh'elyn  Seide. 

Evelvn  is  a saint  and  it  is  not  her  fault  that  she 
hasn’t  any  taste.  The  "funeral  parlor"  was  a mud- 
colored  building,  dreary  insivde  and  out,  cheaply 
furnished.  The  casket  was  under  a blanket  of 
limp  ragged  white  flowers  (chrysanthemums  I think] 
topped  off  with  a big  spray  of  purple  orchids.  A 
cotriDionplace  young  minister  (Presbyterian)  read  the 
service  badly,  evenW^  stumbling  over  the  words  now 
and  then  and  adding  the  words  coratnlttlng  the  ashes, 
though  no  ashes  were  yet  in  existence.  It  was  awful. 

Helen  showed  that  some  one  besides  Polly 
had  dressed  her  and  I thought  she  looked  very  forlorn. 
Amelia  w sat  with  her,  looking  like  grim  death,  and 
now  and  then  spelled  into  her  hand — Amelia  w'as  not 
competent  to  follow  the  service  as  it  progressed,  but 
God  knows  this  didn’t  matter.  Phillips  sat  at  her 
left,  lending  dignity  by  his  presence.  I was  glad  that 
he  was  too  deaf  to  hear  what  the  minister  was  saying, 
glad  also  that  no  women  members  of  the  Keller  family 
were  on  band  end  especially  glad  that  rolly$ nephew 
David  who  arrived  on  Thursday  did  not  get  here  in 
time.  I hasten  to  say  that  steps  are  being  taken  to 
prevent  anything  remotely  like  this  happening  when 
Helen  takes  Polly's  ashes  to  the  Cathedral  later  in 
the  spring— if  we  have  to  fight,  we’ll  fight,  but  I 
tVilnk  we  won't,  Mr.  Jansen  Noyes  whom  I may  designate 
as  the  good  trustee  v/111  be  in  charge  of  it — we  had  a 
long  talk  on  Thursday  and  my  mind  was  much  more  at 
ease  when  It  was  over. 

The  Keller  family  is  nov/  fully  aware  of 
the  trustee  situation — Nancy  and  Kit  Informed  them 
when  DEAR  LIAR  wes  in  Montgoraevy  and  Dallas.  I think 
nothing  overt  will  be  done,  at  least  at  present,  but 
Phillips  said  that  now  that  Sister  Helen  needs  them 
members  of  the  family  will  be  coming  up  more  often. 
This  in  itself  will  curb  dictatorship. 


Things  are  at ral^htonlng  out  on  Tf?F,  MI’^fi.CLE 
WORKER.  The  trustees  were  unable  to  discover  that  I 
had  acted  dishonestly  anywheee  along  the  line  and 
they  had  to  admit  that  the  terms  of  the  contract  with 
Bill  Gibson  were  good.  They  have  straightened  Helen 
out  on  this  and  she  is  willing  for  things  to  proceed 
as  scheduled.  (I  knew  those  buzzards  would  never  let 
all  that  lovely  money  goL)  Helen  and  I are  due  to  get 
something  like  ijtSOjOOO  apiece  from  the  movie.  We'll 
both  assign  this  to  the  Foundation,  but  I will  keep 
what  I get  from  the  play.  Giving  this  up  was  my  own 
suggestion.  I am  not  being  coerced  and  I ain' t a-going 
to  be. 


I haven't  seen  Helen.  1 went  up  to  Bridgeport 
with  Elsa  Kingsley,  an  old  friend  of  theirs  from  the 
days  when  DEIJVERAKGE  was  in  the  making  in  California. 
We  were  a little  lata  and  let't  immediately  af terw'ards-- 
I hadn' t told  Elsa  anything  about  this  special  sorrow 
of  mine,  but  she  said  that  she  would  rather  not  speak 
to  Fielen  then  but  would  write  her  rhe  next  day.  Later 
I found  that  my  disappearance  caused  quite  a bit  of 
consternation,  for  "they"  had  wanted  me  to  come  to 
Arcan  Ridge  with  Nancy  .and  Guthrie  and  the  Hoyesfis 
and  Ethel  Clark  and  Shibs\zo  and  some  others  to  jOjchumc 
be  with  Helen  for  a while.  I don't  know  if  Helen  had 
suggested  this,  bui  I do  know  that  I am  not  a 
candidate  for  a public  reconciliation  scene.  Ihls  may 
have  been  what  "they"  had  in  mind.  I would  put  no 
breach  of  taste  or  decorum  beyond  them, 

David  Thomson  is  having  dinner  with  us 
tomorrow.  I look  forward  to  it  very  much. 


My  love, 


Ill  T^lfth  3t.,  Garaen  City,  New  York 
March  26,  i960 


Dear  Mr,  Behrman; 


If  you  are  where  you  deserve  to  be,  you 
are  quite  up  to  your  ears  In  compliraentary  lettare 
about  your  wonderful  series  on  Max  Eeerbohtn.  Make  a 
selection  of  the  adjectives  that  pleased  you  most  and 
consider  them  all  repeated  hers. 

I want  to  toll  you  about  a very  special 
thing  you  did  for  me.  For  some  woeks  I had  been  under  a 
ghastly  strain  compounded  of  multiple  sorrov;s  and  I had 
lost  the  gift  of  tears — the  graciousness  of  this  gift 
Is  known  only  to  those  who  have  lost  it.  By  the  time 
Max  was  reading  the  James  tribute  to  Turgenev  I was 
intimately  a part  of  everything,  there  in  the  room  with 
you  without  the  least  feeling  that  I was  Intruding  (there 
lies  the  absolute  miracle  of  what  you  have  done)  and  I was 
thinking  exactly  what  you  and  Miss  Jungmann  were  thinking: 
the  tears  came  back  and  I have  been  unfrozen  ei^er  since 
and  better  able  to  cope  with  things. 

As  for  "the  last  civilized  man,"  such 
talk  is  nonsense  while  you  and  Siegfried  "assoon  (an  old 
favorite  of  mine)  are  in  the  world. 

Very  admiringly,  vary  gratefully  yours. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 


Mr.  3.N.  Behrman 
4-  The  New  Yorker 
25  West  43  St. 
New  York  36 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garden  City,  N.Y 
March  31,  I960 


Dear  Ken, 


Tht*  :^ropo:^al  I3  'rerv  lntoro3tln(i 

and  I shall  bring  it  to  Helen's  attention  as  soon 
as  foaslble.  Cert;?. in  changes  would  have  to  be  ^mde 
in  the  contract  and  now  that  .''olly  is  no  longer 
with  us  there  are  others  ':ooides  Helen  with  ^^ho^l 
I must  confer.  Ke  shall  all  move  as  expeditiously 
as  we  can. 


Ihan'8  you  for  your  sweet  note  of  last 
week.  One  thinks  one  is  prepared,  but  there  is  a 
terrible  finality  about  the  end. 

Tver  yours, 


/■r.  Ken  HcCormlck 
Doubleday  & Co. 
575  hadison  A\s. 
New  York  22 

h.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
March  31,  i960 


Dear  Mr.  Noyes; 


I am  incloalng  the  corrasyondence 
about  the  proposal  from  Hallmarh  Cards  for  the  use 
of  excerpts  from  Helen's  wrltinss.  If  certain  Important 
chaoses  can  he  made  In  the  agreement  I think:  the 
proposal  worth  vary  serious  consideration.  Otherwise, 
no  soap. 


I should  hagin  hy  strllclng  out 
absolutely  Item  11.  I would  never  consent  to  the 
use  of  the  name  and  lllteness  of  Helen  Keller  in 
any  mancetlng,  promotion,  or  advertising  scheme  what- 
ever and  if  Hallmark  Is  not  willing  to  eliminate  this 
Item  I should  say  there  is  no  use  in  going  any  further. 
Of  course  Helen's  name  would  be  on  the  card  as  author 
of  the  quotation  and  might  even  be  listed  In  the  catalog; 
this  1 think  would  be  reasonable. 

I should  insist  upon  a provision  that 
the  final  choice  of  quotations  must  be  approved  by 
Helen  or  her  deputy.  It  would  be  a pity  if  any  of  the 
sentimentalities  of  her  girlhood  ware  brought  up,  now 
that  she  is  a mature  woman  and  so  much  Is  available  out 
of  the  mature  thought  of  her  later  years.  I should 
insist  that  tr.e  deputy  (not  Helen  because  she  cannot 
see)  have  the  power  of  veto  over  the  design  of  the  card. 

The  terms  of  the  contract  seem  all  right 
to  me,  hut  I should  ask  on  what  percentage  the  proceeds 
would  be  divided  between  Helen  and  Doubleday . And  there 
would  be  the  decision  as  to  whether  the  money  should  go 
direct  to  Helen  or  through  the  Foundation. 

Please  have  your  secretary  note  that 
the  communications  from  Hallmark  are  to  be  returned  to 
Mr.  McCormick. 


There  are  precedents  for  the  use  o’’  Helen 
on  a card.  3ho  herself  gave  permission  to  the  Alabama 
Federation  of  Women' 3 Clubs  Scholarship  for  the  Blind  for 
the  reprodtiction  of  a drawing  of  her  by  a Charlotte  Kinney 
on  a correspondence  folder  wnlch  has  been  quite  succesful.  I 
did  not  know  about  it  until  I began  to  receive  It  through  the 
mall.  I could  go  on  about  the  unauthorized  use  of  material 
no  longer  protected  by  copyright,  etc.,  but  I want  to  be 
brief. 


I urn  at  your  service. 

Sincerely , 


aardon  city,  Kar.  31,  i960 


Daarast  Helen, 

Because  Lawrence  Lee  has  always  lo-?ed  and 
adalred  you  and  Polly  so  much  I sent  him  a telepram  when 
the  and  came.  It  surprlaod  me  not  to  have  an  Immediate 
roayonee,  but  now  I know  He  has  not  yet  received  It. 

He  and  Sandy  are  at  the  American  School  of  Classical 
Gtudlea  In  Athene  trying  to  pick  up  enough  modern  Greek 
to  enable  them  to  live  alKply  on  one  of  the  Islands 
where  there  are  no  tourists,  only  natives.  Here  ^andy 
will  continue  her  painting,  Lawrence  his  writing.  At 
the  iroment  they  are  llvln<^  on  a street  which  Is  backed 
right  up  against  Mt.  Lycabottus.  Mi.  Hymottus  Is  always 
In  view  from  the  front  and  the  Acropolis  Is  on  the  horizon. 
This  1b  their  first  trip  to  Greece  and  to  say  that  they  are 
happy  as  clams  le  to  put  it  much  too  nlldly.  The  telegram 
Is  probably  on  Its  way  to  them  by  mall  and  I am  sure  we 
shall  hear  from  them  after  they  have  received  It.  The 
daughter  Auguste  who  graduated  from  the  University  of 
“Ittsburgh  has  a Job  In  Vashlngton  with  the  Library  of 
Congrasa.  The  wanted  to  stay  behind  to  get  started  on  her 
own  career,  I think  I told  you  that  she  spent  the  summer 
In  France. 


Sunday  and  we  never  stopped  gabbling  for  a minute.  Kow 
like  lolly  he  looks  and  what  an  engaging,  young  man  he  is.  It 
Is  no  wonder  to  mo  that  yaurs  ago  Teacher  v.'anled  to  adopt 
hlml  I was  ready  to  adopt  him  on  th*  spot  myself. 


oavld  spent  about  six  hours  with  us  on 


I want  to  quote  from  a letter  which  Bishop  Phillips 
Brooks  wrote  In  1391  to  a friend  whose  mother  had  died: 
"May  I try  to  tell  you  again  where  your  only  comfort 
lies?  It  Is  not  In  forgetting  the  happy  past.  People 
bring  us  well-meant  but  miserable  consolation  when  they 
tell  us  whit  time  will  do  to  help  our  grief.  V^e  do  not 
want  to  lose  our  grief,  because  our  grief  is  bound  up 
with  our  love  and  we  could  not  cease  to  mourn  without 
being  robbed  of  our  affections."  I loved  Polly  always 
and  I love  you.  Always.  Kella 


Ill  Firth  ”t.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  4,  I960 


Dear  Mr.  Bahrnian; 


And  xanj  hhanks  atraisht  back  to  you*. 

I had  not  meant  you  to  answer,  but  I am  ^lad  you  did. 

Your  letter  lifted  my  heart  and  I shall  probably  wear 
It  out  reading  ii . 

I never  saw  Mr.  Sassoon,  but  I have  loved 
and  depended  upon  hlr,  poetry  since  the  1920's.  I khew 
you  were  a friend  of  his  because  1 had  read  the 
volume  of  bis  nemolrs  In  which  he  says  so.  '^hat  was 
another  reason  why  I did  not  feel  that  I was  addressing 
a stranger  when  I wrote  you.  I feel  even  less  so 
since  your  letter. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mr . S . N . Behrman 
40  Fast  83  St. 
New  York  28 
New  York 


P.3.  You  understood  perfectly. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
April  4,  i960 


Dear  Bert, 


TCven  if  Pavld  has  the  editorial  which  I 
inclose  I am  sure  that  anothar  copy  will  not  he 
amiss.  Life  is  our  largest  and  most  influential 
picture  raagaaina  and  this  ia  the  most  sensitive 
and  understanding  of  all  the  tributes  I have  seen 
to  ths  sne  va  loved  so  much. 

I think  Keith  and  I are  not  disposed 
towards  the  sin  of  envy — we  have  had  so  little 
reason  to  be — but  we  did  envy  you  and  Isabel 
your  son.  It  was  no  wonder  to  us  that  Teacher 
wanted  to  adopt  him  all  those  years  ago.  We  could 
have  adopted  him  on  the  3pot--ln  fact,  we  did.  I 
can't  tail  you  how  much  we  enjoyed  his  visit  with  us. 

It  is  very  interesting  about  WAX  FRUIT- 
RED  PLUSH.  I think  they  are  both  very  bad  titles, 
not  much  to  choose  between  them,  but  the  book  is 
good  enough  to  overcome  the  handicap. 

Helen's  sister  .Vlldred  is  with  her  and 
all  seems  to  be  going  well.  She  will  never  cease 
to  miss  Polly.  Nor  will  I. 

Affectionate  greetings  to  all  the 

family , 


Ev^er  yours. 


Garden  City,  April  6,  I960 


Dear  Evelyn, 


Don't  do  anything  about  the  urn  until  you 
have  full  clearance  from  Mr.  Noyee.  He  is  personally 
talking  care  of  the  ceremony  at  the  National  Cathedral, 
but  I den' t know  that  he  has  given  any  thought  to  the 
details,  but  he  doer  know  that  some  kind  of  memorial 
must  be  in  the  main  body  of  the  Cathedral  and  he  spoke 
of  having  all  three  urns  in  the  same  niche.  Whether  It 
is  possible  after  all  these  years  to  get  a duplicate 
of  the  one  that  is  already  on  hand  1 don't  know  and 
somebody  ought  to  double-check  to  see  If  it  is  a duplicate 
of  the  one  that  is  in  the  columbariam  in  Washington.  You 
ought  not  to  have  to  ta^e  such  resionsibiil ties — for  one 
thing  you  hs^en't  time  with  all  else  you  have  to  do  and 
for  another,  it  is  so  great  a responsibility  that  it 
ought  to  be  shared  and  could  easily  he  if  some  kind  of 
understanding  and  organisation  could  he  worked  out  with 
the  trustees  and  the  "advisory"  committee. 

I am  sorry  that  Helen  Is  mixed  up,  but  it 
has  seemed  to  me  tha.t  tbs  poor  girl  has  been  mixed  up 
about  a good  many  things.  Mr.  Noyes  told  me  that  the 
reason  the  Washington  ceremony  was  postponed  was  that 
Helen  wanted  to  go  down  for  it  herself  later  in  the  spring. 

Mrs.  Smith  offered  to  pay  for  the  additional 
urn  and  1 am  sure  that  her  offer  still  holds.  M.y  under- 
standing the  last  time  1 talked  with  you  was  that  Amelia 
had  everything  in  hand. 

I think  hilldred  should  be  consulted  about 
everything  an^^  I wish  she  could  meet  all  the  trustees 
and  all  the  members  of  the  "advisory"  committee  with  whom 
she  is  not  already  acquainted.  But  who  am  I to  say  what 
should  be  done? 


There  may  be  stormy  weather  ahead  and  I 
don't  want  any  of  the  cold  winds  to  strike  you.  bn  the 
other  hand  we  may  be  moving  ln\o  a CHxm.  i.  can  out  hope. 


Af I ectlonataxy , 


Gar-ien  City,  Apr.  7,  I960 


r^earest  haien. 

This  mornlns  I happened  to  run  across  again 
a poesE  ty  Giegf  rled  Sassoon  which  I have  lo’  ad  for  mny 
years.  It  rcr.'ta  T>e  think  of  you  and  so  I aTi  sanding  it  herewith; 

•rhs  Fowar  and  the  Glory 

Let  the^3  be  11  **9 . ssld  God.  .^nd  what  he  v/rought 
’•.’ent  past  in  lEyrl"-^  marching,  lives,  and  brought 
Thlr  hour,  this  quiet  room,  and  ay  small  thought 
Holding  invisible  vastnass  in  its  hands. 

Let  there  bo  God,  say  I.  And  what  I've  done 

Goes  onward  like  the  splandor  of  the  sun 

And  rises  up  in  rapture  and  is  one 

With  the  while  power  of  conscience  that  commands. 

Let  life  be  God....  What  wall  of  fiend  or  wraith 
Dare  mock  ray  glorious  angel  where  he  stands 
To  fill  my  dark  v.'lth  fire,  my  heart  with  faith? 


with  my  lo”e,  Neila 


HI  Fifth  bt , , Garden  City,  Nev«  York 
April  frl,  I960 


Dear  Mr,  Noyes: 


The  Incloesd  letter  from  Mr.  McCormick  Is 
about  an  offer  for  a paper-back  edition  of  Helen's  STOiTY 
OF  MY  LJT^E.  Dell  Books  is  a reputable  coioptny  with  Mary 
Roberts  Rinehart,  and  A. A.  Mllna  anon^j  its  authors. 

The  introduction,  v;lth  which  you  are 
probably  familiar,  was  written  by  the  late  Ralph  Hsrton 
Terry,  for  many  years  a professor  of  philosophy  at  Harvard. 
Kel«n  had  ciasseB  with  t.im  while  she  was  at  Radcliffe.  The 
Introduction,  written  for  Doubleday's  195^t  edition  is  rather 
pedestrian  and  no  harm  will  be  cone  to  the  bock  by  its 
omission.  We  were  ail  rather  disappointed  in  it  from  'he 
bef.irmln?;. 

The  guarantee  of  ^JOOO  will  be  paid,  no 
matter  what  happens,  the  amount  (s.s  is  customary  vlth  these 
subsidiary  rights)  to  be  dl-lded  ^equally  between  author 
and  publisher. 

Nearly  all  of  THF  3T0^  0^-  KT  IJ-^E  la  out 
of  copyright,  all  will  be  '.ery  soon.  This  is  why  ^ell  makes 
the  proi'lslon  about  a compatltive  paper-back  edition  v/lth 
reduced  royalties,  or  no  royalties,  thoy  might  heve  seli. 

I would  ask  Mr.  McCormick  to  csutlon  them 
about  the  Jackat  design.  Otherwise  i see  no  reason  why  this 
offer  should  not  be  accepted,  every  reason  why  it  should  be. 


How  for  Hallmark  Cards.  During  our  long  talk 
over  the  telephone  1 had  further  clarification  about  this 
matter. 


Helen  will  be  in  good  company.  The  other 
authors  include  Joyce  Kilmer,  Ogden  Nash,  and  Kipling.  And 
she  can  have  veto  power  over  any  selections  they  make  that 
she  does  rot  approve. 

Trying  to  control  the  design  of  the  card 
would  bring  on  more  fret  and  worry  than  i;  would  be  worth.  Mr. 
McCormick  says  that  in  all  their  dealings  with  the  organization 
they  have  never  had  any  trouble  cn  this  Lcoro.  I hs’e  b“en 
looking  over  their  cards  in  the  shops  and  I think  they  can  be 
trusted.  The  important  thing  is  that  ve  ^ ha^e  control 
over  Helen's  contribution  to  the  project. 

Hsllmark  advertising  is  mostly  in  trade 
papers  and  over  TV.  It  has  always  been  on  a dignified  plane 
and  I do  not  expect  a sudden  change. 


Mr.  McCoriElclr  is  now  out  how  much  th«y 

propose  to  pay  In  advance  of  royalty,  ihle  too  will  be  on 
the  standard  basis!  50-50  author-publisher.  I will  let  you 
know  wuen  I know. 

I recouimeod  acceptance  of  the  Hallmark  proposal 
for  one  year  only  with  option  t,o  renew. 

I hope  your  cold  has  disappeared. 

Sincerely  ycurs, 


Mr.  Jansen  Hoyes  Jr. 
Hemphill  5;  Noyes  Co. 
15  Broad  St. 

New  York 

N.Y. 


April  21,  I960 


Lour  Lenoro, 


He.ien  8 slfit.er  i ildred  la  >ira.  Warron 
Tyson  and  sha  lives  at-  83I  Felder  Avo,,  Kontpomery , 
Alabaaia,  and  ode  a Id  as  helpless  in  this  case  as 
everyone  else,  .'’-he  is  "on  luy  aide,"  but  Helen  simply 
lur:3s  her  han  away  when  my  naaie  is  mentioned.  1 
think  Helen  must  know  that  she  has  done  wrong:, --at 
least  In  not  seeing  me,  i still  have  no  idea  vjhat 
terrible  thought  was  planted  in  her  mind.  She  does  not 
oenouncs  ms,  ssomed  to  approve  when  David  Ihomson 
told  her  that  the  two  people  he  specially  wanted  to 
see  were  nancy  Hamilton  and  ms.  1 know  that  she  iias 
always  believed  what  she  wanted  to  believe:  for 
insk.ancQ  when  David  Levy  as&ed  ner  rscontiy  how  it 
happened  i.hat  while  her  religious  faith  was  so  strong 
ner  teacher  hac  no  laitn*  .lelen  hesitated,  then  said 
"Deep  do'wn  she  did  have  faith."  This  la  not  true  and  la 
one  of  tne  reasons  why  teacher  wanted  me  to  write  the 
book  about  her — she  knew  that  Helen  would  not  present 
things  as  they  vrere,  but  tnings  as  sne  wanted  them  to 
be . 


M^dred  has  been  with  Helen  since  a few 
days  after  ^oily's  funeral,  but  she  is  Koing  home  on 
Saturday.  Helen  will  go  to  her  some  time  this  fall, 
at  least  for  a visit.  Mildred  is  without  influence 
over  her,  she  was  always  the  little  sister,  they  don't 
know  one  another  very  veil  and  I think  would  not  be 
very  congenial  if  they  did.  Mildred  la  without 
intellectual  Interests  raid  the  integration  problem  -..lone 
would  serve  to  keep  them  apart.  Katharine  Cornell  told 
her  about  me  and  about  the  v/hole  dismal  situation  as  to 
trustees,  .'^he  w'aa  horrified,  but  I think  she  will  not  try 
to  dc  anything  about  it,  ^.erhnps  should  not.  Do  far  aa 
I am  concerned  (and  Mildred  has  tried  there),  I think 
Helen  should  not  b ' ;,-U3hod,  though  I think  my  name  should 
not  be  avoided  when  it  is  natural  for  it  to  come  up  in 
letters  or  conversation. 


Dxcept  for  the  pain  o'f'  it  which  1 ■:  over- 
present,  it  doesn't  matter  so  much  about  me,  but  what 
this  group  of  trustQfG  may  do  to  the  p-ublic  image  of 
Helen  is  frightening.  First,  the  shoddy  funeral,  '’ocond, 
this  letter  from  Mr.  Noyes  which  I inclose  (i  want  it 
back,  please,  when  you  have  read  it).  I don't  know  how 
wide  its  distribution  was,  but  very  email  I hope.  Amelia 
wrote  it  and  for  all  Amelia's  imagination  can  grasp  she 
has  covered  everything,  bu:  I knov:  th;  t iislen  is  not  a 
contented  cow  in  a well-tended  pasture.  And  the  worst  of 
it  is  that  Mr.  Noyes  (I  don't  call  him  Jan;  is  by  long 


odds  the  best  of  the  trustees.  Ho  is  the  one  with  whom  I 
have  contact  and  he  was  at  least  well  brought  up.  But  oh, 
how  ignorant  these  financial  wizards  are  of  the  human 
heart  and  how  power-mad'.  Mhen  questions  began  to  come  up 
about  Helen' a books  they  found  they  couldn' t answer  them 
and  that  hud  no  one  at  the  Foundation  who  could.  '3o 

they  came  back  to  me  and  I am  carrying  on  as  before, 
sending  in  my  rocomoondations  about  the  various  proposals. 

It  is  slow  and  clumsy  and  I don't  know  whether  Helen  knows 
about  it  or  not.  Hha  will,  ..houf,di>  If  1 have  to  tell  her 
myself. 

But,  to  continue,  'omorrow  Helen  is 
attending  a luncheon  In  honor  of  Michael  duilan,  an 
old  friend  who  is  retiring  from  the  Better  Vision 
Instl-ute.  hclsn  will  make  a little  speech.  Mildred  will 
be  with  her,  but  Evelyn  Selde  is  to  interpret  for  her'. 
Evelyn,  with  her  painted  face,  diavrn-on  eyebrows,  cheap 
clothes  (which  for  all  I Icnow  may  cost  quite  a bit),  and 
no  presence,  ^,11  I can  hops  Is  that  Evelyn's  simple  goodness 
will  shine  through  and  make  It  all  right — it  can't  be  all 
right,  I should  have  said  keep  it  from  being  a disaster. 

Cne  further  bit  of  iniquity  and  then  I 
am  done  with  that  subject.  Because  of  the  enormous 
success  of  '.HE  IlI'ACLE  '>.cnKER  some  bright  outfit  made 
the  Foundation  an  offer  of  £40,000  for  world  rights  to 
Haney's  documentary  ot  Helen.  The  Foundation  was  all  hot 
to  go  ahead  with  It,  even  when  It  appeared  that  what  they 
wanted  was  really  Just  tlie  name.  They  would  rewrite  the 
script,  eliminate  Kiss  Cornell  as  narrator,  get  Leonard 
Eernetsin's  brother  (not  Leonard  Bernstein  himself)  to  do 
some  new  music  and  I have  forgotten  what  all  else.  The 
film  is  now  the  prOi-arty  of  the  Foundation,  but  they  seem 
to  have  no  knowledge  whatever  of  copyright  obligations. 

They  did  have  the  grace  to  consult  Haney  who  does^  know 
something  about  them  and  also  something  about  esthetic 
and  moral  obligations,  diareupon  a Bo3-id  wall  formed 
behind  her:  Kit  and  Davy  Levy  and  me,  to  mention  only  the 
ones  you  know,  vjith  reserves  on  tap'’,  including  Kartha 
Graham,  Gladys  Bwarthout,  film  and  photographic  studious 
all  over  the  worlc.  The  project  ■■;as  killed,  but  tiers  may 
be  a TV  presentation  of  the  Documentary  on  Helen's 
QDth  tlrl.l-.dey  wlLk  a pro  log  and  epilog  under  -Nancy's  con- 
trol. 


The  heart  sickens  when  I think  of  Teacher . 
Amelia  knevr  bettor  than  to  let  all  this  happen,  it  began 
with  her  servility  to  Mr.  Adams.  Oh,  dear,  I don't  think 
I t.ould  hfj.vo  written  a more  uncheerful  letter,  but  on 
this  subject  I can  write  no  other  kind. 

Many  thanks  for  the  Easter  card. 

My  love, 


Ill  n^th  St.,  Oardori  City,  K^vi  Yorii 
April  22,  1950 


Dear  Mr.  Noy.?a; 


flallccark  Cards  Das  rant  ths  nine 
brief  quotations  from  fleien  for  which  they  ask 
reprin*  ptraii : sion.  _\ij.  are  axcollent.  nix  are 
from  THi  0ps;i5  DOOR,  the  distillation  of  Keien's 
phlloaopfcy  which  aha  read  In  i,raille  ana 
approved.  Three  are  from  CUT  CT  TFE  DARK  end  one 
ib  a fUijltivG  poom  "In  Garden  of  the  Lord" 
which  has  been  reprinted  several  times,  with  I'elen's 
permlBBion.  In  fact,  I think  they  h.%ve  all  hyen 
reprinted  at  one  tlmy  or  another.  Shall  I send 
them  to  you? 

I am  Inclosing  a letter  from  ir. 
McCormick,  The  advance  is  not  spectacular,  but 
the  projoct  is  ti.‘j  sort  o^  thing  that  builds  c.p 
to  a small  steady  income,  the  exact  amount 
depending  upon  tho  success  of  the  cards.  I ■ hink 
we  should  go  ahead  with  It,  limiting  the 
contract  to  a yoar,  to  begin  with. 

oinofcrely  yours, 


Mr.  Jauaen  Noy&e  fr. 
Hemphill  &,  Soyas  Co. 
15  Broad  Gb. 

New  York 

h.y; 


Ill  Fifth  at.,  a*rl*n  City,  K«v  Tforit 
April  Ifi'oO 


''••r  hr.  Noy<%«i 


HAllnmrv:  h«8  sAOt.  th«  nin<» 

hrlaf  q'lotatlons  fro»  d«ien  f<ir  which  th«»y  acJr 
rwririn-  rwral^rion.  Ml  fi.ro  «jcc«ll»nt.  81x  «ro 
froa  ;h  . ui  '.K  th*  <^l8t,lllAfcion  of  H«lnn' a 

phiio«o[>ny  wfilch  «na  in  brAlllc  *04 

approval,  Inraa  ara  trota  Clf'  O'*  i^)ARK  and  on« 

lA  e rvtriiiva  t-oom  "In  tn«  v^ardao  of  tha  tord" 
wnicn  has  o««n  raprintad  «avar*l  tl«o*,  with  M«l*n' 8 
t'*rml«8lor.  In  fact,  3 f.hlnkt  thay  tittro  all  bnan 
raprlntad  at  onr  tlBr  or  atjoihar.  ‘hall  I fiOttd 
tft#«  to  yoHi 


I am  inclorlop  a lattar  from  Kr. 
McCorfiilolr.  iba  a-.v„no«  l8  not  8{:>«ctac'ular,  but 
tha  projaet  is  tha  »ort  thlnj  that  h'>llA«  up 
to  a »mall  »taary  incoma,  tha  exact  aoouot 
dapan^inp  u’x>n  tha  au'-caes  of  the  carda.  I think 
wa  abould  go  ahead  with  it,  liaitlUj?,  tha 
contract  to  a y-:*ar,  to  hmerln  with, 

incaroly  yovira, 


hr,  Jannan  *«0Ta8  «7r. 
Kanphlll  4 Noy«a  Co. 

Broa<*  . 

Hew  York 
N.V* 


IN  THE  GARDEN  OF  THE  LORD 


The  word  of  God  came  unto  me, 

Sitting  alone  among  the  multitudes; 

And  my  blind  eyes  were  touched- with  light. 

And  there  was  laid  upon  my  lips  a flame  of  fire. 

I laugh  and  shout  for  life  is  good, 

Though  my  feet  are  set  in  silent  ways. 

In  merry  mood  I leave  the  crowd 
To  walk  in  my  garden.  Ever  as  I walk 
1 gather  fruits  and  flowers  in  my  hands. 

And  with  joyful  heart  I bless  the  sun 

That  kindles  all  the  place  with  radiant  life. 

I run  with  playful  winds  that  blow  the  scent 
Of  rose  and  jessamine  in  eddying  whirls. 

At  last  I come  where  tall  lilies  grow. 

Lifting  their  faces  like  white  saints  to  God. 
While  the  lilies  pray,  I kneel  upon  the  ground; 
I have  strayed  into  the  temple  of  the  Lord. 

- - Helen  Keller 


from  MASTERPIECES  OF  RELIGIOUS  VERSE 

Harper  Se  Brothers  Publishers 
1948 


Hear,  oh,  hear  the  Christmas  bells  as  they  greet  the  sun,  the 
frost,  the  sailing  cloud,  the  roving  wind!  Are  they  not  the 
bells  of  your  brightest  memories,  the  bells  of  your  highest 
hope?  Do  they  not  voice  your  silent  wish  that  all  things 
shall  be  made  new?  If  this  wish  came  true,  would  it  not  be 
Christmas  indeed  - - Christmas  for  all  men,  Christmas  all  year 


from  the  chapter  entitled  "Christmas  in  the  Dark" 
OUT  OF  ™ DARK 

Doubleday,  Page  & Co. 

1913 


Tiny  Tim  was  glad  to  be  at  church  on  Christmas  because  he 
thought  the  sight  of  him  might  remind  folks  who  it  was  that 
gave  the  lame  power  to  walk.  Even  so  the  blind  may  remind 
their  seeing  brethren  who  it  was  that  opened  the  blinded 
eyes,  unstopped  the  deaf  ears,  gave  health  to  the  sick,  and 
knowledge  to  the  ignorant,  and  declared  that  mightier  things 
even  than  these  shall  be  fulfilled.  All  the  afflicted  who 
keep  the  blessed  day  compel  the  affectionate  thought  that  He 
abides  with  us  yet. 


from  the  chapter  entitled  "Christmas  in  the  Dark" 
OUT  OF  THE  DARK 

Doubleday,  Page  & Co. 

1913 


Often  when  the  heart  is  torn  with  sorrow,  spiritually  we  wan- 
der like  a traveler  lost  in  a deep  wood.  We  grow  frightened, 
lose  all  sense  of  direction,  batter  ourselves  against  trees 
and  rocks  in  our  attempt  to  find  a path.  All  the  while  there 
is  a path  - - the  path  of  Faith  - - that  leads  straight  out  of 
the  dense  tangle  of  our  difficulties  into  the  open  road  we  are 
seeking. 


from  THE  OPEN  DOOR 
Doubleday  & Co. , Inc. 
1957 


I am  blind  and  have  never  seen  a rainbow,  but  I have  been  told 
of  Its  beauty.  I know  that  its  beauty  is  always  broken  and  in- 
complete. Never  does  it  stretch  across  the  heavens  in  full 
perfection.  So  it  is  with  all  things  as  we  know  them  here 
below.  Life  itself  is  as  imperfect  and  broken  for  everyone  of 
us  as  the  span  of  a rainbow.  Not  until  we  have  taken  the  step 
from  life  into  Eternity  shall  we  understand  the  meaning  of 
Browning's  words:  "On  the  earth  the  broken  arcs;  in  the 

heaven,  a perfect  round." 

from  Tm  OPEN  DOOR 
Doubleday  & Co.,  Inc. 

1957 


There  are  red-letter  days  in  our  lives  when  we  meet  people  who 
thrill  us  like  a fine  poem,  people  whose  handshake  is  brimful 
of  unspoken  sympathy,  and  whose  sweet,  rich  natures  impart  to 
our  eager,  impatient  spirits  a wonderful  restfulness  which,  in 
its  essence,  is  divine.  The  perplexities,  irritations,  and 
worries  that  have  absorbed  us  pass  like  unpleasant  dreams, 
and  we  wake  to  see  with  new  eyes  and  hear  with  new  ears  the 
beauty  and  harmony  of  God's  real  world.  The  solemn  nothings 
that  fill  our  everyday  life  blossom  suddenly  into  bright 
possibilities.  In  a word,  while  such  friends  are  near  us  we 
feel  that  all  is  well. 

from  TM  OPEN  DOOR 
Doubleday  & Co.,  Inc. 

1957 


Experiencing  a great  sorrow  is  like  entering  a cave.  We  are 
overwhelmed  by  the  darkness,  the  loneliness,  the  homesickness. 
Sad  thoughts,  like  bats,  flutter  about  us  in  the  gloom.  We  feel 
that  there  is  no  escape  from  the  prison  house  of  pain.  But  God 
in  his  Loving-kindness  has  set  on  the  invisible  wall  the  Lamp 
of  Faith  - - whose  beams  shall  guide  us  back  to  the  sunlit  world 
where  work  and  friends  and  service  await  us. 

from  THE  OPEN  DOOR 


Doubleday  & Co.,  Inc. 
1957 


Surely  we  would  not  weep  if  some  beloved  friend  had  the  good 
fortune  to  move  from  a humble  and  uncomfortable  house  to  a 
mansion  into  which  the  sunlight  streamed,  and  whose  grounds 
are  a never-ending  maze  of  beauty  and  wonder  and  delight. 

We  would  say  that  that  was  a fortunate  friend,  and,  a bit 
wistfully,  we  would  look  forward  to  the  time  when  we  too 
might  leave  the  burden  of  our  daily  tasks  and  join  him  in 
his  house  of  beauty  and  light. 

from  THE  OPEN  DOOR 
Doubleday  & Co.,  Inc. 

1957 


The  legend  tells  that  when  Jesus  was  born  the  sun  danced  in 
the  sky,  the  aged  trees  straightened  themselves  and  put  on 
leaves  and  sent  forth  the  fragrance  of  blossoms  once  more. 
These  are  the  symbols  of  what  takes  place  in  our  hearts 
when  the  Christ  Child  is  born  anew  each  year.  Blessed  by 
the  Christmas  sunshine,  our  natures,  perhaps  long  leafless, 
bring  forth  new  love,  new  kindness,  new  mercy,  new  com- 
passion. As  the  birth  of  Jesus  was  the  beginning  of  the 
Christian  life,  so  the  unselfish  joy  at  Christmas  shall 
start  the  spirit  that  is  to  rule  the  new  year. 

from  THE  OPEN  DOOR 
Doubleday  & Co. , Inc. 

1957 


Gerd-^n  City,  April  23,  I960 


Dearest  Helen, 

i^st  night  Keith  brought  ray  attention  to 
an  article  in  his  magazine  Science . rnrtR  of  which  he 
thought  you  would  enjoy.  Ihe  purpose  of  the  article 
which  is  by  'Crlc  Ashby,  a professor  at  Carabridgp,  England, 
la  to  suggest  a way  of  popularizing  Bcience  so  ac  to 
close  the  awful  gap  that  now  exists  between  the  high-brow 
and  the  low-brow  and  make  the  ordinary  workman  feel  that 
he  too  has  a part  in  the  great  achievements  of  our  time, 
to  show  that  the  scientist  is  not  a wizard  but  a man  among 
men  and  dependent  upon  other  men, 

he  takes  fictitious  character  whom  he 
calls  Ron  Blossom  and  sets  him  down  in  a modest  home  in 
Birmingham,  F:ngland.  he  is  a craftsman  with  a steady  Job 
and  oe  thinks  all  that  big  science  stuff  is  away  over  his 
heed  and  has  no  connection  with  him  until  some  new  gadget 
like  a television  set,  for  example,  comes  into  his  houpe. 

Ibis  Ls  all  the  bwckg.round  you  need  as  you  begin  reading, 
except  I forgot  to  sny  that  the  section  in  which  ne  lives 
in  Birmingham  is  called  f)orls  Grove  which  seems  to  be  rather 
like  oult  ijevitt  iown,  'ihe  section  1 am  sending  you  is  under 
the  heading  ''Craftsmanship  in  Science"  and  Virginia  benaroff 
will  send  it  to  you  as  soon  as  she  has  time  to  transcribe  it, 
^or  the  last  few  vseks  1 have  been  :julte 
under  thf  weather,  but  my  doctor  is  now  giving,  me  massive 
injections  of  pcmo  life-giving  substance  and  already  1 feel 
much  better.  Vie  plan  to  leave  here  on  May  8 and  reach  Snowvlile 


on  the  yth.  An<?  this  la  n llfe-Rlvlng  thought. 

I have  been  re-roadinp;  the  few  letters  that  Teacher 
wrote  me  and  especially  one  she  wrote  Mr.  Russell  Doubladay 
from  the  Muir  of  Ord  on  March  27,  193^.  They  give  me 
great  comfort. 


My  love  always,  Nalla 


Ill  Fl-'^th  St.,  Garden  Cii.y,  N.Y. 
April  28,  1950 


Do«r!,ni,  ^ ^ 

All  rl.rhtr,  fo  any  Sr^.ii^tlc  praarnt  r 1 5 on  of 
Helen’s  life  are  tied  up  tigVit  until  after  the  mo'^rle 
of  vopF.'^P  Ir.  na'^.e  ^rr’'  for  a certain 

number  of  additional  years  (not  quite  sure  how  many) 
to  allow  5‘  ?.  clear  fl^ld  for  dj  at  rlbutlon.  The  only 
other  dramatic  niece  that  can  lefltlmately  be  shown 
durlnr  this  period  la  the  nricumpril  ary  that  Nancy 
Hamilton  made. 

! Ians  for  a "national"  company  In  the  United 
Ptr.tPB  are  under  way,  sales  have  been  med©  j.n  some 
forelp.n  countries  and  negotiations  are  In  procresa  in 
others.  I am  afraid  ll  le  too  late  for  anyone  to  ^et 
in  on  It  now.  The  over  all  producer  Is  Mr.  Fred  Coe. 

It  mlrht  be  w’orth  while  for  your  son  to  write  to  him, 
but  he  Is  more  familiar  than  I am  with  the  Ins  and  outs 
of  production  and  wnul^  be  oblo  to  be‘t«’r  than  I 

whether  this  would  be  a p.ood  plan, 

I think  of  Fveiyn  a great  deal,  always  with 
affection.  I know  something  o'  th'=  presr,u’'ps  and  -roblems 
she  Is  up  against  and  I hope  she  can  keep  them  from 
getting  h^r  do-*-n. 


I p,m  sorr’’  no*'  to  be  useful  In  connection 
with  your  son;  It  would  have  been  a great  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  help. 


All  good  wishes, 


Mr.  William  Seide 
1296  Midland  Avn. 
Yonkers 
New  York 


ill  Fifth  3t.,  Garaan  City,  Kftw  "^ork 
April  10,  I960 


AQX*  f 


■^hla  If.  to  confirm  our  convereation 
of  yeaterday  aftarnoon. 

The  r'-opoaals  of  >.oth  Hallmark  Car-’a 
anl  Dell  Docks  aro  acceptable,  with  the  followJna; 
provisos: 

1.  -he  agreement  with  Hallmark  Garda 
Is  to  be  for  one  year  only  to  begin  with,  bot  of 
course  we  hope  that  it  will  be  so  satlsfoctoi'y  to 
all  concerned  that  it  will  be  extended  for  tDMny 
years. 


2.  ihe  cover  for  the  Dell  Hooks  edition 
of  T.,K  GTOny  C’^  LIFD  au.it  be  submit t'.d  to  us 
for  approval. 

bince  you  havo  assured  me  that  both  these 
provisos  can  be  carried  out,  tlie  next  step  is  to 
draw  up  the  final  ugreeaientg  and  send  them  to 

hr.  ..-ansen  i.oyes  Jr. 

Hemphill  A Noyes  Co. 

15  Broad  Dt. 

Few  York,  h.y. 

y.r.  hoyes  Is  one  of  Helen’s  financial 
trusteGB.  'ince  iolly's  death  the  trustees  ha' e 
taken  c.  sr  the  aanagsmeut  of  Hslen's  affairs,  which 
means  that  in  all  matters  the  ultimate  decision 
will  be  theirs,  with  cf  couree  Helen's  consent  and 
approval. 


Iteantime  I am  as  always  at  Helen’ o service 
and  since  the  truotc's  want  my  commentF.  or.  vh-stever 
proposaln  come  up  In  connection  with  her  wrl'lngg 
please  send  the  rror-ocalo  flrtl  to  me  and  I will 
forward  :hem  to  lir.  Koyes. 

Have  a happy  su.Timerl 

t^ver  yours. 


Mr,  Ken  McCormick 


Ill  rirth  at.,  Garden  Cl tv.  Now  York 
April  50,  I960 


^oar  Mr.  Noyos; 


I am  inclosing,  a caroon  of  rcy  letter 
to  Mr.  McCormick,  airi'^e  it  brings  iir  to  date  the 
situation  on  hallmark  Cards  and  hell  Books  I vrlll 
not  repeat  em  of  it  here. 

I am  also  Inclosln®  a rViotoatat  of 
a letter  from  him  to  me  dated  Oct.  5>  is'69  wnich 
you  should  have  in  your  files.  In  1956  in 
conaenUon  with  the  TV  presentation  of  Th-  MiR/vCLi: 
he  had  said  to  me  that  nonbleday's  had  no 
equity  in  the  contract,  but  in  the  fall  of  1959 
when  it  hecame  apraront  that  the  statro  version  was  to 
be  a great  success  anotner  member  of  the  firm  called 
me  to  ask  how  i wanted  the  money  sen'* — ^hrcugh  the 
Foundation  or  not.  ‘inat  ■was  wnen  X telephoned  you  from 
Boston  to  ask  If  there  was  any  way  to  f>'ot  Helen's 
money  to  her  through  the  Foundation  so  that  sne  would 
not  have  to  wav  income  tax  on  it.  I kn^v  there  was  no 
way  out  for  me.  Jjater  rumor  had  it  that  ,x>ubleday  was 
to  take  R 50  ner  cent  cut.  This  caused  outras-e  in 
many  quarters.  Mr.  Gibson,  nit.  aMierit  hra.  neah 
Salisbury,  and  Nancy  Hamilton,  all  of  whom  from  the 
beginning  had  been  most  helpful  arid  solicitous,  were 
especiallv  disturbed,  and  so  1 called  Mr.  McCormick, 
wltn  the  result  shovm  in  the  letter  wnich  I am  sending, 

I have  ‘s-nown  wr.  McCormick  lor  more 
than  thirty  years  and  I can  assure  you  that  you  will 
aiw'ays  find  him  courteous,  honorable,  and  reasonable. 
This  does  not  mean  that  you  will  always  atrree  with 
nlfe  prop-osals  about  Helen's  writings.  He  and  I have 
had  many  differences  of  opinion,  but  never  any  that 
could  not  be  settled  qulCAly  and  amicably. 

My  address  after  may  G is  simply 
Snowvllle,  New  Hemr!shi re , '^'he  telephone  number  is 
Hickory  7-2287  and  the  excnange  is  in  Conway  K^w 
Han-pshl  re . 


Hlth  all  rood  wishes  for  a pleasant 

summer,  i am 


Pincerely  yours, 


Mrc.  keith  hennay 


Mr.  Jansen  Noyes  Jr 


Clar4»n  Cltji  May  1,  I960 


raareit  iial«n» 

Aa  always  &an  asnis  a«  whatavar  . roivosaia  come 
uy  with  i-4t$ard  uo  your  writings  4xc«pt  tha  routine  r«v}u«ats 
which  t.i()  Ci’flca  hau'llau  automatically.  I go  o.«r  than 
carai'uily,  Uiwn  aonh  thoa  to  ?!r.  Koyea.  Two  hav«  com®  up 
reuani iy . 

Ono  1*  a proposal  *roa  i'lallcirtrJc  Cards  to  us® 
quotations  from  you  on  «om«  ol'  th®lr  ftrsating  c rds.  (Kost 
of  tha  ? a®i®ctions  thay  want  ar®  from  H'.  01 CN  ir43R,  but 
that  lovoiy  poax  of  yours  'In  tha  har'nn  o.'  th®  .^ord**  la 
also  ihclu  '«d.)  Kallmarx  is  tho  most  dintlnguisbsd  coKfuny  in 
its  fiald.  Chair  cards  ar«  out»t»n61np;  (na-rar  gtooay  or  cut®), 
thair  Advartlslng  is  tUgniflod,  luvJ  thsir  tol3*rl*lon  . rogram 
is  ons  of  tr4  bast  oa  tfe®  sir,  oonslttontiy  offoring  plays 
by  such  dr.taatiats  as  JhaV.®*p«>a'»«  an,?  ?haw  with  auch  actors 
as  liaurlf®  'laxia,  Judith  dndsrson,  and  Mr  Lawroncs  Ollviar. 

Tha  »«cood  profOAsi  was  for  a papsr-b«ck 
raprlnt  of  'Hv;  %.o-Y  C-t  MY  It  coawo  from  a r®  utsbX® 

publiahor.  it  will  brin^',  In  s subat.vntlul  sum  of  u«un®y 
(51300  for  you  to  with  an'  jarhaps  loora  cs  ti«ti  po®a  on) 

and  it  »illl  for«at-sil  »h'  ..nprincipiod  uituraa  wiu>  snatch 
aatarial  Mini  i«  out  ol  copyright  mtC  r«prlr>t  it  without 
payln;t  royalty  to  th®  author,  "fila  will  not  Interfars  with 
tho  hard-co-sr  srtltlon  o**  ’.m  STrry  or  KY  L1"E;  It  will  ptach 
thn  audlsncn  that  cr.nnoi  afford  to  pay  |3,95  for  a beck  and 
othnrs  will  buy  it  bacauso  It  will  be  of  a.  tiaiuiy  sirs  to  go 
into  Vhslr  ;ook®ts  and  so  th®y  will  r«acl  it  vt  lla  they  ar® 
travelling. 


I (5on't  know  if  jou  ara  aware  of  tlie  great  cultural 

change  that  naa  teen  wrought  by  the  ;.aper  bacKa.  ‘ihouaari'lB  ere 

now  in  print  an^l  aellln/R,  11  ice  mad.  oome  of  th^m  in  tnelr 

original  form  coat  aa  much  aa  ^12,  |15,  or  even  420.  TH~ 

TALic 

xaiX  0“  a-JiJI  wnich  you  lllte  tio  much  costa  only  9b  cents  aa 
a paper  back,  Ihat  la  tne  edition  I ha\e.  And  I have 
iVaiinowsKl ' a >/AGiC  ANT,  AaLIoiON  end  Freud's  T-JO'S:"  AND 
KOKOTKriSM  (which  1 thinlc  is  his  best  book),  <\cd  many, 
lany  others  of  the  kind  that  icv-browa  call  hlgh-brow;  also 
(and  I'll  blush  if  you  want  me  to)  whole  fiatsful  of  whodunits 
A bloaraphy  by  j , I»ori«ld  Aciams  of  the  New  Yorte  Times 
has  just  b^en  published:  OOFVi  0^  HARVARD,  costs  |5  and  SajUtx 
I'll  wait  for  the  i-apor  bnck  to  buy  It,  but  1 looked  at  it 
yester'^ny  and  ssv  that  your  fine  trlnute  from  ' h'‘  S'i'>y  OF 
KY  LI=K  was  in  it.  you  say  reuAiber  that  Kr,  Adamr  wrote 
asklnff  you  to  write  about  Oopey  for  bis  took  and  I told  him 
you  ha-"  elrsady  '^one  it,  and  so  for  a fee  be  rot  penciestcn 
from  'Joubieday ' 8 to  use  it,  Did  you  knew  that  rn  Wyck  had 
been  on-  of  his  pupils,  but  not,  at parentiy , one  of  his 
admirers. 

• VO  Anecdotor^  from  tr.e  revi'r>w  of  t're  booa  I tlijuk  will 
amuse  you.  In  due  course  Copey  became  hoyieton  : rofeesor  of 
Literature  r. t Har'VMrd,  one  cf  tu«  most  coveted  poeltlono  in 
the  t'ni’-erel t y . ,lonn  wtUlncy  Adams  vsuc  the  flr;  t ocoupnnt  of 
the  chair  and  bo  on  his  firet  nprnarnnce  before  hlr.  elers 
as  Boylston  -is  lecture  chuc;  “aentle  .on, 

I would  hti.va  you  know  that  I am  now  warming  the  chair 
once  occuj  i<-a  by  t.t.o  cold,  correct  bottom  of  cohn 
Quincy  Adams. " 


AO  the  faci«  of  Ccij«j  ’ a bjautiful  raRdiriga  apraad  ho 
was  Kuch  sought  ftftar  , or  platforn  appearances  avay  from 
.-larvard.  Oiice  he  read  lo  hl»  class  a nice  letter  from  the 
pteoldenl  of  tii  wcaMTi's  club  asVlng  iilra  to  come  r,ud  read,  asking 
vlitii  hlb  Tea  wu.#,  auid  Inviting  »iim  to  »i  end  the  night  In  her 
hoube.  "1  wrots  to  her,"  Ctopey  tcl-'  his  class,  "thj.t  my  fee 
WAS  ons  hundred  -''ollars  and  one  hundred  an’  fifty  if  i stay 
all  night.  '• 

I can  sse  thf:t  Copay*?  particular  brand  of  humor  and 
particular  al.nd  of  ecconlrlclty  might  be  very  trying,  but  he 
was  a taacher  of  grsat  genius  and  many  of  his  pupils  have 
reaaiiitid  indebted  to  him. 

1 think  1 told  you  that  ve  bet  out  for  New  Hamfshlre 
next  Junday  utorcing,  which  I hope  will  not  bo  n??  rainy  as 
this,  'tie  leave  three  generations  of  rabbits  frolicking  in 
the  yard,  .ilas  for  the  violets’. 


Ky  love  always,  Neila 


Ill  Fl-rth  3t.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
May  2,  I960 


Dear  Bert, 


Next  Sunday  mornlnp;  (weather  permitting.) 
Keith  and  I ex.  act  ’-o  leave  here  for  Suowvillo. 

>»e  are  both  much  In  need  of  the  soothing  peace  of 
our  11"  tie  mountiiln. 

The  measure  of  Helen's  loss  increases 
as  the  days  go  on.  Devotion  she-  has,  to  be  sure, 
but  much  of  it  Is  Ignorant  and  some  of  It  1?  not 
disinterested.  In  little  things  as  -well  as  In  big 
things  it  Is  apparent.  No  one  iinov/H  hovf  to  dress 
her  for  public  appearances;  these  are  rare,  but 
very  important,  Hh'^  has  no  one  with  Folly's  v'armth 
and  presence  to  act  o.s  her  Interpreter.  I could  go 
on  with  a catalog  like  this,  but  of  course  the 
great  void  is  at  the  very  center — It  doesn't  bes.r 
t hlnklng  abo u t . 

I talked  to  ihrs.  Corbally  by  telephone 
yesterday  and  she  asked  to  be  remembered  to  you. 
Like  everyone  else  she  quite  fell  in  love  with 
David,  do  him  also  she  wishes  her  romcmbrances . 

Our  whole  group  is  beginning  to  scatter 
for  the  summer.  Haney  is  already  on  the  island  of 
Martha's  \ineyard  where  she  is  building  a house  for 
herself.  Katharine  Cornell  will  be  in  her  own  hone 
up  there  as  soon  as  she  finishes  with  I'filAR  LIAR 
In  Boston  where  sh  •:  Is  this  week.  Helen  (1  hope) 
will  pay  her  a visit  this  summer  and  we  should  like 
to  have  her  in  Bnowvllle  ae  v-ell.  Her  present  plan 
is  to  remain  at  Arcan  Ridge  until  cool  weather 
cornea  to  Alabama  this  fall,  dhen  she  will  join 
her  sister  i-.'ildred  for  a while. 

■prlng  has  been  wet  and  miserable  on 
Long  Islan'^’,  but  this  is  characteristic  of  spring 
in  this  area.  There  should  be  clearer  skies  in 
New  Hampshire. 

This  v.’lth  ray  Ic  e,  dear  V. ert,  and  a 
hope  that  you  and  Isabel  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
family  are  w'ell. 


T^'^er  yours, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  G'^r.^en  City,  N.Y. 
May  I960 


Dearest  Nancy , 

So  far  as  I em  concerned  the  way  is 
perfectly  clear  for  you  to  wi"ite  a hook  ohout 
roily.  I ha-^  always  intended  to  write  about  these 
later  years  (an-^  Polly  had  v/anted  me  to),  but  I 
think  now  that  it  will  be  a Ion?,  ^•onc'.  time  before 
I can  touch  it — if  ever. 

When  I was  talking  do  *'r,  t’oyes  one 
day  last  week  it  carae  out  that  Helen  has  made  a 
new  will  since  Polly's  death,  l<^a-''lnfr  her  hocks 
and  other  w>"itlns3  to  the  Foundation.  I think  this 
means  also  th^'t  Helen's  pope  re  vrll  .1  not  to  the 
Library  of  Congress,  ns  planned,  but  to  the  A^B 
and  that  in  turn  ra^'ans  I think  that  no  rchola-  o-f 
the  future  will  ever  be  able  to  study  unexpurgated 
records.  My  napera  will  <ro  to  the  L of  Cj'^'hu*'  '■h:^y 
are  so  full  of  indiscretions  that  they  will  have  to 

bear  a lep-end  "Not  io  be  opened  'until I think 

we  should  all  get  together  on  this  and  maybe 
gather  up  photostat  e of  re-^ealing  le+lers  tvrt 
the  owners  want^  to  keep.  No  hurry  on  this  score, 
but  a bland  Inhuman  picture  of  Helen  ou.gt't  not  to 
stand.  Devid  said  Helen  was  captive.  1 add  in 
chains . 

Bvelyn  said  that  Helen's  speech  dye 
not  go  off  so  v'ell  at  the  dinner  for  Mike  Julian  — 
lunch  I mean.  Must  have  been  fairly  disastrous  '^or 
Fvexyn  to  say  this.  Helen's  reaction  to  Mr.  Noyes' 
letter  was  that  they  had  n] reedy  had  a service  for 
Polly  in  Bridgeport  arid  that  was  enough'.  Li -tie 
do  tie  trustees  wot,  but  in  time  l think  they  will. 

I talked  to  Mrs.  Corbelly  °undey. 
Before  we  hung  up  she  astted  lo  be  remembered  to 
"Bert"  and  "Isa.bel"  when  I wrotel  "rnmoting 
herself  to  Polly's  leveii 

V.nerice  coiiietl/  our  help  I don't 
know.  I '’on' t think  from  Mildred.  I do  fhink 
those  who  can  should  visit  nelen  often...  I 
wish  to  God  that  Mildred  could  take  her  off 
somewhere . 

'.'he  house  sounds  very  exciting.  A 
house  is  fun,  hut  sometimes  a worrying  sort  of 
f un-- 


Mnch  love, 


Ill  Fifth  St,,  Garden  City,  N-'?w  York 
May  3,  I960 


Dear  Leah, 


Our  address  from  next  Mondp.y  until 
after  we  have  cast  our  votes  on  Jllectlon  day 
will  be  Snov/llle,  Kew  Hampshire.  Islsfhone 
the  same:  Hickory  7-223?  and  the  central  office 
la  in  Conway,  not  Snovv^ille. 

I am  sorry  that  the  winter  has  been 
so  beset  with  grief  an'  anxiety,  but  there 
have  been  high  points,  else  it  would  have  been 
unbearable.  1 hoX'e  all  goes  well  from  here  on 
out . 


Please  have  a happy  summer. 

Always  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Leah  Salisbury 
234  ^’0st  44  5t. 

New  York  36 

H.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  Kev'  York 
Mey  ? , 19  uO 


Dear  Kiss  Lender 


Kill  you  please  send  me  v/hat 
Inf orc; -tloi:!  you  have  on  tiio  orlfcilijs.1  publi- 
cation of  that  poem  by  Helen  K3ll<er,  "In  the 
Garden  of  the  Lord,"  vhicli  begins 

ihe  word  of  God  came  unto  me. 

Sitting  alone  among  the  multitudes; 

and  my  blind  eyes  were  touched  'with  light. 

La  I remember  it,  there  was  some 
difficulty  in  tracking  it  dov/n  and  perhaps  it  was 
never  dons.  All  Kiss  Keller  knew  was  that  she  had 
written  the  poem. 


I called  your  office  vrhlle  you 
were  away  and  found  that  you  v.erc  on  vacation. 
I hope  It  vfas  a pleasant  one. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


i!rs.  Keith  honney 


Miss  Helga  Lende 

American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 
15  West  16  3t . 

New  York  11 

N.Y. 


Garden  City,  May  5,  I960 


Dear  Lenore, 


T th^.nk  there  ie  nothing  that  anybody  can 
do  and  bo  far  as  I am  concerned  I vjant  nothing  that 
does  not  come  from  Helen's  heart,  tJo  ons  hnovs  exactly 
whut  it  is  that  sh<?  holds  against  me,  but  there  is 
some  sign  that  oho  is  relenting;  in  a letter  to  Mr. 
Noyes  last  week  she  said  something  about  tiow  much 
work  I had  done  for  her  and  through  her  for  the 
Foundation. 


"he  foundation  has  taken  her  over  completely. 
To  do  this  they  had  to  get  me  out  and  that  has  had  a lot 
to  do  with  everthing.  They  have  had  Helen  make  a nsv: 
will  in  v.'hich  ohe  leaves  all  her  books  and  writings  to 
them.  I think  this  means  that  her  papers  will  go  there 
Instead  of  to  the  Library  of  Congress  and  I think  they 
will  expurgate  them,  Mine,  unexpurge  ted .will  still  go 
to  the  L C end  so  will  some  others,  including.  Rill 
Gibson' s. 


Helen  has  no  dlslriterested  friend  with 
whom  she  can  talk,  t'he  rslp.tion  with  Nancy  and  Kit  is 
loving,  but  she  had  never  talked  about  her  problems  with 
them.  She  is  surrount'ed  hy  people  who  are  hired  hy  the 
Foundation;  they  are  dev- o ted,  but  not  one  of  them  is 
privy  to  Helen's  inmost  thoughts  (no  one  is);  they  all 
claim  to  be  friends  of  mine  and  I think  they  are  (I 
know  they  are  distressed),  hut  their  living  comes  from 
the  Foundation  and  I should  not  like  to  see  any  one  of 
them  put  to  the  test. 

Mr.  Noyes  has  been  in  touch  with  the 
National  Cathedral  about  the  ceremonies  for  lolly's 
ashes.  Lhen  her  secretary  ICvelyn  3eide  asked  Helen 
when  she  v.’anted  to  go  down  to  kashingtcn  for  it  Helen 
said  brusquely  that  they  had.  had  services  for  Polly  in 
Bridgeport  and  so  far  as  she  was  concerned  th?t  -was 
that.  Mr.  Noyes  may  be  able  to  persuade  her,  but  when 
Helen's  niln"i  shuts  like  a trap  it  ie  hard(to  open. 

Kvelyn  said  that  the  speech  .at  the 
Better  Vision  Institute  at  which  she  interpreted  for 
Helen  did  not  go  off  -v'ery  well.  Kvelyn  has  h''"^  no 
experience  in  any  kind  of  public  speaking  and  I hope 
to  God  the  Foundation  will  not  allow  this  sort  of  thing 
to  go  on. 

I hope  so  many  things.  Wild  gossip  is 


spreading  out  from  various  centers  and  none  of  it 
is  (^oing  He.len  or  the  Fcmdation  any  good.  I think 
the  Foundation  is  dimly  beginning  to  realize  this 
anH  I now  realize  that  even  if  there  had  been  no 
break  between  us  I should  have  been  as  helpless  as 
I pm  now.  Our  solid  little  band — }{.it,  Nancy,  David 
Levy,  Ethel  Clark,  and  Dr.  Dixon — Is  doing  all  it 
can,  wulch  Is  little  enough.  I hope  that  those  who 
are  oermitted  will  visit  Arcan  Ridge  as  often  as 
possible — this  will  at  least  show  the  woraen  up 
there  that  other  eyes  beaides  tac  oundation' s are 
upon  theca. 


Leno>'e,  I really  should  not  have  burdened 
you  with  all  this,  but  I did  feel  from  the  beginning 
that  vou  ought  to  know  and  once  started  I haven't 
been  able  to  stop.  All  1 know  to  do  is  to  let  Helen 
continue  to  know  that  we  love  her. 

And  I love  you  too'. 


Snowvllle,  May  23,  I960 


Daarest  Helsn, 

Ve  have  been  here  exactly  two  weeks,  we 
arrived  in  a heavy  downpour  and  hardly  a day  has  gone  by 
when  It  did  not  rain  either  a little  or  a lot.  The  wetness 
has  Increased  the  population  of  black  flies  and  has  brought 
on  an  extraordinary  scourge  of  mosquitoes.  We  wear  head 
nets  when  we  go  outside  (they  make  us  look  as  if  we  were 
on  safari  in  Africa)  and  once  or  twice  a day  we  sxaxy 
spray  the  inside  of  the  house.  All  this  will  be  over  before 
long  and  we  really  have  nothing  to  complain  about,  though 
I could  wish  that  the  birds  did  not  sing  quite  so  loud  at 
half  past  four  in  the  morning. 

yesterday  was  "v.hlte  Sunday,"  so-called 
because  the  apple  trees  are  in  full  bloom,  "o  are  the  lilacs, 
the  ’affodlls,  the  forgetmenots,  the  Johhny-Jump-ups,  the 
wild  violets  and  painted  trllllum  and  many  other  flowers. 
Clyde  is  not  able  to  work  for  us,  so  we  are  doing  our  own 
digping.  We  have  a boy  who  mows  the  lawn,  brings  in  wood 
and  does  other  chores.  His  mother  comes  one  day  a week  to 

help  with  the  cleaning. 

Last  summer  we  gave  the  guest  house  down  the 

hill  to  a young  house  painter  and  carpenter  whom  we  have 
known  for  some  years,  the  kind  of  person  who  could  not 
do  a shoddy  Job  if  he  tried.  He  is  tearing  the  house  down 
and  will  rebuild  it  in  a different  form  on  a lovely  piece 
of  ground  that  overlooks  a lake  a few  miles  from  here,  I 
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am  havln5  the  little  electric  stove  brought  up  here,  Jud  (that 
Is  the  young  man's  name)  and  his  wife  are  taking  a lot  of  the 
furniture,  including  the  refrigerator,  the  beds,  the  chairs, 
the  bathroom  fixtures,  etc.,  and  we  are  selling  what  Is  left 
and  giving  the  proceeds  to  the  Ladles  Circle  which  takas  care 
of  all  sorts  of  things  In  the  village,  like  repainting  the 
Little  White  Church,  furnishing  hot  lunches  for  the  school 
children,  etc.  It  Is  all  turning  out  to  be  a very  happy 
experience.  Ihe  house  had  become  too  much  of  a burden  for 
us — we  don't  get  huskier  as  we  get  older— and  we  are  -dp  glad 
to  know  that  Its  days  of  usefulness  are  not  at  an  end. 

Ihe  first  thing  I did  this  morning  was  to  put  in  an 
order  for  an  aronnd-the-neck  mirror.  This  is  no  decoration 
to  be  worn  like  a string  of  pearls,  but  It  does  loop 
around  the  neck,  leaving  both  hands  free  and  I Intend  to 
use  It  to  cut  my  hair.  I can  do  pretty  well  hacking  away 
at  the  front,  the  mirror  will  give  me  a chance  to  keep  the 
back  hair  under  some  degree  of  control.  There  aren' t any  really 
good  hair-dressers  around  here.  A friend  showed  me  last  summer 
how  to  go  about  the  Job,  but  I don't  know  how  far  I shall  get 
with  the  project  until  I have  tried  It. 

Among  the  "paperbacks"  that  I brought  up  with  me 
Is  a book  called  THT  BOOK  OF  JOB  AS  A ORl^K  TRAOEDY  by  Dr. 
Horace  Kallen,  the  son  of  a distinguished  rabbi.  It  Is 
perfectly  fascinating  thus  far  and  I shall  tell  you  more  about 
It  after  I have  finished  It. 

This  goes  with  my  love,  as  always;  my  heart  still 
spends  much  of  Its  time  at  Arcan  Ridge — Kella 


Snowvllla,  June  1,  i960 


IJearest  Helen, 

The  New  York  Times  Magazine  for  last  Sunday 
carried  an  article  called  OPFKINQ  THE  DOOR  FOR  A DEAF 
CHILD.  It  was  especially  Interesting  to  me  because  It 
shows  that  some  of  the  authorities  In  this  field  of 
education  are  at  last  coming  around  to  the  rosltlon  that 
Teacher  always  held:  that  the  profoundly  deaf  child  needed 
the  manual  alphabet  as  well  as  the  oral  method  of  In- 
struction because  the  oral  method  Is  so  much  more 
difficult.  I had  not  realized  that  only  25  per  cent  of  the 
English  language  Is  "visible,"  that  Is,  easily  read  on 
the  lips.  "Key"  was  cited  as  a word  that  requires  no 
lip  movement  and  the  words  "pie,"  "by,"  and  "my"  as 
words  so  much  alike  as  to  be  almost  Indistinguishable  on 
the  lips.  Very  likely  you  know  already  about  the  "non- 
verbal project"  for  teaching  lam  language  to  very  young, 
very  deaf  children  that  Queens  college  on  Long  Island  Is 
carrying  on  with  funds  from  the  ■’nlted  States  Office  of 
Education.  Teacher's  was  a voice  crying  In  the  wilderness, 
but  here  Is  the  voice  of  organized  authority  and  It  ought 
to  bring  fruitful  results.  The  time  « is  on  the  way  I 
think  when  Teacher  will  really  come  into  her  own. 

Reading  Dr.  Kallen' s book  on  Job  and  re- 
reading Job  In  both  the  King  James  version  and  In  the 
American  Revised  ver  Ion  opened  up  so  many  lines  of  thought 
that  I have  longed  to  have  some  one  here  to  talk  about  It 
with.  How  much  llglit  Robert  Tfelffer  could  always  throw 


on  Buch  mattorsl  I always  prefer  reading  the  Bible  In  the 
King  James  version,  but  It  Is  Interesting  to  have  the  more 
accurate  revised  version  at  hand.  For  Instance,  in  the 
revised  version  the  last  part  of  Job's  final  answer  to 
aod  Is  translated  thus: 

"Only  by  hearsay  had  1 known  thee. 

But  now  mine  eye  seeth  thee. 

And  I recant  my  challenge  and  am  comforted 
Amid  dust  and  ashes." 

Instead  of: 

"I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear: 
but  now  mine  eye  seeth  thee. 

therefore  I abhor  myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and 
ashes." 

In  my  reading  I was  more  than  ever  aware  of  the 
vividness  of  the  referencesln  the  background,  to  the  Ice 
in  brooks,  to  the  clouds,  the  winds,  and  the  earthquake, 
to  the  eagle,  the  owl,  the  falcon,  the  ostrich,  and  the 
hawk  and  the  vulture,  to  the  moths  and  to  the  spider' s web, 
to  the  ass  and  the  ass's  colt,  to  horses  and  bulls  and  cows 
and  oxen,  and  Jackals,  to  asps  and  vipers,  to  thistles 
and  barley  and  cedar  and  willow  and  lotus  trees  and  tree 
sprouts  and  olive  trees  and  vines,  to  sapphires,  silver, 
onyx,  glass,  coral,  topaz  and  rubles  and  to  Iron  and  gold  and 
copper.  'Fhey  were  accurate  observers,  those  ancient  writers, 
and  It  would  be  Interesting  to  read  the  entire  Bible  with 
their  references  to  natural  history  In  mind. 

Ky  cleaning  woman  has  Just  arrived.  ' e are  turning  the 
house  upside  down  and  the  proper  c imparlson  here  would  be  to 
a cyclone. 

Yesterday  1 had  a disappointment  when  my  doctor  put  me 
on  the  scalee.  I am  down  to  99  pounds,  all  dressed  up,  and  the 
proper  comparison  here  would  be  to  a grasshopper  or  some  other 
bony -looking  Insect.  My  love  always,  Nells 


Snovfvlllo,  June  5,  I960 


Dearest  Helen, 

I must  tell  you  about  El Kingsley,  On  the 
day  that  she  and  I wont  up  to  Bridgeport  together  for  the 
services  for  I'olly  she  told  me  she  was  going  to  write  you  a 
long  letter.  Yesterday  I had  a note  from  her  explaining  why 
she  hadn't.  Some  time  back  at  night  In  her  apartment  In  the 
dark  she  fell  over  the  vacuum  cleaner  which  she  had  left  on 
the  kitchen  floor.  She  broke  seven  ribs,  three  In  three 
places  and  punctured  a lung.  One  lung  collapsed,  the  other 
filled  with  liquid  and  she  was  rushed  to  the  hospital  for 
an  emergency  operation,  without  anaesthetic  because  of  the 
condition  of  her  heart.  She  was  not  expected  to  live  and  the 
family  was  summoned,  but  she  Is  now  at  home,  feeling  "porely" 
as  she  expressed  It,  but  hoping  to  resume  a normal  life 
before  longl 

Clyde  came  up  to  see  us  yesterday.  He  Is  too 
fat  and  scant  of  breath  to  work,  but  his  spirit  Is  good  and 
with  Social  Security  and  a small  Income  from  a woodlot  he  Is 
able  to  live  Just  about  as  well  as  ho  ever  did.  A coon 
crawled  Into  his  basement  last  autumn  (this  gives  you  some 
Idea  of  the  state  of  repair  of  his  house)  and  spent  the 
winter  hibernating  there,  Clyde  put  food  near  him,  but  he 
paid  no  attention  and  one  fine  spring  day  when  Clyde  looked 
for  him  ho  was  gone.  About  15  of  Mr.  French's  goats  s ent 
the  winter  In  Clyde's  barn.  Vihen  the  weather  became  warm  enough 
to  let  them  out  they  proved  to  be  a great  source  of  embarrassment. 
Every  time  a car  stopped  they  swarmed  over  It,  leaping  to  the 


hood  ftnd  oven  to  the  top,  mi  oesy  font  for  a goat  with  thoae 
modern  low-slung  care.  The  owners  of  the  cars  were  Justly 
annoyed — somotlmos  they  had  difficulty  In  gattlng  un^or 
way  again  and  when  they  pot  the  car  home  they  had  to  wash  off 
the  goat  rlnto.  The  goats  themselves  settled  the  problem. 

After  a while  they  renombored  that  the  grass  was  green  on 
’088  Kt.  and  took  off  through  the  woods  to  get  to  It.  It 
was  several  days  before  Mr.  French  found  them,  contentedly 
mask  munching  In  the  very  place  where  they  were  suri’osed  to 
t'S. 

I told  you  that  we  had  given  the  little  house  to 
a young  man  who  Is  going  to  rebuild  It  Into  a home  for 
himself  and  his  wife  and  small  daughter;  this  will  be  the 
first  home  they  have  ever  owned.  Well,  on  Memorial  Day 

we  gave  the  big  bam  down  there  to  another  young  roan  who 
Is  going  to  tear  it  down  and  make  himself  a lakeside 
cottage  here  In  our  township.  Helen,  it  would  do  you  good 
to  see  how  happy  those  two  young  couples  are.  They  are 
going  to  have  Just  exactly  the  kinds  of  places  they  have 
longed  dreamed  of,  but  had  not  hoped  to  get  for  many  years 
to  come.  And  you  con  Imagine  how  happy  It  makes  Keith  and  me 
to  be  able  to  do  this  for  them.  We  have  known  both  families 
for  a long  time,  both  young  men  have  worked  for  us  at  one 
time  or  another  and  we  know  how  fine  and  dependable  they  are, 
how  desirable  they  are  as  members  of  our  community  or  Indeed  of 
any  community.  This  Is  the  high  spot  of  our  summer  thus  far 
and  we  hop>e  It  Is  an  omen  of  other  happinesses  to  came. 

My  love  and  Keith's  with  It  as  always,  Nella 


Auj^uat  5j  i960 


Dearest  Naricy, 


I will  quote  from  Rub  sell  Maj.'on'  a 
letter  to  Lenora: 

"Cha  service  at  the  Gathodrel  or;  ''..e.'’r5eo;‘'ay 
was  brief  and  exclusive,  but  not  r loo  ray . It  vras 
raining  outside,  though  it  was  bright  in  the  amell 
chapel,  with  the  red  carpet  and  the  brilliant  mural. 
2lmer  Dr.  Slmer  Louis  rrayser.  Dean  of  George 
Washington  University  and  I arrived  early  and  the 
young  verger  took  us  into  the  chapel  and  the 
columbarium  before  Mr.  Noyes  arrived  for  the  service... 

"Mr.  Noyes  apparently  did  not  know 
that  we  would  be  present.  Before  the  service  he 
bowed  or  nodded  to  us,  and  after  the  service,  when 
the  clergyman  shook  hands  with  all  of  us,  lir.  Noyes 
wanted  to  knov;  our  names  so  he  could  tell  the  family. 

I explained  why  end  how  we  were  there.  Ke  was  most 
friendly  and  spoke  of  Helen's  very  positive  belief 
that  all  that  mattered  was  that  she  would  meet  Polly 
in  Keaven.  He  regretted  the  misunderstanding  with 
Nella  and  was  sure  It  was  because  of  i’olly's  aient?! 
attitude  during  the  long  lllneBs... 

""he  new  urn  is  not  like  Teacher's 
dark  green  bronze  one.  It  is  dark  bronze  color  and 
a slightly  different  shape.  Mr.  Noyes  said  that  they 
were  unable  to  match  the  other  tv;o  urne..." 

The  inscription  on  the  urn  reads: 

Mary  Agnes  Thomson,  February  20, 183^-March  20,  I960. 
"Polly  Thomson' s ’neart  hs.s  been  the  most  precious 
treasure  to  Teacher  and  rae."  Helen  Keller. 

The  service  consisted  of  the  Collect 
(Sixth  after  Trinity),  the  Creed,  the  Lord's  ^rayep. 
Prayer  for  the  Blind,  Treyer,  Kemercber  thy  servant, 

0 lord,  the  Coraraltial,  then  another  brief  I'rayer  in 
the  columbarium.  The  service  was  conducted  by  the 
Reverend  John  F.  Carter,  Provincial  Secretary  of  the 
Church  Society  for  College  work,  assisted  by  a 
Verger.  Joems  to  me  that  everything  was  quite  well 
managed,  but  I wish  I could  tell  Bert  that  some  of  the 
rest  of  us  v;ere  there. 


Mr.  Noyes  Is  having  lunch  with  Helen  at  Arcan 
Ridge  today,  presumably  to  tell  Helen  about  the  service. 
Mildred  and  Katharine  are  going  abroad  together  In 
April  I believe  It  Is,  but  Mildred  has  promised  to  go 
back  with  Helen  later  In  the  year  If  that  Is  what  she 
wants.  Svelyn  (I  talked  to  her  last  night)  says  that 
Helen  does  want  to  go,  to  see  Polly's  family,  but  she 
has  said  nothing  to  the  trustees  and  ^elyn  was  uncertain 
as  to  what  to  do.  I told  her  to  tell  the  trustees 
herself.  She  didn't  believe  ms  when  I told  her  that 
Helen  had  demanded  more  money  on  TMW — I mean  she  did 
believe  ms,  but  she  Imew  that  something  was  awfully 
wrong  somewhere. . . 

Virginia  Scharoff  sent  me  a copy  of  The 
Reporter,  published  by  the  IHB.  On  the  first  page  was 
a lovely  picture  of  Helen  and  Polly  with  Peter  Salmon. 

On  one  of  the  inside  pages  was  a picture  of  th*  guests 
at  table  at  the  luncheon  Peter  Salmon  gave  Helen  on 
June  29.  Robert  Smlthdas  sat  at  Peter's  right,  Helen 
at  his  left,,  then  Mildred.  Everyone  was  looking  at  the 
camera  except  Smlthdas  and  Helen,  they  were  still  eating, 
completely  shut  off  from  everything.  During  Folly's 
lifetime  no  such  picture  was  ever  made;  there  was  never 
an  instant  in  public  when  Helen  was  unav:are  of  what 
was  going  on,  never  a time  when  Polly  mugged  the 
camera  on  her  own  behalf.  The  picture  haunts  me — In 
fact  I sometimes  think  I am  a haunted  woman. 

Russell  will  be  at  V’olfeboro  with  Ignore 
next  week  and  I hope  very  much  that  they  will  drl\fs 
over  to  see  us. 


Love  always  to  you  and  Kit, 


Snowvllle,  Aur.  10,  I960 


Dearest  Helen, 

All  day  yesterday  It  rained  and  I spent  most 
of  the  time  in  front  of  an  apple-wood  fire  in  the  living 
room  rereading  some  of  A.E.'s  poems  and  essays.  Teacher  came 
very  close  to  me  as  I remembered  how  she  loved  his  bright 
Imagery  and  his  lofty  hopes  for  ttie  future  of  mankind.  I 
want  to  give  you  soma  verses  from  one  of  the  poems  which 
almost  might  have  been  written  especially  for  Teacher: 


"Those  delicate  children 
Thy  dreams,  still  endure: 

All  pure  and  lovely  things 
Vend  to  the  Pure, 

Sigh  not:  unto  the  fold 
Their  way  was  sure. 

"Thy  gentlest  dreams,  thy  frailest. 
Even  those  that  were 
Born  and  lost  in  a heart-beat. 
Shall  meet  thee  there. 

They  are  become  Immortal 
In  shining  air. 

"The  unattainable  beauty 
The  thought  of  which  was  pain, 

That  flickered  in  eyes  and  on  lips 
And  vanished  again: 

That  fugitive  beauty 
Thou  shait  attain. 
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"The  llf^hte  Innumerable 
That  led  thee  on  and  on, 

" The  Masque  of  Time  ended, 

ohall  rIow  Into  one. 

It  shall  be  with  thee  forever. 

Thy  travel  done." 

And  speaking  of  poetry,  I don't  know  If  you  are 
familiar  with  the  work  of  Langston  Hughes  who  Is  our 
leading  American  Kegro  poet.  He  has  Just  made  an 
anthology  of  native  African  writing,  AN  AFRICAN  TREASURY. 

I have  not  seen  It,  but  in  a review  I ran  across  these 
lines  from  a poem  by  Blrago  Dlop  of  Senegal: 

"Listen  more  often  to  things  than  to  beings. 

Hear  the  fire's  voice, 

Hear  the  voice  of  water. 

In  the  wind  hear  the  sobbing  of  the  trees. 

It  Is  the  voice  of  our  forefathers." 

As  the  reviewer  says,  "Mr.  Dlop's  poem  might  have 
been  Included  In  an  anthology  of  works  by  our  own  New  Eng- 
land poetis  of  Emerson's  and  Thoreau's  time."  Mr.  Hughes' 
TREASURY  is  a sampling  of  the  prose  and  poetry  of  the  leaders 
of  the  great  literary  renaissance  which  Is  now  going  on 
among  the  native  Africans  whose  work  Is  for  the  first  time 
entering  Into  the  stream  of  world  literature,  "The  beat  of 
Africa  comes  through  everywhere  In  the  book"  and  I think 
It  might  be  a good  Idea  for  me  to  got  a copy  and  make 
excerpts  for  you:  this  should  enlarge  our  knowledge  of  the 
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soul  of  AfrlcA  ao<l  of  tho  '^osp  cjmeote  flowing  un:'!sr  ihs 
turTBoll  in  that  unhnppy  continent.  1 woul«1  io-  o to  do  It 
And  If  yon  would  llHo  mo  to»  Just  toll  nNelyn  or  ./iPs, 

CorbAlly  t.o  lAt  »•  know, 

wa  hn»e  A*om«rl  tbo  poons,  tout  they  stroll 

thpongh  the  yn»*d  every  everlrif — of  them  night  boforo 
lest  I Ani  we  s*lll  throw  out  tr«»ah  fl»h  when  w«  come  home 
from  8 ♦‘IrMng  trip  on  the  leka,  V<e  hut  th^  fieh  In  e iwci 
and  on«  of  the  little  coons  r few  night r ngo  tried  for  a 
long  time  ee.t  ’nlntlly  end  folltely  like  Mn  mother  by 
reaching  Into  tho  with  his  r^ws,  '^hls  wrs  too  much  for  hla 
And  the  thSnr  we  know  h«  hrd  cll'tibed  Into  the  pan  end 

ant  6oyT  gobhllng. 

^■•ut  our  beat  etory  at  th«  mocent  le  not  e.vout  an 

animnl  b<tt  about  r per?on,  e local  ebprseter,  an  elderly  man 

n»eed  ''evell  ,tohnron.  Sot  too  lone  ego  ft  eal'^Bman  cane 

through  thl«  Area  s*lllr«r  a big  hnndeome  Illustrated  Pible 

as  he  wert  from  door  to  -'oor.  '’ewell  nhowe-^  grent  interest, 

looked  et  all  the  rlfl'UfdS,  listersod  to  the  aalesmen  as  ha 

talked  on  nnd  on  about  the  advantages  of  having  such  a Slble 

ane  the  saleawerj  became  surer  and  surer  of  avccsbr.  '•'hen 

he  finally  ran  out  of  something  to  say  fewell  said  "It*s 

a wori'^orful  book  end  IM  buy  It  If  I knew  bow  to  roadl** 

Sewell  Incidentally  has  sight  handsome  children  and  every  ons 

of  them  has  been  in  Jail  at  one  time  or  another,  most  of  them 

for  thievery.  He  says  that  he  used  to  think  they  would  take 

care  of  him  whan  he  was  old,  now  It  looks  as  If  he  Is  ■’Oln® 
have  to 

to/t.ake  car"  o^  them, 

’«nore  may  drive  over  one  afternoon  this  week,  1 
hope  so  and  I wish  you  could  be  with  us.  My  lo’ e always,  Nolls 
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August  20,  i960 


Dearest  Nancy, 

You  and  Kit,  be  sure  to  see  the  advertlslns 
page  featuring  Helen  In  the  Sat.  E’/e.  Post  for  Aug.  20, 
ooposlte  page  84.  Little  by  little  a new  public 
Image  of  her  is  emerging  and  TMW  Is  only  a part  of  It, 
but  fully  In  keeping  with  the  rest. 

Before  I gave  Keith  your  letter  to  read 
I asked  him  If  he  thought  I was  bitter.  He  said  No, 
only  sorrowful.  I think  now  that  I shall  have  nothing 
to  say  about  the  money.  If  there  is  any  way  for  them 
simply  to  take  It,  I think  that  Is  what  they  will  do, 
but  I do  not  pretend  to  understand  them.  I write 
regularly  to  Helen,  but  not  about  personal  things;  she 
reads  the  letters  and  quotes  them  and  the  other  day 
when  Evelyn  told  her  that  she  didn't  have  time  to  read 
the  nresentatlon  copies  of  books  that  were  sent  and 
asked  why  didn't  she  send  them  on  to  me  to  read  fa  and 
report  on  as  I used  to  do  Helen  said,  "vcs,  why  don't 
you?" 

I have  told  Evelyn  and  I'lrs.  Corbally 
that  there  would  always  be  room  here  for  Helen  and 
one  of  them,  but  I ha.ve  been  waiting  to  find  out  how 
this  money  deal  Is  to  be  handled  before  writing  Helen 
direct  about  how  I hope  It  will  be  used  and  about  our 
getting  together  for  a talk  about  It,  either  here  or 
at  Arcan  Ridge.  Vhen  It  Is  all  sewed  up,  howeve'-  they 
may  do  It , I will  write  Helen  along  these  lines, 
summarizing  the  whole  business.  The  whole  sad,  shabby 
business. 


Your  book  about  Polly  will  be  one 
memorial--all  good  luck  and  happiness  with  it  I 

Your  house  sounds  delightful.  Ve've  had 
fun  with  a house  this  summer  too:  we  gave  It  av:ay , a 
nice  little  four-room  cottage  with  an  enormous  screened 
in  porch.  This  went  to  a young  friend  of  ours  who  is 
a house-painter  and  the  big  barn  with  old  beams  went 
to  another  young  friend  who  Is  a carpenter.  Two  lake- 
side cottages  are  In  the  making  from  the  house  and 
barn  and  everybody  is  happy  about  the  deal,  Including 
the  neighbors.  One  of  them  said  to  another  The  Henneys 
are  peculiar,  but  nice.  I don't  think  we  are 
peculiar. 


Much,  much  love  to  you  and  Kit  and 
many,  many  thanks. 


August  22,  I960 


Dear  :5velyn, 


I meant  to  thank  you  for  your  sweet 
note  and  its  enclosures  the  minute  I got  it,  then 
I had  a sudden  influx  of  unexpected  company  that 
kept  me  going  in  circles  until  this  morning-- just 
the  sort  of  thing  that  is  likely  to  happen  in  a 
country  house  at  the  height  of  the  vacation 
season.  The  books  haven't  come  yet,  but 

I'll  be  glad  to  take  care  of  them  when  they  do. 

I think  it  is  splendid  that  Mrs.  Corbally  can 
help  you  with  the  thousand  or  so  things  you  have 
to  do.  I hope  terribly  that  seme  day  the 
awful  misconceptions  can  be  cleared  out  of  Helen' s 
mind,  for  her  owns  sake  and  the  sake  of  her 
reputation,  but  I don't  want  her  to  be  under  any 
pressure  to  v/rite  to  me;  unless  she  can  write 
from  her  heart  I would  rather  she  wouldn't  write. 
And  Evelyn,  do  take  care  of  yourself  and  protect 
yourself  in  every  way  you  can.  I don't  vmnt  any- 
body else  to  be  hurt,  you  least  of  all. 

My  lov  e , 


Snowvllle,  Nflw  KampBlnlre 
ii'JKUSt  'ei^t  i960 


Dear  Mr.  Colton: 


I ata  retumlnfr  the  various  MIRACLE 
ViORKSR  documents,  properly  signed  and  initialled 
II  Viope)  by  Keith  and  me. 

Perhaps  I should  have  kept 
copies  of  some  of  them;  if  so,  you  can  return  them 
to  me. 


v;ith  all  good  wishes,  1 am 
Sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Henney 


..r,  Tdward  Colton 
Colton,  Gellantz  ^ Fernbach 
7^5  Fifth  Ava. 

New  York  22 
New  York 


Snowvllla,  aur.  24,  ly 60 


^rery  cloar  o-<'or.iag  v;a  f;;o  out  to  watch  our 
Bat'slltto  2cho  traverse  the  and  ovary  Lime  we  see  it 
we  are  thrilled  with  awe  and  delight.  The  New  iork  limea 
nnd  many  other  newsparefs  publish  its  dally  sche.-.ule  and 
I hope  you  and  everyone  else  at  Arcan  Ridge  h.s  shared 
the  wonderful  expedience  of  looking  at  it.  uist  week- 
end we  bad  with  us  a young  scientist  who  is  deeply 
interee'-O'’  In  apace  travel  ?.n^  comrsunication  wnd  som;  of 
the  things  h^  tol-^  h3»K  us  were  perfectly  fasci.ur.t  ing. 
Recause  of  oentalr?  curious  rhythmic  sounds  tnrt  come  to 
us  ^rnrn  ou+er  space  many  men  of  groat  ability  believe  that 
other  stars  are  trying  to  comraunicete  with  us  and  we 
are  bull-*lng  great  complicated  api-aratus  to  try  to 
communicate  v.dth  them.  They  have  silminatefi  lenus  and 
Kars  from  those  vl’-h  w'bom  they  will  try  to  talk,  •. enus 
because  her  atmosphere  carrlss  a gas  in  which  life  as  we 
knovj  it  cannot  erlrt,  .'ars  for  n dlf'^erent  reason.  In 
187?  the  A'l'erlcan  astronomer  Asaph  i'all  discovered  that 
Mars  had  tv'o  small  satellites.  He  named  them,  a;  p'^opriataly , 
after  the  two  sons  of  Ares  who  us"ally  accompanl'd  hiin  when 
he  wont  -^orth  to  war,  ’'■el  rios  and  “hobos,  in  other  wor 'a, 
Panic  an'  ■'^e°r.  The  satellites  are  very  close  to  the  p lanet 
and  with  the  new  methods  of  study  log  the  he'o- uily  bO''’ioc 
it  ban  been  ’iacovered  that  their  cblts  ore  not  like 
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those  of  natural  celestial  bo^^les,  +he  moon,  -^or  Instance, 

but  Hie  those  of  these  m£!.n-raa(’e  objects  that  we  and  the 

towards 

Russians  are  fllnplnp,  up  tw/the  stars.  They  therefore 

conclu.^e  that  the  ‘Martians  put  them  there;  for  other 

reasons  they  think  that  no  life  exists  at  present  on 

Kars.  It  seems  (if  all  this  is  true)  that  planets  like 

human  telngs  have  a life  cycle  and  v/hat  they  hope  to  do  is 

to  locale  a planet  which  is  about  the  same  ar,s  as  the 

earth  eni  in  th=  same  state  of  development.  Kotring  is 

unbelievable  these  days  an:'  the  years  ahead  :romise  to  be 

even  more  exciting  than  the  ones  we  are  going  through  now. 

’•’e  have  bean  getting  some  good  laughs  out  of 

MA"K  TVaIN  IOKICtHI  by  Hal  Holbrook  who  did  that  wonderful 

impersonation  of  Mark  Twain  on  Eroadv-ay  last  ’.-flnter,  using 

Mark's  own  words  as  his  text.  Here  is  the  way  he  handled 

a 

an  interviewer,  or  so  he  says.  I’ha  interviewer  says  that 
he  has  read  somevjhere  that  Mark  had  a brother  and  asks  if 
this  is  true. 

"Oh.  '^es,  now  thet  you  mention  it;  there  vms  a 
brother  .iliiam — '-ill  we  called  him.  ?oor  old  Bill!" 

"Why?  la  he  dead?" 

"te  never  could  tell.  There  was  a groat  mystery 
about  that,  you  see." 

"■^hat  is  sad.  He  disappeared  then?" 

" ell,  yes,  in  a sort  general  way.  b'e  buried  him.' 
"burled  him'.  Htheut  knowing  whether  he  w>-.s  dead 
or  3i  not?" 

"Oh,  no.  He  was  dead  enough,  ell  righ".  y 'O  see. 
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ve  were  twins  — -'e.^unct  sn-^  I — nn^  we  (t.ot  tnlxafi  u^.  In  the 
bathtub  when  we  were  only  two  weeks  ole,  anr’  ons  of  us 
was  flrov.’ned.  But  wo  didn't  know  which.  Some-  '•hlnk  It  was  Bill, 
foaie  think  it  was  me." 

"V.'hat  do  you  think?" 

"I  would  Rive  worlds  to  know,  this  solemn,  this 
awful  mystery  has  cast  a Rloom  over  my  whole  But 

I'll  tell  you  a secret  v;hich  I never  revealed  to  anyon? 
before.  One  of  us  had  a peculiar  mark — a lar^e  mole  on  the 
back  of  his  left  hand;  that  was  me.  That  child  wes  tve  one 
that  was  drowned." 

But  hark  v;as  really  very  clever  in  han'linr;;  the 
inquisitors,  hhen  he  was  asked  why  he  wore  hi-',  famous 
white  suit  he  ksvo  this  ansvjer*  "’'ell,  I'^-o  tra’.olled. 
aroun’  a Rood  deal  and  I’ve  mixed  with  royalty,  -’Od 
savaRGS,  and  common  ordinary  pf'ople,  an-^*  there  is  one 
bhir.R  that  has  always  struck  me  v/h-erever  I went:  tlo'hes 
mark  the  man.  Kaked  people  have  little  or  no  in''l'jenc9  in 
society . " 

'~ur  coons  have  us  in  a state  of  confusion.  It  seems 
that  ttie  family  troupe  are  brsakln^;  up.  31' ck  Trll  and 
Yellow  lall  continue  to  visit  us,  arriving  at  ’iff’orent 
times,  and  they  are  always  eccompanl  ?d  hy  b'^bles.  yellow-Tall 
will  p.rrive  with  one  baby  and  we'll  '^ecl'^e  th't  nas  lost 

two.  ?h-n  Olack-^sil  vill  '’rrl’'0  wl*-b  six,  the  n’xt  nlvht 
she  Villi  coao  with  two  or  three,  and  Yellow-Tall  ^'111 
have  three  or  four.  The  fat  babies  are  blp  cnorph  now  to  be 
on  their  own  end  we  think  they  simply  follow  any  adult 
iysot’ner  Ima.3e  that  comes  alonp..  "hi  chlpiun.ts  are  climbing 
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tho  hollyhocks  to  got  the  seed  r.o<^8;  some  tlmrs  thr  hollyhock 
stalk  bends  over  suddenly  an^  they  fall  to  the  ground,  It 
doesn't  hurt  and  so  they  scamper  up  aoaln;  sometimes  they 
xanage  to  stay  on,  swinging  dizzily  gobbllntr  seeds.  Vhat 
plpssure  and  fun  these  small  creatures  can  gi^^e  usl 

o much  of  the  time  I th3nk  of  you  and  Teacher 
arivd  Polly  and  always,  dear  Helen,  with  my  unchanrrlnp;  love,  Nella 


Aus'JS’t  70,  i960 


Dear  Mss  Lende: 


Thank  you  for  your  letter 
August  25.  I know  the  sense  of  frustration 
yoti  have  shout  that  Helen  Keller  poem 
because  I went  through  it  myself  some  years 
ago.  Helen  says  it  Is  hers,  but  she  -■’oes 
rot  remember  where  it  was  first  published, 
nor  did  Folly — it  was  probably  in  some 
obscure  magazine  which  is  now  forgotten. 

I don't  know  that  it  matters  greatly,  but 
it  would  be  nice  to  have  it  tidied  up. 

Evelyn  Seide  had  sent  me 
two  or  three  copleu  of  the  new  Helen  Keller 
pamphlet,  but  I was  glad  to  have  another.  If 
I need  additional  copies  (and  I probably 
shall)  I will  let  you  know. 

All  good  wishes. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 


Kiss  Helge  Lends,  librarian 
American  Fcun''’atlon  t-or  the  Blind 
15  ■West  16  '^t. 

New  York  11 

N.y. 


AUKUSt  31»  i960 


Dear  Leno>:-e, 


You  are  not  going  to  lik.e  tiie  inclosed 
pamphlet  any  better  than  I do,  but  it  is  in  keeping 
vith  the  rest  of  the  New  Deal  on  }'‘elen.  That  pale 
tePtlmonlal  in  the  SATURDAY  EVENING  lOoT  was^ 
reproduced  In  black  and  white  in  THE/jTS''-;  AaTD  ^or 
August  and  no  doubt  in  a number  of  other  aia?azin:s; 
it  looked  better  in  black  and  white. 


The  new  contract  on  the  motion  picture 
came  for  mo  to  sign;  it  la  essentially  what  it  was 
excect  that  tielen  demanded  more  monay  for  herself. 
Nothing  came  with  it  to  indicate  that  my  share  of  the 
money  was  to  paid  to  anyone  but  me  and  the  trustees 
nay  let  it  ride  this  way  and  Mr.  Colton,  Bill  Glbscn  s 
lawyer  says  he  will  pay  it  only  to  me  unless  he  has 
instructions  in  writing  from  the  trustees  to  do 
otherwise.  1 haven't  heard  from  J*.r.  Noyes  and  I 
should  think  that  even  the  trustees  might  be  a 
little  embarrassed  by  this  time,  but  I do  not 
pretend  to  undei^stand  how  their  mines  work.  I noticed 
that  none  of  their  signatures  appeared  on  the 
contract,  but  they  made  Evelyn  Seide  attest  to  the 
fact  that  she  had  acquainted  nelen  with  its  contents 
and  that,  she  thoroughly  understood  it — nobody  but  a 
lawyer  ca.n  understand  these  things,  but  it  is  so 
arranged  that  i-’  anything  goes  amiss  Helen  will  hr  ve 
to  bear  the  full  brunt  of  It. 


It  was  so  good  to  nave  you  and  Russell 
here,  ’’hat  a blessing  he  has  turned  out  to  be  I Of 
course  ho  always  was,  but  especially  now. 


Love  from  us  both. 


8«pt«ab«r  3,  I960 


o««r  Mr.  Soj9mt 


¥h«n  tb«  ehack  caaa  froa  tHS 
XI^ACLF  i*.J?R  photoplay  X IrlO'l  to  got  you 
by  tolophono  to  talk  with  you  about  tho 
diapeaal  of  tho  oonoy.  1 want  ooao  of  It 
to  go  to  tho  rouD'latlon,  proforably  for  a 
apoclal  purpoao,  for  aoBothlng  that  othorwioo 
ni^t  not  hav^o  boon  <1ono,  for  oonathlng  that 
will  give  Joy.  1 ohnuld  lllco  you  to 
conaiior  vhothor  or  not  a aaaorlal  fuo'^  to 
>olly  hooaon  night  not  bo  in  ordor;  both 
ffolon  and  tho  Foundation  aro  dooply  indobted 
to  hor  for  oorvicoo  rondorod  and  I am 
indobtod  to  hor  for  a long  and  valuod  frlond- 
ahlp.  Also  I should  liko  to  conaidor 
Riving  soma  of  it  to  othor  agoncios.  with 
opocifio  roforonco  to  tho  daaf -blind,  tho 
IHB,  for  oxamplo.  Or  thoro  may  bo  soma 
individual  doaf-blind  rmraon  who  naodo  tho 
sort  of  holp  that  1 might  bo  able  to  gi^o. 
'ill  you  ploaoo  disouaa  all  thio  with  Kolon 
and  lot  mo  know. 


I hold  myoolf  aooountablo 
only  to  myoolf,  but  1 shall  gi-o  a report 
to  Kr.  oibaon— an-^  to  you,  if  you  liko. 


$inooroly  youre. 


Mro.  Keith  Honnoy 


xr.  .Taneen  Koyoo  Jr. 
Komphill  At  Moyoe  Co. 
15  Broad  Bt. 

Kow  York  5 
Mow  York 


& d. 


(|LV(,C>^ 


■)4 


16 


Sept.  3»  I960 


Dear  Lenore, 

Either  the  trustees  lost  their  nerve 
when  the  chips  were  down  or  It  could  be  that  they 
have  begun  to  see  what  damage  this  whole  miserable 
business  about  THE  MIRACLE  V/ORKER  has  done,  but 
they  gave  orders  that  the  money  was  to  come  to  me. 
The  first  I knew  of  It  was  when  the  check  arrived — 
no  letter  came  from  any  of  them,  but  on  the 
accounting  slip  there  was  a notation  that  "Share 
of  Nella  Henney  per  letter  of  Instruction  to  the 
Negotiator  of  August  9,  I960."  I called  Mr. 

Noyes  to  talk  with  him  about  the  distribution  of 
the  money,  found  that  he  was  on  vacation  at 
Fisher's  Island,  and  wrote  him  a letter  telling 
him  some  of  the  things  I would  like  to  do.  He  Is 
due  to  return  to  his  office  on  Tuesday  and  I'll 
let  you  know  what  happens.  It  Is  good  to  have 
control  of  the  money. 

Ann  has  gone  south  and  Keith  and 
Eertha  and  I are  here  alone.  Bertha  will  leave 
In  October  and  we'll  leave  Just  after  Election 
Day.  When  do  you  go?  I hope  we  have  one  more 
visit  (at  least  one  more)  before  you  set  out. 

We  both  send  love,  and  In  the  midst 
of  all  the  sorrow  about  The  Miracle  Worker  and 
Helen' s present  situation  my  heart  wells  up  with 
gratitude  when  I think  of  you. 


Sept.  3,  I960 


Dearest  Nancy , 

I think  you  are  entitled  to  a copy 
of  the  letter  I have  Just  written  to  Mr.  Noyes. 
Apparently  when  the  chips  were  all  down  they  lost 
their  nerve  and  wrote  Mr.  Colton  to  send  the 
money  to  me.  I find  now  that  I react  to  the 
sheer  horror  of  the  whole  thing  with  waves  of 
nausea  which  Is  an  Improvement  over  the  utter 
despair  of  the  earlier  days,  but  forsan  et  haec 
and  however  the  rest  of  the  Latin  goes — though 
It  1b  difficult  to  see  how  these  things  can  ever 
be  pleasant  to  remember. 

Keith  and  Bertha  and  I are  here 
alone,  the  weather  la  beautiful,  the  two  cottages 
that  are  being  made  from  our  guest  house  and  barn 
are  going  up  apace,  delightfully,  and  we  are 
having  our  land  surveyed,  an  Interesting  project. 
We  own  five  farms  (all  forest  and  field  now)  and 
don*  t know  the  boundaries  of  any  but  the  one  the 
house  stands  on  and  the  own  three  acres  which  we 
don't  know  where  are,  except  that  we  think  they 
are  a cemetery  and  within  the  acreage  of  one  of 
our  neighbors. 


A raft  of  books  that  had  been 
sent  to  Helen  came  from  Arcan  Ridge  yesterday 
for  me  to  read.  Mrs.  Corbally  Is  spelling  out 
TH”  LEOPARD  to  her,  a noble  enterprise  which  was 
begun  on  the  recommendation  of  Van  Wyck  Brooks 
who  told  Helen  that  It  was  a must,  perhaps 
great  book  of  our  generation.  I have  discreetly 
kept  my  opinion  of  It  to  myself. 

I hope  everything  1s  going 
beautifully  on  the  Island  for  you  and  Kit.  We  11 
be  back  In  Garden  City  soon  after  Election  Day 
and  I hope  to  see  you  soon  after  that. 

Much  love  to  you  and  Kit  and 
more  gratitude  than  I could  ever  put  down  In 
words , 


?ept , 4,  I960 


Paareat  Helen, 

I wish  you  coulfl  have  been  with  ue  the 
other  afternoon  when  a young  Korean  woman  was  here. 

She  Is  -iolng  research  In  psychology  at  Johns  Kopklns, 
with  special  emphasis  on  communication  and  the 
conversation  turned  naturally  to  language  and  how  much 
the  language  of  a rreople  revealed  about  the  people 
themselves.  I had  Just  read  that  in  Gaelic  tl  ere  Is  no 
word  for  No.  They  can  say  No,  of  course,  but  they  do  It 
In  a roundabout  way,  which  Is  sometimes  charming  and 
sometimes  exasperating.  I think  we  have  observed  this 
In  some  of  our  friends  of  Celtic  descent.  Kim  (for  this 
was  the  young  Korean's  name)  said  that  the  Eskimos  have 
about  160  words  for  snow,  each  one  describing  a special 
kind  or  a special  aspect  of  snow;  Icy,  feathery,  sprinkled 
on  the  ground,  deep  on  the  ground,  thick  in  the  air,  thick 
in  the  air  and  blown  by  the  wind — they  have  a word  for 
anything  you  want  to  say  about  snow  and  if  this  was  the 
only  fact  what  we  had  about  these  people  we  would  know  that 
snow  is  extremely  Important  to  them.  There  is  a tribe — we 
could  not  remember  which  or  where/that  has  no  word  for 
love  and  Just  think  what  this  tells  us  about  themi  An 
endlessly  fascinating  subject,  this  of  words,  endlessly 
fascinating  their  use  In  communication,  but  here  sadness 
enters,  for  real  communication  Is  so  difficult  even  among 
nations  that  speak  the  same  language,  even  among  friends. 
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Kim  at  Johns  Hopkins  works  with  people,  but  a number 
of  the  researchers  use  rats  In  their  studies  and  are 
therefore  known  In  Baltimore  as  the  "rat  women,"  much 
to  their  distress.  Another  Inter^’etlng  example  of  the  use 
of  words, 

Keith  and  I have  decided  to  have  our  entire  holdings 
here  surveyed,  not  that  It  makes  much  difference  to  us, 
but  we  are  old  enough  now  to  h«ve  to  begin  to  think  of 
those  who  will  come  after  us.  The  old  lines,  some  of 
which  were  run  more  than  a hundred  years  ago,  are  very 


Inaccurate,  They  say  that  the^  yors 

started  out  In  the  morning  with  their  Instruments  and 
a Jug  of  hard  elder  strong  enough  to  melt  the  tines  off  a 
pitchfork;  as  the  hours  went  by  and  the  Jug  became  emptier 
and  emptier  the  lines  began  to  run  v;lld.  Also  when  they 
came  to  an  obstruction  like  a boulder  or  a rock  ledge 
instead  of  taking  the  trouble  to  run  the  line  over  It, 
they  simply  walked  around  It  and  started  again,  thus 
Increasing  the  Inaccuracies  of  the  survey.  They  marked 
the  lines  on  old  stumps  (which  rotted)  and  old  trees 
(which  fell  down).  They  were  usually  generous  In  their 
measurements;  for  example  the  home  place  here,  which  is 
the  only  one  that  has  had  an  up-to-date  survey, was  listed 
In  the  deed  as  "fifty  acres,  more  or  leas;"  It  turned  out 
to  be  76  acres.  Bo  you  see  we  are  starting  out  on  an 
adventure.  According  to  the  old  deeds  we  have  about  300 
acres  which  comprises  five  ancient  farms,  all  nov  grown  up 
to  field  and  forest.  And  one  of  the  deeds  refers  to  three 


acrea  which  wo  have  never  been  able  to  locate  even 
approximately;  we  think  It  may  be  a cemetery  and  may  be  on 
the  property  of  one  of  our  neighbors.  Cne  of  our  deeds,  that 
to  the  old  Leavitt  farm  down  the  hill,  gives  us  the  right 
to  all  the  manure  from  the  farm  animals;  no  manure  has 
been  produced  there  In  more  than  AO  years  and  all  that  Is 
left  of  the  house  Is  a cellar  hols  with  lilac  bushes 
around  It.  Iraclng  all  this  out  should  be  like  living  In 
a novel  and  we  hope  the  survey  will  be  made  before  we  have 
to  leave  for  Garden  City. 

I have  the  books  that  Mrs.  Corbally  and  Evelyn 
sent  me,  the  ones  that  were  sent  to  you.  I'll  give  you  a 
report  on  them  later  In  the  week.  Only  two  or  three  of  them 
I think  will  have  any  Interest  for  either  one  of  us. 

My  love,  dear  Helen,  always,  Nella 


Sept.  5,  I960 


Dearest  Nancy, 


Helen  ta.lked  to  me  over  the  telephone 
last  night:  It  was  very  sweet.  She  and  Mr^:.  Corbally 
were  having  dinner  with  Ethel  and  Eddie  Clark  and 
It  was  perfectly  natural  for  my  name  to  come  up;  Helen 
said  I had  called  during  the  afternoon  and  sent  my 
love  to  them.  Then  they  began  to  reminisce  about  the 
good  times  we  had  had  together  and  presently  Eddie 
said  Why  don't  we  call  Nella?  This  also  was  perfectly 
natural — they  used  to  do  it  fairly  often  during  the 
summer  trhen  they  were  together  down  there  and  I 
was  up  here.  Ethel  asked  Helen  If  she  would  like  to 
speak  to  ms  too  and  Helen  said  Yes.  She  asked  about 
Keith  and  sent  love,  asked  about  the  coons  (we  have 
two  families  of  them  as  constant  visitors)  and  said  she 
might  come  up  here  some  time.  Eddie  was  the  last  one 
I talked  to  and  he  said  Helen  was  beaming.  Ethel  called 
me  back  after  Helen  and  Mrs.  Corbally  left  to  assure 
me  that  no  pressure  had  been  put  upon  Helen,  that 
Helen  wanted  to  do  It.  I am  glad  It  came  about  In  a 
way  that  was  easy  for  her  and  I am  glad  It  happened 
before  she  knew  about  my  letter  to  Mr.  Noyes.  I'd 
have  called  you  last  night,  but  I was  too  shook  up. 
Still  rather  shook  up. 


My  love. 


Sept.  5»  i960 


Dear  Bill, 


I think  you  and  Margaret  will  be  glad  to 
know  that  Helen  talked  with  me  over  the  telephone 
last  night:  she  was  very  sweet.  She  and  Mrs. 

Corbally  (the  nurse  who  Is  now  her  companion) 
were  having  dinner  with  General  Edwin  Clark  and 
his  wife,  old  friends  of  ours.  It  was  natural 
for  my  name  to  come  up;  Helen  said  that  I had 
called  during  the  afternoon  and  had  sent  my  love 
to  them,  i.e.,  to  the  Clarks.  Then  they  began  to 
reminisce  about  the  good  times  we  had  all  had 
together  when  Folly  was  alive  and  Katharine  Conant 
was  still  in  Garden  City.  Presently  Eddie  said 
Why  don't  we  call  Kellay  This  also  was  perfectly 
natural,  they  used  to  call  fairly  often  during 
the  summer  when  they  were  together  down  there  and 
I was  up  here.  Ethel  asked  Helen  If  she  would  like 
to  speak  to  me  too  and  Helen  said  Yes.  She  asked 
what  Keith  was  doing  and  sent  her  love,  asked  about 
the  coons  (we  have  two  families  of  them  as  constant 
visitors,  and  said  she  might  come  up  to  see  us 
some  time.  Eddie  signed  off:  said  Helen  was  beaming. 
Ethel  called  me  back  after  Helen  and  Mrs.  Corbally 
had  returned  to  Arcan  Ridge  to  assure  me  that  no 
pressure  had  been  put  upon  Helen,  that  It  was 
something  she  wanted  to  do  In  the  midst  of  a warm 
and  happy  evening.  From  what  a number  of  people 
have  said  I think  Helen  has  for  some  time  wanted  to 
get  In  touch  with  me  and  I am  glad  It  came  about  In 
a way  that  was  easy  for  her,  glad  too  that  It  came 
before  she  knew  anything  about  my  letter  to  Mr. 
Noyes.  I think  she  will  now  act  as  If  nothing  had 
ever  happened  la  between  us.  I hope  so — It  would 
be  a searing  experience  for  us  both  to  go  back  over 
the  details  of  this  miserable  episode.  The  thing 
came  so  suddenly,  so  unexpectedly  that  it  left  me 
all  shook  up.  I still  am,  rather. 


Ever  yours. 


snowvllle,  Sept.  8,  I960 


Dearest  Helen, 

On  those  books  that  Evelyn  asked  Mrs, 

Corhally  to  send  me  to  read  for  you  I bep-.an  with  the  one 
that  seemed  most  important^ Matthew  Josephson' s EDISON. 

This  Is  a big,  carefully  documented  volume,  too  detailed 
for  the  general  reader  unless  he  has  s special  Interest  In 
the  beginning  of  the  electrical  age,  but  it  throws  a 
great  deal  of  light  on  the  character  of  the  man — singularly 
unattractive. 

There  are  of  course  elements  of 
a*tr  ctlvenesB  in  the  legend  of  the  poor  boy  who  made 
good  In  spite  of  his  handicap  of  deafness,  a great  Inventor, 
the  "Wizard  of  Light,"  and  all  that  kind  of  thing.  It  Is  true, 
but  he  was  a great  egotist,  almost  totally  selfish,  neglecting 
his  family,  and  even  when  his  Income  rose  to  a million 
dollars  a year  showing  no  feeling  of  social  responsibility 
towards  the  men  who  worked  for  him.  After  his  death  his 
son  Theodore  tried  to  make  up  to  the  men  In  some  measure 
by  establishing  a trust  fund  for  them  with  Si, 260, 300 
(half  of  his  total  inheritance) — he  knew  how  much  hls 
father  s success  '•^enended  unon  these  workers.  Yet  there  was 

'X 

something  about  Edison  that  made  the  majority  of  hls  men 
stick  to  him.  Once  when  he  was  having  trouble  with  one  of 
hls  Inventions  he  locked  himself  and  hls  associates  Into 
the  laboratory,  "Now,  you  fellows,"  he  said,  "I've  locked 
the  door,  and  you'll  have  to  stay  here  until  this  Job 
is  completed.  Well,  let's  find  the  fsUX  'bugs.'"  It  took  them 
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60  hours,  and  this  was  not  the  only  time  he  locked  them  up. 

He  could  not  bear  the  thought  of  labor  unions,  but 
In  this  he  was  like  most  of  the  captains  of  In'^ustry  of  his 
time.  Host  of  his  Inventions  were  commercial — he  mixed 
"dollars  and  science,"  as  he  himself  said,  but  he  could 
lose  money  with  grace  (four  and  a quarter  million  dollars 
at  one  time)  and  start  again.  He  had  wonderful  hands  for 
ax  working  with  apparatus  and  In  spite  of  everything  he 
was  a very  great  Inventor  to  whom  we  are  all  much 
Indebted.  And  he  had  vision  where  his  Inventions  were 
concerned.  For  Instance  when  he  Invented  the  phonograph 
he  said,  "This  is  my  baby,  and  I expect  It  to  grow  up 
and  be  a big  feller  and  support  me  In  my  ol'^  age."  And 
among  the  ways  In  which  It  could  be  used  he  listed  "Phonographic 
books,  which  v.lll  speak  to  blind  people  without  effort  on 
their  part."  This  was  In  June,  18781 


he  was  standing  with  a friend  looking  out  the  windows  of  his 
home  In  West  Orange,  New  Jersey,  Edison  said,  you  see 
that  valley . " 


Industrialists.  To  emphasize  the  difference  you  have  only  to 
think  of  two  of  his  great  contemporaries,  Louis  ^nsteur  and 
Dr,  Bell,  Money  was  far  down  on  the  list  of  the  things  that 


He  was  without  aesthetic  appreciation.  Once  when 


"Yes,  It’s  a heautlful  valley,"  the  friend 

replied. 

"V.ell,  I'm  going  to  make  It  more  beautiful. 

I'm  going  to  dot  It  with  factories." 

Edison's  kinship  was  not  with  scientists,  hut  with 


Dr.  Bell  and  fasteur  wanted  and  I cannot  Imagine  either 
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brusque  and  rude  as  Edison  often  was.  But  In  fairness  to 
Edison,  It  was  new  products,  new  tools,  new  Industries 
that  Interested  him  more  than  the  money/ji^BKtBiixf rom  them, 
but  he  wanted  the  money  too. 

The  next  two  books  on  the  list  that  I shall  read 
are  about  :*’aud  Adams  and  here  I think  we  shall  find  a 
personality  more  to  our  taste. 

This  Is  the  season  before  the  hunting  season  and 
the  animals  seem  to  know  It.  Dogs  who  spend  their  days 
tied  up  break  away  from  their  leashes  and  roam  the  woods, 
frightening  the  game.  The  wild  animals  (fortunately  for 
thep)  are  becoming  more  vary.  Cur  coons  still  appear  at 
night,  but  they  scamper  off  at  the  slightest  noise.  We 
never  go  near  them  now,  for  If  they  trust  us  they  will 
trust  other  hu.nan^,  even  those  with  guns. 

I don't  know  If  Kit  has  told  you  that  she  may 
not  be  on  the  stage  this  winter.  She  needs  rest  (that  was 
a rather  gruelling  tour  she  had  last  year)  and  the  pleasant 
part  about  this  Is  that  It  means  we  shall  probably  see  her 
more  often  during  the  coming  winter.  She  and  Nancy  are 
following  with  Interest  the  course  of  the  hurricane  Donna 
and  so  ere  we  and  you  too  I Imagine,  What  damage  In 
Puerto  HI col 

It  was  wonderful  to  hear  your  voice  the  other 
night,  so  clear  and  strong  and  vital — this  was  one  of  the 
many  times  I have  blessed  Dr.  Bell  for  his  Invention. 

My  love,  dear  Helen,  and  Keith's,  as  always. 


Nella 


Sept.  9,  I960 


Dear  Eddie,  f Cj2a.JiJyA^ 

After  talking  with  Mr.  Noyes  today 
It  Is  now  clear  that  what  I am  to  give  the  AFB, 
by  his  own  friendly  and  favorable-to-me 
Interpretation  of  my  wishes,  Is  the  "direct 
Income"  from  the  movie  after  It  has  begun  to 
earn  money.  Money  paid  to  the  play  for  the 
right  to  produce  the  movie  Is  to  come  to  me, 

I mean  my  share  of  It;  and  on  this  basis  I 
have  now  received  my  first  check,  the  one 
we  spoke  of  this  morning. 

I assume  that  there  must  be  some- 
where a legal  piece  of  paper  which  Incorporates 
all  this.  I don't  have  my  files  up  here,  but 
I did  write  Mr.  Noyes  a letter  giving  the  AFB 
carte  blanche  on  all  the  money  that  might  ever 
come  to  me  from  TMW  (and  retroactively);  this  he 
would  not  accept.  At  a later  date  I may  have 
written  a letter  dealing  with  the  movie  alone — 
I'll  have  to  look  It  up  after  I get  back  to  Garden 
City. 


Thank  you  for  many  things 


Snowvllle,  Sept.  11,  I960 


Dearest  Helen, 

During  the  last  week  or  so  I have  run  Into 
several  items  that  I founii  very  Interesting, 

For  example,  a botanist  at  Syracuse  University 
in  New  York  has  Kxalsd  grafted  a tomato  plant  on  a potato 
rootstock  and  has  thereby  produced  rotatoes  underground 
and  tomatoes  above  ground  on  the  same  plant'.  This  was 
possible  because  tomatoes  and  potatoes  belong  to  the 
plant  genus  Solanum  and  have  the  same  habits  of  growth. 

Think  what  this  may  mean  to  the  home  gardener  with  a small 
plot  of  ground,  he  won't  have  to  have  separate  patches  for 
his  tomatoes  and  potatoes.  A potato  plant  can  be  grafted 
onto  a tomato  rootstock,  but  in  this  case  the  potatoes 
as  well  as  the  tomatoes  grow  in  the  air  and  the  potatoes 
are  not  so  good,  -^hey  say  that  the  process  is  simple, 
anybody  who  knows  how  to  set  a graft  can  do  it. 

And  I came  upon  a remarkable  example  of 
racial  Integration.  Twelve  years  ago  when  Indian  migratory 
workers,  ns  usual,  came  out  of  the  reservations  to  the 
area  around  Salt  Lake  City  to  help  with  the  crops— thinning 
sugar  beets,  picking  fruit,  digging  potatoes— a few  of  the 
Indian  women  mustered  the  courage  to  ask  a few  of  the  white 
women  if  they  would  keep  their  children  during  the  winter 
so  they  could  get  a better  education  than  was  available 
to  them  on  the  reservations.  The  white  women  consented, 
bringing  the  children  into  their  homes  like  members  of 
the  family.  The  Indians  were  mainly  Navajo,  but  there  were 
also  Hopls,  Zunls,  Apaches  and  some  others;  what  they  had 
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In  common  was  that  they  all  lived  on  reservations  and  were 
all  Mormonsl  I hadn' t known  that  there  was  such  a thing  as 
a Mormon  Indian. 

At  any  rate  the  experiment  was  wildly  successful, 
the  little  Indians  went  to  school  with  the  little  white 
children,  there  wasn't  the  slightest  trouble  and  they  all 
had  fun  together.  The  word  spread  and  the  next  year  more 
Indian  mothers  asked  If  they  could  leave  their  children, 
?lnce  then  more  than  a thousand  Indian  children  between 
8 and  18  have  lived  Mormon  families  for  the  9 months 
of  the  school  year.  The  program  has  grown  to  the  point 
where  400x  will  be  placed  this  year  and  It  is  now  a 
formal  part  of  the  Mormon  Church's  Relief  Society. 

Skilled  social  workers  administer  it  and  try  to  fit  the 
child  to  the  home:  a child  with  musical  talent  Is  placed 
In  a home  which  can  afford  to  give  him  (or  her)  musical 
lessons,  one  with  a bent  for  science  goes  to  a home 
where  there  Is  an  interest  In  science,  and  so  on. 

There  are  several  aspects  to  this  program  that 
seem  to  me  Important.  It  is  entirely  voluntary;  the  Indian 
women  have  to  asks  for  It.  only  Mormon  Indians  are 
accepted,  so  as  to  avoid  a coast-to-coast  howl  that  it's 
all  a plot  to  convert  the  Indians.  Most  Important  of  all 
perhaps  Is  that  the  Mormons  foster  the  Indians'  pride  In 
their  own  culture  Instead  of  trying  to  tear  them  away  from 
It,  with  the  result  that  most  of  them,  after  their 
education  go  back  to  their  own  people  and  share  with 

them  what  they  have  learned.  And  the  white  children  learn 
things  too.  From  the  Indian  children  they  learn  "quietness, 
dignity,  and  politeness,"  to  quote  one  of  the  white  fathers. 


3 


and  they  learn  the  great  lesson  of  tolerance.  The  Indians 
learn  this  too. 

And  speaicing  of  Mormons,  did  you  know  that  the 
mother  of  the  actress  Maude  Adams  was  one,  brought  up 
In  the  household  of  Brigham  Young  himself?  She  married  a 
"gentile"  and  Maude  was  not  brought  up  in  the  Mormon  faith 
but  spent  part  of  her  childhood  In  Salt  Lake  City.  You 
were  sent  by  the  author,  Fhyllls  Robbins,  a Radcllffe 
graduate,  two  books  TKF  YOUKG  MAUPE  APAMS  and  MAUPE  ABAMS, 

AK  INTIM/iTS  FORIRAIT.  Neither  la  well  written  and  I found  no 
high  spots  that  I thought  you  might  like  to  have  transcribed, 
but  they  give  a picture  of  a woman  of  charm  and  goodness  both 
on  stage  and  off-stage,  like  Kit  I might  add.  Off  stage,  again 
I think  like  Kit,  she  was  very  shy,  a quality  she  lost  only 
when  she  was  with  Intimate  friends  and  when  she  sub  -arged 
herself  In  whatever  role  she  was  playing  behln-’  the  footlights. 

She  must  have  been  absolutely  entrancing  as  Babble  In  THe- 
LIT":LE  minister  and  as  Peter  Pan,  but  she  was  not  capable  of 
tragedy.  Her  Juliet  was  disastrous,  but  she  was 

still  among  the  truly  great.  Alexander  V/oollcott  adored  her. 

So  many  dogs  have  been  running  wild  lately  that  I 
have  been  worried  about  our  coons,  but  the  natives  tell  me 
I am  wasting  my  time,  the  coons  can  take  cere  of  themselves 
and  I'd  better  start  worrying  about  the  dogs.  Some  years  ago 
a big  police  dog  came  home  so  cut  up  and  bloo'^y  that  his  owner 
thought  he  had  been  In  a fight  with  a bear;  turned  out  It  was 
with  a coon.  The  game  warden  Is  getting  busy,  all  that 

needed  Is  to  keep  the  dogs  at  home. 

v«  still  viatch  Echo  on  clear  esenlnea  and  always 
find  It  sxcltlnf.  and  It  has  elv.n  us  s new  appreciation  of  the  fw- 
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stars.  'Ta  Icnow  more  or  lass  where  to  looVc  for  Echo,  but  we 
know  exactly  where  to  look  for  Arcturus  and  Vega  and 
Antares;  the  Shepherds  that  watched  by  night  knew  where 
to  look  for  these  and  to  see  thorn  night  after  night  Just 
where  they  ought  to  be  gives  a sense  of  permanence  and 
dependability  in  an  unstable  world  that  too  often  seems  not 
to  have  much  Idea  of  where  It  Is  going.  But  at  the  moment  I 
do  know  where  I am  going.  Bertha  had  to  leave  quite 
suddenly  yesterday  morning  because  her  husband’s  long 
Illness  had  taken  a turn  for  the  worse  and  1 am  going 
downstairs  to  try  to  get  dinner  ready  before  Keith 
appears  at  the  door  and  announces:  "I’m  HUNGRY."  He 
sends  his  love  with  mine,  always  and  always,  Nella 


Sept.  14,  i960 


Dear  Lenore, 


Mr.  Noyes  seems  not  averse  to  my 
plan,  but — and  here  I must  quote  exactly  what  he 
says  of  Helen  so  you  will  believe  It:  "First, 
however,  I wish  to  let  her  have  the  chance  to 
work  out  certain  tax  and  Income  problems 
concerning  which  she  has  come  to  me."  I had  to 
read  that  twice  before  I really  took  It  In'. 

He  had  planned  to  send  my  letter  to 
Helen,  but  I told  him  I would  write  her  myself 
at  a later  da^ie.  This  may  not  be  until  after 
I have  returned  to  Garden  City,  I want  to  be 
sure  to  choose  the  right  and  propitious  time. 

Donna  gave  us  no  trouble  here 
except  with  the  road  which  was  badly  washed  out 
In  places,  but  still  passable.  Roof  trouble 
developed  In  Garden  City,  but,  luckily,  one  of 
my  btjothers  Is  there  and  he  may  be  able  to  take 
care  of  It. 


Bertha  left  suddenly  last  Saturday 
morning.  Her  husband's  long  Illness  had  taken  a 
turn  for  the  worse  and  she  had  to  go  look  after 
him.  It  was  wonderful  to  have  her  here,  but 
there  Is  something  Adam-and-Evelsh  In  the  Garden 
of  Fden  about  being  here  alone. 

Vfe  hope  to  see  you  again  before  we 
go  our  separate  ways  for  the  winter  and  we 
both  send  love. 


Sept.  17,  I960 


Dear  Evelyn, 


This  morning  I am  sending  t( 
Mrs.  Scharoff  my  final  report  on  those 
books  you  sent  me.  One  of  them  I am 
returning  to  Arcan  Ridge— THE  IIGHTSD 
HEART  by  Elizabeth  Yates.  It  is  a 
quite  appealing  story  by  his  wife  of 
how  a man  who  became  blind  in  mld-caree, 
made  a successful  readjustment  to  a new 
way  of  living.  The  AFB  Is  mentioned  In 
and  there  Is  quite  a lot  of  useful 
Inform'' tlon  about  the  services  availabli 


the  blind.  The  story  Is  worth  reading  f< 
itself  and  I thought  maybe  some  of  the 
members  of  Helen's  household  might  enjo’ 
looking  at  It.  Add  the  AFB  might  want  l‘ 
I'll  dispose  of  the  others  somehow — the 
by  religious  nuts  belong  In  the  rubblt.. 
pile. 


I hope  you  are  having  the  s) 
wonderful  weether  that  Is  ours  at  the 
moment  and  I hope  all  goes  well  with  yoi 
and  Bill  and  your  mother  and  with  every- 
thing at  Arcan  Ridge. 

Affectionately  always. 


s^,  n , ^ 4 


T!  S LIGHTED  HEA’^T  by  Elizabeth  Yates.  This  book  seemed  to 

me  quite  noteworthy  for  a special  reason.  It  is  the  true  story 

of  a man  and  wife  who  '.ove  to  the  country  to  begin  a new  way 

of  life.  This  story  has  been  written  dozi^ns  and  dozens  of 

times  (ownership  of  a little  white  house  In  the  country 

being  one  of  the  great  American  dreams) , but  the  value  of 

this  one  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  reason  for  the  move  Is  that 

the  husband  Is  losing  his  sight.  For  ten  years  he  had  been 

a representative  of  an  American  firm,  with  headquarters  In 

England  and  opportunities  for  travel  on  the  continent,  a Job 

he  loved  but  could  not  carry  on  unless  he  could  see.  Instead 
supinely 

of  waiting/for  darkness  he  and  his  wife  began  to  prepare  for 
It  by  returning  to  their  native  country  and  buying  a farm 
about  two  hours  drive  northwest  of  Boston,  which  probably 
means  that  they  are  in  New  Hampshire,  but  >’rs.  Yates 
(valuing  their  privacy)  never  gave  the  exact  location.  Bill 
(the  husband)  had  time  to  familiarize  himself  with  the  farm 
before  blindness  was  complete  and  much  of  the  story  Is 
concerned  with  crops,  dogs,  the  march  of  the  seasons,  etc., 
but  along  with  It  runs  the  story  of  Bill's  complete 
adaptation  to  his  handicap.  In  the  most  natural  way  {-'.rs. 

Yates  tells  how  he  got  his  Braille  watch,  how  the  local 
agencies  for  the  blind  helped,  mentions  the  services  o'  the 
AFB,  and  so  on.  Bill  never  ceased  to  be  self-reliant.  He 
was,  to  begin  with,' a growing  kind  of  person,"  and  since  he 
was  without  fear  he  was  able  presently  to  spend  nlght|/nlone 


In  a cabin  deep  in  the  vfoods  where  no  one  could  hear  him  if 
he  should  call.  Ke  snow-shoed,  swam,  hiked,  climbed,  helped 
raise  dogs,  and  after  a while  was  hired  by  one  of  the  agencies 
for  the  blind  to  help  other  blind  increase  the  fullness  of 
their  lives.  This  is  not  a great  book,  but  it  is  pleasantly 
written,  the  fact  of  blindness  is  incidental,  and  it  can  be 
read  simply  as  the  story  of  a man  and  woman  who  moved  to  the 
country  and  made  a success  of  it — which  is  more  than  can  be 
said  of  many  couples  with  sight  who  have  tried  the  same 
experiment.  I am  returning  this  book  to  Arcan  Ridge  because 
I think  some  members  of  your  household  may  be  interested  in 
taking  a look  at  it. 


Five  of  the  books  are  of  a religious  nature,  none  worth 
reading,  but  all  harmless  except  one.  This  one  is  GOD  IS  A 
GOOD  GOD  by  Oral  Roberts.  Where  he  got  his  first  name  I do 
not  know.  He  is  a faith-healing  evangelist  with  a big 
establishment  in  Oklahoma,  to  which  a great  deal  of  ®Ba»y 
money  Is  contributed  by  kis  the  sick,  the  ignorant,  the 
despairing,  the  hopeless.  He  has  a TV  program  which  begins 
with  one  of  his  emotional  talks  and  ends  with  these  wretched 
people  passing  in  front  of  him  (as  if  they  were  it)  an 
assembly  line  in  a factory),  ^^e  lays  hands  on  each  of  them 
In  turn,  shouts  out  a prayer,  and  in  the  hysterical  atmosphere 
that  has  been  generated  the  people  throw  away  crutches, 
canes,  eyeglasses,  leap  from  wheel-chairs,  cry  out  that  they 
no  longer  have  pain,  that  they  have  Instantly  been  cured  of 
such  diseases  as  cancer  and  tuberculosis.  I have  watched  the 


program  once  or  twice;  It  is  heart-breaking  and  horrifying, 
the  worst  I have  ever  seen  on  the  air.  Roberts  undoubtedly 
has  a kind  of  magnetism  for  the  unhappy  people  who  come  to 
him  and  it  is  possible  that  he  is  sincere — I think  he  himself 
keitBxkiiieix  believes  that  he  is  sincere,  but  the  big  hoop-la, 
and  the  big  money -raising  make  me  doubt  it.  And  whether  sincere 
or  not  I think  he  does  much  more  harm  than  good. 

The  other  books  are: 

FROM  PARADISE  LD3T  TO  PARAl^ISE  REGAINED.  This  is  really  a 
tract  Issued  by  Jehovah’s  Witnesses  of  whom  you  have 
probably  heard, 

FEED  MY  LAMBS  by  H.T.  ’ riesen.  Retelling  of  the  Bible 
stories  for  children.  Totally  undistinguished. 

MAN  QUESTIONS,  GOD  ANSWERS  by  & Mrs.  Gene  Boutelle. 
Compilation  of  Scriptural  passages  in  answer  to  such 
questions  as  Who  Is  God?  ’.’here  is  Heaven?  What  Must  I Do 
to  be  Saved,  etc. 

TRI'TMPHANT  HORIZONS  by  Dave  Torbet.  Privately  printed 
inspirational  verse  of  such  poor  quality  that  no  regular 
publisher  would  bring  it  out. 

This  is  all  for  the  moment.  Evelyn  said  she  would  send  me 
other  books  as  they  como  in. 


September  27,  I960 


Dear  Dr.  Crone; 


In  your  search  for  material  for 
the  teen-age  book  about  Anne  Sullivan  Macy,  I 
suggest  that  you  try  the  Perkins  School  for  the 
Blind  at  Water town,  Mass,  where  she  went  to 
school;  the  Volta  Bureau  for  the  Deaf  In 
Washington  (I  believe  It  Is  now  called  the 
Alexander  Graham  Bell  Association  for  the 
Deaf)  where  the  Information  collected  by 
Dr.  Bell's  secretary  Mr.  John  Hltz  la 
available;  and  the  American  Foundation  for  the 
Blind,  15  West  16  St.,  New  York  11,  N.Y.  where 
you  might  find  answers  to  specific  questions. 

The  institution  at  Tewksbury 
Is  still  in  existence,  but  the  records  there  are 
meager  indeed;  I think  you  would  have  to  turn 
to  accounts  of  exposes  and  reforms  of  the  period. 

The  Sullivans  who  knew  anything 
about  Annie  had  all  disappeared  by  the  1920' s 
when  she  and  I and  Miss  Keller  made  a visit  to 
the  Feeding  Hllls-Springfleld  area  to  see  what 
we  could  learn  about  her  ancestry. 

The  Mansfields  of  course  do  not 
exist;  that  was  a name  that  Annie  adopted  for 
herself  because  she  thought  It  had  an  aristocratic 
sound. 


The  best  source  of  information 
on  Anne  Sullivan  Is  my  book  which  Incidentally  is 
still  under  copyright.  Its  special  value  Is  that 
most  of  the  information  was  contributed  by  Mrs. 

Macy  herself,  but  I also  had  the  privilege  of 
consulting  with  people,  now  dead,  who  knew  her  when 
she  was  young. 


With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours. 


Dr.  Ruth  Crone 


I 


October  1,  I960 


riear  Mr.  Rublneteln: 


I era  sorry  to  say  that 
for  a number  of  reasons  I shall  not  be 
able  to  write  the  article  about  Helen 
Keller  for  HKPOKS  0^  HUMANITY,  but  I have 
In  mlni^  a young  woman  who,  I believe,  would 
In  any  event  be  better  for  your  purr^sse: 

Mrs.  Howard  Nelson  Sims,  106  Fourth  St., 
Sausallto,  California,  A few  years  ago  she 
made  a fine  selection  of  brief  philosophical 
passages  from  Miss  Keller's  writings;  these 
appeared  In  1957  In  a little  book  called 
THfr  OPFN  POOR.  Kiss  Keller  was  very  pleased 
with  It. 


I have  not  written  Mrs. 
Sims,  but  Ken  McCormick  api roves  of  my 
suggestion.  If  she  cannot  take  on  the 
assignment  I think  It  would  be  a good  plan 
to  get  In  touch  with  Ken  again;  the  head  of 
the  department  of  Juvenile  books  at 
Doubleday's  might  be  helpful. 

It  is  with  genuine  regret 
that  I feel  I must  say  No. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 


Mr.  Hilary  Rubinstein 
Victor  Gollancz  Ltd. 

14  Henrietta  St.,  Covent  Garden  V.C.  2 
London,  England 


nowvlli*,  Oct.  3,  i960 


r«erest  Helen t 

This  tine  of  year  Kaith  anfl  I be«rln  to 
fael  tho  algrfttory  Instinct  oilrrinff  within  ua,  Th«  birds 
alBply  pic>?  thaaealvae  up  and  fly  off,  but  we  have  to  tucK 
the  fardao  away,  put  the  blankets  end  winter  clotnes  in 
mothballs,  change  the  addressee  of  our  magazine  subscriptions, 
and  try  to  reitaEber  to  take  all  tho  books  and  : apers  and 

ga^'isenta  and  etceteras  that  we  shall  need  after  we  get  back 

'K. 

to  Garden  City.  It  is  a busy  time  end  w#  are  -•ell^quent  about 
lockinf  after  things  Inside  the  house  because  the  weather 
oakes  the  outside  so  beautiful  and  tempting,  bat  foing  back 
to  ' ew  York  Is  exciting  too,  with  the  new  art  shows,  the  new 
plays,  and  especially  the  old  friends  whom  we  'else  so  much 
during  the  sumaer  unlena  they  come  to  see  ua. 

I :*on‘t  know  wt:en  you  plan  to  go  south, 
but  there  is  one  thing  1 was  to  consult  with  you  about  before 
you  take  wing.  In  addition  to  the  direct  income  from  the 
TMW  movie  which  I have  already  given  to  the  Founletlon,  i 
want  to  contribute  to  a fund  in  memory  of  lOlxj  in  reccrt,nitlon 
of  what  she  meant  to  the  blind  through  her  service  to  you. 

1 don't  itnow  enough  about  the  special  needs  of  the  blind  to 
make  any  suggestlonn  as  to  how  the  money  ie  to  be  used,  and 
besides,  I *on't  like  to  tie  strings  to  a gift,  except  that  In 
this  case  X should  like  whatever  la  done  to  be  don«  in  folly's 
name.  (It  aurt  be  anonymous  so  far  es  1 am  concerned.)  1 know 
at  least  one  other  person  wtio  would  like  to  contbibu'e  to 
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to  »uch  a ftinr’  and  ther«  aaj^  b«  olhars.  i thoMf^ht  that  aftar  I 
got  back  to  Garden  City  you  and  Mr.  Noyaa  and  i oijht  get 
together  to  talk  about  it;  at  any  rale,  will  you  talk  with 
J^whon  you  see  hla.  Keith  will  pet  in  touch  with  thr  man 
^ takea  care  of  our  Income  tax  to  find  out.  how  »uch  I can 
»sl^*  tfl^hln  Q year  without  havlnp  to  t>ay  too  heaTry  a tax 

penalty,  laxea  to  mo  are  as  coRpllcated  as  trlponomatry 

I never  understood  it  and  ail  I re-ember  Jr  that  it  had 
sinas  and  ccslnas  and  loparlthoa  In  11  and  I haven't  the 
slightest  Idea  what  they  ware. 

In  everything  ootm^^cted  with  ASM  and  TMV  I feel 
that  teacher  has  had  a share#  going  back  to  the  very 
beginning:  to  the  contract  that  she  end  I elgned  with 
^oubleday’a,  to  Teacher's  latter  to  Hr.  Tyjubleday,  to 
the  agreement  I made  with  ayaeif.  In  spite  of  Teacher's 
protests#  that  at  least  half  the  money  that  over  came  to 
me  from  A3M  shoul.*  (In  this  orler,  which  seemed  to  mo 
the  order  of  nerd)  to  herbert,  to  folly#  to  you,  to  the 
AFB#  for  more  U.an  twenty  yea.’^e  this  provision  has  been 
in  my  will,  though  of  course  Herbert's  name  was  taken  off 
when  he  lied  avJd  there  will  be  changes  In  the  new  wills 
that  Keith  and  I are  having  drawn  up  after  our  return  to 
Garden  City.  Teacher  sjent  money  with  such  Joy  lo  bring  Joy 
to  other  people  and  I hope  this  !"oney  ten  be  spent  in  the 
same  way. 

Andrea's  husband  Cheever  Cowdln  died  a week  or  so 
a;'0— perheps  you  knew.  And  a short  time  before  th^t 
Mrs.  Lucy  Allen  ''mart,  your  neighbor  In  Forest  Hills,  died; 
the  Tlm-^s  gave  her  a long  obituary,  citing  her  '•Istlngulahed 
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c«r«er  In  th«  of  soconiar^r  aduoatlon.  i Ju 'ga-j  that 

her  «on  Allen,  after  his  long  eojourn  in  Mexico,  hae 
returned  to  the  farm  In  Ohio.  He  got  ulcers  trying  to  tmke 
it  pay  (thet's  why  he  went  to  Mexico),  hut  he  has  a special 
fe  ling  or  ir.  it  haa  heon  In  the  fr.nlly  since  Ihoaaa 
Jefferson  signed  the  deed  hy  which  bla  enceator  purchased  It, 
:ho  htjntlng  sesaon  hegen  yesterday;  w«  hear  shots 
from  nil  directions  and  shall  be  crrefiil  about  going  Into 
the  woods.  The  trl sger-ftnn»y  fpon  the  cities  are  a 
danger  to  cverybo'y,  Irclu’lrg  thsarelvts.  one  of  them  blasted 
a hole  In  his  own  aotoiroblle  ft,  fev  years  ago,  a yellowish  car 
^Ich  he  caugh*  a gllsnis©  of  the  vooat  (ha  was  lost) 

an<»  biased  away,  thinking  b«  was  shcotlog  nt  a deer. 

Veil,  I EBuet  get  busy  with  ao»»  of  that  work  I 
spoke  of  when  i sat  town  to  write.  The  coons  and  chiiusunks 
have  saved  ae  one  Job,  they've  eaten  the  grapes  fro*  wtj.ch 
I planned  to  make  Jelly  this  evening. 

:'y  love,  dear  Helen,  always  and  Joith's  with  It, 
always,  Hella 


October  7,  I960 


Dear  Miss  Elias: 


I am  forwarding  your  letter 
of  Sept.  29  asking  for  permission  to  reprint 
Miss  Helen  Keller's  essay  THREE  OAYS  TO  SEE 
to  her  publishers,  Doubleday  <Sr  Co.  They  look 
after  such  matters  for  her  and  I am  sure  you 
will  hear  from  them  soon. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 


Miss  Jennie  Ellas 

Production  Editor,  International  Division 
American  Book  Co. 

5?  Fifth  Ave. 

New  York  5,  N.Y. 


Snovfville,  New  Hampshire 
October  12,  I960 


Dear  Mr.  Pet.tenglll: 


'ihis  is  in  reply  to  your  letter 
of  Oct.  10  concerning  the  Japanese  tortoise  shell 
box  bequeathed  to  me  by  the  late  ?olly  Ihomson. 

Please  send  it  to  me  to  the 
above  address  (not  t.o  Oardan  City).  I am 
inclosing  the  signed  receipt  and  a check  in 
blank  to  pay  for  the  insurance  and  other 
carrying  charges. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Nella  Henney 


Mr.  Charles  k.  Pettongill 

Hlrschberg,  Petten^ill  strong 

Smith  Building 

Greenwich 

Connecticut 


ce  to  Mr*" . Sold© 


Octobflr  lA,  i960 


Dear  Evelyn, 

Helen's  letter  vms  won^lorful'.  You 
will  see  my  answer  to  It  before  long — I'll  try 
to  get  it  off  to  Mrs,  Scharoff  tomorrow. 

The  Inclosed  checks  were  sent  to 
me  along  with  one  of  the  same  amount  for  me. 
You  will  take  care  of  them. 

xMso  I am  sending  a carbon  of  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Fettenglll. 

I hope  all  pain  has  disappeared 
from  all  the  recent  beauty  treatments — yours 
and  Helen's  and  Mrs.  Corbally's. 


Affectionately , 


Snowvllle,  Oct.  I5,  I960 


Dearest  Nancy, 


Read  the  Inclosed  letter  from  Helen  to  me 
and  let  your  heart  break,  as  It  must.  I feel  as  if  I 
had  come  through  a long  Illness  from  which  I might  not 
have  recovered  If  It  had  not  been  for  the  skill  of 
my  physician  (Hamilton)  and  her  able  assistants, 
Cornell,  Levy,  and  Clark,  to  mention  only  the  ones 
who  are  outstanding. 

Helen  did  not  altogether  understand  my 
letter  about  Polly,  my  fault  no  doubt.  I don't  remember 
If  I sent  you  a copy,  but  I am  sending  you  a copy  of  my 
answer  to  this  letter  of  hers.  My  plan  for  Polly  may 
be  abortive,  but  I'm  a-golng  to  do  something.  We'll 
put  ours  heads  together  in  New  York. 


Meantime,  my  love  to  you  and  Kit.  Keith's  too. 


rnoirvill*,  Oct.  l‘i«0 


Your  l«tt«r  llft«4  mf  h»ari  to  th«  skice, 

1 %m«  BO  £l»4  to  h««r  frs«  you. 

1 a»  oorry  1 ai'l  not  ooko  oyoolf  oloar 
about  whot  I h*'*  in  •«  to  « ooieoriol  fitari  for 
.'oily.  Toochor  of  courn#  toko*  i>r««o^»nco  ovor  ovoryofiot 
horo  wfco  If  brilliant,  criNitlvo  forco,  horo  iho  ^nlAing 
ban-*  for  you  ao^  for  ^lly.  roily  oioply  followod,  with 
tbo  utaoat  diovotion,  tho  s:oitorti  that  Taaohor  had  aol. 
.'oily  know,  huobly,  that  mf  hadn't  iha  ability  to  ehan^o 
it  a»^  Z thick  aho  navor  had  iho  daalra  to  chan^a  it. 

^hat  .lOlly  and  you  acoosrllohkd  toeothor  ia  bayon^  all 
praino  and  Z havo  of  Ion  fhoui^t  hov  proud  an<*  bany 
* aachar  would  hav#  boon,  had  ah*  ll^od  to  aao  it . 

go  far  aa  1 know  thara  haa  baan  nothin® 
concrata  ^ue  in  eooory  of  Taachor  axeopt  tha  kallar- 
Hacy  cotta®a  at  forKina  and  1 bollavo  on#  or  two 
achoola  naaa^  in  har  honor—»lBo't  thara  ooa  in  Sooth 
.taorioa.  You,  «y  danr  Irl,  a»“a  faachar'a  aon«<aaol  and 
your  oonoraia  loatisaony  to  har  lia#  in  tha  laparlahabla 
worda  that  you  hawa  writ ton  about  har.  iaa«h#r*a  ;laca 
in  hiatory  ia  aaonro,  aa  youra  la;  it  waa  thrilling  to 
ao  to  aao  how  tha  iaaortal  atory  had  tha  powar  to  mo^m 
an<'  inapiro  auch  glftod  aoabora  of  tha  younger  .f,anara»ioa 
aa  Pill  Oibaon,  Arthur  rann,  Aonir  Bancroft,  and  Tatty 
'^uka.  V*hy  would  it  not  bo  a good  Idoa  for  you  to  glwo 
all  tho  rotum  frou  tho  oovio  of  TKf  KlhACLZ  wo*RitR  to 


2 


tn«  ?oun4«tlon  In  c^aory  of  Tooehort  X think  it  oottI«! 
bo  o fino  gooturo  and  thoro  sigtit  b«  o Ilttlo  announcotMot 
about  lt»  aa  «ao  tho  oaeo  with  tho  Trapt  foBily  who  aro 
;!<ovotiiig  all  thoir  >«bar«  of  tho  vast  inooao  froa  TKv 
or  Kmic  to  a school  (X  boUovo  it  iai  in  which 
thoy  art  vitally  intoro«tod.  1 can  fin’  out  aoro  about 
this  aftor  1 roturn  to  how  York. 

A fon^  aay  not  bo  tho  thing  for  7olly.  but  1 want 
to  ^ toaothii^  tangiblo  in  hor  soaory  ana  1 nosA  your 
holp  in  aoclJing  what  it  ohouia  bo*  orhapa  you  know  of 
doao  o^aeiol  taok  that  oho  wantoa  to  accoaplioh  ana  wo 
eottld  4o  it  for  har.  At  any  rata,  thoro  is  so  hurry. 

1*11  talk  with  ^anoy  ana  i;it  wnan  X ao«  thoa  ana  X*a 
liko  aloo  to  talk  with  Mr.  Noyos*  Juat  koop  it  in  »lna 
am  lat*a  sao  if  wo  can*t  think  of  a otaall  tributo  wo 
oan  pay  to  ono  wo  lovoa*  Ana  1 aon*t  wan»  to  wait  for 
it  to  go  into  mj  will*  X want  to  ae  It  now.  %rhile  wo 
oro  alivo  to  boar  witnooo. 

"ho  oxooutor  of  olly'o  ootato  got  in  touoh  with 
no  a ’ay  or  two  ago  about  whoro  I wantoa  that  Jar«n«oo 
tortaino  ikioll  box  that  Tolly  loft  ao  sont.  vhat  aa/?o 
ao  aoot  hop!j  about  it  waa  that  X know  that  aho  wao 
truly  horsolf  whan  oho  nolo  tho  aoclsion.  iCvolyn  oaifl 
that  ooaolhing  vao  aalA  about  leaving  «a  a pioco  of 
Jowolry.  to  which  P-->lly  rapliotf,  "»o,  holla  aooan't 
liko  Jowolry.” 

Tjo  you  wiow  foata'a  oonnot  A JW  PJtAtRP  oi 
001 W IKTO  MY  BOXCY  A COttaga  with 

“ho  table  or  chair  or  oteol  not  siaplo  onough 
For  ohopharA  la^o  in  oalilvo}  ao<1  grant 
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Tr»t  I MMlf  for  poriloRs  of  th#  yoor 
May  harKflo  nothing  oo'l  o«t  efoo  on  oo thing 
rot  what  tho  groAt  m»^  r*««lonnto  havo 

I Havo  aanjr  traaauraa  both  h«ra  an<^  In  Oartan  city  that 

tha  "eraat  ant!  r««*iottata  hava  uaatf,*  an!  not  tha  laaat 

of  than  alXl  ba  thla  lavaiy  box  froa  :-olly. 

It  aata  aa  think  of  ^-hinao.  Tha  laat  tiaa  I aav 

hia  was  at  Trolly* a fuoaraX.  Va  naithar  of  ua  aouX<*  araak 

ahan  aa  aat,  but  hia  faea  ala.ly  eruapXad  alth  griaf, 

elrine  tha  Xla  to  all  storiaa  of  tha  lnrn«>i^*  QriantaX. 

X hoi>a  aa  ahaXX  aaa  hia  thin  aintart  a «ary  caar  nan. 

If  I t!on*t  aaa  you  bafora  yoa  go  aouth  (anf.  I 

agraa  alth  you  that  at  tha  aoannt  it  naaaa  mth«r 

unXlkftly)  1 abaXX  aaa  you  aooa  aftar  your  rat'jro  to 

Arean  But  aharaaar  you  ara  ay  love  ia  alth  you 

aXaaya  antt  aXaaya  an!  r alth*  a lava  la  thara  alth  aina. 


raXXa 


Oct.  17,  I960 


Dear  Barbara, 

I am  so  glad  that  you  are 
going  to  undertake  the  article  on  Helen 
for  Mr.  Rubinstein.  I feel  that  it  is 
in  good  hands  and  I'd  love  to  see  it 
when  you  are  done  with  it. 

We  expect  to  return  to 
Garden  City  immediately  after 
election  day — hope  to  reach  there  on 
Nov.  10,  but  if  the  weather  is  bad  it 
might  be  the  11th  or  12th. 

This  has  been  (and  still  is) 
the  most  beautiful  October  we  have  ever 
seen  in  New  Hampshire.  The  color  never 
reached  a peak.  Instead  rose  to  a 
magnificent  plateau.  It  is  on  the  down- 
grade now,  but  only  a little. 

All  possible  good  v^lshas 
and  all  possible  good  luck  with  the 
article. 


Sincerely , 


Pnowvlllo,  Oct.  17,  I960 


Dear  Lenore, 


I am  Inclosing  a copy  of  a letter  that  I 
have  just  received  from  Helen.  I feel  that  I have 
pulled  through  a long  Illness  from  which  recovery 
would  have  been  very  doubtful  if  it  hadn't  been  for 
you  and  Kancy  and  Kit  and  Ethel  and  Eddie  Clark 
and  two  or  three  others. 

But  there  are  still  reasons,  as  you 
can  see,  for  us  to  be  troubled  about  Helen, 

"without  counsel,"  for  example.  And  she  did  not 
altogether  get  what  I said  about  Folly,  for  I 
did  not  say  that  I wanted  to  remember  her  in  my 
will,  but  I can  straighten  all  this  out  when  I 
see  her,  have  aliready  begun  to  try  to  do  so  in  a 
letter,  I am  more  than  ever  determined  to  do 
something  about  Polly,  it  is  not  right  that  she 
should  sink  into  obscurity.  And  I hope  to  be  able 
to  undo  some  of  the  wrong  that  Helen  has  done 
herself  during  this  miserable  affair.  Her 
letter  will  wring  your  heart,  as  it  did  mine,  but 
we  can't  help  that. 

She  leaves  for  Montgomery  on  Nov.  15 
and  will  at^  with  Mildred  until  after  Thanksgiving, 
then  to  Dalis  to  be  with  Phillips  until  after 
Christmas,  tlien  to  Florida  for  a visit  with  Evelyn 
Selde  and  then  back  to  Arcan  Ridge,  probably  late 
in  January . 


On  Columbus  Day  she  went  to  "emorlal 
Hospital  to  have  a "benign  lesion"  removed  from 
her  face,  a small  operation  done  in  Dr.  Brunschwlg's 
office  by  the  great  man  himself.  She  was  a little 
uncomf^table  the  next  day,  but  that  is  all. 

A 

I Just  called  Wolfeboro  and  found  that 
your  telephone  there  has  been  temporarily  disconnected. 
I hope  this  doesn't  mean  that  you  missed  the  whole 
of  this  beautiful  autumn — the  color  has  lasted  longer 
than  we  have  ever  known  It  to  and  It  Is  still  good: 

My  love  to  you,  Lenore,  and  my 
best  to  Sidney  and  to  Russell  when  you  write  to  him, 


October  17,  I960 


Dearest  Ethel, 


I have  Just  had  a letter  from 
Helen  signed  "With  affectionate  greetings 
to  you  and  Keith,  I am  As  always  your  friend." 

I feel  as  If  I had  come  through  a long  Illness 
from  which  recovery  would  have  been  doubtful 
If  It  had  not  been  for  you  and  Nancy  and  Kit 
and  Lenore  and  I don' t forget  the  brilliant 
way  the  Pasha  handled  the  crisis'. 

We'll  be  here  until  after 
Election  Day  and  I may  not  see  Helen  until 
after  her  return  from  the  South.  She  Is 
leaving  on  Nov.  15  (as  perhaps  you  know) 
and  I think  will  return  In  January.  I shall 
be  In  touch  with  her.  I had  written  her  about 
a plan  by  which  Polly  could  be  honored  by  those 
of  us  who  loved  her,  but  I haven't  got  It  Into 
focus  yet.  I wish  you  and  Eddie  would  give  some 
thought  to  the  problem.  Scant  honor  was  given 
her  during  her  lifetime,  still  less  since  her 
death,  and  It  angers  me  when  I think  of  those 
who  have  danced  with  glee  over  her  grave. 

I had  a letter  from  the  executor  of 
her  estate  about  sending  me  the  Japanese  tortoise 
shell  box  which  she  left  me  In  her  will.  I asked 
Evelyn  Selde  who  selected  ft  for  me  and  she 
said  Polly  did.  I knew  that  she  was  telling  the 
truth  when  she  said  that  at  the  time  some  one 
suggested  leaving  me  a piece  of  Jewelry  and 
Polly  said  "No,  Nella  doesn't  like  Jewelry." 

So  It  was  done  on  one  of  Polly's  good  days 
and  that  pleases  me  very  much. 

I'll  get  In  touch  with  you  soon 
after  we  return  to  Garden  City  and,  thank  God, 
we  can  talk  about  happier  things  than  was  the 
case  the  last  time  we  were  together. 

My  love  always  to  you  and  the 
Pasha  (Keith  says  Me  too). 


Snowvllle,  Oct.  18,  I960 


D«ar  Bill, 


Keith  and  I were  very  happy  to  receive 
TV;o  T LA'  S straight  from  the  author's  hand  and 
I am  immensely  proud  to  have  my  name  in  it  in 
both  writing  ink  and  printing  ink.  It  is  a pleasant 
book  to  handle  and  my  good  wishes  go  to  the 
publishers,  Ve  need  their  kind. 

Last  week  I had  a sweet  letter  from 
Helen,  the  first  since  the  horror  began.  It 
made  me  feel  that  I had  at  last  come  through  a 
long  illness  from  which  I might  never  have 
recovered  if  it  had  not  been  for  youandmargaret , 
Nancy,  Kit,  David,  Bthel  and  Eddie  Clark, 

Lenore  Smith  (the  only  one  left  who  calls 
Teacher  Annie)  and  a few  others.  But  let  this 
wring  your  heart,  it  comes  Just  after  her 
ai>ology  for  not  writing  to  me  sooner:  "But 
strange  experiences  have  caused  me  to  think 
deeply,  without  counsel,  and  I am  still  trying 
to  decipher  their  significance."  she  is 
going  to  Alabama  on  Nov.  15  to  stay  with  Mildred 
through  Thanksgiving,  then  to  Dallas  to  be  with 
Phillips  through  Christmas,  then  to  Florida 
for  a short  visit  with  her  secretary,  and  then 
back  to  Arcan  Ridge,  I shall  probably  not  sea 
her  until  her  return,  but  meantime,  with  counsel. 

I hope  to  be  able  to  think  of  ways  to  repair 
some  of  the  damage  that  has  been  done, 

I hope  to  see  you  and  Margaret  long 
before  this.  Perhaps  you  could  meet  me  at  the 
Harvard  Club  and  we  could  'nave  a nice,  gossipy 
lunch  together.  We  expect  to  be  back  in  QC  on 
Nov.  9. 


Affectionately  always, 


Snowvllle,  Oct.  2A,  I960 


Dearest  Helen, 

A little  girl  in  our  neighborhood  has  a 
pet  coon — we  found  out  about  It  only  last  week.  The 
coon  was  discovered  about  three  months  ago  deserted 
by  Its  mother  In  an  old  house  that  was  being  tom  down 
and  the  workmen  gave  It  to  3}ebbie  because  they  knew 
she  was  good  v;lth  animals.  It  was  a tiny  creature, 
still  nursing,  and  Debbie  brought  It  up  on  milk  until 
demanded  more  substantial  fare.  Now  It  won't  touch 
milk,  but  has  a fried  egg  and  toast  for  breakfast 
(no  coffee),  eats  whatever  the  family  has  for  other 
meals  and  likes  small  hard  candles  and  gumdrops 
between  times.  It  Is  still  not  very  big,  has  the 
needle-sharp  teeth  that  a puppy  haa  and  while  Debbie 
can  do  anything  she  wants  to  with  him  the  sharp  little 
teeth  discourage  other  children  from  taking  liberties 
with  him.  He  follows  Debbie  about  like  a very  well-trained 
puppy  without  a leash,  she  can  even  walk  along  the  roadside 
with  him  without  fear  that  ho  will  dash  out  in  front  of 
an  automobile  and  the  village  dogs  for  some  reason 
(maybe  Detble)  pay  no  attention  to  him,  an  altogether 
delightful  pet. 

Last  week  Keith  and  I went  to  the 
funeral  of  one  of  the  old-timers  here,  a Mr.  Hiram 
Paul.  He  and  his  wife  have  both  worked  for  us  off  and 
on  and  have  been  friends  of  ours  nearly  over  since  wo 
came  to  ^nowvllle  in  1933.  dhe  reason  I am  telling  b u 
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about  it  Is  that  I want  you  to  know  the  splenfliaiy 
heroic  thing  he  did  during  his  last  years.  He  had  always 
lived  In  the  country,  had  always  been  poor,  had  always 
worked  hard.  For  many  years  he  ran  a small  dairy  farm, 
getting  up  at  four  o'clock  In  the  morning  winter  and 
summer  to  'ullk  eleven  cows  by  hand  and  take  the  milk 
to  Conway  to  sell  to  the  distributor,  khen  he  was  more 
than  sixty  years  old  he  saw  that  when  he  becaoie  too 
old  to  work  he  and  his  wife  would  probably  have  to  ask 
for  relief  from  the  Government.  This  was  more  than  his 
proud  heart  could  stand,  but  he  knew  there  was  an 
honorable  way  out.  Farmers  did  not  then  come  under  the 
Social  Security  Act  through  which  working  people  can 
buy  insurance  benefits  for  their  old  age,  hut  there  were 
other  Jobs  that  did.  He  sold  his  cows  (but  not  the  home 
place),  went  to  Boston  and  got  a job  running  an 
elevator  and  for  the  last  seven  or  eight  years  of  his 
life  spent  his  days  going  up  and  down,  up  and  down  In 
a cage,  shut  off  from  the  slsy  and  the  woods  and  the 
fields  that  he  loved  so  much.  Ke  accomplished  his 
purpose,  then  early  this  yeat  he  and  his  wife  came 
hack  home.  Hiram  was  not  well,  but  he  planted  a garden — 
potatoes,  tomatoes,  beans,  peas,  cucumbers,  sweet  corn, 
etc.  and  had  a very  happy  time.  No  one  knew  that  he 
had  cancer  of  the  liver — I think  perhaps  he  never  knew 
It  himself.  He  lived  to  gather  a rich  harvest  from  his 
garden,  then  one  day  he  came  In  and  went  to  bed.  "he 
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f’octor  was  called  after  Hiram  became  uncoascious  (the 
stubborn,  stiff-necked  old  piece  of  granite  would  never 
let  his  wife  call  the  doctor  before  this);  It  was  too 
late  to  move  him  to  the  hospital  and  a few  days  later 
he  died  at  home.  In  his  own  bed,  exactly  as  he  wished. 

The  heroism  of  the  man  spending  all  those  years  In 
that  elevator  cage  In  Boston'.  But  Helen  there  Is 
a lot  of  quiet  heroism  going  on  around  us  all  the  time 
and  I thank  God  for  It. 

Ihe  house  that  was  made  from  oul?  little  house 
Is  now  finished  from  the  outside  so  that  the  young  man 
to  whom  we  gave  it  can  move  his  furniture  In  and  lock  the 
door.  Since  there  Is  practically  no  work  for  anyone  to 
do  here  In  the  winter  he  Is  going  to  Florida  where  there  is 
work.  His  wife  will  spend  the  winter  making  curtains, 
reupholstering  chairs  and  a couch  and.  they  will  move  In 
next  spring,  finishing  off  the  Interior  of  the  house 
as  they  find  time.  He  told  us  that  he  had  used  nearly 
every  scrap  of  the  old  house  and  the  small  pieces  that 
he  did  not  use  In  building  they  used  for  stove  wood. 

The  other  young  man,  the  one  whose  house  Is  to  be  made 
from  the  barn,  got  his  foundation  laid  and  will  set  to 
work  on  the  building  next  summer.  He  lives  70  miles 
away  and  doesn't  have  a great  deal  of  time  to  8}.end  here. 

Bleak  wintry  day,  snow  flurries  expected  before 
nightfall,  P’any  reminders  that  our  day  of  retreat  before 
we  are  Isolated  up  here  by  Icy  roads  Is  not  far  off. 

Our  love  for  you  races  ahead  of  us  and  Is  already  with  you 
at  Arcan  Ridge.  Nella 


Snowvllle,  Oct.  25,  I960 


Dear  Ignore, 


The  address: 

Ann  Braddy 
924  Hickman  Road 
Augusta 
Georgia 

I know  she  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  you. 


I want  to  go  on  a little  about  the  memorial 
to  Folly.  My  share  of  the  direct  Income  from  the  movie 
has  already  been  given  to  the  Foundation.  That  is  why 
I suggested  to  Helen  that  she  give  It  to  them  In  the 
name  of  Anne  Sullivan  Macy;  this  would  be  a gesture  only, 
but  I think  legitimate  and  It  would  make  Helen  seem 
less  greedy  than  she  now  appears  to  be.  I still  get  all 
the  money  from  the  play.  Including  my  share  of  the 
amount  paid  to  the  play  for  the  rights  to  the  movie. 

When  the  first  check  came  from  the  movie  company  I took 
for  granted  that  all  the  Income  from  the  movie  would 
pass  through  my  hands,  but  Mr.  Noyes  says  No.  This  Is 
perfectly  all  right  with  me— I gave  them  carte  blanche— 
but  wouldn't  you  think  they  would  have  let  me  know 
exactly  what  they  had  done  without  my  having  to  ask? 

I don't  even  know  If  I am  going  to  have  to  pay  taxes  on 
It,  but  all  this  and  more  1 shall  get  strlghtened  out 
after  we  return  to  Garden  City, 


In  any  case  I want  to  give  additional 
money  as  a memorial  to  Polly,  say  ^10,000,  probably 
divided  Into  two  payments,  half  this  year,  half  next 
year.  Helen  Is  going  to  be  rather  luke-warm  about  It, 
but  I think  will  take  a part  In  It.  Nancy  and  Kit  want 
to  come  In  on  It,  and  so  do  you,  but  what  can  be  done 
with  the  amount  of  money  available  which  Is,  of  course 
much  less  than  I thought  It  would  be  when  we  talked 
about  It.  Maybe  equip  a room  In  a hospital?  Or  what? 
You  would  know  so  much  better  than  I and  I shall  also 
talk  with  Kit  and  Nancy.  And  I thought  there  might  be 
some  kind  of  memorial  meeting  on  Plly'a  birthday  in 
February,  with  a public  announcement  (for  iolly  s sake 
and  Helen's)  that  an  anonymous  gift  had  been  made  by 
Folly's  friends  In  her  memory.  I think  we  shall 
probably  have  to  act  through  the  Foundation.  I i-i-  oe 
so  glad,  so  relieved,  when  all  this  Is  settled. 


Snow  all  over  the  mountains 

oak  and  beech  leaves  give  color,  and  the  air  is  e g • 
We  miss  you. 


Love, 


nowlil«,  . im  KMrehl«^*t  Oct.  37t  19^0 


*»%r  : r.  Kojcci 


her*  •r*  on*  or  two  thlos«  th«t  I wont 
to  tl<5y  up  with  rog*r4  to  IHC  KlOACLl 

71r»i,  tho  sotMrlal  to  0II7.  ’^hot  X 
propooo  1«  to  Xlv«  fia.ooo  for  thio,  proforobl;  in 
two  poj««nt»,  C5000  ml*  >**r,  f'-OCK)  noot  joar,  iolih 
1*  gctfcioe  in  touoh  with  our  lneo««  t«x  ^a«  for  odvlco 
on  how  to  h*»4i«  it.  At  »ny  mto  |{10,0:>0  is  tho 

sufl  1 h»v«  in  «ln4  on4  i on  oonHni;  o copy  of  thlo 
Xottor  to  wf  olstor  00  tbot  if  wo  s«t  conked  off  on 
♦h*  woy  too*  to  jordon  City  oho  will  knov  whot  I 
wont  done. 


7hr«o  oihor  fooplo  with  wh  a I h«vo 
tolkfld  wont  to  oono  la  on  it,  on«  of  then  to  tho  ootoni 
of  J10v)0  if  tho  projoot  lo  on©  of  which  oho  op.  rovoo. 

Vo  oil  fool  thot  *olly*o  noorly  fifty  years  of  oorvico 
ohouXd  bo  connonorotod  in  oono  o;  ociol  way  and  I on 
ouro  that  ihoro  oro  othoro  who  wil  want  to  Join  ua, 

>0  should  Xlk*  tho  nonorlal  to  bo  oonothlne  of 
poraanont  yaluo  and  I would  wolcono  any  aucc*«tlone 
you  nay  hora  ah</Ut  it, 

Aloot  olnco  1 oonl  you  tho  contract 
last  January  no  fomal  pOkioro  hovo  boon  roturnod  to 
no.  I hoTo  your  lottore  in  sy  filoa  and  tfcoas  aro 
good  ono^ieh  for  no*  but  i.oith  thlnka  I ohoulfl  hays 
noro  than  this,  oapoclally  with  rogard  to  tho  dlroct 
i neons  fron  tho  novio.  Ho  thlnlto  that  thoro  should  bo 
door  and  oxpllclt  Inotructloaa  that  tho  dlroet  lacon# 
fron  tho  novio  is  to  bo  void  dlroct  to  tho  Foundallonj 
in  tnlo  way  ho  boliovoe  that  wo  can  avoid  having  to 
diooipato  any  of  thooo  nonias  in  ineono  tax.  ?*ortjara 
au<*i  Inatructltma  alrea:‘’y  oxiatf  but  X ’o  not  hayo  a 
copy  of  Ihon. 

I hope  th«t  aftor  our  roium  to 
3ardoD  City  aroun'^  hov,  10  I con  bavo  an  orportunlty 
to  talk  with  you  In  oono  dotail  about  thoao  nattora. 


Very  olncoroly  youra. 


v^r^,  Kolth  honnoy 


>r.  Jan/ton  »<oyoa  Jr. 
honphill  A hoy- a Co. 
19  i-road  *t. 

’ ow  York  9,  x.Y. 


?nowvllle,  Oct.  27,  I960 


Dearest  Nancy, 


Busy  as  you  are,  I shouldn't  bs 
sending  the  Inclosed  copy  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Noyes 
Just  put  It  In  the  back  of  your  mind  for  reference. 
It  is  Lenore  who  wants  to  give  the  $1000.  I4aybe 
after  we  get  settled  in  for  the  winter  you  and  I 
together  can  wait  upon  Mr,  Noyes.  I know  I sm 
depending  upon  you  too  much.  And  I know  that  the 
finest  memorial  in  sight  for  Folly  is  your  book 
about  her  and  I think  you  ought  to  be  chained  to 
your  desk  until  you  have  finished  the  one  you 
are  writing,  freed  for  a little  while,  then 
chained  again  until  you  have  finished  the  one  about 
Folly. 


It  is  always  so  good  to  hear  from 
youl  I'll  telephone  you  from  Garden  City  as  soon 
as  I've  had  a haircut. 


My  love  to  you  and  Kit, 


Ill  Filth  3t.,  Gfirden  City,  New  Yor'A 
15,  19 '^0 


rear  Barbara, 


Th“  article  Reeas  to  ae  very  suitable 
In.ias-i  ar.-l  I ’nope  '.he  jh.  ] ub^-iaher  thinks  so 

too.  The  3’j3s,3Etior.=  i r.u’K'c  liiade  rrc  >all  in  ihe 
interest  of  acv.uracy. 

.Flelsn  has  Just  Isft  '-octport  to  stay 
with  her  slstsr  in  l^lataTa  through  'Ihar.ksilvlr.g, 
than  to  Texas  to  be  with  her  brother  throuj.h 
ChrlstTcac.  i have  not  soe.t  h=r,  lu  all  'eports 
indicate  that  svoryl’nlnj  la  ,Toinc  well. 

Zo  Is  everything  htr.;,  except  for 
the  confusion  of  rtaet. tlioti  aft^r  six  .nontha  away. 

1 a:v  so  t1“<^  'JO'i  ar-3  .-.cln,;  '"c  have  a 
baby  ant  thrt  ’ ou  are  haxine  so  much  rearer 
"home"  than  California.  'When  you  come  to 
I shall  expect  to  o^reot  you  or.  Foss  Kt.  I'ear.tite , 
all  Fpo-  wish-fl,  all  306’  luck, 


Mrs.  Howard  .v.  Tims 
Stage  3top  i«iotel 
Ann  Arbor 
Michigan 


r g 


111  -Ifth  St., 

i:, 


City,  N.Y. 


r'p^t’Pvt  \nnip, 


1.  f'  o ] 

Vr 


I have  a * resent  for  yon;  11 


?”ch  D nature  .(.nJ 


Ing, 

you 


o-  nuch  .surras. 

■muty  that  I'l  like  to  ’ellver  It  tc  ’ 

Ir  -'^rson.  I c-n  say  such  things  about' It, 
'•^^cet'se  v’a-  g'-' or.  to  ra*  roae  years  • <ro 
hy  Hel--’n  an'  tolly.  Totally  unsuitable  for 
ca j but  for  Pome  uionths  it  has  been  cryinp, 
out  to  belong  to  you.  Could  i drop  by 
your  pfai'tinent,  vlib  it  sojie  morning  and  then 
^y'oa  you  coul-^  come  out  v:lth  me  and  hav'e 
r = akfac-t  vhile  I he.ve  lunch?  Or  voul.'  It 
bo  more  convenient  if  i stopped  by  the 
theater  vlth  It?  ^^Imost  any  ^Ti<-  v.ouH  do 
fo  r IT ' . 


I ha^'s  been  made  very  happy  by 
tb-  ne>  p,  of  you  that  I have  picked  up  from 
the  pepera. 

Vi'ith  love, 


My 


telephone  here 

PI7-OI93. 


In  Ger'-’en  City  ie 


Nov.  21,  i960 


Dear  Virginia, 


On  the  Inclosed  both  copy  and 
Braille  should  be  sent  to  Miss  Keller  first 
class  mall  in  care  of  her  sister: 

Mrs.  Warren  Tyson 

831  Felder  Ave. 

Montgomery 

Alabama 

Now  that  we  are  back  in  Garden 
City  I hope  you  will  find  time  to  drop  by  some 
day  and  have  a cup  of  tea  with  me. 

Affectionately , 


Garden  City,  Kov,  21,  I960 


Dearest  Helen, 

This  morning  I received  from  Bill  Gibson 
some  Information  about  the  reception  of  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER 
abroad.  He  suggested  that  I might  want  to  pass  It  on  to 
you  and  I hasten  to  do  so. 

From  the  Italian  agent: 

"The  opening  of  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER  took 
place  In  Milan  on  Nov.  9.  It  was  a smashing  success.  Anna 
Proclemer  (who  played  the  part  of  Teacher)  who  ±a — without 
dl3cu8slon--ls  Italy's  greatest  young  actress,  was  magnificent. 
Among  other  plays  she  Interpreted  recently:  A HATFUL  OF 
RAIN,  REQUIEM  FOR  A NUN,  L”S  SEQUESTRES  D'ALTONA,  but 
never  before  was  she  as  superb  as  in  THE  MIRACLE. 

"...And  what  to  say  about  the  little  Helen? 

We  picked  up  the  girl,  Ottavla  Piccolo,  among  five 
hundred  others.  She  Is  so  surprising  and  spectacularly  moving 
that  the  audience  applauded,  as  never  before,  and  many  of 
our  smart  set  at  the  opening  night  had  to  leave  the 
theater  to  hide  the  sobbing.  Long  applauses  burst  at  the 
end  of  each  act,  flowers  were  thrown  on  the  stage,  etc, 
etc.  Never  before  a performance  has  known  such  a triumph 
here.  Some  Americans,  who  had  seen  the  play  In  New  York  also, 
said  that  the  girl  Is  even  more  Impressing  than  the 
original  Interpreter." 

From  Stockholm: 

"Of  course,  the  play  Is  special  and 
off-beat  and  something  that  Is  bound  to  confound  the 
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conformist*,  but  it  w*nt  ov«r  triumphantly,  ani  th*  ro-view* 
ar*  h*adlln*d  "Vordlsss  Hlracla  at  Vasatsatern"  {I  don't 
know  a word  of  Smt  Swadish,  but  I Imagine  a vaaateatern 
Is  a water  pump),  "The  Miracle  that  Became  a Miracle," 

"The  Miracle  in  the  Miracle,"  and  "The  Audience  was  apell- 
boiind  by  an  Sleven-Y ear-0  Id  In  a Mute  Role." 

"The  Miracle  wm  Is  Helena  Nysteadt,  eleven-year-old, 
and  the  other  Miracle  is  MaJ-Brltt  Nilsson  as  Anne  Sullivan, 
Th*  girl's  father  and  mother,  played  by  Edwin  Adolphson 
and  Isa  Quesnel,  both  seasoned  and  popular  artists,  are 
also  applauded.  This  Is  the  case  of  the  superb,  tender, 
sensitive,  yet  powerful  direction  of  Per  Gerhard,  the 
adroit  and  artistic  setting  by  Yngve  Qamlln,  and  the 
costumes  which  are  favorably  remarked  upon  by  everyone. 

"Although  Miss  Keller's  message  arrived  too  late 
to  be  incorporated  in  the  program,  it  did  arrive,  and  was 
inserted  as  a separate  sheet  in  each  program," 

And  so,  Helen,  the  marvellous  story  continues  on 
its  triumphant  way,  as  it  will  for  all  time  to  come,  with 
the  stream  of  Its  Influsnce  brosdenlng  out  as  it  oHsves  into 
new  mediums.  Other  people— the  world— will  forget  lolly 
but  we  who  knew  her  cannot  forget  that  she  was  a small 
but  very  Important  footnote  to  the  story  in  its  later  years. 
For  this  reason  1 am  still  determined  to  give  a sura  of 
money  to  ths  Foundation  In  her  memory,  quite  apart  from  my 
total  share  of  the  money  from  the  movie  which  Is  already 
assigned  to  them,  I have  not  had  opportunity  yo  talk 
with  Mr.  Noyes  since  we  came  back,  but  shall  do  so  soon. 
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D«for«  long  I shall  writ®  you  about  other  things, 
but  I want  to  got  this  latter  off  this  morning.  Pleas* 
r*  ember  mo  to  Mildred  and  Katharine  and  Mrs.  Corbally, 
My  love  always  and  Keith's  along  with  It,  Nella 


Garden  City,  Nov.  23,  I960 


■^ar  Bill, 


I was  sure  that  I had  clipped  the  advertisement, 
but  I can't  find  It,  so  I went  over  to  our  Library 
(you're  welcome,  only  two  blocks  away}.  It  was  on  the 
book  pag;e4for  Nov,  lA  and  what  made  me  think  you  had 
a hand  111  It  was  the  heading; 


A hit 

a flop,  and 


I did  not  think  the  complimentary  words 
that  followed  were  written  by  you. 

Ever  and  ever  so  many  thanks  for  the 
news  about  TMW  abroad.  Apart  from  my  own  Interest 
(Intense),  I am  always  so  glad  to  have  snippets  to 
send  Helen,  I wrote  to  her  at  once  and,  having  quoted 
the  letters  at  length,  I now  return  them  to  you. 
Margaret  at  least  I think  would  like  to  have  them  back. 

I should  like  very  much  to  see  the  movie 
script  of  TMW.  Nothing  concerning  It  Is  alien  to  my 
thoughts  and  affection, 

I seem  to  be  swinging  back  to  normal — 
plucked  up  spirit  enough  to  go  out  and  buy  some 
clothes,  Including  two  hatsl  And  I think  It  Is  a 
fine  publishing  season,  with  Eehrman* a MAX, 

Betjeman's  SUMMONED  BY  BELLS,  and  Ralph  Hodgson's 
SKYLARK.  In  other  words,  I am  becoming  a little 
sunbeam'. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Nov.  23,  i960 


Dear  Mr.  Noyes: 

Here  la  the  first  Installment  on  the 
Folly  Thomson  Fund.  The  rest  of  It  will  be  along 
within  the  next  two  or  three  months. 

The  thought  of  a Polly  Thomson 
Library  Is  very  exciting  to  me,  completely  satisfying — 
exactly  right.  She  does  not  belong  on  the  same  plane 
with  Teacher  and  Helen  (no  one  does).  No  one  will  ever 
write  a play  about  her,  but  she  greatly  deserves  a 
small  niche  of  her  own  and  this  would  be  It.  I think 
Helen  will  be  pleased,  but  I think  the  whole  thing 
should  be  presented  to  her  "In  the  round,"  so  to 
speak,  and  not  baldly. 

I talked  with  Nancy  (l  hope  this  was 
not  Indiscreet);  she  responded  enthusiastically  and 
said  that  If  It  Is  actually  decided  upon  she  and  I 
and  some  others  should  make  personal  contact  with 
Polly's  friends  who  will  want  to  be  In  on  It.  It  all 
sounds  wonderful'. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  Jansen  Noyes  Jr. 
Hemphill  & Noyes  Co. 
15  Broad  St. 

New  York  5 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
Nov.  23,  i960 


Dear  Lenore, 


I don't  taiow  why  I should  be  a little 
worried  at  not  hearing  from  you  except  that  I am 
a born  worrier  and  my  friends  are  very  dear  to  me. 

I hope  you  are  well  and  busy. 

It  looks  now  as  If  the  tribute  to 
Polly  will  be  a memorial  library  In  a new  wing 
that  the  Foundation  Is  adding  on.  I can't  think  of 
anything  that  would  be  more  appropriate.  Polly  came 
from  a bookish  family  and  she  loved  books  and  a 
room  apart  filled  with  them  and  devoted  to  her  alone 
seems  to  me  exactly  right.  Nancy  thinks  so  too. 

I'll  keep  you  In  touch  with  what  goes  on. 

I seem  to  be  coming  back  to  normal. 

I actually  went  out  and  bought  some  clothes. 
Including  no  less  than  two  hats 'and  I don't  think 
about  the  horror  all  the  time.  Just  part  of  the 
time.  As  I said  to  Nancy  yesterday.  If  It  had  not 
been  for  her  and  you  and  a few  others  I should  now 
be  a wizened  misanthrope,  hateful  to  myself  and 
all  mankind. 

Give  Sidney  our  best,  take  our  love 
for  yourself, 


Dec.  1,  I960 


Dear  Lenore, 

Nothing  is  settled  yet  about  the  memorial 
to  Polly.  The  Foundation  la  building  a big  Mlgel 
Library,  beginning  some  time  next  year,  and  the  best 
Idea  to  date  la  a Polly  Thomson  Reading  Room  In  It. 
Plans  have  not  yet  been  dravm,  but  things  should 
come  to  a head  within  the  next  couple  of  months  or 
so.  Mr.  Noyes  has  been  very  nice — he  Is  the  only  one 
with  whom  I have  had  contact.  My  chief  hope  Is  that 
Helen  will  enter  whole-heartedly  Into  whatever  Is 
done,  her  attitude  when  last  heard  from  being  that 
Teacher  was  the  one  who  did  everything  for  her.  This 
Is  just  too  awful,  after  accepting  nearly  pf^y 
years  of  Polly's  absolute  devotion,  but  I hope  to 
get  It  straightened  out  after  her  return  to  Arcan 
Ridge.  Mr.  Noyes  will  cooperate  and  so  will  Nancy  and 
Kit.  I mention  now  and  then  to  other  people  that  a 
memorial  Is  being  planned,  but  ^ ^ 

people  about  these  self-destructive  . 

Helen's.  At  any  rate  everything  Is  at  a standstill 

for  the  moment. 

TK^  MI'^ACLE  WORKER  has  been  a great 
success  In  Milan  and  Stockholm— I think  these  are 
the  only  foreign  productions  to  date. 

Ann  reaches  here  on  the  l8th,  will 
return  to  Augusta  Just  after  the 

and  I have  no  plans,  but  when  we  begin  to  sag  with 
the  weight  of  the  winter  we  may  pick  up  and  ^®^d 
south— Baton  Rouge  would  be  one  of  the  pleasan  , 
of  objectives. 


out  to  be'. 


What  a busy  time  of  year  this  turns 


Our  love. 


Garc^cn  City,  fee.  5,  I960 


Dearest  Helen, 

I will  brlns  you  up  to  r’ate  on  some  of 
our  friends.  You  will  already  know  about  Nancy's  trip 
to  Oslo  to  spend  Christmas  with  Fl&gstad.  Since  she  will 
Include  Glasgow  In  her  Itinerary  we  shall  have  first 
hand  news  of  Folly's  family  when  she  returns.  She  Is 
taking  her  work  with  her,  the  biography  of  her  cousin 
A.  V.'hltten  Brown  who  with  John  Alcock  made  the  very 
first  non-stop  flight  across  the  Atlantic  In  1919, 
eight  years  before  Lindbergh's.  They  were  both  knighted 
by  the  King  of  England,  but  somehow  the  flight  never  had 
great  romantic  a^r&eal  and  they  never  iot  their  Just 
deserts  from  the  public.  Nancy  will  try  to  rectify  this 
and  It  should  be  a very  exciting  story. 

Elsa  Is  much  better,  which  means  that  she 
■will  probably  have  before  long  the  major  operation  that 
should  have  been  done  before  that  awful  accident.  She 

promised  to  keep  In  touch  with  me. 

Lenore  had  her  60th  wedding  anniversary 
on  Nov.  261  She  Is  with  Sidney  In  Baton  Rouge,  but  Is 
not  travelling  around  with  him  to  library  meetings  as 
much  this  year  as  formerly — doesn' t like  to  get  tired. 

I have  talk'd  with  Ethel  and  hope  to  sea 
her  before  long.  She  and  Eddie  will  be  In  New  York  for  a 
while  after  the  first  of  the  year,  but  I hope  to  see  her 
before  that. 

I don't  know  If  Nancy  has  told  you  about 


2 


the  big  benefit  performance  of  the  Ebcumentary  about  you 
In  Pittsburgh  In  January;  It  Is  being  organized  by  an 
old  friend  of  Nancy's  and  already  enough  tickets  have  been 
sold  to  Indicate  that  It  will  be  a huge  success.  I have 
written  Lawrence  Lee  to  be  sure  to  be  on  hand  with  Sandy. 

He  had  a review  In  a recent  New  York  Times  Book  Review, 
which  I think  must  mean  that  they  are  back  from  Greece. 

Another  book  In  Robert  Duff us 'a  autobiographical 
series  will  be  out  In  January.  It  Is  called  TO’’ER  OF  JFKELS 
and  deals  with  the  time  (1911-1918)  when  he  was  a young 
reporter  for  the  Ian  rands co  Bulletin.  And  speaking  of 
newspapers,  Ann  sent  me  that  charming  photograph  of  you 
and  Warren  Tyson  Johnson.  She  got  It  from  the  Augusta 

» t)ut  said  that  it  appeared  In  other  papers. 

Including  the  Atlanta  Journal. 

Fred  Coe  presented  another  play  on  Broadway  last 
week,  with  Arthur  Fenn  as  director.  It  was  a dramatization 
of  a Pulitzer  Prize  novel  by  James  Agee  called  "A  Death 
In  the  Family."  The  play  was  called  ALL  THE  WAY  HOME 
and  all  the  reviews  were  very  respectful,  some  of  them 
very  enthusiastic.  Such  comments  as;  "beautiful,  striking, 
compassionate,  remarkably  true  and  moving,"  "poetic 
vl slon. .. shines  lucidly  and  purely."  "as  sensitive  and 
true  a mood  piece  on  the  theme  of  life  continuing  In  the 
face  of  death  as  you  are  ever  likely  to  see  on  the  commercial 
stage."  The  trouble  was  that  the  play  didn't  fit  Into  the 
regular  groove  and  the  box  office  response  was  not  good. 
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With  expenses  what  they  are  for  a Broadway  production 
(you  have  heard  Kit  and  Guthrie  talk  about  this)  Fred  and 
his  co-producer  announced  that  the  play  would  close  on 
Saturday  night.  And  then  people  began  such  a rush  for 
tickets  that  the  play  has  had  a reprieve.  It  will  stay 
on  for  at  least  this  week  and  It  Is  very  possible  that 
during  this  time  It  will  find  Its  proper  audience  and 
will  be  able  to  continue  Indefinitely.  But  even  if  it 
does  not.  It  will  add  stature  to  the  young  men 
responsible  for  it.  They  will  not  be  tied  down  to  the 
ordinary  stuff  of  Broadway,  but  will  continue  to  be 
as  daring  as  they  were  In  presenting  THF  MIRACLE  WORKER. 

And  now  for  a change  of  pace.  Forty  years  ago 
an  English  poet  brought  out  a slim  book  of  verse  called 
simply  POEMS  by  Ralph  Hodgson.  He  won  various  prizes, 
but  his  output  remained  small.  From  1924  to  I938  he  was 
lecturer  In  English  studies  at  the  Imperial  University 
in  Sendai,  Japan;  for  this  he  was  awarded  the  Order  of 
the  Rising  Sun.  This  fall  another  slender  book  of  his 
poems  has  been  published.  The  part  of  It  that  I think  will 
Interest  you  moat  la  under  the  heading  Flying  Scrolls — 
they  show  so  clearly  Ihe  Influence  of  Japanese  poetry. 

Most  of  them  are  even  shorter  than  Haiku,  but  each 
contains  a thought  or  an  Insight  worth  lingering  over. 

Here  are  a few  of  them: 

XXXXlCXXiXXXJSKJtXX 
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...  Don' t,  forget 

That  the  khb  cowslip, rose  and  violet 
Are  Facts  of  Life,  as  well... 


Outside 

Shameless  Spring  tells  everything. 


Who  shall  paraphrase  a tearl 


XAnd  now  beware  the  tearful  rogue 
Who  pities  the  tapeworm,  not  the  dog. 

*•»* 

Some  things  have  to  be  believed  to  be  seen. 


The  G-olden  Rule 

Was  called  new-fangled,  once  upon  a time. 

The  bad  man,  stepping  on  a beetle,  hopes  It  hurts. 


There's  one  thing  to  be  said  for  sin — 

It  does  give  conscience  exercise. 


Dear  Helen,  I like  to  think  of  you 
your  family.  May  happiness  attend  your 


In  the  midst  of 
steps,  always, 


My  love  and  Keith's, 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Dec.  9,  i960 


Dear  Sirs: 


VI 11  you  please  let  me  know  what  the 
copyright  situation  Is  on  my  hook  ANNF  SULLIVAN 
MACY  which  was  published  In  1933.  I believe 
that  It  comes  up  for  renewal  next  year  and  that 
this  Is  automatically  taken  care  of  In  your 
office,  but  I should  like  to  double-check. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Nella  Eraddy  Hennsy 


Copyright  Dept. 
Doubleday  & Co. 
575  Madison  Ave. 
New  York  22 

N.Y. 


Dec.  12,  I960 


Dear  Virginia, 


The  Inclosed  should  be  addressed 
to  Mias  Keller  In  care  of  her  brother 

Mr.  Phillips  Keller 
62^7  Lupton  Drive 
Dallas  25 
Texas 


I tried  tvo  or  three  times 
to  reach  you  by  telephone  after  that  call 
from  your  office  a little  while  back,  No  luck 
and  since  the  call  was  not  repeated  I decided 
that  whatever  Information  was  wanted  was  got 
some  other  way. 


I hope  you  and  your  husband 
and  son  are  heading  up  for  perfectly  wonderful 
holidays  and  that  a very  happy  New  vear  is 
waiting  for  you. 

see 

It  would  be  nice  to/you. 

Affectionately , 


Garden  City,  Dec.  12,  I960 


Dearest  Helen, 

Here  is  a lovely  piece  of  news  that  I 
picked  out  of  the  Herald  Tribune  yesterday.  As  part 
of  the  President's  Special  International  Program  for 
Cultural  Presentations  the  U.S.  Government  Itself  la 
going  to  finance  the  production  of  three  American 
plays  for  presentation  abroad  and  THE  MIRACLE  WORKER 
Is  one  of  theml  The  other  two  are  THE  GLASS  MENAGERIE 
by  Tennessee  Williams  and  SKIN  CE  OUR  TEETH  by  Thornton 
Wilder — all  three  excellent  plays.  The  project  comes 
under  the  auspices  of  the  State  Department,  but  Is  to 
be  administered  by  the  American  National  Theater  and 
Academy  and  this  means  that  the  actual  manager  of  it 
all  will  be  none  other  than  Kit's  manager,  Gertrude 
Macy I I think  there  will  be  no  financial  return  from 
any  of  this,  but  It  Is  a splendid  thing  to  have  happen. 

This  morning  I had  a good  long  letter  from 
Lawrence  Lee  telling  me  about  his  and  Sandy's  almost 
lyrical  experience  dwelling  among  the  Greeks  on  an 
Island  In  the  Aegean  near  Delos.  They  had  learned  enough 
modern  Greek  to  be  able  to  establish  real  communication 
with  the  natives.  I have  told  him  about  the  showing  of 
the  Documentary  in  Pittsburgh  on  Jan.  22  and.  have  written 
Nancy's  friend  who  Is  In  charge  of  It  to  make  sure  that 
*iniejnxtaK«BmilbE*iBib«  he  and  Sandy  have  tickets. 

Yesterday,  which  was  Universal  Bible 
Sunday, the  N.Y.  Times  published  18  or  19  quotations  about 
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the  Bible,  including'  this  one  from  you:  "Unless  we  form 
the  habit  of  going  to  the  Bible  in  bright  moments  as  well 
as  in  trouble,  we  cannot  fully  respond  to  its  consolations, 
because  we  lack  equilibrium  between  light  and  darkness." 

As  soon  as  the  blizzard  is  over  and  the  streets 
are  clear  I'll  mell  another  book  for  you  and  Mrs.  Corbally: 
KON-TIKI  by  the  great  Norwegian  explorer  and  ethnologist, 

Thor  Heyerdahl.  It  is  not  a new  book — in  fact  Keith  and 
I read  it  about  ten  years  ago  when  it  first  came  out  (I 
think  you  and  Polly  were  off  gallivanting  at  the  time).  It 
is  the  great  true  adventure  classic  of  this  era;  there  are 
now  no  less  than  92  editions  of  it  in  54  languages,  including 
Esperanto  and  Russian.  It  has  not  been  embossed,  but  there 
are  hand-made  Braille  copies  available.  I hope  you  and  Mrs. 
Corbally  enjoy  it  as  much  as  Keith  and  1 did. 

Last  week  the  Salvation  Army  gave  Dr.  Howard 
Rusk  a citation  fjca  for  his  "dedication  to 

ethical  and  religious  principles."  He  deserves  many  citations, 
that  man. 

1 forgot  to  tell  you  how  much  Lawrence  Lee  loved 
your  letter.  He  loves  you  too,  and  so  do  1 and  so  does 
Keith,  always.  Please  remember  me  to  Ravla  and  I-hllllps 
and  Mrs.  Corbally  and  please,  all  of  you,  have  a happy 
New  Year  together,  Nella 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
December  1?,  I960 


Dear  Miss  Casey: 

Nancy  Hamilton  suggested  that 
I write  you  about  getting  two  tickets  for  the 
showing  of  her  documentary  film  about  Helen 
Keller  on  Jan.  22  for  two  friends  of  mine, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  Lee,  who  are  also  old 
friends  of  Helen's.  I had  in  mind  paying  }10 
apiece  for  them  and  if  you  will  let  mo  know  if 
they  are  available  I will  send  you  a check  for 
them  and  Mr.  Lee  can  pick  them  up  wherever  you 
say . 


He  is  a professor  of  cr'^ative 
writing  at  the  University  of  Pittsburgh  and 
when  I wrote  to  ask  him  if  he  was  going  to  be 
in  the  city  on  the  22nd  (I  was  afraid  he  was 
still  in  Greece)  he  told  me  to  say  to  you  that 
if  there  was  anything  he  might  do  to  help  the 
evening  he  is  ready  to  do  it.  His  home  address 
is  510  Roslyn  Place,  llttsburgh,  32. 

As  a very  old  friend  of 

Helen  Keller' s and  the  biographer  of  her  teacher 
Anne  Sullivan  Kacy , I vraa  with  Nancy  throughout 
the  making  of  the  documentary.  Nancy  and  I had 
already  become  friends  and  I think  I need  not 
tell  you  (since  you  are  in  the  group)  that  one 
of  the  luckiest  tVilngs  that  can  ever  happen  to 
anybody  Is  to  have  Nancy  Hamilton  for  a friend. 

All  success  to  the  occaslonl 
Sincerely  yours, 


(Mrs.  Nella  Braddy  Henney) 


Miss  Rosemary  Casey 
Park  Mansion 
Pittsburgh 
Pennsylvania 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  darden  City,  K.Y. 
Dec.  15,  i960 


Dear  Mr.  Reed: 


ihenk  you  for  your  prompt 
reply  to  my  query  about  the  copyright 
on  ANNE  SULLIVAN  M/.CY. 

I have  tvo  "permanent" 
addresses:  November  to  May  1,  Garden  City; 
the  rest  of  the  year,  Snowville,  Nev  Hampshi 

Sincerely  yours. 


Nella  Braddy  Henney 


Mr.  Lawrence  H.  Reed 
Copyrigjit  Dept. 
Doubjeday  & Co. 

575  Madison  Ave. 

New  York  22 
N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St,.,  Garc^en  City,  New  York 
Dec.  15,  i960 


Dear  Mrs.  Corhally, 


I rather  Imagine  that  you  and 
Miss  Helen  are  not  having  a great  deal  of  time 
for  reading,  but  I am  aendlng  you  another  book, 
Just  In  case.  It  Is  one  that  we  enjoyed  very 
much  and  hope  you  will  too.  I shall  be  dis- 
appointed If  you  have  already  read  It.  It  Is 
yours  when  you  have  finished  with  it. 

I was  very  glad  that  you  were 
not  in  Connecticut  during  the  storm.  It  Is  still 
very  cold  and  traffic  is  not  yet  back  to  normal. 

Vlth  holiday  greetings  to 
all  the  family  and  to  you,  I am 

Affectionately  yours, 


Mrs.  Winifred  Corbally 


Ill  Fifth  3t . , GfiP'^en  City,  New  York 
December  15,  I960 


Dear  Bert, 


I have  missed  my  contacts  with  you  and  I 
count  It  a happy  event  that  Nancy  Kamllton  will  bring 
first-hand  news  of  the  Thomson  family  when  she  returns 
to  New  York  In  January. 

Helen,  as  you  perhape  know,  has  been  with 
her  sister  In  Alabama  for  the  past  month  and  Is  now 
In  Texas  with  her  brother;  will  not  come  back  to 
Arcan  Bldge  for  some  weeks.  She  is  tenderly  cared 
for,  but  the  blank  that  Folly  left  has  not  been 
filled,  nor  ever  will  be.  Helen's  courage  Is 
Infinite  and  so  far  as  I can  tell  she  is  happy. 

Nancy  will  tell  you  thnt  some  of  Folly's 
friends  are  planning  a momorlal  to  her.  Just  whet 
form  It  will  take  has  not  bean  decided  and  probably 
will  not  be  for  another  couple  of  months  or  so,  I 
will  let  you  know  oa  soon  as  I know. 

THB  MIRACLE  WORKER  continues  on  Broadway 
and  he.3  been  presented  with  great  success  In  Stock- 
holm end  Milan.  Other  foreign  productions  are 
scheduled  and  it  will  be  made  into  a motion  picture 
this  spring. 

Keith  and  I had  a very  satisfactory 
summer  a.nd  I hope  you  and  Isabel  did  too  and 
that  things  are  going  well  with  all  Thomsons, 

Including  the  one  In  New  Zealand. 

Affectionate  greetings  to  everyone, 
especially  to  you  and  Isabel  and  David. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
■December  16,  I960 


Dear  Mr.  Noyes; 


Our  Income  tax  man  thinks  It  would 
be  wise  for  me  to  increase  my  donation  to  the 
Polly  Thomson  fund  this  year  and  I am  very  happy 
to  be  able  to  send  the  Inclosed  check  for  fPSOO. 
Keith  retires  in  1961,  which  means  that  we 
expect  our  income  to  be  somewhat  smaller,  but 
the  rest  of  the  money  will  reach  you  soon  after 
we  have  taken  care  of  the  Government  levy  in 
January . 


Thank  you  for  the  copy  of  the 
memorandum  to  Robert  Barnett. 

■With  all  good  wishes  for  the 
holidays  and  the  New  Year,  I «m, 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mr.  Jansen  Noyes  Jr. 
Hemphill  dr  Noyes  Co. 
15  Broad  St. 

New  York  5 

N.Y. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Dec.  20,  I960 


Dear  Mrs.  Corbally, 


I thought  you  and  Kiss  Helen 
might  like  to  see  Brooks  Atkinson's  tribute  to 
Dr.  Uphaus.  There  have  been  other  tributes  to  him 
of  course  an’^  there  will  be  more,  but  this  is  the 
best  I have  seen  to  date.  I would  have  had  it 
Brailled  except  that  Mrs.  Scharof-f'  is  about  to 
go  on  a two-weeks  vacation. 

The  little  folder  came  to 
me  in  a Christmas  note.  I think  it  will  find  a 
response  in  the  hearts  of  many  v/omen. 

Every  day  I am  glad  that 
you  are  out  of  this  weather.  It  is  always 
bad  except  when  it  is  worse. 

My  love  to  Kiss  Helen  as 
always,  my  greetings  to  the  household. 


Af f ecticnately , 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
January  4,  1961 


Dear  Misa  Casey, 


It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to 
send  the  Inclosed  check.  I am  so  glad  that 
tickets  are  available  for  the  Lees.  They  are 
quite  a remarkable  couple.  For  Instance,  this 
last  year  they  learned  enough  modern  Greek  to 
be  able  to  communicate  with  the  natives  and 
then  spent  several  months  on  an  island  near 
Delos  where  Lawrence  wrote  poetry  and  Bandy 
painted  pictures.  They  know  Helen  (Lawrence 
knew  Teacher)  and  they  will  savor  Nancy's 
beautiful  Documentary  to  the  utmost. 

My  prayers  (for  what  they  are 
worth)  and  my  good  wishes  will  be  with  you 
for  the  success  of  the  Benefit. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


Miss  Rosemary  Casey 
Park  Mansions 
Pittsburgh  I3 
Pennsylvania 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Gar-^en  City,  New  York 
Jan.  4,  1961 


Dear  Lenore, 


I waited  until  after  Snn  had  been 
here  to  write  about  approaching  Elizabeth  Bain 
on  the  memorial  to  Polly.  I knew  that  during 
those  last  unhappy  years  when  Polly  was 
slashing  out  in  all  directions  she  had  hurt 
Elizabeth,  but  I think  Elizabeth  understood 
and  Ann  feels  that  she  would  be  hurt  again 
if  she  didn't  have  a chance  to  be  In  on  it. 

At  any  rate  I shall  not  write  her  until  the 
form  of  the  memorial  Is  decided  upon  and  that 
may  not  be  for  a couple  of  months  yet.  The  money 
that  I have  given  cannot  be  touched  without 
the  permission  of  Mr.  Noyes  and  me,  so  tha,t 
part  Is  all  right. 

Ann  was  here  for  exactly  two  weeks, 
two  solid  weeks  of  Ice  and  snow  and  slippery 
streets,  but  she  got  Into  New  York  three  or 
four  times  and  she  and  I saw  Fred  Coe's  new 
play  ALL  THE  WAY  HOME  and  enjoyed  It  very  much, 
so  different  from  the  regular  Broadway  fare. 
Young  as  he  Is,  Just  over  40,  he  Is  up  In  the 
front  ranks  of  producers  and  has  other  projects 
afoot . 


The  news  from  Helen  seems  good, 
though  rather  non-committal — very  social  In 
Montgomery.  I was  glad  to  have  her  out  of  this 
weather. 


Our  first  seed  catalog  came 
yesterday  and  that  turns  our  thoughts  more  than 
ever  to  Snowvllle.  Keith  la  very  busy  on  very 
secret  work  which  has  to  be  done  under  lock  and 
key  at  the  office,  so  It  looks  now  as  If  we  shall 
not  get  away  until  we  head  north. 

With  much  love  to  you  from  us  both 
and  all  the  good  wishes  there  are  for  you  and 
Sidney  during  the  coming  year  and  the  following 
years  too. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Jan.  6,  1961 


Dear  Bill, 


Special  report  -froin  our  foreign  correspondent: 
Nancy  Hamilton,  In  Norway  to  spend  the  holidays  with 
Flagstad,  saw  TMW  In  Oslo  the  other  day,  thought  It 
thrilling,  the  Annie  even  better  than  our  Annie  (1) — 
"simply  remarkable."  I'll  hear  more  when  she  gets 
back  about  a couple  of  weeks  from  now. 

Because  of  Polly's  death  and  other  changes 
In  our  circle  Keith  and  I are  now  revising  our  wills. 

In  case  we  both  conk  out  I am  leaving  the  copyright  of 
TMW  to  you.  I don't  think  It  will  be  much  use  to  you, 
but  It  might  give  as  much  protection  as,  say,  a 
mosquito  net.  The  renewal  hss  been  taken  care  of  and 
will  become  effective  this  year. 

I have  been  having  fun  with  money,  feeling 
that  sensual  pleasure  that  Thomas  Wolfe  spoke  of.  I am 
In  process  o-f  establishing  a memorial  to  Polly  through 
the  AFB  (|10,000),  the  exact  nature  of  which  Is  to  be 
determined  somewhat  later  on,  and  yesterday  I bought  two 
special  typewriters  for  copying  textbooks  for  the 
Nassau  County  program  for  Integrating  blind  and  half- 
blind children  with  the  seeing  children  In  ordinary 
schools.  One  of  these  I shall  use  myself.  Aad  for 
personal  reasons  I gave  (for  me)  a lavish  contribution 
to  a benefit  for  the  blind  In  Pittsburgh.  I don't  think 
I have  done  any  harm — yet. 

It  is  very  Interesting  to  have  contact  with 
people  for  whom  MONFY  is  the  operative  word,  but 
communication  Is  damned  difficult. 

Ann  and  I saw  ALL  TKF  WA^  HOME  during  the 
holidays  and  liked  It  very  much.  Keith  Is  under  lock 
and  key  at  McGraw  Hill's  doing  I don't  know  what,  but 
there  Is  nothing  unusual  about  that. 

We  hope  all  goes  well  with  you  "and  yours"  and 
that  1961  will  bring  you  everything  you  want  most. 


Affections  rely , 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y 
Jan.  7,  19l.( 


Dear  Vlr5lnla, 


I showed  your  letter  to  Keith 
without  comment  and  he  said  exactly  what  I 
thought;  that  what  we  did  was  very  small 
potatoes  Indeed  In  comparison  with  what  you 
are  doing  and  that  It  was  a privilege  to  be 
able  to  help  In  any  way.  I was  embarrassed 
by  your  letter,  but  I do  appreciate  It.  I 
enjoyed  the  lunch  very  much  and  look 
forward  to  the  next  time. 


Affectionately , 


Oarien  City,  Jan.  12,  1961 


Oaarest 

elth  and  I are  In  the  midst  of  various 
excitements,  the  chief  of  vrhlch  Is  that  ve  may  go  to 
Surope  before  the  month  Is  up.  McGraw  Hill  wants  Keith 
to  go  t^o  vlesbaden,  Germany,  on  a semi-secret  mission 
connected  with  work  for  the  Air  Force  and  If  he  goes  1 
will  go  with  him.  And  If  we  go  we  plan  to  see  more  of 
the  continent  than  this — to  dip  dovm  Into  Italy  and 
Greece,  maybe  back  Into  England  and  Scotland.  The  dragon 
that  stands  In  our  way  is  the  one  with  which  we  have 
always  had  to  contend:  lack  of  physical  stamina.  But  we 
<*re  studying  schedules  and  tomorrow  I am  having  lunch  with 
a friend  of  ours  who  is  an  experienced  traveller  to  talk 
about  clothes,  etc.,  etc.  1 need  you  here  to  give  me 
advice. 

A short  time  ago  I had  lunch  with  Virginia 
Scharoff  and  1 came  away  all  steamed  up  because  it  looks 
as  If  I have  found  a way  to  be  useful  In  the  wonderful 
program  on  Ix>ng  Island  for  the  Integration  of  blind 
ckti^ieKR  children  with  seeing  children  in  the  public 
schools.  I had  known  of  course  about  the  copying  of 
textbooks  In  pralllo,  but  I had  not  known  about  tbe 
copying  of  textbooks  in  large  type  for  the  children  wfo 
can  read  if  the  type  Is  bx«  big  enough.  A special 
typewriter  has  been  designed  for  this  with  the  standard 
keyboard  like  the  one  I am  using  now.  1 ordered  two  for 
the  IHB  and  1 expect  to  use  one  of  them  myself.  All  this 
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gives  me  great,  pleasure.  It  is  fine  to  be  able  to  give 
money,  but  It  Is  more  satisfying  to  be  able  to  give 
personal  service.  I only  hope  that  the  remains  of 
bursitis  In  my  arm  will  not  prove  a hanaicap  to  ms;  if 

It  aoes  I will  turn  the  machine  over  to  someone  else 

there  Is  great  <^eiirn»1  for  them. 

Nancy’s  ship,  the  ^ueen  Elizabeth,  Is  listed  for 
arrival  next  Wodnasday,  Jon.  18.  She  has  had  "a  golden 
trip"  she  wrote  me  and  Bert  wrote  about  how  much  they 
enjoyed  seeing  her  In  Glasgow.  Almost  Immediately  she 
and  iClt  will  go  to  l-lttsburgh  for  the  showing  the  the 
rocumentary  about  'Itt.  T have  got  tickets  for  Lawrence 
Lee  and  Sandy,  hlo  wife,  and  so  they  will  be  'cresent  and 
I hope  will  meet  Xit  and  Nancy. 

All  of  us  who  are  Interested  In  birds  have  been 
rather  disturbed  this  winter,  since  there  are  not  nearly 
as  many  around  as  usual.  >’e  don’t  know  whether  this 
is  because  of  the  Insecticides  that  are  so  widely  used 
on  crops  or  not.  Some  of  our  old  friends  are  around,  like 
the  Cardinal  end  the  Nuthatch  and  the  Blue  Jays  and  some 
of  the  woodpeckers,  tut  v/e  miss  the  Yellow-breastad  Chat 
and  the  Fox  Sparrows  abd  t.hs  I’ermlt  Thrushes. 

The  seed  catalogs  have  bogun  to  arrive,  always 

the  first  sign  of  spring  for  us,  an-^  ws  are  making  out  our 

list  of  things  to  order.  Not  long  ago  some  one  brought  to 

my  attention  a statement  by  Sister  Madeleva  to  the  effect 
reference 

that  all  the/books  one  needed  to  write  poetry  ware  the 
Bible,  a dictionary,  and  a seed  catalog.  Very  true  I think; 
they  lift  ray  heart,  but  I still  can’t  write  poetry. 
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Another  statement  that  I ran  across  a short  time  back 

vas  the  answer  that  the  great  American  entomologist  John 

Henry  Comstock  gave  to  someone  who  asked  him  what  spiders 

were  for.  After  spluttering  Inside  for  a minute  Comstock 

answered  with  emphasis,  "Spiders  are  daoxeii  damned 

interesting.  That's  what  they  are  fori" 

Evelyn  had  lunch  with  me  at  the  Harvard  Club  a few 

days  ago — such  a very  nice  person  she  is— and  I enjoyed  It 
Has 

very  much.  and  Sam  of  course  asked  about  you,  as 
always,  and  oh,  Helen,  what  memories  come  back  to  me  as 
I go  up  those  stalrsl 

I like  to  think  of  you  In  the  bosom  of  your 
family  and  I always  think  of  you  with  love  and  so  does 
Keith.  Nella 


Ill  'Ifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Jan.  15)  1961 


Dear  Nell, 


Soon  after  I hurif:  up  the  other  day  it  came 
to  me  that  I had  said  rose-breaeted  fcroEbeak.  when  all 
the  time  1 was  thin'Kin^-  of  the  pine  grosbeak.  The 
rofla-breastod  la  now  in  Kexlco  or  South  America  and 
you  will  see  him  in  the  spring,  a black  uni  while 
bird  with  a fine  deep  rose  trlar.g.l8  on  nls  breast; 
female  black  ano  white. 


I thought  you  might  be  interest-ed  in  this 
article  about  the  pine  grosbeak  (don't  return  it;. 
Some  of  the  birds  have  more  color  than  those  In  *ne 
painting;,  some  have  less.  have  never  seen  them 
except  in  New  T-cuapshlre  and  then  only  in  November. 

Our  cardinal  began  his  spring  whlatllng 
song  yesterday.  It  was  good  to  hear  it. 

I think  of  y'ou  at  Arcan  I'^ldge  vary  often, 
especially  when  the  weather  is  bad  and  the  lights 
and  heat  are  apt  to  go.  1 hope  the  New  Year  has  much 
happiness  In  store  for  you  and  t^rian. 

All  good  wishes  to  you  both. 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
Jan.  16,  1961 


Dear  Fvelyn, 


It  has  been  announced  that  on  Feb,  5 
Susan  Pleschatte  (a  very  fine  young  actress)  will 
taka  over  Anne  Bancroft's  role  In  MEDACLE  '-'OBKER. 

ratty  Duka  has  been  announced  to  play  the  part  of 
Helen  In  the  movie.  i5lil  Gibson  has  not  bean  able  to 
finish  the  novie  script  because  of  his  aether's  death 
the  week  before  Christmas,  but  h(3  has  completed  the 
first  part  and  expects  no  delay  in  lha  shooting 
schedule  which  should  begin  in  May. 

In  a special  section  on  oMtstandlng 
paperback  books  which  the  Timas  ran  on  Sunday  there  was 
a pleasant  comtaent  on  on;  of  Ealen's.  The  heading  of 
the  article  was  Beliefs  that  Ken  Live  By  and  here  Is 
the  paragraph: 

"Surprisingly  in  short  supply  are  books 
of  a more  personal  or  subjective  kind.  An  exception 
is  MY  BEJ-IGION,  x in  which  Helen  Xallsr  writes 
movingly  of  her  religious  experiences ...  She  x 
emphasizes  God's  love  and  the  vision  of  a kindly  and 
beautiful  life  hereafter — which  can  also  be  experienced 
in  part,  here  and  now." 

.'.nother  small  Item  that  I read  with 
pleasure  was  the  following  brief  notice  in  The  New 
Yorker  of  a new  book,  Tlik  NYLON  PIRATES,  by  that 
dreadful  man  Nicholas  Konsarrat  who  wrote  that 
dreadful  book,  TEL  STOBY  TSTETR  C0S'1"LL0:  "Mr. 

Monsarrat' s novel,  which  is  very  long,  has  a shoddy 
plot,  shoddy  charact.er.§.j  3.nd  a great  show  of  shoddy 
writing.  It  -teals  with  Lha  activities  of  a gang  of 
men  and  woman  who  board  a cruise  liner  in  order  to 
prey  on  its  rich  passengers." 

I think  Helen  will  remember  Zoe  Becklsy , 
a Journalist  who  useci  to  come  out  to  Forest  Hilxs,  a 
relative,  1 believe,  of  Leslie  Fulonwlder' s.  She 
wrote  two  or  three  articles  about  Helen.  At  ixxty  rate, 

I am  inclosing  her  obituary  from;  yesterday's  limes. 

Helen  has  probably  read  abiout  Robert  Frost  a 
part  in  the  Inaugurf.tlon.  I don't  kno\/  if  she  has  seen 
the  poem,  but  I am  sen  'ing  it  . I kno'-'  slie  will  be  glad  to 
know  thF  t the  Goverument  is  once  more  (.■,1\  Ixjg  recognition 
to  poetry  as  it  did  a few  years  back  when  Carl  Bandburg  was 
invitee^  to  address  Congress. 

You  ani^  Bill  were  lucky  to  ‘’et  away  before 
the  new  snowstorm  and  I hope  luck  will  bo  with  you  all 
the  rest  of  the  time.  Ky  love  to  Helen,  my  remembrances 
to  every  one  else. 


Affectionately , 


Gar^len  City,  N.v 
Jan. 16,  1961 


rear  Bill, 


Of  course  I meant  ANNE  GULUVAN  MACY.  I seem 
to  have  identified  it  so  much  with  TMW  as  to  lose  it 
there — and  a good  place  for  it  too.  After  you  it 
goes  to  Margaret.  1 ' ii  send  you  a copy  of  the 
para'-rnph  as  soon  as  the  lawyers  finish  off  the 
document. 


McGraw  Hill  and  the  Air  Force  would  like 
Keith  to  spend  a week  in  hiesbaden,  Germany.  If  he 
goes  I shall  go  with  him  and  after  our  watch  on  the 
Rhine  we'll  move  on  to  Italy  or  Greece  for  a few  weeks. 
The  whole  thing  is  very  doubtful — lack  of  physical 
stamina  on  the'part  of  the  ol-''  man  (me  too)  and  1 
find  that  I am  quite  timid  about  it.  I will  let 
you  know. 


It  looks  now  as  if  I shall  have  freedom 
of  movement  to  and  from  Snowville  this  summer  and 
if  that  is  the  case  I shall  certainly  come  f’own  to 
take  a look  at  the  movie. 

I am  sorry  about  your  mother.  lh>'t  such 
things  are  inevitable  doesn't  make  them  easy. 

It  will  be  good  to  see  you.  Much  to  talk 

about  1 


Ill  Fifth  3t.,  O'i'"d0n  City,  Novf  York 
Jan,  21,  1963. 


Dear  Bert, 


Nancy  caller’  me  almost  as  soon  as  she 
landed  and  It  was  so  r30od  to  have  her  loving  and 
enthusiastic  report  oT  her  visit  In  Glaepov — almost 
like  hairlns  a little  visit  wl^h  you  myself.  She 
was  lucky  to  come  In  when  she  did,  for  a heavy 
snowstorm  with  hirrh  winds  and  low  temperatures 
descended  upon  us  almost  Immediately.  Fhe  Is  now 
on  her  Intief at lo-nble  way  to  Pittsburgh  with  71t 
for  a showing  of  the  r’ocumentary  -cj  irn  of  Helen  and 
Polly  for  the  benefit  of  an  organization  ^‘or  the 
blind  in  that  city. 

7'h9rs  is  no  further  news  about  the 
memoriax  to  : oily  and  I do  not  expect  any  until 
after  Helen' s return  to  Arcan  Fldge.  'i'his  may  not 
be  until  some  time  In  February.  I have  certainly 
been  glad  to  have  her  In  the  south  during  this 
gruelling  weather. 

iCelth  was  not  able  to  get  to  his  o"^flce 
yesterday  because  of  the  storm  and  so  we  sat 
together  by  our  warm  flresl-’e  and  watched  the 
Inaugural  carenonies  In  Washington.  We  foun-’  them 
vepy  moving,  though  to'^lous  enough  as  they  went 
on  and  on  and  on.^Bomehow  the  world  seemed  young, 
again  and  we  have  great  hopes  for  the  future. 

We  have  been  pleased  and  encouraged  by  many  of 
the  appointments  our  new  President  has  made. 

'ihe  Scottish  calendar  arrived  In  due 
course\to  give  us  enjoyment  on  each  of  the  days 
In  1961  as  they  go  past.  And  I was  glad  to  have 
a very  distinctive  and  Interesting  card  from  Fffle. 

The  reports  from  Helen  are  good.  I had 
lunch  with  Evelyn  f-eldc  a few  days  before  she  la'^'t 
New  York  to  Join  her  In  Dallas.  Helen  Is  under  no 
pressures  whatever  and  seems  greatly  to  have 
enjoyed  being  with  her  family. 

I hope  a trood  year  lies  ahead  cf  you 
and  Isabel  and  I'iargaret  anf’  ".avid  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  Thomsons,  a family  I feel  bound  to  in 
many  ways. 


Af  t'ectlonately , 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N Y 
January  21,  1961 


Dear  Peter, 


The  thanks  should  go  from  me  to 
you,  not  you  to  me.  I was  very  happy,  when 
Virginia  Scharoff  was  ■"’escribing  some  of  her 
work  for  the  blind,  to  see  a way  in  which  I 
might  be  useful  and  I was  especially  glad 
that  it  was  for  the  IHB.  I have  so  often 
heard  Helen  and  Polly  speak  of  you,  alv.ays 
with  such  affection  and  admiration,  that  I 
came  to  have  the  same  feelings  for  you 
myself.  We  are  old  friends. 

With  every  possible  good  wish 
for  you  personally  and  for  the  IKB,  I am 

Most  sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  Peter  Salmon 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Gar-^en  City,  N.Y. 
Jan.  23,  1961 


Dear  Leah, 


Herewith  -he  notarized  form. 
What  a perfectly  appalling  amount  o-f  ^ 
work  you  have  to  do  on  these  contracts. 
I never  realized  until  now. 

Keith  Joins  me  in  sending  all 
good  wishes  for  1961. 


Jan.  25,  1961 


Dear  Evelyn, 


I don't  know  that  I can  add  anything  to  what  I 
have  written  Helen  about  the  memorial  to  Polly  in  the  letter 
which  I inclose.  See  page  3«  I hope  terribly  that  Helen  will 
agree,  for  her  own  sake,  but  if  she  doesn't,  don't  let  it 
worry  you.  If  she  does  fall  in  with  it,  it  would  be  nice  if 
you  could  send  me  a postal  card  with  H.K.  O.K.  on  it. 

I am  truly  glad  that  you  are  not  here.  It  la 
really  bitter  and  I never  like  to  think  of  you  on  that  long 
drive  in  bad  weather.  I know  well  what  that  Southern 
hospitality  is  like--Keith  finds  it  exhausting — and  I must 
confess  that  these  days  I do  too. 

Please  all  of  you  have  a happy,  restful  time, 
free  of  care,  and  don't  come  north  until  a touch  of 
spring  is  here. 

Affectionately, 


And  remember  me  especially  to  Mrs.  Corbally 


Garden  City,  Jan.  2$,  1961 


Doareet  Jalanf 

All  through  tnla  terribly  cold  vaathor  I 
nave  wakad  to  a feeling  of  gladness  that  you  and  Svelyn 
are  in  a gentler  climate,  especially  glad  that  Gvelyn 
does  not  have  to  make  the  drive  to  Aroan  Ridge:  snow  and  ice 
have  made  all  the  roada  in  tnia  area  very  darigeroua.  It  has 
not  be  easy  to  keep  warm  even  in  the  house,  especially  in 
a rattly  olo  x house  like  this  one.  And  whan  I look  at  the 
below>fraoxlng  temperatures  in  Europe  as  reported  in  the 
Timas  X shudder  at  the  thought  of  going  there  until  later 
in  the  spring.  I am  kept  buay  putting  out  raoro  and  more 
food  for  the  birds  as  more  and  more  of  them  come  to  the 
door  for  handouts.  Fortunately  I don't  have  to  heat  water 
for  tfiem — they  tak*  little  bites  of  snow  w):ian  they  are 
tnirsty. 

Last  week  I saw  in  tae  Times  that  a Pr. 

Joel  b.  Goldthwait,  a great  orthopedist,  bad  died  in 
hoaton  at  the  age  of  94  1 wondered  if  ne  were  not 

the  one  wno  did  so  much  for  Teacher.  Ua  stayed  in  active 
practice  until  he  was  90  and  was  well  known  in  auropo  as 
well  as  in  this  counti^. 

Gn  the  same  day  there  was  further  announcement 
about  the  distribution  of  Adele's  wotalerful  collection  of 
paintings.  She  had  given  "Still-Life  with  Cnerrles  and 
Teaches"  by  aul  Caeanns  (valued  at  |300,CX}0)  to  the 
Los  Angeles  County  Museum.  The  formal  presentation  was  made 
by  Arnold  Deutsoh,  Adele's  son  by  her  first  husband,  wno 
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said  that  his  mother  felt  that  a wider  distribution  of 
great  paintings  than  now  exists  would  give  more  enjoyment 
and  instruction  to  the  public;  young  cowmunltles  are  more 
In  need  than  older  communities  like  New  York  which  already 
has  so  many  fins  collections. 

A request  has  come  from  the  Royal  Institute  for  the 
Blind  for  permission  to  do  THa  MIRACLi:  KORK:,R  In  Braille  and 
of  coiirse  8111  granted  It.  This  means  that  the  blind  In 
England  will  be  able  to  read  the  play  before  It  Is  available 
to  the  seeing,  for  the  Inkprlnt  text  will  not  be  printed 
there  until  after  the  play  Is  produced  In  London  and  this  will 
not  como  off  until  later  In  the  spring.  Nancy  was  thrilled  by 
it  when  she  saw  it  In  Oslo;  everywhere  this  story  of  you-and- 
Tsacher  (for  you  cannot  be  separated)  brings  the  audience 
to  Its  feot,  I think,  but  am  not  sure,  that  Israel  Is  the 
next  place  wt'.ere  It  will  appear. 

while  the  matchless  story  goes  winging  Its  way 
once 

around  the  world  auia  more  I think  of  Polly.  Sne  had  no 
part  In  the  "miracle,"  but  she  "followed  Teacher* s beam" 
devotedly,  generously,  giving  all  she  had  to  what  she 
had  undertaken  and  I think  It  war  would  be  a reproach  to 
Teacher's  memory  if  Polly's  friends  did  not  offer  a small 
tribute  to  the  achievement  of  this  disciple  of  Teacher's— 
like  a garland  of  flowers,  only  more  durable.  No  one  will 
ever  do  It  unless  we  do  and  there  Is  a spontaneous  desire 
among  yours  and  Polly's  friends  to  go  ahead  wk  with  It.  I 
mention  Kit  and  Nancy  and  Lanore,  but  there  arc  others  who 
would  like  to  contribute.  I :ihould  not  expect  the  amount  of 
money  aver  to  be  vary  great — *10,000  is  all  I can  be 
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absolutely  sure  of — but  even  this  would  be  enough  to  do 
something.  I think  you  and  Mr.  Noyes  together  could  best 
decide  what.  And  this  vo  uld  have  absolutely  nothing  to  do 
with  a memorial  to  Teacher  which  might  be  established  at  a 
later  date  when  it  would  not  look  as  if  we  were  trying  to 
"cash  in"  on  the  success  of  TfiJi  MIR<\CLL  WORK  R to  raise 
money.  I hope  you  can  give  a little  thought  to  this  from 
time  to  time. 

And  now  I think  you  could  never  guess  wnat  I am 
reading:  a children's  book  called  WINNIE-THg-POOH  which  was 
first  published  in  I926  and  has  been  the  favorite  of  millions 
of  children  ever  since,  I am  not  in  my  dotage  (not  quite) 
but  the  book  has  been  translated  into  Latin  as  WINNIE  ILLE 
PU  and  it  is  this  version  that  I am  reading,  I have  never 
read  it  in  English  and  am  keeping  away  from  the  English 
text  until  I have  made  my  way  through  this.  I have  a big 
Latin  dictionary,  the  kind  that  used  to  be  in  every  literate 
household,  and  while  I still  get  balled  up  in  ablative 
absolutes,  pluperfect  subjunctives,  cura-clauses  and  those 
other  bug-a-boos  with  which  we  used  to  bo  so  familiar. 

The  little  stories  which  are  about  a toy  bear  belonging  to 
a little  boy  named  Christopher  Robin  are  quite  delightful. 

In  one  Winnie  (he  is  the  bear)  visits  Rabbit  in  a cave  and 
there  eats  so  much  bread  and  honey  that  he  is  too  fat  to  get 
out.  Rabbit,  surveying  the  situation,  Wirxnie  having  emerged 
only  to  his  shoulders,  says,  "Inflxus  es."  In  other  words, 
"You  are  stuck."  Pu  has  to  starve  for  a week  before  he  is 
thin  enough  to  get  out.  After  another  of  his  foolish 
escapades  he  says,  "Ursus  sine  ullo  cerebro  sura,"  that  is. 
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"I  am  a bear  without  any  brain."  All  the  Latin  la  by  no 
means  as  easy  as  this,  but  the  reviewers  hailed  t e book 
with  salvos  and  the  publishers  who  expected  to  sell  a few 
copies,  enough  to  pay  the  coat  of  printing,  have  had  to 
reprint  it  five  times I It  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
things  I ever  knew  to  take  place  in  the  publishing  world. 

One  of  the  reviewers  ended  his  article  about  the  book  which 
he  called  "brilliantly  funny"  with  NUNC  hST  BIBiiNLUM,  which, 
as  you  no  doubt  remember  was  the  way  Horace  said,  "Mow  is  the 
time  to  have  a drink, " 

How  interesting  the  world  is,  Helenl  Never  a day 
without  a quickening  event  of  one  sort  or  another — and  I know 
you  must  be  having  many  new  experiences  in  Florida,  And  now 
I must  trudge  through  the  snow  to  the  post-office. 

My  love  always  and  always,  to  which  Keith  adds. 

Mine  too,  Nella 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
Jan.  28,  1961 


Dear  Mrs.  Corbally, 


I think  the  news  about  Elsa 
will  be  In  papers  all  over  the  country,  but  Just 
In  case  I am  sending  you  the  Inclosed  clipping 
from  this  morning's  Times. 

It  Is  COLDl 1 1 1 The  furnace 
labors  all  the  time,  but  when  we  want  to  get 
really  warm  we  go  out  to  shovel  snow. 

We  are  so  glad  you  are  all 
out  of  it.  We  shiver  as  we  send  our  very  beat 
wishes  to  everybody. 


Garden  City,  Feb.  16,  I96I 


Dearest  Helen, 

Van  Wyck's  75th  birthday  came  this  week 
and  the  literary  journals  are  taking  note  of  the 
event.  In  the  Saturday  Review  which  reached  me  yesterday 
there  is  a very  appreciative  article  about  him  by 
Malcolm  Cowley,  a critic  of  high  standing  in  the  world 
of  American  letters.  The  substance  of  the  article  is 
in  the  last  two  paragraphs,  from  which  I quote: 

"Brooks's  achievements  are  of  a sort  that 
we  cannot  afford  to  overlook.  Set  down  that  he  was  a 
pioneer  in  the  study  of  American  literature,  which,  in 
his  early  days,  was  not  a respectable  field  for  scholars. 

Set  down  that  his  method  was  to  read  the  books  themselves — 
some  of  them  for  the  first  time  they  had  been  opened  in 
decades — Instead  of  reading  other  people's  commentaries  on 
the  books.  Set  down  that  his  Judgments  have  been  reached 
Independently,  often  in  defiance  of  fashion.  Set  down 
that  kixxxtm  he  studied  the  past  for  the  sake  of  the 
future  and  as  a guide  to  literary  conduct.  Set  down  that 
his  aim  has  always  been  to  lend  courage  to  American  writers, 
with  the  aim  of  producing  great  leaders  among  them  and  the 
further  aim  of  enhancing  American  life.... 

"The  example  is  that  of  an  author  who 
has  followed  a single  line  of  development  with  complete 
integrity.  It  is  now  forty  years  since  Brooks  asked  that 
famous  question:  'Of  how  many  of  our  aMthai*  modern  writers 


can  It  bfi  said  that  their  work  reveals  a continuous 
growth,  or  Indeed  any  growth,  that  they  hold  their  ground 
tenaciously  and  preserve  their  sap  from  one  decade  to 
another?' .. .If  there  are  a few  such  writers  in  the 
1960s,  that  is  partly  owing  to  the  work  that  Brooks  has 
done  for  the  literary  profession.  He  also  said  in  that 
earlier  tlme,X  'It  is  certain  that  the  long-fermented  mind, 
the  counsellor,  the  wise  old  man  of  letters,  the  mind  that 
relates  past,  present  and  future,  is  a type  our  civilization 
all  but  utterly  fails  to  produce.’  Set  down  that  if  we  look 
for  the  type  today,  the  truest  example  we  can  find  is 
Van  Wyck  Brooks." 

I rather  think  there  will  be  other  articles  and 
if  they  add  anything  significant  to  the  above  I will  send 
them  to  you,  or  at  least  excerpts  from  them. 

Our  much-beloved  doctor  who  has  known  our 
physical  limits  better  than  we  have  for  more  than  30 
years  took  a comprehensive  look  at  us  last  week  and  said 
he  thought  it  would  be  moat  unwise  for  either  o-  to  undertake 
the  trip  to  Germany  at  the  present  time.  So  that  settles 
that.  Ve  are  disappointed,  but  at  the  same  time  somewhat 
relieved.  I had  been  very  apprehensive  about  what  a week 
of  gruelling  conferences  might  do  to  Keith.  But  it  would  have 
been  nice  to  see  Italy  and  Greece.  Maybe  later. 

Here  is  a small  item  that  I picked  up  out  of  a 
newspaper  column  a week  or  so  ago:  "Vhen  Mrs.  J.  Truman 
Bldwell  slipped  on  the  ice  and  broke  her  leg  in  subzero 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  last  week,  her  pioneer  mate  pulled  her 


home  on  the  children’s  sleigh."  The  snow  is  still  every- 
where, a little  more  Is  coming  down  this  morning  and  we 
expect  more  tomorrow. 

Helen,  It  makes  me  very  happy  to  think  of  you 
there  in  the  bosom  of  your  family.  Please  remember  me  to 
them  and  to  Mrs.  Corbally.  Keith’s  love  comes  to  you 
with  mine,  Nella 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
February  13,  1961 


Dear  Mr.  Noyes: 


I am  sending  you  the  Inclosed  check 
for  |2500  as  my  final  contribution  to  the  Folly 
Thomson  Fund. 


I have  never  heard  anything  about  the 
contract.  I do  assure  you  that  I am  not  trying  to 
change  anything  or  cause  trouble  In  any  way,  but 
for  present  and  future  purposes  I do  need  to  know 
exactly  where  I stand.  I know  that  all  my  share  of 
the  monies  from  the  motion  picture  of  IHF'  MIFaCLF 
KORK.:^R  will  go  to  the  Foundation,  but  I do  not 
know  what  the  decision  was  on  other  dramatic 
performances  like  the  ones  now  taking  place  In 
Europe  or  others  to  come  In  this  country  and  else- 
where. I believe  that  the  Foundation  gets  my  share 
of  the  returns  from  these  too,  but  I am  not  sure. 

All  I have  to  go  on  la  the  footnote  on  the  bottom  of 
the  reports  from  the  Dramatists  Guild:  "*Share  of 
Nella  Henney  per  letter  of  Instruction  to  the 
Negotiator  of  August  9,  I960."  I never  had  a copy  of 
this  letter  of  Instruction  or  any  other  Information 
as  to  Just  what  took  place.  Keith  feels  (and  I do 
too)  that  this  Is  a very  serious  hiatus  In  my  papers. 
There  will  be  no  difficulty  while  we  are  both  alive, 
but  when  our  executors  take  over  there  might  be 
Inquiries  and  I should  hate  to  bequeath  any  reason 
for  sorrow  or  dissension.  I think  a clear  cut  state- 
ment of  exactly  what  was  done  and  what  was  decided 
Is  what  I need. 


With  all  good  wishes,  I am 
Sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  Jansen  Noyes  Jr. 
Kemphlll  & Noyes  Co. 
15  Broad  St. 

New  York  5 
New  York 


Garden  City,  Feb.  22,  1961 


Dear  Bill, 

I think  the  movie  script  of  TIW  strictly 
wonderfull  The  way  It  opens  up  Into  the  out  of  doors 
adds  great  charm  and  authenticity  and  any  adverse 
comments  I might  have  are  picky  indeed.  For  Instance: 

Your  descriptions  of  the  letters  of  the 
manual  alphabet  are  still  from  the  laboratory,  not 
the  field,  but  Annie  will  take  care  of  this  point. 

p.  66.  It  is  unlikely  that  the  Kellers  had 
a root  cellar — very  few  Southerners  had  a cellar  of 
any  kind.  Sweet  potatoes  and  some  other  vegetables  were 
covered  under  mo  mds  of  earth  and  pine  straw  and  that 
was  about  all  In  that  direction,  but  nearly  everybody 
had  corncribs  and  smokehouses. 

p.  106.  "wished  on  her"  sounded  like  an 
anachronism  to  me,  but  I doubt  not  that  you  could  find 
an  authority  to  prove  that  It  was  In  use  at  that  time 
of  the  Noritian  Conquest. 


Ve  shall  not  go  to  Germany.  After  a compre- 
hensive look  at  us  both  our  doctor  advised  against 
as  gruelling  a trip  as  this  would  have  to  be.  But 
there's  always  Snowville  and  not  so  far  off  now.  I 
hope  io  see  you  before  we  leave  In  Kay. 

Let  all  the  next  breaths  be  happy  — 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  Now  York 
.iorch  13»  1961 


Dear  Mr.  Noyes: 

The  contract  papers  concernlnc 
Ih"  MIRACL'^  '-.'ORKTR  reached  rce  Saturday  [T’ornlng. 
Thank  you  very  much  for  having  them  sent. 

Incerely  yours. 


Mr.  Jensen  Noyes  Jr. 
Hemphill  & Noyes  Co. 
15  Broad  St. 

New  York  5 

N.Y. 


m PI  th  oti.y  G'-rr^dn  City^  Yorli 

I'larch  13,  1961 


Dear  ^ddie. 


'■  he  three  cont  ract 
THP;  MIRACI.'t  V.'OPKPR  reached  nie 
felt  that  they  ought  to  be  in 
Is  where  I am  putting  them  In 


agreements  concerning 
^atur^ay  morning.  Keith 
our  lock-box  and  that 
a 11*^116  while. 


Kasn'  t the  European  news  of  "^"yv  been 
vonderfull  3o  may  It  continue. 


All  good  wishes  and  many  thanks, 


Mr.  Edward  E.  Colton 
Colton,  Gallant z & Pernbach 
7^5  Fifth  Ave. 

New  York  22 

N.Y. 


anrden  City,  March  13,  1961 


Dsarant  Halen, 

It  he 8 made  me  very  happy  to  have  such 
good  reports  of  you  from  Kit  and  Nancy  and  Mrs,  Corbally, 

3o  may  It  continue  foreverl 

This  morning  I am  sending  you  and  Mrs, 
Corbally  a copy  of  the  English  edition  of  WINNIS  THE  POOH. 

Now  that  you  are  familiar  with  the  animals  I think  you  will 
enjoy  glancing  at  the  stories.  The  Latin  version  has 
reached  the  best>seller  list.  To  school  children  strugrllng 
with  declensions  and  Caesar  It  has  bean  a revelation  that  one 
could  laugh  In  Latin  and  they  are  buying  It  by  the  thousand 
and  so  are  many  adults.  After  all  there  was  a time  when  men 
and  mam  women  made  love  In  Latin  and  women  gossiped  and 
men  orated  (My  God,  how  they  oratedl)  and  mothers  told  their 
children  stories  In  Latln*»Aesop' s Fables,  without  doubt. 

A little  later  when  the  bookstore  opens 
I shall  go  over  and  pick  up  another  copy  of  the  book  about 
Elsa  for  a memento  for  Mrs.  Corbally;  perhaps  you  will 
autograph  It  for  her,  I am  also  going  to  pick  up  a copy 
of  RING  OF  BRIGHT  WATERS  by  Qavln  Maxwell  and  excerpt  for 
you  the  most  delightful  passages  concerning  his  two  pet 
otters  and  have  Virginia  Scharoff  transcribe  them  for  you. 

To  keep  otters  you  need  nearly  as  much  space  as  to  keep  a 
lion,  only  It  must  Include  a lot  of  water — say,  a good  hlg 
slice  of  the  ocean. 

When  I sent  you  a telegram  on  March  3 It 
came  to  me  with  a rush  that  this  date  next  year  will  mark 
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the  75th  anniversary  of  Teacher's  arrival  in  Tuecumbla, 
a time  for  commemoration  and  rejoicing'.  Vlth  nearly  a year 
ahead  for  planning  we  ought  to  be  able  to  think  of  some- 
thing truly  notable  and  carry  It  through  with  style  and 
efficiency —something  that  will  really  push  forward  the 
work  for  the  deaf-blind.  As  1 have  said  before,  I don't 
know  enough  to  make  suggestions — scholarships  or 
fellowships  night  be  the  thing — but  you  and  Kr.  Koyes 
will  know.  It  will  mark  the  beginning  of  that  great 
cooperative  achievement  of  yours  and  Teacher's  which  has 

grown  now  to  a world  legend  and  a world  k«f  benefit.  The 

a 

Polly  Thomson  fund  might  be/subsldlary  part  of  this,  as 
she  was  a subsidiary  part  of  the  story . I can  tell  people 
about  it,  but  I find  I can't  ask  for  money.  I never  have, 
not  even  of  ray  father  or  Keith,  and  It's  too  late  for  me 
to  begin,  but  as  you  know.  Kit  and  Nancy,  Just  from  hearing 
about  It,  have  wanted  to  be  a part  of  it.  3o  does  j-anore 
and  so  does  my  sister  Ann  and  so  I think  will  a number  of 
others.  The  public  at  large  will  contribute  if  the  plan 
appeals  to  the  Imagination,  a great  deal  of  money  might 
be  collected  and  something  very  fine  might  be  done,  x^t's 
talk  about  it  some  time. 

I have  a feud  with  a ra' bit  In  the  yard.  He  stood 
on  top  of  the  snow  and  ate  off  all  the  apple  and  dogwood 
twigs  up  to  three  feet  above  ground  and  when  the  snow 
disappeared  he  began  on  the  periwinkle  and  snowdrops  and 
primroses.  He  Is  winning— I don't  seem  to  be  much  of  a 
fighter,  but  I am  very  good  at  loving  my  friends  and  It 
Is  with  my  love  and  Keith's  that  I send  this. 


Nella 


Ill  "/''"don  Ult' , Now  York 

r.arch  !•:,  iy^l 


^ear  Krs.  , c ,'Jlaton: 


I am  re^errlnp  your  le+tor  o** 
:-:arch  13  concornlog  i'loa  Helen  r.eller’o  artlcl 
'hreo  Java  'o  Heo  to  her  c’lblishera  Doubieday 
who  now  have  charge  of  this  matter. 

■>  ery  sincerely  yours. 


:>.r  . i\eJth  Henney 


i<;r.  James  F.  Mc^ulston 
American  Book  Co. 

55  Fifth  Ave. 

Sew  York  3 
New  York 


O'  « 


G'\rden  City,  ..arch  U,  I96I 


Dear  Bill, 


ca.lleci  me  I'-’st  Bumraer  about  f>-lldred  and 
I talked  ’.vlth  him  arain  yoatarday  afternoon.  Klldred  of 
course  thinks  liyitv  a bottomless  gold  mine,  with  soma  reason 
she  saw  the  checks  coming  in  and  knows  that  iielen  for  the 
first  time  in  her  life  is  self-supporting,  ^varybo'^y  knows 
this  except  i.elen,  who  ; nows  it  too,  but  it  h-s  no  meaning 
for  her;  the  noble  Romans  have  not  had  to  dig  into  their 
pockets  for  quite  a while  nov;.  She  and  Plidred  v;ere  never 
close  an^  are  not  now  and  there  was  no  lo'<  e lost  between 
Kll-^rad  and  Polly.  I think  Mildred  is  not  well  off  since 
her  husband’s  death  and  that  such  token  payment  as  you 
suggest  might  mean  a pood  bit  to  her.  l -^■'thered  that 
Sddle  has  got  himself  into  a position  where  it  is  kild.red' 
next  mo->e.  He  wanted  me  to  write  to  her,  but  l can't  do 
that,  but  I should  be  glad  to  make  the  payment  myself.  I'm 
rich  too — remember? 

Helen  is  leading  the  life  of  a petted  child; 
anything  tb?t  requires  effort  she  puts  aside  vrlth  the 
word  "Jjater"  and  "later"  never  comes,  fhe  Is  not  well 
and  mentally  she  is  not  the  Helen  I knew,  but  she  seems 
happy.  It  is  infinitely  sad. 

Did  I tell  you  th->t  I satisfied  a life-long 
ambition  by  having  a hat  made  from  the  same  fabric  as 
a suit  I bought  early  this  winter.  I'd  have  bought  the 
suit  anyway,  but  TMV;  bought  the  hat.  I look  very  fetching 
In  the  outfit'. 

I have  paid  in  the  f 10, 000  to  the  APB  for  the 
memorial  to  Polly,  bu-  there  is  a block  in  Helen's  mind 
about  it  because  she  wants  a memorial  to  Teacher  first.  I 
am  sure  that  this  can  be  straightened  out,  hut  it  will 
take  a 11* tie  time. 

Also  I spent  -IIOO  in  a way  thvt  gave  very  great 
delight  to  Aelth  and  me  and  two  other  people.  It  is  a long 
story  and  likely  to  b“  continued,  so  I v'cn' t go  into  it 
now. 


Never  mind  the  critics.  ' e’ve  known  from  the 
beginning  that  TMk  is  a good  play — seems  to  bs  actor— proof 
and  I didn't  know  that. 

I am  glad  you  are  writing  a book — compulslv vly , 
I imagine.  I wish  I ha'’  Icnown  your  mother. 


Gnrden  Cl^y,  March  18,  1961 


De'^rest  Helen, 

I reed  the  book  about  ot'ers  and  enjoyed 
it,  but  I am  afraid  that  Elsa  has  rather  spoiled  us 
for  other  animals.  She  is  the  nonpareil'. 

But  otters  are  engsRlng,  the  most  playful 
of  all  v.'lld  animals,  they  bepin  roraping  and  sliding  when 
they  are  cubs  and  never  stop  as  long  as  they  live. 

Regular  clowns. 

Mr.  Gavin  Maxwell  who  wr4te  the  book  has 
owned  three.  He  got  the  first  one  in  1956  when  he  was 
making  a study  of  the  primitive  Marsh  Arabs  in  Southern 
Irak.  She  was  so  small  that  he  carried  her  in  his  shirt 
front  during  the  day  and  she  slept  in  bed  with  him  at 
night.  She  didn't  live  long  because  he  didn't  knov;  then 
that  the  Marsh  Arabs  caught  fish  by  i>oisonlng  them  with 
digitalis;  the  amount  of  poison  is  not  enough  to  be 
harmful  to  people,  but  it  is  fatal  to  otters. 

d-he  second  otter,  MiJ,  was  fed  during  his 
babyhood  in  Irak  on  fish  caught  in  nets  in  the  Tlr^s, 
ha  waxed  fat  and  grew  strong,  and  in  due  time  after  a long 
flight  to  London  and  a short  time  in  a flat  in  the  city 
was  taken  to  r.r.  Maxwell's  house  on  a wild  seacoast  in 
the  Western  Highlands  where  he  had  the  run  of  the  house 
(much  to  the  detriment  of  the  house)  vnd  the  freedom  of 
the  great  outdoors.  An  otter,  r.  Maxwell  says,  is 
"extremely  bad  at  ''olng  nothing."  He  iv  either  asleep  or 
busy;  will  lie  on  his  bsek  and  Ju-  le  a ping-pong  ball 
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or  some  other  small  object  for  an  hour  or  so;  he  la  a 
swimmer  without  equal,  lo^os  water  wherever  he  finds  it  and 
In  the  house  likes  to  splash  it  over  everythine.  1-ilJ  learned 
to  turnwsa  on  the  water  in  the  bathtub  and  a fine  mess  he 
made  of  it,  then  into  the  living  room  to  shake  himself 
like  a dog  and  get  everything  wet  there — h®  llkrd  his 
baths  either  hot  or  cold.  He  was  house-broken  from  the 
beginning  ^thls  seems  to  come  haturally  to  otters)  but 
objects  that  would  make  a satisfying  crash  when  they  hl^  the 
floor  had  to  be  kept  out  of  reach.  He  slept  in  bed  with 
Mr.  Maxwell,  lying  on  his  back  under  the  covers,  and  early 
in  the  morning  when  he  decided  that  it  was  time  to  get  up 
he  began  tunneling  un-^er  the  bad  clothes  and  pulling  at 
them  until  he  had  them  on  the  floor,  'then  Mr.  Maxwell 
had  no  choice  hut  to  get  up.  MiJ  was  a playful  and 
affectionate  companion,  but  after  about  a year  he  met  the 
fate  that  so  often  comes  to  a wll"'  animal  that  has  lost 
its  fear  of  human  kind  and  is  allowed  to  run  free.  He  was 
shot  by  a man  who  did  not  realize  that  he  was  a pet.  This 
caused  so  much  indignation  that  I think  otters  will  be  safe 
in  that  area  for  some  time  to  come. 

from 

Mr.  Maxwell's  next  otter,  '^Jdal,  c?me/a  rubber 
plantation  in  West  Africa.  3he  was  rescued  from  some  nati’-es 
who  were  abusing  her  and  brought  up  on  a bottle  by  the 
kind  manager  of  the  plantation  and  his  wife,  'hen  clrciKu- 
stnneea  ma  'e  it  Impossible  for  them  to  keep  her  thej’  gave 
her  to  Hr.  Maxwell;  she  was  alrea'iy  grown,  about  three 
feet  long  and  weighing  about  forty  pounds,  bu*-  she  was 
gentle  an'"'  she  an’  Hr.  .'axwell  are  living  ha'^lly  lOg-. th’.r 


in  the  "ring  of  bright  waters"  which  is  the  way  he 
(describes  his  home  by  the  sea. 
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Keith  ant?  I are  beginning  to  be  anxious  to 
get  away,  may  go  for  a week  or  so  to  ^he  seasitle  either 
here  on  Long  Island  or  to  Atlantic  City.  We  need  something 
under  our  feet  besides  pavement  and  it  will  bs  at  least 
six  weeks  before  we  can  go  to  Foss  Mt. 

^he  more  I thlnK  of  your  suggestion  of  a memorial 
to  Teacher  the  more  enthusiastic  I become.  If  you  will 
toll  us  what  form  you  would  like  it  to  take  there  are  many 
of  us  who  will  do  all  In  our  power  to  make  it  come  true. 

With  my  love,  Nella 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
March  25,  1961 


Dear  Mrs.  Fairchild: 


How  very  thoughtful 
of  you  to  send  me  the  three  copies 
of  the  Audubon  Magazine.  I thought 
the  article  splendid  and  I was  glad  to 
see  that  It  was  so  well  presented, 
with  the  picture  display  and  the 
tributes  to  the  Fairchilds.  And  some- 
how an  article  always  seems  much  more 
important  In  print  than  in  manusctipt. 
I shall  send  Helen' s copy  off  on 
Monday . 


With  all  good 

wishes  and  many  thanks,  I am 

Sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 


Oardan  City,  New  York 
March  25,  1961 


Dear  Mr.  Noyes, 


This  la  a report  on  a conversation  I 
had  a day  or  so  ago  with  Miss  Cornell  and  Miss 
Kamllton  with  regard  to  the  Polly  Thomson  Fund.-^'/e 
came  up  with  an  Idea  that  pleases  us.  We  thlnk%lll 
please  Helen,  and  we  hope  will  please  you  and  your 
colleagues  at  the  Foundation. 

After  considering  various  poseibllltles 
we  decided  that  perhaps  the  best  way  to  use  the 
money  already  in  hand  and  whatever  further  monies 
may  be  collected  might  be  to  devote  it  to  research 
In  the  field  of  communication  for  the  blind,  in- 
cluding the  deaf-blind,  the  Foundation  of  course  to 
determine  In  Just  what  way  It  should  be  expended. 

We  thought  It  best  not  to  limit  the 
fund  to  a memorial  to  Polly,  but  to  enlarge  the  base 
to  Include  Helen  and  her  teacher  as  well.  It  might 
be  called  the  75th  Anniversary  Fund,  since  It  would 
be  In  honor  of  that  great  achievement  In  human 
communication  which  began  on  March  3,  1887  when 
Annie  Sullivan  arrived  In  Tuscumbla  to  begin  her  work 
with  Helen. 


Annie  Sullivan  has  always  been  the 
key  figure.  Hers  was  the  creative  genius  and  It 
was  she  who  set  the  pattern  of  Helen’s  life.  Helen 
had  radiant  gifts  of  her  own,  but  even  with  Teacher 
she  could  never  have  reached  the  full  measure  of 
her  present  stature  as  a servant  to  mankind  If  It 
had  not  been  for  the  long  years  of  Polly  Thomson's 
magnificent  and  unremitting  dedication  to  Teacher's 
principles  and  Helen's  mission.  We  therefore  feel 
that  the  three  women  might  be  listed  thus: 

Annie  Sullivan  The  Teacher 

Helen  Keller  The  Pupil 

Polly  Thomson  The  Good  Companion 

From  the  beginning  Miss  Cornell  and 
Miss  Hamilton  have  been  as  Interested  In  this  whole 
project  as  I an  and  they  both  want  to  help  with  It. 

We  shall  talk  with  our  friends  and  If  the  Foundation 
were  to  prepare  a circular  we  would  make  lists  of 
Helen's  and  Polly’s  friends  both  here  and  abroad  and 
In  a number  of  cases  write  a personal  letter  to  go  out 


with  It.  The  circular  could  aloo  be  eent  to  those  who 
have  rented  the  Documentary  Film  of  Helen,  It  could  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  some  of  those  connected 
with  THE  HIRACLF  WORKFH,  and  we  may  think  of  other 
channels  of  distribution.  If  the  emphasis  la  on 
communication  some  of  the  great  establishments  like 
IBM,  RCA,  and  Bell  Lab.  might  be  Interested.  And  some 
of  us  have  connections  with  other  Foundations  which 
might  like  to  contribute, 

With  the  wonderful  Jubilee  Anniversary 
coming  up  next  March  3 we  feel  that  If  the  thing  Is 
done  with  spirit  and  Imagination  something  really 
big  might  come  of  It.  I don't  mean  big  In  comparison 
with  those  giant  government  and  Industry  projects 
where  a million  dollars  la  a drop  In  the  bucket,  but 
after  all  the  bucket  Is  filled  with  drops  and  we 
might  contribute  a drop  or  two.  At  any  rate  Hiss 
Cornell,  Miss  Hamilton,  and  I offer  our  services  In 
whatever  way  you  can  make  use  of  them. 


Very  sincerely  yours, 


Mr.  Jansen  Noyes  Jr. 
Hemphill  & Noyes  Co. 
15  Broad  St, 

New  York  5 
New  York 


cc:  Miss  Hatharlne  Cornell 
Miss  Nancy  Hamilton 


Garden  City,  Mar.  27,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

A day  or  so  ago  I found  two  unimpeachable 
signs  of  spring  In  the  house.  One  was  a small  beetle  on  the 
wall  of  the  living  room;  the  other  was  a small  black 
spider  In  the  bathroom.  I dealt  with  them  tenderly.  Since 
the  beetle  was  a ladybug,  the  kind  that  destroys  harmful 
Insects  In  the  garden  I lifted  It  carefully  on  a piece  of 
paper  and  set  It  free  out  of  doors.  I left  the  spider  alone, 
knowing  It  would  taka  care  of  Itself  and  that  Its  food  Is 
tiny  midges  and  the  like  which  I don't  want  In  the  house. 

And  besides  I like  spiders  except  those  big  black  ones  that 
sometimes  frequent  basements. 

Finding  the  spider  set  Keith  to  speculating 
as  to  why  Its  web  was  called  a cobweb,  so  I looked  It  up 
and  learned  that  during  the  Middle  Ages  the  English  word 
for  spider  was  cop,  but  the  £ and  the  w coming  together  In 

copweb  were  so  difficult  to  pronounce  that  the  £ In  the  course 

of  time  was  softened  Into  a b. 

And  speaking  of  words,  I have  been  outraged 
by  some  of  the  passages  In  the  New  Testament  section  of 
THE  HEW  EHGUSH  BIBLE  which  has  Just  been  published.  The 
Old  Testament  will  come  later  and  I'll  probably  be  worse  off 
than  ever  when  It  appears.  No  doubt  you  have  read  some  of  these 
passages,  but  I will  quote  a few  from  this  and  some  of  the 
other  "modern  English"  versions.  How  flat  to  say,  "And  I 
shall  dwell  In  the  house  of  the  Lord  down  to  old  age," 

Instead  of  "In  the  house  of  the  Lord  forever."  How  awful 

to  change  the  "many  mansions"  to  "dwelling  places,"  to 
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chanse  "Leaci  us  not  Into  temptation"  to  "t)o  not  bring  ua 
to  the  test,"  to  change,  "In  the  beginning  was  the  Word" 
to  "At  the  beginning  God  expressed  himself,"  and  so  on 
and  on.  To  lose  the  beautiful  rhythm  of  "with  Mary  his 
espoused  wife,  being  great  with  child"  In  "with  him  went 
Mary  who  was  betrothed  to  him.  She  was  pregnant."  Such  things 
seem  to  me  a crime  against  religion  and  esthetics — sacrilege. 
Of  course  there  are  many  places  where  footnotes  might  be 
added  to  the  King  James  version  for  the  sake  of  accuracy, 
as  In  the  famous  passage  about  putting  new  wines  In  old 
bottles.  In  our  times  an  old  bottle  Is  as  good  as  a new  one; 
that's  one  trouble  with  them,  one  reason  why  our  roadsides 
are  littered  with  whiskey  and  beer  bottles,  they  last  forever 
and  have  to  be  hauled  off  to  dumps  while  the  wineskins  of 
ancient  days  simply  rotted  and  disappeared. 

The  basic  difference  between  the  old  versions  of  the 
Bible  and  these  new  ones  seems  to  me  that  the  older 
translators  passionately  and  devoutly  believed  In  the  divine 
truth  of  the  text  before  them  while  many  of  the  modern 
translators  are  skeptics,  dry  scholars  whose  chief  aim  Is  to 
be  as  accurate  as  a bank  teller.  They  have  no  feeling  for 
poetry,  so  little.  In  fact  that  they  are  not  even  aware  that 
they  are  destroying  It.  Well,  at  least  we  don't  have  to  read 
their  versions,  except  to  dip  Into  them  to  see  what  they  are 
up  to  or  perhaps  to  look  up  special  points  about  which  we 
may  have  been  uncertain. 

I shall  forget  them  for  a while  because  I have 
enough  to  try  my  temper  Just  ahead  of  me.  During  the  next 
three  weeks  I must  have  a carpenter  make  repairs  on  the  house, 
prop  up  the  porch,  replace  rotting  boards,  etcetera,  the  house 
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Is  nearly  a hunrlred  years  old,  sometimes  Keith  and  I feel 
that  we  are  too,  and  we  want  to  make  It  last  as  long  as 
we  do.  The  painter  will  follow  on  the  heels  of  the  carpenter 
and  in  the  meantime  a man  la  coming  to  replace  the  furnace 
In  the  basement.  It's  only  thirty  years  old,  but  that  Is 
quite  elderly  for  a furnace.  An  electrician  Is  coming  to 
put  a new  light  In  the  kitchen  and  a tree  surgeon  Is  coming 
to  do  some  doctoring  and  straighten  out  Keith's  radio 
antenna  wires  which  are  high  In  the  tops  of  our  tallest 
locusts.  All  this  work  Is  noisy  except  the  painter's  and 
I am  planning  escape  hatches  so  I can  be  away  from  here  during 
the  peaks  of  the  racket.  The  special  day  I don't  want  to  be 
here  Is  when  the  tree  work  Is  done.  I have  such  a weak  head 
for  heights  (and  some  other  things  I hear  you  say)  that  Just 
to  see  a man  go  up  makes  my  stomach  roll  over  and  over  like 
a billow  In  a rough  sea. 

I had  lunch  In  New  York  last  Thursday  with  hancy 
and  Kit.  I need  not  tell  you  how  much  I enjoyed  this.  Kit 
was  not  able  to  come  the  first  time  Nancy  and  I had  lunch, 
so  we  met  again.  Much  talk  of  you,  as  always,  and,  as 
always,  with  the  deepest  love.  And  my  deepest  love,  with 
Keith's  goes  to  you  now,  Nella 


Garden  City,  April  1,  1961 


Nearest  Helen, 

The  publisher 8 sent  you  a book  called 
BLIND  JACK  by  a Mrs.  Stephanie  Ryder  who  lives  In  southeast 
England  and  Evelyn  asked  me  to  look  It  over.  It  Is  the  story 
of  how  she  rescued  a blind  Jackdaw  and  trained  him  to  adjust 
himself  to  his  misfortune.  She  had  enough  material  for  an 
Interesting  articles,  but  books  about  animals  are  so 
popular  now  that  either  she  or  her  publisher  wanted  to 
stretch  It  out  Into  a book.  It  Is  a short  book,  but  still 
seems  to  me  very  padded. 

V.'hen  Jack  was  first  brought  to  Mrs. 

Ryder's  attention  he  was  a miserable,  mud-caked  creature, 
so  fouled  with  his  own  excreta  that  he  smelled  to  heaven,  one 
eye  was  gone  from  the  socket  and  the  other  was  suppurating. 

The  first  question  to  decide  was  whether  or  not  to  let  him 
live  and  her  decision  was  In  favor  of  life.* 

She  was  admirably  equipped  for  her 
task.  She  already  x had  an  aviary  In  which  the  kinds  of  wild 
birds  that  take  readily  to  such  domestication  lived  happily 
parakeets  and  various  kinds  of  doves;  she  had  great  patience 
with  all  animals  and  didn't  object  to  a messy  house  If  It 
made  them  happy.  Jack,  for  Instance,  could  never  be  housebroke  , 
she  spread  papers  under  his  night  roost  and  he  spent  a good  bit 
of  the  daytime  In  the  aviary,  but  disasters  were  common. 

When  he  first  arrived  she  took  him  to 
the  kitchen  table  and  held  a cup  of  water  before  his  beak. 

He  paid  no  attention  until  she  splashed  the  beak  with  a little 
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water,  then  held  the  cup  so  that  the  tip  of  the  beak  was 
submerged,  then  he  drank  thirstily  again  and  again.  She 
put  penicillin  ointment  on  the  suppurating  eye,  then  put 
a dish  of  food  before  him;  as  he  moved  his  foot  about  It 
came  Into  contact  with  a piece  of  bread,  he  held  It  down 
with  his  foot  and  tore  at  It  greedily.  After  a while  she 
gave  him  another  drink,  then  put  him  to  bed  on  a roost  In 
a big  cage.  He  was  so  weak  It  was  difficult  for  him  to 
keep  his  balance. 

Throughout  the  time  she  was  working  with  him  she 
kept  calling  his  name  to  accustom  him  to  the  sound  of  her 
voice  and  the  next  morning  she  asked  everyone  who  came  Into 
the  kitchen  where  he  sat  on  a perch  to  call  his  name  as 
they  entered.  The  kitchen  noises  disturbed  him,  but  he 
did  not  panic.  And  he  ate  and  ate.  Brown  bread  soaked  In 
milk  had  been  recommended  and  these  seemed  to  be  "Just  what 
the  doctor  ordered." 

Ihe  next  day  she  gave  him  a bath  In  luke-warm 
water  and  put  him  In  the  outside  aviary  where  he  shook 
himself  and  began  to  preen  his  feathers.  When  she  brought 
him  In  he  began  to  feel  around  with  his  beak  for  food;  she 
placed  the  dish  before  him  and  he  was  not  long  In  finding 
It.  He  was  becoming  accustomed  to  her  voice  and  to  the 
house  noises  and  she  was  beginning  to  establish  his 
routine:  regular  feeding  hours,  with  the  food  fllsh  and  the 
water  cup  always  In  exactly  the  same  place.  He  came 
readily  to  her  hand,  preferring  the  thumb  as  a perch,  and 
was  soon  strong  enough  to  sleep  standing  on  one  leg  Instead  of 
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tvio.  He  began  to  take  prlfie  In  hla  appearance,  preened  a 
great  deal  and  his  feathers  became  glossy;  at  the  end  of 
a couple  of  weeks  he  was  strong  enough  to  want  exercise. 

His  first  way  of  getting  It  was  by  flapping  his  wings  while 
he  sat  on  his  perch,  but  as  he  grew  stronger  the  Instinct 
to  spread  his  wings  and  take  a real  flight  grew  stronger. 

Sarly  one  afternoon  he  took  off  at  a steep 
upward  angle  and  banged  his  head  against  the  celling  with 
such  force  that  he  fell  to  the  floor.  V/hen  he  got  up 
he  walked  forward  and  crashed  Into  a chair.  Mrs.  Ryder  put 
him  back  on  his  perch.  Ke  tried  another  flight,  with  the 
same  result  except  (a  very  Important  except)  that  when  he 
got  up  he  began  to  move  very  slowly,  examining  the  floor 
with  his  beak  as  he  moved  about.  This  showed  remarkable 
Intelligence  and  within  a few  days  he  had  piled  up  evidence 
of  a remarkable  memory.  He  learned  where  the  furniture 
was  and  learned  how  to  avoid  It;  he  calculated  distances 
and  began  to  make  short  flights.  Some  of  these  ended  In 
disaster  as  he  struck  a light  fixture  or  a curtain  rod, 
but  many  were  xmbbsx  successful.  In  time  he  learned  to 
fly  with  the  top  of  his  head  Just  lightly  touching  the 
celling  as  a guide. 

He  became  so  familiar  with  Mrs.  Ryder's  voice 
and  so  confident  of  her  that  when  she  called  his  name  as 
she  entered  a room  he  would  lift  a foot  to  show  that  he 
wanted  her  to  take  him  on  her  hand.  She  began  taking  hi® 
Into  the  fields,  calling  him  often  so  that  he  would  not 
go  too  far  away.  Only  once  was  he  In  great  danger  and  that 
was  w-  en  the  wind  blew  him  Into  the  river.  She  called  and 
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called,  at  first  frantically,  then  calmly  and  somehow  the 
bird  managed  to  swim  back  to  her  and  she  rescued  him  with 
a fishermen’s  landing  net  which  her  daughter  had  brought  from 
the  house. 

She  had  learned  that  when  she  was  emotionally  upset 
her  mood  communicated  Itself  to  Jack.  He  became  restless  and 
an  unusual  noise  made  him  restless  and  uneasy.  One  evening 
when  she  brought  him  In  from  the  aviary  she  noticed  that  he 
was  disturbed  and  It  took  her  a little  while  to  realize  that 
It  was  the  rustle  of  a ie  taffeta  dress  that  she  had  put  on 
because  she  was  going  to  a party. 

He  seemed  so  normal  that  she  decided  that  what  he 
needed  to  complete  his  happiness  was  a mate  and  a female 
Jackdaw  was  brought  In  to  keep  him  company,  but  Jack  was 
not  ardent  enough  for  her  and  she  showed  her  displeasure 
by  giving  him  savage  pecks  with  her  beak,  making  him 
truly  a hsH*?*  hen-pecked  male.  Fxx  Five  days  after  her 
arrival  the  female  was  returned  to  her  owner. 

One  of  Mrs.  Ryder's  problems  was  feeding  Jack. 

She  knew  enough  to  supply  him  with  grit  for  his  gizzard, 

but  It  was  by  trial  and  error  that  she  learned  what  he 

liked  to  eat.  He  seemed  to  have  a sense  of  taste,  but  no 

sense  of  smell,  and  he  disdained  certain  foods  that  were 

the  delight  of  the  wild  Jackdaws.  Cherries,  for  example; 

Mrs.  Ryder  thought  this  might  be  because  he  could  not  see 

<x>\iL 

their  bright  color;  Jackdaws  ftsv  notorious  for  their  love 

/< 

of  bright-colored  or  glittering  objects,  and  If  they  can't 
oat  them,  they  steal  them  anyway  and  hide  them.  Just  as 
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our  crows  rio.  (The  Jackdaw  Is  a relative  of  the  crow.) 

He  likes  hard-boiled  e£g  yolk,  grated  cheese,  boiled  or 
roasted  Lean  meat,  crisp  fried  bacon  fat,  dried  currants 
soaked  In  water,  fried  or  boiled  fish,  meal  worms  (these 
are  raised  commercially  In  this  country  as  well  as  In 
England  for  non-seedeatlng  birds) , and  fat  grubs  dug  up 
In  the  garden.  Ke  dislikes  all  fresh  fruit,  all  big  worms,  all 
ants  and  spiders  and  their  Ilk  and  will  not  eat  the  meat  of 
any  other  bird — chicken,  duck,  or  pheasant,  and  will  not 
touch  raw  meat.  He  mainstay  Is  brown  bread  soaked  In  milk. 

He  has  to  be  fed  and  watered  at  least  four  times  a day. 

Jack  has  been  with  Mrs.  Ryder  for  about  three  years. 

He  1s  In  good  health  and  good  spirits  and  Is  something  of  a 

tyrant,  but  unlike  most  tyruants,  greatly  beloved. 

■Wednesday 

Last  night  I dreamed  that  Keith  had 

brought  me  a bunch  of  daffodils.  I didn't  tell  him  because 
I thought  it  would  sound  too  much  like  Why  don’ t you  bring 
me  a bunch  of  daffodils,  but  guess  what  he  had  when  he 
came  home  Thursday?  What  else  but  a big  bunch  of  yellow 
daffodils'.  I attach  no  significance  to  the  dream  except 
that  Keith  always  brings  me  a bunch  of  daffodils  In  the 
spring  and  maybe  my  subconscious  mind  was  telling  me  that 
he  was  a bit  late  with  them  this  year.  I should  hate  to 
have  some  of  my  dreams  come  true,  for  some  o'^  them  are 
horrors. 

I hope  that  you  will  have  had  a happy  Easter  by 
the  time  this  reaches  you.  I must  go  out  now  and  get 
flowers  for  the  altar  at  Bertha's  church. 

With  our  love  always,  Nella 


Garden  City,  April  7»  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

Last  Sunday  afternoon  Keith  lay  on  the 
couch  in  the  living  room  reading  THE  ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE 
JE»'S  by  Josephus.  He  found  that  the  account  of  Moses 
did  not  exactly  gibe  with  -what  ha  remembered  from  the 
Bible,  so  I got  out  the  Bible  and  when  Keith  read  a 
passage  in  Josephus  I read  the  corresponding  passage 
in  the  Bible.  Ve  have  always  found  this  an  extremely 
interesting  way  to  read:  we  did  it  once  v’ith  THi  SONG 
OF  SOLOMON,  one  of  us  reading  the  Bible,  the  other  reading 
Robert  Pfeiffer's  commentaries  on  it  in  his  book  on  the 
Old  Testament  and  Ann  and  I did  it  once  with  two  different 
translations  of  the  INFERNO. 

V.'oll,  after  a while  Keith  put  Josephus 
away  and  I began  struggling  with  one  of  Horace' s Odea, 
remembered  that  your  translation  of  one  of  them  was  in 
THE  STORY  OF  MY  LIFE  and  looked  it  up  to  see  which  one — 
it  was  the  l3th  in  Book  II.  I did  not  read  your  translation, 
but  turned  to  the  Latin  and  v/orked  mightily , ending  up 
with  a literal  version,  in  prose  of  course,  which  made 
sense  but  was  quite  paralytic  in  flow  and  movement.  So  I 
scrabbled  around  until  I discovered  a translation  by  a 
distinguished  scholar  and  told  Keith  to  follow  it  while 
I read  aloud  another  translation  of  the  same  Ode.  I did  not 
tell  him  it  was  yours,  but  when  I had  finished  I asked  him 
which  he  liked  better  and  without  hesitation  he  said,  "The 
one  you  have  been  reading,  it  is  more  beautiful  and  it  makes 
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more  sense.”  (At  this  point  you  can  pause  to  take  a bowl) 

And  now  I want  to  tell  you  about  a delightful 
tblng  that  has  come  Into  our  lives.  X must  go  back  a 
bit.  I don  t know  that  I ever  ever  told  you  about  George 
Jaslnskl,  the  man  who  takes  care  of  our  yard  and  does  the 
heavy  cleaning  In  the  house,  like  getting  down  on  his  hands 

and  knees  to  scrub  the  kitchen  floor.  He  was  born  In 

. in  1398 

Poland,  a peasant,  and  arrived  In  this  count ry/on  the 

^ ships  In  the 

day  that  Admiral  Dewey  took  Manila;  the/New  York  harbor 

were  all  flying  flags,  ringing  bells,  and  blowing  their 

whistles  for  dear  life.  George  thought  he  had  come  to  a 

very  gay  city. 

His  first  job  was  digging  potatoes  on  a big 
estate  not  far  from  here  in  Vestbury,  Ijang  Island.  There 
he  fell  in  love  with  a young  Polish  girl  who  was  a sort  of 
scullery  maid  in  the  kitchen.  They  have  now  been  happily 
married  for  more  than  60  yearsl  Neither  of  them  had  ever 
been  to  school,  neither  of  them  has  ever  learned  to  read 
and  write.  V^hen  Keith,  down  here  in  the  summer  by  himself, 
gives  out  of  breakfast  food,  he  puts  the  empty  box  upside 
down  on  the  kitchen  table  with  some  money  on  top  and  when 
he  comes  home  a new  box  Is  on  the  table  In  place  of  the 
old  one. 

tthi  and  his  w’lfe  had  three  daughters  and  one  son. 
They  all  went  to  the  public  schools — through  High  School. 
The  son  became  a house  painter,  a very  good  one  who  never 
lacks  for  work.  But  the  exciting  and  rewarding  part  of  the 
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story  lies  In  the  third  generation.  George's  son's  son 
was  so  hrllllant  a student  In  High  School  that  he  won  a 
scholarship  for  college,  kept  on  winning  scholarships 
all  the  way  through  to  his  doctor's  degree  In  Nuclear 
Chemistry.  V.'lth  or  without  scholarships  there  are  not 
many  o^  these  In  the  United  States  and  they  are  all 
extremely  valuable  citizens.  But  there  Is  more.  Another, 
a son  of  one  of  George's  daughters,  partly  through 
scholarships,  partly  through  help  from  his  parents,  made 
his  way  through  college,  was  taken  on  by  the  State 
Department,  and  Is  now  Vice  Consul  of  the  United  5‘ates 
to  Italy.  A third,  a college  graduate,  athxletlc  as  well 
as  Intellectual,  Is  tom  between  going  Into  a career  as 
a professional  ball  player  or  moving  Into  a college  as 
a teacher  of  history.  The  famous  baseball  team  known  as 
the  Giants  has  signed  him  up,  but  he  Is  not  sure  that 
he  wants  to  stay  with  them,  I am  still  not  through. 

There  Is  a fourth  who  is  now  at  the  KnixBxlsi  University 
of  Louvain  in  Brussels,  in  the  medical  school,  studying 
for  a degree  In  Neurosurgery  I Isn't  this  a wonderful 
story  and  Isn't  It  what  we  like  to  think  of  as  the 
American  storyj 

I have  never  seen  any  of  these  distinguished 
grandsons,  but  I have  often  wondered  how  they  might  feel 
towards  an  Illiterate  old  man  going  dally  to  work  on  a 
bicycle  to  do  menial  Jobs  for  other  people.  I knew  that 
a great  deal  of  the  money  he  made  had  gone  Into  the 
education  of  these  children  and  that  Just  now  he  Is 
helping  to  support  the  one  at  the  University  of  Louvain 
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and  I told  Keith  that  if  I over  found  that  a single  one 
of  them  was  not  proud  of  George  I would  snatch  that  one 
bald-headed  with  my  own  hands. 


A month  or  two  ago  George  brought  me  a folder  about 
whiKh  the  University  of  Louvain  which  the  student  there 
had  sent  him — the  boy's  name  is  Richard.  I found  it  very 
exciting  to  think  of  a young  man  today  being  at  a University 
which  was  founded  before  Columbus  was  born  and  walking  the 
streets  that  Erasmus  had  walked.  I told  George  that  I 
was  going  to  write  to  him  and  asked  for  his  address. 

Over  the  years  that  George  has  worked  for  us  I 
have  often  longed  to  tell  him  how  much  we  admired  him,  but 
for  an  Anglo-Saxon  at  least  it  is  not  easy  to  stand  face 
to  face  with  another  person  and  deliver  ourselves  of  such 
sentiments.  I knew  something  about  Richard's  background. 

His  mother  died  when  he  was  about  14  years  old  (George 
has  had  the  sorrow  of  losing  two  of  his  daughters),  his 
only  sister  was  a couple  of  years  younger.  The  father 
soon  remarried,  the  new  wife  began  having  children  of  her 
own  and  resented  her  husband's  daxlng  spending  money  on 
the  children  of  her  predecessor.  The  girl,  out  of  sheer 
loneliness  and  desperation,  ran  away  and  married  when  she 
was  16  years  old  (a  happy  marriage  it  has  turned  out,  by 
the  way).  George  took  Richard  under  his  compassionate  wing. 

The  evening  after  George  had  brought  the  folder 
about  Louvain  I said  Keith,  I think  it  would  be  fun  to  send 
this  boy  a little  money  and  Keith  said  he  thought  it  would 


5 


ba  a fine  idea,  so  the  next  morning  I hopped  o-ver  to  the 
bank  and  had  a draft  made  out  In  Richard’ s name  for  §100. 

I wrote  him  that  I was  sending  It  to  him  because  my  husband 
and  I were  so  very  fond  of  his  grandfather  and  I said  some 
of  the  things  that  I had  wanted  to  say  about  George. 

George  heard  from  him  before  I did  (George's 

son  who  lives  near  him  reads  his  letters  to  him).  The 

money  was  such  a surprise  that  Richard  told  his  grandfather 

that  his  mind  simply  stopped  thinking  for  a while.  I had 

2.  i — ■ 

written  the  that  It  was  fun  to  be  able  to  send  the  money 
and  we  hoped  he  would  have  fun  spending  it,  but  he  seems 
to  be  a very  responsible  young  man:  he  bought  much-needed 
medical  books  and  apparatus  with  it. 

But,  Helen,  the  very  best  of  all  w'as  what  he 
said  in  his  letter  to  me.  I will  quote:  "You  have 
expressed  your  admiration  and  respect  for  my  grandfather, 
and  I feel  that  It  is  perhaps  only  rivalled  by  my  own, 
since  my  grandfather  has  helped  and  directed  my  career 
from  its  beginnings  and  I shall  forever  be  Indebted  In 
spirit  to  this  wonderful  and  remarkable  man. 

"It  has  been  his  plan  that  all  his  grandsons 
should  have  those  advantages  and  opiJortunltles  which  he 
himself  was  unable  to  have.  I am  able  to  say,  without 
reservations^  that  he  has  admirably  succeeded  and  that, 
although  it  Is  contrary  to  his  nature,  ho  should  be 
rightfully  proud... 

"This  man's  philosophy  of  gentle  Avlsdom  and 
keen  awareness  of  life  and  of  Its  real  and  lasting  values 
Inspires  all  who  know  him  with  a profound  respect  for 
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for  his  intelligence  and  way  of  life." 

To  what  Richard  has  said  I can  only  add  Amen'. 

He  will  be  back  In  this  country  for  his  summer  vacation 
and  plans  to  come  to  see  us  In  New  Hampshire.  V.'e  look 
forward  to  this.  George  is  now  34,  still  working  every 
day  In  the  week,  hard  work  at  that,  and  we'd  Ilka  to  size 
up  this  grandson  and  see  if  there  Is  a way  we  can  help. 

It  Is,  as  you  know,  awfully  hard  to  help  people.  I sometimes 
think  the  best  we  can  do  is  to  make  them  happy. 

I am  Inclosing  with  this  an  excerpt  from 
Plotinus  and  within  the  next  few  days  I shall  mark 
passages  in  a book  on  Ales  Alexandria,  Egypt,  which  I 
think  you  and  Mrs.  Corbally  may  enjoy.  The  book  Is  by 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  novelists  now  living, 

E.M.  Forster  with  whose  classic  PASSAGE  '"O  INDIA  you 
may  be  familiar. 

And  now  at  last  I will  sign  myself,  your 
very  long-winded,  very  devoted  friend,  Nella 


(From  the  ENNEADS  of  Plotinus,  Neoplatonlst  philosopher 
of  the  3rd  century  A.D. , horn  In  Egypt,  studied  chiefly 
at  Alexandria,  but  familiar  with  Oriental  thought  through 
contacts  In  Persia  and  India.  This  pasr.age  Is  concerned 
with  the  way  a vision  of  God  may  be  obtained  In  this  llfejl 

"But  what  must  we  do?  How  lies  the  path?  How  come  to  iiuj 

vision  of  the  Inaccessible  Beauty,  dwelling  as  If  In 
concentrated  precincts,  apart  from  the  common  ways  where 
all  men  may  see? 

'"Let  us  flee  to  the  beloved  Fatherland.’  This  Is  the 
soundest  counsel.  But  what  Is  the  flight?  How  are  we  to 
gain  the  open  sea? 

"The  Fatherland  Is  There  whence  we  have  come  and  There  Is 
the  Father. 

"Vi'hat  then  Is  our  course,  what  the  manner  of  our  flight? 
This  Is  not  a journey  for  the  feet;  the  feet  bring  us 
only  from  land  to  land;  all  this  order  of  things  you  must 

set  aside  and  refuse  to  see;  you  must  close  the  eyes  and 

call  Instead  upon  another  vision  which  Is  to  be  waked 
within  you,  a vision  the  blrth-rlght  of  all,  which  few  can 
see 

"Withdraw  Into  yourself  and  look.  And  If  you  do  not 
find  yourself  beautiful  yet,  act  as  does  the  creator  of 
a statue  xKlck  that  Is  to  be  made  beautiful;  he  cuts  away 
here,  he  smooths  there,  he  makes  this  line  lighter,  that 
purer,  until  a lovely  face  has  grown  upon  his  work. 


Plotinus  2 


"When  you  know  that  you  have  become  this  perfect  work,  when 
you  are  self -gathered  In  the  purity  of  your  being,  nothing 
now  remaining  that  can  shatter  that  Inner  unity — when  you 
perceive  that  you  have  grown  to  this,  you  are  now  become 
very  vision;  now  call  up  all  your  confidence,  strike 
forward  yet  a step — you  need  a guide  no  longer — forward 
yet  a step — you  need  a guide  no  longer — strain  and  see. 
"This  Is  the  only  eye  that  sees  the  mighty  Beauty.  If  the 
eye  that  ventures  the  vision  be  dimmed  by  vice,  impure  or 
weak,  then  it  sees  nothing  even  though  another  point  to 
what  lies  before  It.  To  any  vision  must  be  brought  an  eye 
adapted  to  what  Is  to  be  seen,  and  having  some  resemblance 
to  It.  Never  did  eye  see  the  sun  unless  it  had  first 
become  sunlike,  and  never  can  the  soul  have  vision  of 
the  first  Beauty  unless  Itself  be  beautiful." 


Garden  City,  April  17,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

Last  week  when  I was  In  New  York  to  take  care 

of  a double  handful  of  errands  I dropped  Into  the 

Wlldsnstein  Gallery  to  spend  a few  minutes  looking  at 

the  paintings  there  on  exhibit  in  memory  of  Adele  Levy; 

more  than  an  hour  vent  by  before  I could  tear  myself  away 

and  I am  going  back  later  this  week  v.-lth  Leith.  Ihe  best 

I can  say  of  the  exhibit  is  that  it  is  worthy  of  Adele. 

Eight  countries  were  represented — Italy,  Holland,  Germany, 

Greece,  France,  Spain,  England,  and  fne  United  States.  It  is 

a loan  axhtelt  exhibit  and  the  pictures  were  borrowed  from  all 

over  the  country,  from  26  museums  coast  to  coast,  and  29 

private  owners.  The  earliest  painting  is  an  altarpiece  by 

Eernardo 

the  great  Florentine  SBKna^HxBBKKXjaB/Daddl  who  was  born 
around  1290  and  the  exhibit  comes  on  up  through  the  centuries 
to  Include  the  modern  French  masters  like  Cezanne,  Eatlsse, 
Renoir,  and  Picasso  whom  Adele  loved  so  much.  As  evidence 
of  how  fine  these  modern  paintings  are,  I will  only  say 
that  they  can  hold  their  own  side  by  side  with  Titian  and 
Tintoretto,  ^he  gallery  blazes  and  sings  with  color,  a feast 
for  the  eye  and  the  soul,  and  I longed  for  Polly  as  I went 
the  rounds.  How  she  would  have  loved  Itl  I am  sending  the 
catalog  to  Mrs.  Corbally  so  she  can  read  you  Mrs.  Roosevelt's 
introductory  tribute  to  Adele. 

This  coming  Sunday  afternoon  I am  going 
with  Elizabeth  Lawrence  to  see  Martha  Graham  dance  cly temnestra. 
I shall  think  of  you,  remembering  your  comments  when  you  read 


it  in  the  hospital. 
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Tha  raporta  from  Slaa  seem  good.  ?ha  has  had  a 
very  "bad  two  years,  one  Illness  after  another,  and  now  I 
believe  tha  doctors  have  taken  out  every  thing  that  Isn't 
absolutely  essential  to  life.  I hope  to  see  her  as  soon  as 
she  can  have  visitors. 

>iulte  by  accident  In  the  random  reading  I do  In 
the  evening  I ran  across  two  husband-and-wlf e stories  which 
I found  very  amusing.  Cne  Is  about  the  mother  of  oames 
Fenlmore  Cooper,  author  of  the  Leathers  to  eking  Tales.  V.'hen 
her  husband  decided  to  move  from  Kaw  Jersey  to  what  Is  now 
Coopers! own.  Now  York,  his  wife  sat  down  In  a rocking 
clialr  on  the  front  porch  and  said  she  wasn't  going,  Mr. 
Cooper  went  on  loading  their  household  goods  on  the  wagons; 
the  last  item  was  Mrs.  Cooper.  Ke  ordered  the  men  to  pick 
her  up,  rocking  chair  and  all,  and  that's  how'  she  rode  to 
New  York.  Co  far  as  I know,  they  were  reasonably  happy 
ever  after. 

Ihe  other  story  concerns  the  w'omen  of  one  of  the 
tribes  in  the  south-central  Sahara,  tvhen  a man  Insults 
his  wife  In  public  (they  say  this  rarely  happens),  she 
simply  takas  off  all  her  clothes,  throws  them  on  the 
ground  In  a heap  and  stalks  haughtily  through  the  crowd 
to  her  tent'.  No  wonder  the  men  are  careful  what  they  sayl 

Saturday  afternoon  (speaking  of  husbands  and 
wives)  I went  to  a book  exhibit  here  In  Gar-'^en  City  'O 
celebrate  National  Library  V.'eak  and  the  woman  In  charge 
asked  me  why  I hadn't  brought  my  brother  with  me,  meaning 
Keith.  He  and  I during  the  years  we  have  been  together 
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have  come  to  look  so  much  alike  that  people  often  make 
this  mistake.  And  conversely  when  I am  out  with  nobert 
people  take  for  granted  that  w'a  are  husband  and  wife,  he 
weighing  nearly  twice  as  much  as  I do  and  there  being 
otherwise  no  physical  resemblance  between  us.  ’•’ell,  I 
can  think  of  a lot  of  people  I'd  rather  %(ook  Ilka  than 
me,  but  since  one  of  them  Is  Keith  I guess  it's  all  right. 

His  lo->-e  to  you  with  mine,  always,  Hella 


Garden  City,  April  26,  1961 


Dear  Evelyn, 


I suggest  that  you  send  this  letter  from 
Appleton-Century-Crof ts  to  Mr.  Ken  McCormick  at 
Doubleday's.  He  would  know  whether  or  not  it  would 
be  a good  Idea  to  grant  the  permission:  3200  words 
from  so  small  a book  seems  to  me  rather  excessive, 
especially  since  a number  of  excerpts  from  It  were 
used  In  '^HE  OPEN  DOOR.  Also  he  would  know  what  fee 
should  be  charged.  Prices  have  gone  up  so  much  since 
I was  active  In  publishing  that  I couldn' t hazard  a 
guess  as  to  what  It  ought  to  be. 

For  your  Information  this  little  book 
was  first  brought  out  in  1929  as  WE  BEREAVED  and  was 
Intended  for  distribution  by  funeral  parlors.  Their 
friend,  Leslie  Fulenwlder,  suggested  It  and  published 
It.  A few  years  later  he  committed  suicide,  leaving 
nothing  but  debts,  and  slnee  he  and  his  wife  had  lived 
apart  for  some  years,  though  not  divorced,  things  were 
In  a fine  mesa.  Mrs,  Fulenwlder  was  willing  to  turn 
the  copyright  over  to  Helen,  but  her  lawyer  told  her 
that  he  was  not  sure  that  she  had  the  right  to  do  It. 
All  this  happened  before  my  close  association  with  the 
household  and  I didn't  come  Into  the  picture  until 
1939  when  I first  learned  about  the  situation  and  tried 
to  clear  It  up.  After  an  Interminable  correspondence 
with  Mrs.  Fulenwlder,  Doubleday' a,  and  the  Copyright 
Dept.  In  Washington  we  learned  that  nothing  could  be 
done  until  the  original  copyright  ran  out  In  1957. 

At  that  time  Doubleday's  renewed  the  copyright  In 
Helen's  name,  and  so  It  stands  today. 

Martha  Graham's  CLYTEMNESTRA  gave  me  one 
of  the  most  exciting  experiences  I ever  had  in  a 
theater.  Perfectly  beautiful,  and  I do  mean  perfectly. 

I hope  all  goes  well  with  you  and  with 
everyone  at  Arcan  Ridge.  Things  are  rather  hectic 
here,  with  house  renovations  and  whatnot  and  with 
packing  for  our  getaway  to  Snowvllle. 


Affectionately , 


Garden  City,  April  27,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

Nothing  I had  ever  seen  had  prepared  me  for 
the  beauty  of  Martha  Graham's  CLYTEMNESTRA.  Of  course  the 
story  comes  dmm  to  us  with  the  resonance  of  the  centuries, 
the  story  of  a woman  with  "male  strength  of  heart,"  able  to 
rule  the  city  of  Mycenae  for  ten  years,  and  at  the  same  time 
a vroman  vrlth  all  the  strength  and  weakness  of  her  sex. 

"It  is  an  evil  and  a thing  of  terror,"  she  said,  "when  a 
wife  sits  In  the  house  forlorn  with  no  man  by."  It  Is  no 
wonder  that  she  turned  to  Aeglsthus,  especially  after 
Agamemnon's  sacrifice  of  Iphfcgenla.  No  word  Is  spoken 
by  the  dancers.  It  Is  all  expressed  by  the  movements  of 
their  bodies,  the  wonderfully  disciplined  bodies  of  dancers. 

I had  not  knot-m  that  the  body  was  capable  of  such  comm^lnlcatlon. 
Ifertha  kaS  staged  It  herself  and  her  handling  of  the  Inanimate 
color  and  form  displaed  the  same  genius  that  she  showed  In  the 
flovjlng  and  static  movements  of  the  dancers.  I came  av;ay 
"all  shook  up,"  as  the  modem  phrase  has  l"^  and  my  age  mind 
still  reels  when  I rethink  the  scenes. 

And  Just  the  other  day  a friend  of  mine  was 
telling  me  about  a project  from  Gallaudet  College.  Of  course 
the  college  uses  all  the  modem  methods  of  teaching  the  deaf, 
but  some  one  there  realized  the  beauty  of  the  movements  of  the 
sign  language  and,  considering  It  from  the  point  of  view  of 
art,  has  filmed  scenes  from  some  of  the  masterpieces  like 
OTHELLO,  These  were  so  poignantly  beautiful  and  the 
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is  so  nearly  complete  that  a serious  plan  is  under  vray  to 
brine  some  of  them  to  Broadway.  Much  work  will  have  to 
the  done  and  in  the  theater  there  will  have  to  be 
microphones,  as  at  the  UN,  through  vrhlch  the  words  will  be 
spoken.  If  the  thing  is  successful,  all  that  will  need  to 
be  done  for  presentation  in  foreign  countries  is  to  translate 
the  script  into  the  appropriate  language.  For  this  reason 
the  State  Department  is  Interested  and  may  make  a financial 
contribution  to  it.  Those  closely  connected  id.th  it  feel 
that  it  may  be  the  opening  wedge  in  the  creation  of  a new 
form  of  art.  They  are  all  very  excited  and  I shall  know  more 
about  it  as  time  goes  on. 

Day  before  yesterday  I had  to  go  into  New  York  to 
sign  my  will  before  witnesses  and,  HiraitfciisxSiEiH?;  mirajblln 
dictu.  Keith  took  the  afternoon  off  and  went  irlth  me  to  see 
the  masterpieces  of  art  now  on  view  in  memory  of  Adele.  He 
loved  them  as  much  as  I had  thought  he  would,  and  after  this, 
since  the  day  -5-ra.s  pleasant,  we  walked  across  Fifth  Ave.  to 
the  Central  Park  Zoo,  which  neither  of  us  had  visited  before. 
Oh,  dear  most  of  the  animals  did  look  so  shabby  and  unhappy. 
The  camel  and  the  yak  and  the  bison  were  shedding  their 
heavy,  tangled  i-;lnter  coats  and  looked  like  beggars  who  have 
given  up  all  hope.  The  hlppopatamus  stood  as  if  he  was 
trying  to  make  up  his  mind  what  to  do  next.  I am  not  sure 
that  the  hippopotamus  is  the  ugliest  animal  in  the  world, 
but  if  there  were  an  anti-beauty  contest  he  would  be  my 
nomination.  His  great  head  with  its  tiny  brain  is  so  heavy 
that  it  is  a burden  even  for  him  to  carry  around,  which  is  one 
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reason  why  he  spends  so  muoh  time  In  lakes  and  rivers  when 
he  Is  In  his  natural  habitat,  the  water  helps  support  the 
head.  As  we  watched  the  burden  became  too  heavy  for  him 
and  he  lowered  his  head  until  his  chin  rested  on  the  cement. 
On  the  cement > He  who  belonged  In  the  deep  wilds  of 
Africa,  This  Is  why  zocs  always  make  me  uncomfortable. 

The  happiest  creatures  we  saw  were  two  fine  black  gorlllasi 
they  sat  at  ease,  regarding  us  with  what  I thought  was 
contempt,  while  we  looked  at  them  with  admiration,  I 
think  the  Lord  must  have  taken  great  pleasure  in  creating 
the  millions  of  different  forms  In  which  to  Implant  the 
seed  of  life. 


At  this  point  I am  changing  to 
another  typewriter,  the  one  on  which  I 
am  copying  a textbook  for  a child  in 
one  of  the  Nassau  County  schools  whose 
sight  is  impaired.  I do  this  because 
Mrs.  Corbally  or  Evelyn  can  describe 
the  difference  between  this  type  and 
that  of  the  ordinary  standard  typewriter. 
1 am  sure  you  know  about  this  integration 
program.  I am  working  in  general  under 
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the  IHB  and  in  particular  under  Virginia 
Scharoff  who  is  practically  killing 
herself  for  the  program,  collecting 
money,  teaching  Braille  classes,  lining 
up  Braille  copyists  and  typists  like 
me,  only  most  of  them  are  more  skilful, 
and  doing  the  thousand  and  one  other 
things  that  have  to  be  done  in  a busy 
office  like  hers.  It  makes  me  very 
happy  to  be  even  a small  part  of  such 
a program. 

And  now  back  to  my  packing  for 
Snowville.  We  hope  to  leave  here  on 
May  7,  but  since  Keith  has  to  go  to 
Washington  next  week  for  a meeting  of  an 
Atomic  Energy  Commission  Committee  we 
may  not  be  able  to  make  it. 

Our  love  to  you  always  and  always, 

Nella 


May  5,  1961 


Dear  Bill, 


Lunch  yesterday  at  Arcan  Ridge,  ty  Helen's 
special  request.  She  greeted  me  with  the  radiant 
smile  and  loving  kiss  to  which  I had  grown  accustomed, 
fear  and  trembling  vanished,  and  we  had  a happy  three 
hours  together.  I was  able  to  talk  about  anything  I 
■s-ranted  to,  Including  you  and  Margaret  and  Annie  and  TMH. 

Off  to  Snowllle  early  Sunday  morning. 

Distracting  amount  to  do  before  then. 

Did  Annie  tell  you  that  she  looked  completely 
ravishing  In  that  Japanese  robe  I gave  her?  Well,  she  did. 

I hope  you  are  finding  your  book  rei-/ardlng  and 
not  too  agonizing. 

A happy  summer  to  you  all I 


Snowvllle,  May  14,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

With  this  I am  sending  you  two  poems  and  In 
a separate  package  three  or  four  rocks  which  are  connected 
with  one  of  the  poems.  Mrs.  Corbally  will  show  them  to  you. 

But  first  I will  tell  you  about  the  poet.  Her 
name  Is  Abble  Huston  Evans  and  an  old  friend  of  ours  brought 
her  over  here  two  autumns  ago  to  have  lunch  with  us.  XXXH 
We  had  about  three  and  a half  lively,  stimulating  hours 
together  and  Keith  and  I had  the  wit  to  recognize  that  Miss 
Evans  was  a rare  and  lovely  person,  ^^y  friend  (and  hers) 

Jeanle  Hughes  told  me  that  Miss  Evans  had  written  some  poetry, 
that  the  tos  a Radcllffe  graduate,  that  for  many  years  she 
had  been  a teacher  at  the  Settlement  Music  School  In 
Philadelphia,  and  that  her  eightieth  birthday  was  coming  up. 
After  our  vronderful  visit  together,  you  can  Imagine  my 
delight  when  a few  month's  later  I saw  Miss  Evans'  picture  In 
the  N.Y.  Times  along  with  the  annotincement  that  the  National 
Institute  of  Arts  and  Letters  (you  are  a member)  had  given  her 
Its  $1000  Lolnes  Poetry  Award  "For  continuing  Integrity  In  Art, 
The  next  thing  I knew  was  that  a book  of  her 
poetry  had  Just  been  published,  PACT  OP  CRYSTAL,  II  It  Is 
less  than  50  pages  long,  but  It  has  received  the  highest  praise 
that  has  been  given  to  a volume  of  poetry  In  many,  many  years. 
One  reviewer  said,  "That  a poet  so  distinguished  as  Kiss  Evans 
could  have  reached  the  age  of  eighty  \rf.thout  fame  and  almost 
vrlthout  praise  Is  cause  for  coaet-to-ooast  embarrassment.... 

She  has  written  remarkably  little,  but  that  handful  of  poetry 
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Is  so  freshly  imaginative,  so  taut,  so  successful  in  its 
undertakings  that  it  seems  certain — now~of  a place  in  our 
anthologies  and  our  histories. 

”Her  Imagination  is  geological.  She  sees  beneath  the 
•pasture  green*  to  the  ftHixftKXKBx' fiercer  stuff'  of  earth's 
core.... Her  title  poem,  an  extraordinary  transmutation  of 
science  into  art,  finds  Images  and  metaphors  for  the 
million-year  growth  of  a crystal  and  sings  at  the  end  a hymn 
to  form  and  purpose.” 

Another  reviewer  speaks  of  her  "utterly  distinctive 
quality. , .her  senstlve  and  strong  perceptions.,.,  her  sense 
of  'inscape,'"  like  Hopkln's  and  ISnlly  Dickinson's, 

Here  Is  what  Miss  Evan's  says  about  her  oim  book: 

"It  Is  3ust  a book  of  highly  personal  poems  refeft  reflecting 
my  reaction  to  the  world  and  to  living— which  I find 
imfallingly  exciting." 

The  poems  are  not  simple,  but  I have  foimd  them  very 
retvardlng  and  I hope  you  will  too.  If  you  want  more,  I will 
send  them. 

The  rocks  I am  sending  you  are  the  kinds  that 
Miss  Evens  learned  to  love  during  her  childhood  in  Maine. 
These  oame  from  our  own  hillside.  In  one  Is  embedded  a 
beryl  crystal;  It  Is  not  perfect  has  because  the  geologist 
nicked  off  a comer  with  his  hammer,  but  perfect  crystals  are 
rarer  than  one  might  think.  In  the  stress  and  strain  of  the 
mighty  forces  that  create  them  crystal  pushes  against  crystal 
and  deformities  result,  (’//hat  has  gone  on  In  the  bowels  of 
the  earth  and  still  goes  on  staggers  the  Imagination.)  Peryl 
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has  great  value  In  our  modem  world;  It  Is  used  In  the  great 
atomic  reactors  to  slow  down  the  neutrons  so  that  the 
scientists  can  handle  them  In  fission  and  fusion.  But  don't 
ask  me  howl  Incidentally  emerald  is  a member  of  the  beryl 
family.  You  td.ll  notice  that  the  kaxH  beryl  Is  In  a matrix 
of  other  forms  of  rook;  one  of  these,  the  one  that  shines  and 
flakes  off  is  mica.  You  will  find  better  examples  of  mica 
In  some  of  the  other  rocks~I  think  you  can  scrape  some  off 
tdth  your  fingernail.  Mica  today  Is  used  as  an  Insulator 
on  electronic  Instruments.  Small  pieces  are  often  used  to 
sprinkle  over  Ohrlstmas  trees  to  make  them  sparkle.  Klca  comes 
In  lai-ge  sheets  as  well  as  In  the  small  pieces  you  find  here, 
and  In  the  old  days  when  we  had  pot-bellied  stoves,  sheets  of 
mica  were  set  In  the  doors  like  panes  in  a window  so  the  light 
of  the  fire  could  shine  through,  'i4" 

The  big  white  rock  Is  quartz,  and  so  Is  the  small 
vdilte  rock.  On  the  small  one  I think  you  >dll  be  able  to 
feel  one  facet  of  tiie  crystal.  This  Is  inferior  quartz. 

Pine  quartz  Is  as  clear  as  a crystal  spring  and  was  used  for 
xjtansaiKiss  grinding  spectacle  lenses  before  people  learned  how 
to  make  glass  that  was  good  enough  for  the  purpose.  SMh  The 
crystal  ki  balls  of  the  fortune  tellers  were  often  made  of 
quartz.  And  plates  of  quartz  are  used  today  in  radio  and 
television  sets  to  make  the  program  stay  put  when  you  turn  It 
on,  A plate  or  slab  of  quartz  vibrates  like  a violin  string; 
the  plate  Is  cut  so  that  It  vibrates  at  the  desired  frequency 
and  In  some  mysterious  way  of  Its  o-vm  holds  the  radio  or  TV 
set  to  that  vlbratlonl  These  things  are  modem,  but  It  took 
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millions  and  millions  of  years  for  Nature  to  create  these 
"earth  forms"  that  make  them  possible.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
Miss  Evans,  thinking  on  these  things  and  others  has  found 
life  "unfailingly  exciting."  You  and  1 have  always  been 
lucky  enough  to  find  life  like  this  too. 

Well,  I must  stop  and  cook  dinner.  I had  a lot  more 
that  I ■was  going  to  say,  but  1*11  keep  it  until  the  next  time. 
I loved  being  ■tflth  you  the  other  day.  In  fact,  I love  you  all 
the  time.  Nella.  And  Keith  says  Me  too. 


Sno^rvlllo,  Nevr  Hampshire 
’■ay  17.  19^1 


Dear  Slrel 

Pleace  send  me  tiro  boxes  of  the  very  thin, 
very  blaok  oarbon  paper  which  Is  used  In  the  oopylnr: 
of  books  for  the  eeml-bllnd  children  In  Nassau  County i 
Titan  Black  A46,  It  Is  In  connection  vrlth  the  propiram 
that  I wish  to  use  It,  but  I ■v.’ant  to  pay  for  It  and  am 
therefore  Inoloslny,  a check  in  blank. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


I^rs.  Keith  Henney 


COLUMBIA  CARBON  PAPER  CO. 
Crlen  Cove,  Lon't  Isand 
New  York 


Snowllle,  May  10,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

A few  minutes  ago  two  men  delivered  the  file 
cabinet  In  which  Keith  must  keep  the  secret  papers  he  Is 
going  to  work  on  this  summer.  They  must  he  In  this  cabinet 
every  minute  that  they  are  not  In  his  hands,  and  even  when  they 
are  In  his  hands  no  one  can  look  at  them  except  those  who 
have  been  given  Security  Clearance  by  the  Government.  The 
cabinet  Is  rather  formidable  to  look  at,  with  a heavy  Iron 
bar  running  do>m  the  front  and  a secret  lock  on  top.  Ho  one 
but  Keith  knows  the  combination  that  unlocks  It,  and  so  there'll 
be  no  snooping  around.  Even  I oan't  snoop — couldn't,  even  If  I 
■t'fanted  to,  which  I don't. 

You  remember  the  little  girl  I told  you  about 
last  autumn  who  had  a pet  coon?  The  story  has  a happy  ending. 
The  coon  led  a petted  cherished  life  all  grew  fat  and 

sleek  In  the  spring,  still  allowed  Debbie  to  pet  him,  then  some 
wild  coons  appeared  In  the  neighborhood  (one  of  them  no  doubt 
a lovely  damsel)  and  Debbie's  coon  went  off  iriLth  them  to  lead 
a fruitful  life  with  his  o\m  kind.  I shouldn't  be  surprised  If 
he  brings  his  wife  and  children  back  to  see  hie  young  mistress. 
Debbie  novr  has  rabbits  to  console  her.  We  haven't  seen  any  of 
our  coons  yet,  but  we  know  they  around  by  their  tracks  and 
droppings. 

The  Museum  of  Modem  Art  Is  now  showing  an 
exhibit  of  photographs  by  Kate  Stelchen's  father.  Edward 
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Stelchen,  82  years  old,  is  now  the  Dean  of  American  Photography, 
tJie  Grand  Old  Kan,  and  famous  all  over  the  world.  He  has 
photographed  as  )nany  celebrities  as  Jo  ''busted,''  his  portraits, 
whether  of  celebrities  or  not,  are  remarlcably  sensitive,  and  he 
has  made  many,  many  other  types  of  photographs.  He  began  as  a 
painter,  in  his  forties  decided  that  as  a painter  he  ms 
"producing  pictures  that  were  high-grade  wall-paper  with  a 
gold  frame  around  them, " so  he  decided  to  burn  them  up  and 
start  on  a new  career  vd.th  a camera.  As  I remember  it,  he 
began  by  photographing  an  egg— hundreds  of  times  he  photographed 
that  egg— in  eveiy  kind  of  light  and  position  he  oould  think  of, 
patiently,  interminably , he  worked  on  that  egg  and  other  eggs 
vrlth  it,  learning  about  form  and  shadow  and  light.  And  when 
he  turned  to  other  subjects  all  photographers  everytrtiere  realized 
that  something  new  had  come  into  their  art.  He  made  portraits 
of  Charlie  Chaplin,  Greta  Garbo,  and  many  others  that  will  not 
be  forgotten.  One  of  his  best  subjects  was  in  his  own  family. 
Carl  Sandburg  is  his  brother-in-law  (therefore  Kate’s  uncle) 
and  some  of  his  portraits  of  Sandburg  are  positively  inspired. 

During  World  War  II  Stelchen  was  in  charge  of  all 
Naval  combat  photography.  Prom  the  moment  he  took  camera  in  hand 
he  thought  of  photography  as  a means  of  communication.  He  saw 
that  combat  pictures  were  no  deterrent  to  'sra.r,  ">/hat  the  world 
needs,"  he  said,  "is  a positive  emphasis  in  the  opposite 
direction,"  And  so  he  began  to  travel  the  world  to  find 
photographs  which  would  give  that  emphasis,  visited  29 
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EQHHiitHT:  cities  In  11  countries,  examined  several  million 
pictures,  spending  three  years  at  the  and  finally  selected 

500  uhlch  were  exhhlted  several  years  ago  at  the  Museum  of 
Modem  Art,  where,  in  the  words  of  a reviewer,  "there  came 
alive  the  whole  elemental  story  of  man,  told  in  a the  universal 
language  of  birth  and  death,  love  and  happiness,  work  and  play, 
sickness  and  sorrow."  Up  to  the  present  time  nine  million 
people  in  37  et  countries  have  seen  that  exhibit  and  the  pictures 
have  been  put  into  a book  which  became  a best-seller  and  is  now 
in  its  10th  edltlonl  "There's  more  love  than  hate  in  man — and 
love  is  the  same  and  speaks  the  same  language  the  world  over, " 
Stelchen  says.  I think  this  is  true,  but  the  headlines  in  the 
papers  sometimes  seem  to  deny  it. 

Stelchen  lives  somewhere  In  Connecticut  and  his  favorite 
subject  at  the  moment  is  a small  shad-blow  tree  which  he  himself 
planted  about  30  years  ago.  He  has  photographed  it  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year,  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night,  and  from 
every  angle.  To  him  this  is  like  composing  a piece  of  music, 

"a  symphony  of  organic  growth,"  He  has  been  working  on  the  tree 
six  years  and  says  he  has  two  more  years  to  go  I 

And  now  I must  go.  Household  routine  is  relentless 
and  we  may  have  a guest  over  the  week-end,  I hope  the  poison 
ivy  has  all  disappeared.  '.That  a tiresome  nuisance  it  Isl 

Much  love  from  us  both,  Nella 


SnoT-rvllle,  May  22,  1961 


Dear  Virginia, 


I am  mailing  In  my  first  volume  this  morning — 
74  pages  and  the  break  cane  at  a trondorful  point  In  the  text. 
I have  about  12  pages  on  the  next  volume  and  hope  It  go 

much  faster.  I am  on  my  last  folder  of  carbon  paper  and  I 
have  changed  the  ribbon— >s till  have  one  ribbon  In  reserve, 
but  I think  you’d  better  send  me  another.  I have  ordered 
ribbons  and  carbon  paper  direct,  but  don’t  yet  know  what 
luck  I shall  have.  I am  much  more  relaxed  -.vlth  the 
electricity  than  I T^as  In  the  beginning. 

All  good  wishes,  al-s^ays, 


Snowvllle,  May  28,  1961 


Dear  Virginia, 


'Then  we  go  doivn  the  hill  to  mall  thle  I 
shall  also  mall  In  my  second  voliime  of  SINGER  SCIENCE 
ADVENTURES.  This  one  also  broke  nicely  In  the  70 *s  and 
It  looks  better  than  the  first  volume.  There  ^.vill  be 
two  more  volumes,  one  probably  a bit  short.  I am  In  a 
quandary  about  the  vocabulary  table  at  the  back  of  the 
book,  which  I noticed  only  yesterday.  It  seems  to  be 
for  teachers,  yet  It  speaks  of  a teacher's  guide  for  the 
book.  I assume  that  I should  copy  It  and  put  It  In  a 
separate  package  as  a Supplement.  ????????  This 
problem  Is  much  better  handled  in  the  Basic  Social 
Studies  (also  Third  Grade)  where  It  Is  obviously 
addressed  to  the  children. 

I found  that  I had  another  half  package  of 
carbon  paper,  so  I am  all  right  on  supplies — and  still 
have  not  used  up  my  first  package  of  copying  paper. 

Very  cold  this  morning,  but  very  beautiful 
outside,  very  cosy  inside. 


Affectionately, 


Snowille,  N.  H. , May  28,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 


Before  you  reach  the  name  In  the  para^^raphs 


that  follow,  I think  you  will  have  guessed  It: 
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"Synthesis  is  the  keynote  of  all  Tagore's  ivri tings — 
synthesis  of  God  and  the  world,  of  beauty  and  human  toll, 

K. 

of  the  Orient  and  the  Occident.  Tagoe  made  India  a part 
of  the  modern  -iTOrld,  himself  becomln,'::  a in  the  process  a 
representative  man  of  both.... 

"Today,  twenty  years  after  the  poet's  death,  we  are 
witnessing  his  centennial  celebrations.  A fit  occasion 
this,  to  begin  work  on  his  revival  in  the  big  world.... The 
second  advent  of  Tagore  may  be  belated,  but  it  is  irorth 
waiting  and  striving  for." 

The  above  is  from  a review  of  two  newly  published 
anthologies  of  Tagore's  work;  it  is  headed  "Renaissance 
Along  the  Ganges"  and  it  is  by  a Mr.  Bose  of  Calcutta  who 
is  now  teaching  at  New  York  University  as  a "Distinguished 
Visiting  Professor. " Like  all  the  other  reviwers  I have 
read,  he  says  what  we  need  most  is  a new  translation  of 
^11  Tagore’s  work  by  a sensitive  translator  thoroughly 
familiar  T-/lth  the  nuances  of  his  native  Bengali, 

Uhat  a remarkable  group  of  men  modem  Ii^da  has 
produced — Tagore,  Gandhi,  and  Nehru 1 

I ran  across  this  from  Nehru  last  week.  Norman 
Cousins,  editor  of  the  SATURDAY  REVIKf,  recently  had  a 
series  of  interviews  with  Nehru  in  India.  At  the  final  one 
he  said,  "Mr.  Prime  Minister,  I suppose  that  you  come  closer 
to  the  Platonic  ideal  of  the  philosopher-statesman  than 
perhaps  any  political  leader  in  the  modem  vrorld.  What 
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would  your  advice  be  to  a youne  philosopher  who  wanted  to 
go  Into  government?” 

Mr.  Nehru  smiled  broadly. 

"Cease  philosophizing  and  do  something,"  he  said. 

And  now  here  Is  somethin,-’;  that  I hope  •s-rfLll  amuse  you, 
as  It  did  Keith  and  me. 

In  ancient  Egypt  a man  and  his  wife  were  discussing 
the  name  that  they  were  going  to  give  their  newly-bom  son. 
The  husband  suggested  Psammetlchus,  but  said  he  didn't 
like  It  too  much,  and  the  vrlfe  said  she  didn't  either, 
she  once  knew  a boy  named  Psammetlchus  and  hadn't  liked  him 
at  all.  They  agreed  that  they  didn't  care  too  much  for 
Necho  and  the  TTlfe  objected  to  Tutanlchamen  because  everj’-body 
vrould  call  the  child  'Put.  They  thought  Rameses  not  bad,  and 
they  could  call  him  Ramie,  "which  would  be  kind  of  cute." 
Thotmes  'vra.s  too  common  and  so  was  Aahmes.  Then  one  of  them 
thought  of  naming  him  Amenhotep,  after  his  grandfather,  which 
would  please  the  old  man.  They  agreed  on  this,  added 
Rameses  as  a middle  name,  and  so  a Pharoah  i-ra.s  christened! 
Imagine  ■jdiat  a discussion  of  naming  the  baby  In  the  Congo 
or  In  Southeast  Asia,  irf-th  all  those  Jaw-breaking  names  we 
see  In  the  paper  flying  through  the  air! 

The  weather  here  Is  cold,  but  everything  Is  beautiful, 
with  apple  trees  and  lilacs  burstln,g  forth,  violets,  and 
foigetmenots,  Johnny- Jump-ups,  trllllums,  and  other  spring 
flowers  opening  on  the  ground  level.  And  our  boat  Is  In  the 
-iTater  and  we  expect  to  go  fishing  the  first  Tjarra  day.  Our 
love,  alvTays,  Nella 


Virginia:  I have  finished  the 

3cl  volume  of  my  ' ooir.  Like  the 
others,  this  bio  'v  Wlfully 
at  the  end  of  a > lie  nont 

and  final  volume  -.rill  probably 
have  less  than  40  mr*es,  but  I 
assume  that  this  is  all  rich' . 

To  make  these  last  two  volumes 
more  nearly  the  same  size  trould 
mean  breaking  into  a unit.  I 
don't  think  this  would  be  good,  but 
I thought  you  right  have  a policy 
about  such  matters,  so  I'll  hold 
the  finished  volume  until  I hear 
from  you.  The  materials  came — 
many  thanks.  Hereafter  I shall  be 
glad  to  accept  supplies  from  the 
IH3,  but  In  the  beginning  I \7as  so 
■•.■ildly  extravagant  with  paper  that 
I would  have  been  uncomfortable 
without  replacing  at  least  some  of 
it  myself. 

Affectionately, 


sj  ^ 


I 


Snowllle,  June  5,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

For  the  last  vreek  or  so  good  sound  sleep  has  been 
hard  to  oome  by  because  of  a whip-poor-’, Till.  "lie  whip-poor- 
will  is  a night  bird  with  a call  that  sounds  much  like  its 
name,  pronounced  t-tith  a sharp  accent  on  the  last  syllable. 

It  calls  only  at  night  and  to  begin  vtith  it  is  a lovely, 
eerie  sound  and  it  stays  that  ivay  if  the  bird  is  far  off.  The 
trouble  is  that  this  bird  perches  jurt  oulside  our  open 
winit*.  the  call  is  loud  and  clear,  and  the  worst  of  it  is  that 
it  goes  on  and  on  and  on  and  on.  John  Burroughs  counted 
1088  calls  from  one  bird  without  roppingl  I have  counted 
only  67  at  once  from  our  bird,  irlt-oiit  stopping,  bu-^  11  he 

does  is  to  pause  for  a brief  'lome”"  before  he  starts  in 

again.  A"  inteiurals  he  takes  time  off  to  fly  ar.'  ; ^ '’ud  catch 

Insects,  and  if  we  are  lucky  we  ge'  to  sleep  duriu  • one  of 
these  periods,  but  sleep  is  fitful.  Yesterday  momi;v  "e  got 
up  at  half  past  fourl  Last  night  was  better  because  we  were 
so  tired  that  we  got  to  sleep  before  he  began  and  he  did  not 
wake  us  until  three  o'clock.  Then  he  flew  off  and  we  got  to 
sleep  again,  so  we  are  ready  for  the  day,  and  It  is  a beautiful 
one. 

I am  sending  you  vriL th  ■this  ah  another  of  Abbie 
Evans’  poems,  ”KE  PASff'OPJD;  i:  has  stayed  hauntin;,ly  in  my 
mind  since  I first  read  it  and  I think  you  will  like  it.  Also 


I am  orderlnr;  for  you  and  me  and  Krs.  Corbally  a copy  of  a 
new  book  by  P6rls  Pasternak  which  promises  to  be  Interesting: 
This  looks  like  a busy  week.  I am  one  of  the 
Judges  In  the  contests  that  the  school  children  have  been 
carryinf;  on.  I am  due  to  get  the  papers  and  drawings  today. 
Then,  since  this  Is  the  20Cth  atmlversai'y  of  our  to-.m,  we 
are  putting  up  an  exhibit  which  will  last  all  summer  and  I 
must  take  part  in  that.  All  this  Is  interesting  and  is  fun, 
but  it  does  take  time. 

Meanwhile  we  continue  to  plant  the  vegetable 
garden  and  weed  and  plant  the  flower  garden,  ¥e  are  very 
busy,  but  It  Is  alv^ays  good  to  be  busy. 

This  wdth  our  love,  a alv.’ays,  Kclla 


Sno-irvllle,  June  11,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

The  whip-poor-will  continues  to  bec^lle  and 
bedevil  our  nights.  He  starts  calling  every  evening  about 
5 minutes  after  nine  o'clock,  so  nearly  at  the  same  moment 
It  is  almost  as  If  he  had  an  alarm  clock  set  to  tell  him 
when  to  begin.  He  keeps  steadily  at  it  for  about  45 
minutes,  then  Is  silent  until  around  2 or  3 in  the  morning. 

Ho  doubt  during  all  this  time  he  is  flying  through  the 
air  with  his  great  mouth  wide  open  catching  Insects.  He • 
has  been  called  ”an  animated  Insect  trap,"  He  generally 
wakes  us  in  the  morning,  but  Just  to  keep  us  on  edge,  some- 
times he  doesn't  call  near  the  house  in  either  the  evening  or 
the  morning. 

Three  chlpmtinks  have  established  their  homes 
in  our  back  yard,  in  a triangle  vd.th  their  entrance  holes 
about  40  feet  apart  and  they  don’t  like  one  another  at  all, 
especially  when  it  comes  to  scrabbling  for  food.  Sometimes 
they  remind  us  of  the  celebrated  trlangtular  duel  in  Capt. 
liarryat's  MR.  MIDSHIPMAN  EASY.  In  that,  each  of  the  three 
men  \jas  mad  with  one  of  the  others,  but  only  one.  So  it 
was  arranged  that  they  should  stand  in  a triangle  so  that 
A could  shoot  at  B,  B at  C,  and  C at  A.  ’^ey  all  got  their 
grudges  settled  and  no  one  \7as  killed.  This  is  the  way 
our  chipmunks  operate,  chasing  one  another  around  and  around. 
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The  one  that  has  his  entrance  hole  nearest  the  house  likes 
to  sit  on  the  stoop  so  he  can  ivatch  for  any  aggressive  action 
on  the  part  of  the  other  ti^o,  also  so  he  can  be  first  at 
the  table  when  I through  out  bread.  A few  days  ago  Keith 
put  out  a small  box  In  which  he  had  planted  seedling  asters 
and  foxglove.  The  chipmunk  promptly  established  himself  In 
the  box  which  ivas  on  top  of  the  stoop,  right  In  the  middle 
of  the  little  plants.  I said  to  Keith  In  exasperation  /Jhy 
do  you  suppose  he  wants  to  sit  In  the  box?  Then  Keith  made 
an  awful  psfe  pun.  "it's  because  he  ivants  a box  seat,"  he  said. 

The  Air  Force  Security  Officer  came  ±a  Thursday  to 
Inspect  Keith's  "facility,"  as  they  call  the  locked  safe 
where  the  papers  are  to  be  kept.  He  approved  the  arrangement, 
but  his  arrival  caused  a fluriy.  He  got  here  about  a qimrter 
past  12,  Just  as  Keith  and  I vrere  about  ready  for  our  dessert. 
The  kitchen  was  the  usual  mess  after  a meal  has  been  cooked 
and  of  course  all  the  evidence  that  he  T«?as  interrupting  our 
meal  was  on  the  table.  The  officer  had  to  reach  Keith's 
workroom  through  the  kitchen  and  past  the  dining  table.  I 
didn't  want  him  to  be  embarrassed,  and  so  I told  Keith  to  hold 
him  outside  as  long  as  he  could  and  I'd  clean  things  up  a bit. 
For  a ^fild  moment  I couldn't  think  where  to  hide  anything,  then 
I remembered  the  big  oven  In  our  wood  stove;  It  was  cold  because 
I had  cooked  on  the  electric  stove.  In  t-vro  minutes  flat-very 
flat— I had  it  filled  with  left-over  food,  dirty  dishes  and 
dirty  pans  and  i/as  able  to  be  the  smiling  hostess  when  they 
came  through  the  door.  But  I was  very  glad  that  the  "facility" 


was  the  only  thine  the  officer  t-janted  to  Inspect.  If  he  had 
looked  In  the  oven,  he  would  have  thought  I was  a very  odd 
housekeeper  Indeed.  And  of  course  I am,  but  not  In  quite 
that  iTay. 

Bertha  may  come  up  some  time  this  vreek.  It  has  been 
good  to  be  alone,  but  It  will  be  good  to  have  her.  Next 
week-end  we  shall  have  friends  vrlth  us  from  New  York.  ’7e 
are  looking  forvreird  to  seeing  them, 

I hope  your  weather  Is  lovely — ours  Is,  and  the 
gardens  are  doing  beautifully. 

This  vrlth  our  love,  altmys,  Nella 


Snowvllle,  Jime  13,  1961 


Dear  Virginia, 


I can  now  see  why  your  telephones  are  so 
Dusy — so  many  bothersome  little  problems  cone  up.  For 
Instance,  on  this  second  book  which  I began  yesterday, 
the  first  page  to  be  copied  had  only  the  single  word 
POOD.  I centered  it  on  the  typescript  just  about  the 
way  it  stood  on  the  printed  page.  Right? 

And  I now  think  I made  a mistake  on  each 
of  the  three  title  pages  of  the  Singer  Science  Adventures 
until  this  last  volume.  I copied  the  final  figure  in 
the  index  instead  of  putting  down  the  number  of  the  last 
page  copied,  thinking  somehow  in  my  muddled  head  that  the 
child  might  want  to  turn  to  this  page.  It  now  seems  to 
me  that  these  figures  on  the  title  pages  are  for  the  IHB 
record  and  so  on  the  final  page  I have  put  the  actual  last 
page  of  the  book — 221.  All  the  pages  were  copied  of  course, 
and  only  the  last  digit  in  the  last  number  needs  to  be 
corrected.  Sorry. 

It  looks  to  me  that  this  second  book  ’./ill 
run  along  at  a very  f^ood  clip,  and  if  it  does,  I shall 
mnt  another,  I can't  take  part  in  a crash  program  and  since 
I still  have  to  ration  the  use  of  my  eyes,  I don’t  vra-nt  a 
book  that  I have  to  peer  at  or  fret  over.  A Latin  book — 
any  grade — wculd  be  ideal. 

And  now  Keith  is  calling  me  to  go  fishing. 


Affectionately, 


Snovrvllle,  Jime  19,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

Yesterday  when  Nancy  called  me  from  the 
Vineyard  she  foi\nd  my  line  busy — It  was  busy  because  I 
talking  with  Mrs.  Corbally,  so  she  called  me  later. 

I am  so  glad  that  you  are  to  be  with  her  and  Kit  on 
your  birthday.  They  are  such  very  good  friends  of  ours, 
so  dependable,  so  loving,  so  gay  and  fascinating. 

¥e  have  been  having  some  very  Interesting 
guests  here  on  the  hill,  including  Henrs'-  Lester  and  his 
wife.  Henrj/^  Is  on  the  staff  of  the  Bronx  Zoo  as  a 
photographic  consultant  and  one  of  the  projects  they  have 
been  trying  to  bring  off,  >d.thout  success,  Is  a motion 
picture  of  all  three  of  an  owl's  eyelids  In  action.  The 
owl  has  the  regular  outside  eyelid,  then  it  has  an  Inside 
eyelid  that  operates  the  same  v?ay  that  the  outside  one 
does,  and  then  It  has  a third  eyelid  that  closes 
horizontally  across  the  eyel  All  the  eyelids  move  i-rlth 
lightning  rapidity  and  the  owl  Is  not  very  cooperative 
when  the  photographers  get  to  >rork,  but  they  are  still 
hoping  to  get  the  pictures.  If  so,  everyone  Interested  J.n 
the  life  sciences  will  learn  Just  how  the  owl  operates 
his  complicated  mechanism. 

Another  thing  we  talked  about  was  the  Zoo's 
efforts  to  raise  young  platypuses  and.  Indeed,  to  keep  the 
older  ones  alive.  They  tried  for  seven  or  eight  years  and 
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It  cost  them  $15,000  dollars  a year.  Tliey  built  a special 
home  for  them,  about  the  size  of  your  living:  room,  and 
filled  It  with  -tvater  tanks  and  mud  banks  and  shelves  and 
shallow  pools  and  kept  It  at  the  right  temperature  and 
because  there  had  never  been  anything  Just  like  It  before 
and  they  didn't  know  what  else  to  call  It,  they  called  It 
a platypusserle.  They  gave  the  Utile  animals  a special 
keeper  of  their  own,  a perfectly  devoted  man,  they  raised 
especially  succulent  earthirorms  for  them,  boiled  eggs  for 
them  to  the  exactly  right  degree  of  hardess  and  mixed  them 
up  with  worms  and  vitamins  in  a fine  mess,  and  when  they 
discovered  that  the  platypuses  were  particularly  fond  of 
the  crayfish  from  New  Orleans,  they  had  these  crayfish  floi-m 
up  to  them  regularly.  The  platypuses  are  about  the  size  of 
a big  duck  and  since  they  eat  more  than  their  otm  weight 
every  day,  feeding  them  was  no  small  problem,  but  everything 
possible  was  done — no  skimping  on  money,  time,  or  devotion. 
Still,  to  the  great  disappointment  of  zoologists  all  over 
the  vrorld,  the  platypuses  finally  died.  They  are  such 
weird,  primitive  little  animals,  found  only  in  Southern 
Australian,  Tasmania,  and  a few  other  Islands  In  Xhit  the 
area,  and  there  are  so  few  of  them  that  everyone  would  like 
to  see  colonies  established  in  zoos.  They  are  Just  about 
the  oddest  little  nxnXMXHxxH  creatures  on  earth,  with  a 
big  bill  shaped  like  a dHKkis  duck's,  a body  covered  id.th 
brown  fur,  rather  like  a muskrat's,  webbed  feet,  and 
cheek  pouches  like  a chipmunk's.  They  produce  eggs,  but. 
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like  some  snakes,  do  not  lay  them,  they  hatch  Inside  their 
bodies  and  then  the  baby  platypuses  nurse  at  their  mother's 
breast  I 

The  guest  who  Is  now  upstairs  In  bed  (I  am  v/altlng 
to  get  breakfast  for  him)  Is  a young  editor,  much  Interested 
In  scientific  research,  who  drove  over  yesterday  afternoon 
from  Poland  Springs?:, Ite-lne.  The  water  from  Poland  Spring 
Is  of  such  high  quality  that  It  has  been  famous  as  a bottled 
water  for  more  than  a hundred  years.  A summer  resort  began 
to  grow  up  around  the  spring  back  In  1844,  It  flourished 
for  many  years,  but  Is  now  bankrupt.  It  stands  In  a 
tract  of  3000  acres  of  land  and  now  the  State  of  Maine  v/ants 
to  sell  It.  IVhat  our  friend  suggested  to  the  Governor  i-zas 
to  keep  It  and  develop  It  as  a center  of  scientific  research. 
The  Governor  Is  very  enthusiastic  about  the  idea,  our 
friend  Is  going  back  to  Poland  Spring  ne:s:t  week  and  I shall 
keep  In  touch  vrlth  the  project,  which  may  turn  out  to  be 
very  exciting. 

I have  a book  on  Boris  Pasternak  which  I shall  send 
down  to  you  and  Mrs.  Corbally  some  time  this  week.  Bertha 
is  due  to  arrive  tomorrow  morning  and  after  that  I shall  have 
more  time  to  do  things  unconnecied  vrlth  cooking  and 
housekeeping.  And  I have  on  order  a book  that  was  recommended 
to  me  by  George  Jaslnskl's  grandson,  the  one  who  is  a 
medical  student  at  the  University  of  Louvain.  I think  it 
will  be  of  special  interest  to  us  all. 

And  now  I hear  movements  In  the  guestroom  and  must 
get  out  the  eggs  and  bacon.  love,  alTvays  and  alvjays,  Nella 


June  20,  19G1 


JUlim  0.  Stono 

A»F*0*D  • 

22  West  17  Street 
Hen  York  lip  II,  Y. 

Dear  Mr.  Stono: 

Please  forfjive  tills  delay  In  onswerlnf:  your  letter 
of  May  IG  abovit  the  motion  picture  premiere  of  THE 
MIHACLi  y/DrOL'H,  It  Is  a natural  assumption  that  to 
couple  a fund-ralsinn  canDair^n  for  the  blind  v/lth 
a movie  or  play  dealing:  with  Miss  Keller  would  ro** 
suit  In  mutual  soln,  but  cur  e:-:perlence  with  the 
documentary,  "Helen  Keller  In  Her  Story",  and  filss 
Keller's  early  e.^orlence  with  "Deliverance"  defi- 
nitely disproves  this  theory.  I believe  that  part 
of  the  success  of  THE  iniUCLi;  WORKIH  may  be  attri- 
buted to  its  unsralvorlnc  dramatic  appeal,  coc^Dlotoly 
disassociated  - In  the  public  mind  - froa  any  ciiarlty. 
Fortunately,  Hiss  Keller  and  the  Foundations  do 
benefit  financially  from  the  wonderful  succoss  of  the 
play,  and  will  from  the  movie,  and  I believe  we  should 
leave  It  at  that. 

With  all  best  wishes. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


vs 


NBH 


July  3 


Some  day  I hope  to  keep  In  my  mind  all 
the  details  of  the  copying.  I waked  In 
the  night  realizing  the  mistake  I had 
aade  on  the  front  matter  for  the  last 
volume  I sent  In.  I have  another 
volume  ready,  all  but  the  front  matter, 
and  expect  to  get  It  off  day  after 
tomorrow. 

I said  a pi  tin  book  irould  be  Ideal,  but 
this  didn't  mean  that  I would  hold  out  for 
I 11  do  anything  you  need  to  have 
done,  except  math  or  somethin;-^  that  I have 
to  peer  at — my  eyes  still  bother  me,  but 
I still  hope  that  the  condition  will  not 
last. 


Happy  summer~but  I've  said  that  before  1 


Snowvllle,  July  3,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

I had  a very  happy  day  on  your  birthday,  Just 
thinking  about  all  of  you  together  at  the  Vineyard,  The 
sound  of  your  voice  In  the  evenln?:  and  the  little  talks  I 
had  with  Kit  and  Nancy  made  It  perfect.  Anyone  who  has  lived 
as  long  as  I have  has  been  through  many  days  of  sorrow  and  this 
gives  a special  grace  to  the  happy  ones  when  they  come  along. 
May  all  the  birthdays  that  lie  ahead  be  as  rich  for  you  In 
love  and  Joy  as  this  one  was. 

Last  v/eek  I sent  you  a magazine  NATURAL  HISTORY 
In  which  I found  two  or  three  articles  that  I thoi^ght  might 
Interest  you  and  -Mrs.  Corbally,  Also  I sent  Robert  Payne's 
book  on  Pasternak,  It  Is  not  a very  good  book,  though,  as  the 
revlevfers  have  pointed  out.  It  Is  the  best  vre  are  likely  to 
get  for  a long  time  to  come.  I crossed  out  the  technical 
discussions  of  poetry  and  some  of  the  other  passages  which  I 
found  dull,  but  Pasternak's  young  days  and  the  long  family 
friendship  with  '^olstoy  I found  especially  Interesting, 

I have  on  hand  a book  by  Schweitzer,  THE  EDGE  OP 
THE  PRIMEVAL  FOREST,  vrrltten  at  the  beginning  of  his  work  In 
Africa.  This  \ja.B  recommended  to  me  by  George  iastak  Jaslnskl's 
grandson,  the  one  who  Is  studying  medicine  at  the  University  of 
Louvain.  It  has  a freshness  that  the  later  books  do  not  have 
and  I plan  to  go  through  It  and  nark  the  passages  that  seem  to 
me  especially  vivid  and  Interesting.  I'll  be  sending  It 
along  In  ak  about  a couple  of  weeks. 
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Keith  has  Just  sallied  forth  to  carry  on  his  dally 
battle  for  the  gardens.  The  flea  beetles  are  eating  the 
potatoes  and  tomatoes,  the  aphids  are  after  the  sweet  peas 
and  roses,  the  moles  are  tunneling  under  the  peonies,  the 
chipmunks  are  <aklng  flying  leaps  Into  the  air  to  bring  do>m 
the  stalks  of  the  painted  daisies  so  they  can  eat  the 
blossoms,  the  young  woodchucks  sneak  throtigh  the  fences  and 
nibble  the  tips  of  the  pea  plants  and  eat  the  small  beet 
plants  off  even  i/lth  the  ground.  The  coons  have  done  no 
harm  (yet)  by  eating  anything,  but  when  they  have  their  fights 
they  choose  the  delphinium  bed  and  when  they  are  done  the 
plants  look  as  If  they  had  been  hit  by  a tornado.  We’ve 
had  no  deer  th|;c  far,  but  they  are  probably  waiting  until  the 
plants  are  bigger  and  more  succulent.  I have  not  mentioned 
the  destructive  beetles— we  have  a fine  variety,  all  sizes 
and  colors.  And  still,  our  gardens  look  lovely,  we  have 
lettuce  and  turnip  greens  and  expect  to  have  peas  within  a 
few  days  If  the  'iroodchucks  don't  eat  them. 

'!'he  amusing  story  of  the  vreek  was  told  us  by  the  nice 
woman  vrho  comes  up  from  the  village  once  a week  to  help  with  the 
cleaning.  She  was  cleaning  windows  and  this  reminded  her  of  a 
man  and  hlo  wife  vrho  used  to  live  In  an  old  house  by  the 
roadside  down  the  hill.  A window  In  the  kitchen  got  broken 
and  the  woman  found  It  very  convenient,  she  no  longer  vrent 
outside  to  dispose  of  her  empty  cans  and  other  rubbish,  but 
simply  threw  It  out  through  the  hole  where  the  window  pane 
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pane  had  been.  Her  hus^;and  finally  got  tired  of  such  sloppiness 
and  put  In  a new  glass.  In  a few  days  his  irlfe  forgot  It  was 
there  and  hurled  a can  through  It,  At  this  point  a merciful 
curtain  descends  upon  the  story, 

Ann  and  Dertha  are  both  here  now,  which  makes  our 
household  complete,  I am  so  glad  that  Phillips  and  Ravla  are 
to  be  with  you  for  a while. 

We  all  send  love,  me  most  of  all,  Nella 


July  10,  1961 


Dear  Evelyn, 


How  is  everything  at  Arcan  lldive? 

How  Is  Helen? 

How  are  you? 

How  Is  Hill? 

How  is  your  mother? 

Htcetera?  Etcetera? 

I hope  the  answer  to  all  those 
Questions  is  Pine,  but  of  course  I want  to 
Icnow  the  truth.  I +hlnk  of  all  of  you  more 
often  than  you  irould  probably  believe  and  I 
know  a lot  of  the  snags  that  might  lie  in 
the  way,  but  I hope  they  can  all  be  avoided. 

A happy  re st-of- the- summer  to 
everyone  of  youl 


Affectionately, 


Snowvllle,  July  10,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

"Tils  last  week  I ran  across  a piece  of  Information 
that  really  startled  me.  Among  the  many  different  machines  that 
have  a part  In  the  200  operations  that  are  required  to  make  a 
man  a pair  of  shoes  is  one  that  finally  laces  the  shoe  and  ties 
the  strings  in  a bowknot.  I don't  know  why  this  should  Impress 
me  more  than  the  fact  that  a machine  can  run  a hydroelectric 
plant,  but  It  does.  And  would  you  like  to  kk  know  where  I 
acquired  this  nugget  of  learning?  Out  of  a third  grade  book 
on  social  science,  a book  that  I am  copying  In  large  type  for 
Peter  Salmon's  magnificent  program  for  integrating  the  blind 
children  with  the  seeing  children  In  the  Nassau  County  schools 
on  Long  Island.  I generally  do  this  copying  early  In  the 
momlng  and  I always  think  of  Mr.  Mitz  copying  Swedenborg  and 
explaining  him  to  you.  I know  how  much  he  enjoyed  It.  The 
difference  is  that  he  knew  you.  What  I am  doing  Is  for  an 
unknovm  blind  child,  but  this  does  not  make  It  any  the  less 
satisfying. 

And  speaking  of  learning,  I have  kept  on  reading 
Latin — It  Is  still  laborious  for  me,  but  at  the  same  time 
restful,  I am  doing  Horace's  ODES  and  I was  outraged  the  other 
day  to  see  how  one  of  the  Victorian  scholars  translated  one  of 
the  lines,  Horace  was  admonishing  Leuconoe  to  st.op  worrying 
about  the  future  and  enjoy  the  present  day— carte  diem.  He 
suggested  that  she  strain  the  wines  (vlna  lloues)  as  was  the 
^man  custom;  the  translator  brought  this  out  as  "Busy  thyself 
with  household  tasks.”  Evidently  he  felt  that  It  was  unseemly  for 
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a iroman  to  have  anything  to  do  v/ith  wine,  not  even  so  much  as  to 
strain  It  for  men  to  drink.  Those  Victorians I But  I Imagine 
we'll  seem  Just  as  odd  to  the  next  generations. 

A few  days  ago  I ran  across  this  quotation  from  the  great 
psychologist,  Carl  Jung;  we  all  liked  It;  "Good  advice  la  often 
a doubtful  remedy,  but  generally  not  dangerous  because  It  has 
so  11 tile  effect." 

George  Jaslnskl's  grandson  at  the  University  of  Louvain 
Is  now  having  examinations.  They  seem  to  me  to  occur  there  's/lth 
great  frequency.  "It  is,"  he  T-rrote  me,  "much  like  the  story  of 
the  medical  student  who  had  one  week  to  learn  2000  pages  of 
material.  He  condensed  the  2000  pages  to  an  outline  of 
1000  pages.  Then  he  made  a briefer  outline  of  500  pages.  Then 
he  devised  a Mnemonic  device  to  reduce  the  500  pages  to  50 
words.  The  day  before  the  examination  he  reduced  the  Mnemonic 
to  a single  wrd.  One  hour  before  the  exam  he  reduced  the  single 
word  to  a single  letter  of  the  alphabet.  He  entered  the 
examination  room,  sat  before  the  Jury  of  professors;  they  asked 
him  his  first  question  and  he  became  so  excited  at  the  thought  of 
finally  passing  the  course  that  he  forgot  the  letter!"  I 
think  It  will  not  be  this  way  >d.th  Richard.  He  has  done  so  well 
that  It  looks  now  as  if  the  Government  will  grant  him  a Student 
Loan  to  continue  his  course.  This  >njuld  lift  much  of  the 
financial  burden  from  George's  shoulders  and  we  all  hope  It  will 
go  through. 

Ann  and  Keith  are  doi-m  on  the  lake  fishing,  their  favorite 
occupation.  Otherwise  they  would  be  sending  their  love  with 
mine.  I am  so  glad  that  the  poison  Ivy  has  gone— may  It  not 
come  back!  Ix)ve  always,  Nella 


f^nowvllle,  July  19,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

I have  been  havlnn  a very  busy  time  In 
cemeteries — that's  right,  cemeteries.  I will  explain. 

Up  In  our  pasture  Is  the  old  burying  ground  of 
the  Brooks  family.  Only  one  stone  remains  and  It  lies  fexas 
broken  on  the  ground.  The  first  time  we  came  upon  It  more 
than  twenty  years  ago  a woodchuck  had  dug  under  It  to  make 
his  home.  This  didn't  matter  much.  The  young  man  underneath 
had  been  there  since  October,  1862,  He  was  a volunteer 
soldier  who  had  fought  In  the  American  Olvll  War;  had  been 
captured  In  the  Battle  of  Pair  Oaks  In  Virginia,  had  either 
been  released  from  prison  or  had  escaped— at  any  rate  he  died 
on  the  way  home  and  the  family  honored  him  id-th  a granite 
tombstone.  All  the  other  graves  had  wooden  markers  and  these 
have  rotted  away.  No  members  of  the  Brooks  family  are  left  In 
our  township,  but  as  soon  as  we  found  the  grave  we  cleaned  out 
the  underbrush  and  other  debris  and  have  tried  to  keep  It 
clean. 

The  other  day  >dien  we  were  up  In  the  pasture  and 
Ann  and  Keith  were  cutting  back  Juniper  bushes  to  give  the 
blueberries  a chance  I walked  alone  up  to  the  graveyard. 

Pine  needles  had  drifted  down  over  the  flat  slab,  almost 
obscuring  It,  and  a Juniper  bush  was  sending  a branch  over  It, 
Everything  vras  quiet  except  for  the  songs  of  the  birds  and 
the  rustle  of  poplar  leaves,  and  as  I knelt  to  brush  off 
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the  pine  needles  so  that  the  inscription  could  be  read,  it 
occurred  to  me  that  this  was  a fine  place  for  one's  last 
sleep*  And  I be^an  to  think  of  the  other  younp;  men  from  that 
V.'ar  Trtio  lay  burled  in  forgotten  graveyards  on  abandoned  farms. 
Out  of  that  grew  a project  to  locate  as  many  as  possible  of 
these  old  graveyards  and  see  what  can  be  done  to  preserve 
them. 

I find  them  very  moving.  Yesterday  afternoon, 
for  Instance,  we  went  to  one  in  a pine  grove  a few  miles  from 
here.  That  place  was  deserted  more  than  60  years  ago.  Frost 
and  cold  had  heaved  the  stones  out  of  place  and  the 
inscriptions,  half-covered  with  lichens,  were  hard  to  read, 
but  here  is  what  was  chiseled  on  the  gravestone  of  the 
mother: 

Sleep  Mother  Sleep  with  tinyxhacxdts  Thy  Hands 

On  Thy  Breast.  Poor  Weary  Hands 

They  Needed  Their  Hest. 

'Tell  Have  We  Loved  Mother 

Ood  Loved  Thee  Best 

Darling  You  Needed  Your  Rest. 

Doesn't  that  give  you  a picture  of  what  that 
TOman's  life  :^as  like  on  a rugged  New  Hampshire  farm  years 
and  years  ago? 

One  of  the  reasons  why  this  has  been  such  a 
busy  week  is  that  many  of  the  old  graveyards  are  not  easy  to 
get  at.  The  very  roads  that  went  past  many  of  the  farms  have 
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been  discontinued  and  are  no  longer  traversable  by  any  vehicle 
except  a Jeep  or  a Land  Ivover  and  b4b  since  we  have  a friend 
here  for  a short  vacation  who  owns  a Jeep  we  have  been  going 
with  him  to  some  of  the  more  Inaccessible  spots.  Sometimes 
the  old  graveyards  are  so  overgrown  that  when  we  get  there  we 
can  find  them  and  sometimes,  after  we  have  been  given  a lead, 
we  discovered  that  when  the  farmer  left  his  place  to  move 
to  Conway  or  some  other  town  near  by,  he  moved  his  loved  ones 
with  him  to  a cemetery  In  the  town.  Everyone  here  Is 
greatly  Interested  in  the  project,  but  even  with  all  the  help 
we  can  get.  It  will  take  a long  time.  I doubt  that  we  can 
finish  It  durln.-  one  summer. 

Keith  and  I have  often  thought  that  we  should  like 
our  last  resting  place  to  be  somewhere  up  on  the  hill  and  he 
was  horrifed  when  I told  him  that  whoever  was  looking  after 
the  matter  would  have  to  get  permission.  ’’You  mean,”  he 
exclaimed,  "that  I would  have  to  get  permission  to  be  burled 
on  my  own  land!"  Yesterday  when  we  ran  across  a knowledgeable 
friend  of  ours  he  asked  her  if  he  would  have  to  get  permission. 
She  said,  "Yes,"  and  added  briskly,  "I  think  you  are  already 
half-buried  up  there!" 

A lot  of  interesting  Information  Is  coming  out  about 
the  old  days  In  Eaton.  And  there  are  some  amusing  things. 

One  cemetery  Is  owned  by  t\vo  families,  neither  of  which  Is 
the  family  to  whom  It  belongs.  A newcomer  vdio  bought  the 
old  Keneson  place  had  It  surveyed  and  found  that  his  line  ran 
bang  through  the  cemotery.  The  other  half  of  It  lies  within 
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the  property  lines  of  our  postmistress.  There  Is  one  craveyard 
that  will  not  have  to  be  cleaned  up  for  many  and  many  a year. 

It  Is  In  the  middle  of  Mr.  French's  blueberry  preserve  where  he 
keeps  goats  to  eat  off  weeds  and  underbrush — they  don't  like 
blueberries  for  some  reason,  but  they  Td.ll  eat  practically 
alae,  Including  thorny  old  rose  bushes.  The  area 
around  the  Gannett  plot  Is  as  clean  as  the  palm  of  your 
hand. 

Veil,  In  a few  minutes.  I'll  be  off  on  another 
expedition.  I am  so  glad  that  Phillips  and  Ravla  are  with 
you.  I hope  your  weather  Is  good  and  we  all  send  love, 
especially  me,  Nella 


August  8,  1961 


Dearest  Nancy, 


The  pictures  are  perfectly  wonderful 
and  I am  so  glad  to  have  them.  None  others  so 
good  since  Polly's  Illness  began,  except  maybe  some 
of  those  that  Keith  took  In  the  hospital^ 

P<»lly'  1x^0% 'OOOLt^x>iit  And  I might  add  that  Mrs. 
Corbally  Is  ecstatic  over  the  ones  you  sent  her. 

Interrelations  at  Arcan  Ridge  seem 
much  better  than  they  were  a while  back,  A begging 
letter  from  Helen  Is  In  the  front  of  the  book  In  the 
Ladles  Home  Journal  for  August,  not  a very  good 
letter  and  I hated  to  see  It — she  was  once  an 
honored  contributor  to  the  regular  pages.  Nothing 
that  has  happened  since  Polly’s  death  has  added  the 
fraction  of  a millimeter  to  Helen's  stature,  but  I 
suppose  we  ought  to  be  thankful  that  things  are  not 
worse. 


Things  are  quite  good  here  on  the  hill, 
Keith  Is  under  lock  and  key  for  the  Air  Force  and 
we  are  all  in  something  of  a tizzy  because  we  are 
going  to  lose  our  little  postoffice  In  Snovrvllle 
and  we  don't  know  whether  we'll  be  assigned  to 
I&ton,  Conway,  South  Com^y,  or  somewhere  else. 

All  Snovrvllle  i^as,  v^as  a pasB  postoffice  and  with 
that  gone  we'll  be  living  somewhere  else,  though  In 
the  same  place.  Very  odd, 

I hope  Guthrie  has  returned  In  excellent 
health — I know  how  troubled  you  all  have  been, 

Keith  and  Ann  and  Bertha  join  In  sending 

love. 


And  how  Is  the  book  coming  on? 


Snowvllle,  Aug.  12,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

Our  big  excitement  this  week  wag  a bat  In 

the  house.  Keith,  sleeping  In  the  Annex  because  it 

cooler  than  the  rest  of  the  house,  was  waked  at  2:30  by  a 

great  fluttering  all  around  him;  somethin':  must  have  been 

wrong  with  the  little  creature's  radar,  for  It  kept 

bumping  Into  things,  Keith  got  up  and  turned  on  the  light, 

whereupon  the  bat  flew  more  wildly  than  ever,  Keith  didn't 

want  to  hurt  it,  so  he  opened  the  door  wide,  running  the 

chance  of  an  invasion  of  bats,  but  things  turned  out  as  he 

hoped.  After  a good  long  time  silence  descended  and  Keith  went 

back  to  sleep  In  the  same  room.  I'd  have  got  out  of  It 

fast,  for  the  bat  Is  such  a loathesome  little  beast,  with 

Its  furry  body,  rubbery  wings,  sharp  claws,  and  mean  little 

white  teeth.  And  Its  bite  can  be  very  dangerous,  since  It 

a 

often  carries  hydrophobia.  Next  morning  there  was  no  sign  of 
It  and  It  hasn't  been  back, 

ilie  goldfinches  are  at  last  getting  around  to 
bulldinc?  their  nests,  "Tiey  always  wait  until  the  thistle 
blossoms  are  open,  so  they  can  line  the  nests  with  the  silky 
down,  Kost  of  the  other  birds.  If  they  are  migrants,  are 
flocking  up  for  the  trip  south— their  domestic  worries  behind 
them  for  this  year.  Hawks  are  beginning  to  appear  more  often— 
they'll  be  heading  south  before  long— and  the  smaller  birds 
don't  like  them.  Several  times  we  have  seen  a gang  of  four 
bam  swallows  set  out  to  drive  away  a red-shouldered  hawk. 
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It  -vrould  take  a dozen  baxna  s'jaillows  to  make  one  of  these  hawks, 
but  the  8i/allow8  hai’ass  the  hawk  by  dlve-bomblnp-  him  and  flylnp: 
around  and  around  him  until  he  is  just  about  nuts,  as  the 
sayln<^  has  it,  and  after  a while  he  flies  out  of  the  area 
and  the  swallows  come  back  and  begin  feeding  again  in  the  air, 
all  menace  gone.  ’■Te  have  seen  small  blackbirds  drive  a crow 
to  the  ground  in  the  same  way, 

I think  I told  you  that  we  arc  losln^"  all  our 
beech  trees.  All  In  this  area  are  going,  perhaps  all  In  Sew 
England.  About  6 or  7 years  ago  we  noticed  that  the  barks  were 
covered  with  a gray  substance  that  looked  like  mildew  and  we 
consulted  the  State  Forester  about  It;  he  said  the  trees  were 
doomed  and  there  was  nothing  we  could  do  about  It.  'Tie 
substance  that  looked  like  mildew  Is  a fungus;  It  attracts  a 
certain  kind  of  beetle,  and  the  beetle,  though  small,  pierces 
the  bark  and  In  due  course  twas  loosens  It  so  that  the  tree 
gets  no  nourishment.  'Then  dies,  but  keeps  rotting  and 

presently  falls.  On  a 3d  perfectly  still  day  not  long  ago 
we  heard  a mighty  crash  In  the  woods  near  the  house  (we 
thought)  and  went  out  to  see  if  we  could  find  out  what  caused 
it.  It  several  days  later  before  we  found  the  tree, 
more  than  a quarter  of  a mile  away,  a great  dead  boeh  beech 
lying  prone  over  this  year's  ferns  and  other  green  growth. 

It  appalling.  Other  giants  lay  near  It  and  many  others 
would  fall  >rlthln  the  next  few  months.  It  Is  really 
dangerous  to  walk  In  beech  -vroods  now.  All  this  saddens  us 
very  much,  >7e  never  did  have  a great  many  beeches — It  is  a 
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tree  that  requlreo  rich  soil,  and  rich  soil  Is  In  short  suppl|p 
on  these  barren  hillsides.  It  Is  a beautiful  tree  and  we 
have  treasured  those  we  have. 

You  Icnov  of  course  that  the  foresters  are  afraid 
the  elms  are  doomed  also.  Five  or  six  of  the  finest  la  the 
vlllaf;e  of  Stoowvllle  had  to  be  taken  doym  this  year,  and  the 
same  thing  Is  happenins  all  over  New  England , In  fac+  happening 
eveiy>d:erc  that  elms  are  found.  And  now  something  has 
attacked  the  sugar  maple  trees  which  may  destroy  them,  though 
they  hope  a remedy  will  be  found.  Fp  the  hill  from  the  bouse 
In  a wide  ravine  we  have  such  a fine  growth  of  young  sugar 
maples  that  the  forester  told  us  that  It  trould  be  a good  Idea 
to  clear  out  the  weed  trees  , do  some  trimming,  and  other 
’.■rork  on  them.  We  have  had  It  done— It  was  an  act  of  faith 
In  the  hope  that  disease  would  not  strike  them  and  destroy 
the  grove. 

Our  blueberries  were  picked  this  week.  We 
don't  know  how  many  tons  have  come  down  from  our  fleld-- 
maybo  six.  the  crop  has  not  been  one  of  the  best.  "Tie 
blossoms  have  "o  be  fertilized  by  bees  to  produce  berries  and 
the  spring  v;©.s  so  cold  that  the  bees  were  late  In  coming  out. 

I am  continuing  tny  research  on  the  soldiers 
burled  hero.  About  10  days  ago  I walked  four  miles  to  take 
the  data  from  the  gravestone  of  a young  man  who  died  In  the 
Civil  i’ar--I  T;as  rather  proud  of  myself  for  walking  so  far. 

I have  alvrays  cnjoysd  TTalklng,  but  It  has  been  some  years 
since  I Tvalked  so  far  as  this. 
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llie  tombs  •'.ones  are  not  always  reliable.  For  Instance, 
there  m&b  a man  named  Adrlel  Stuart,  named  for  Adrlel,  the 
Kcholathlte  (v/^hatever  tribe  that  one  wasi)  to  whom  Saul  gave 
hie  elder  daughter  Kerab,  the  one  he  had  promised  to  David, 

Py  the  time  Adrlrt^came  to  die  In  1913  at  the  age  of  81 
people  had  forgotten  how  to  spell  his  name  and,  ungodlj- 
generatlon,  had  no  doubt  for.ij;ot+en  where  it  came  from,  sc  on 
hie  tombstone  he  Is  listed  as  Aderlal  H,  Stuar', 

rhenever  possible  I like  to  check  the  information  I 
have  >dth  a living  descendant  and  I ran  Into  trouble  on  this 
with  Abraham  Roberts  w’ho  had  been  a corporal  In  the  army. 

His  granddaughter  said  firmly,  "You*ve  got  the  wrong  man. 

He  never  had  these  children."  Her  husband  was  present  and 
he  asked  me  trtiere  I had  got  the  information.  "Off  his  tombstone, 
I answered,  more  than  a little  nonplussed.  ITls  granddaughter 
repeated  "He  never  had  those  children,"  We  all  sat  and 
pondered,  then  her  husband  said,  "Ucll,  now,  maybe  he  did." 
Finally,  It  occurred  •^o  mo  to  check  the  dates  follovrlng  the 
names  of  the  children:  this  showed  that  they  had  died  In 
Infancy  or  early  childhood,  little  Isabelle  and  George  and 
John“-lon=r  before  ^he  granddaughter  was  bom  and  she  had 
never  heard  of  them,  Fo  then,  having  established  Abraham's 
IstesrrH  Integrity  and  mine,  we  settled  dovm  to  a nice  little 
chat. 

On  the  grave  of  William  Palmer,  which  Is  now  In  an 
open  deser-t-ed  field  Is  a stone  bresrlng  hirers  his  name  and 
the  date  of  his  birth  In  1841,  Ee  Is  knowm  to  have  fought 


5 


In  the  War,  but  no  one  knows  Just  when  he  died  and  this  will 
have  to  bo  looked  up  in  the  records  and  the  date  added.  His 

was  one  of  the  earllst  families  to  settle  In  this  neighborhood 
and  he  v.-as  the  last  of  the  line. 

Oh  Helen,  nothing  has  ever  brought  home  to  me 
so  poignantly  the  sadness  and  waste  of  vrar— all  these 
vigorous  young  men  spending  themselves  in  a futile  and  senseless 
struggle.  And  it  fills  me  with  e.  sense  of  horror  to  road  in  the 
papers  about  some  of  the  things  that  are  being  done  In  the  name 
of  -celebrating"  the  Centennial  of  the  T^r,  like  that  awful 
reenactment  of  the  first  Battle  of  ?feinassas.  If  ever  there  was 
a tine  when  re-dedl cation  to  peace  and  brotherhood  are  needed, 

this  Is  the  time.  It  is  not  easy  to  be  hopeful  about  the 

human  race. 

Put  here  le  a pleasant  -"hlng.  Not  far  from  here 
Is  a sot-up  called  Story  land.  In  which  you  will  find  the 
Old  Lady  In  the  Shoe  (and  the  shoo  big  enough  for  children 
to  go  Inside),  the  'Tiree  Little  Pigs  (live  little  pigs), 
Cinderella  In  the  castle  (she  meets  them  at  the  door),  the 
Pumpkin  Coach  (children  take  rides  In  It)  and  so  on  and  on; 
children  love  It.  At  the  top  of  the  hill  near  the  castle  is 
a w’lshlng  vrell  Into  which  children  throw  pennies  or  other 
coins.  Above  the  well  is  a sign:  "For  the  Jack  and  Jill, 

Who  couldn't  climb  the  hill."  All 'this  money  goes  to  a 
rehabilitation  center  for  children  and  1^  now  amounts  to  well 
over  a thousand  dollars  a year!  Is  that  wonderful? 

Ky  love,  alvTays  and  al^vays,  Nella 


August  13,  1961 


Daar  Virginia, 


I hope  the  cainp  came  up  to  all 
your  fondest  expectations.  It  won't  be  long 
now  before  you  have  the  boy  back  at  thorae. 

The  mall  that  takes  this  vdll 
also  take  my  large-type  copy  of  the 
Catechism  and  the  pamphlet  Itself.  This 
leaves  me  cut  of  work  and  I should  like  to 
have  another  book.  Also  I am  on  my  last 
roam  of  yellow  paper  and  shall  need  more. 

I am  well  fixed  on  all  other  supplies. 

July  and  August  are  busy 
and  distracting  months  here — so  many  people 
around,  so  much  traffic — we  look  fon-Tard  to 
September  and  October. 


ilff  ectionately 


Sno^vvllle,  Au:-,  21,  196I 


Dearest  Helen, 

In  connection  \iith  my  researches  Into  the  past  of 
our  little  tovmshlp  I have  come  across  some  perfectly  fascinating 
things.  For  Instance,  some  of  the  'o\m  officials  back  In  the 
l8th  century.  Hog  Reeve,  for  one.  His  job  v;as  l.o  see  that 
people  kept  their  hogs  behind  fences  so  that  they  could  not 
damatge  the  crops  and  other  property  of  their  neighbors.  It 
took  three  Hog  Reeves  to  keep  the  svrlne  of  £&ton  In  order. 

In  March,  1790,  the  selectmen  voted  that  hogs  shall  not  run  at 
large  from  planting  time  until  after  the  Indian  harvest,  meaning 
the  com  harvest,  trlthout  having  to  pay  three  shillings  each. 

'Tie  United  States  had  been  In  existence  for  two  years,  but  the 
money  vra.s  still  counted  In  shillings  and  pounds;  this  continued 
for  some  years.  But  to  get  back  to  the  officials.  There  vra.s 
a Fence  Viewer  iriiose  business  It  \tq.8  to  go  around  and  Inspect  the 
fences  and  make  the  owners  keep  them  up  properly— and  the  fences 
were  stone  •vra.lls— miles  and  miles  of  stone  walls  which  oxen  had 
helped  to  build.  Then  there  vtae  a Field  Driver  who  was  assigned 
to  keep  horses  and  cows  and  sheep  penned  up  In  the  pound;  he 
patrolled  the  "hlvTays,”  the  common  land  and  the  cultivated  land. 
Owners  had  to  pay  a penalty  to  get  their  animals  back  and  at 
any  time  that  a ram  vias  found  running  loose  during  certain 
periods,  he  could  take  him  and  eat  him,  vrlthout  blame.  And  a 
lamb  Tvas  forfeit  to  the  complalner  If  It  m&s  loose  from  the 
first  of  August  un' 11  the  middle  of  November,  '"his  of  course 
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was  harvest  time  and  failure  of  the  crops  could  brine  ^he  population 
close  to  actual  starvation.  Another  officer  was  the  Sathloqc 
T1 thine  Man.  I thought  he  must  be  a kind  of  tax  collector  until 
I looked  him  up  In  old  books.  He  had  nothing  to  do  vxlth  the 
church,  but  was  a sort  of  police  officer.  In  England  there  tvas 
a small  stiaitslKXraxtHH  administrative  tmlt  In  the  rural  areas 
that  was  looked  after  by  a 'Ithlng  Man.  'Tie  unit  generally 
consisted  for  ten  families,  hence  the  name.  xfiB  Our  town  had 
three  Tlthlnsr  Men.  they  ran  tramps  out  of  town,  prostitutes  too 
(Ebenezer  Hall  v/as  once  paid  six  shillings  for  carrying  a vroman 
out  of  town),  'the  Tithing  Man  was  a general  busybody,  had  to 
keep  the  people  awake  during  the  long  sermons  In  the  little 
cold  churches,  had  to  keep  people  from  travelling  on  Sunday 
except  to  visit  the  sick  or  go  to  church,  had  to  decide  what 
v«.s  disorderly  conduct  and  stop  It. 

District  schools  were  still  In  operation  (v^e  are  In  what 
was  the  5th  District).  The  Board  of  'trustees  v»s  called  the 
Prudential  Committee.  School  ;;as  open  16  weeks  out  of  the  year 
and  the  teacher  ^tas  paid  a dollar  a week  I But  board  and  lodging 
were  paid  by  the  "commltty,"  ^|1.  30  a week  (this  was  In  1873) 

If  the  teacher  was  a woman,  ?1.  75  a week.  If  It  was  a man. 

Keith  meanwhile  looking  over  0n  vital  statistics  suddenly 
remarked  *hat  It  was  amazing  how  many  men  married  vrldows.  On 
all  the  early  records  the  name  of  the  bride  was  preceded  by 
Mrs.  and  Keith  was  not  familiar  with  the  lOth  century  habit 
of  addressing  a woman  (whether  married  or  single)  as  S "Mistress. 
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This  has  been  a sad  week  for  me,  as  for  you.  Adola 
Adams,  daughter  of  old  General  Adolphus  Greely,  died  at  her 
summer  home  here  In  Snowvllle.  She  was  one  of  our  first 
acqvialntances  when  we  came  here  25  years  ago  and  she  became  a 
valued  friend.  EllzabetJi  Lawence's  husband,  Nicholas 
Kalashnlkoff , died;  his  obituary  \®s  In  the  N.Y.  Times  on 
the  same  page  vd-th  Dr.  Murdock's.  I feel  that  Dr.  Murdock  Is 
a great  loss  to  us  all.  He  t;as  so  sv/eet  and  understanding  with 
Polly  In  times  ^hen  It  was  not  easy  and  he  has  been  so  devoted 
to  you, 

Ann  left  for  Georgia  last  Friday,  stopping  In  New  York 
for  a couple  of  days.  We  miss  her.  Bertha  Is  still  here  and 
vrf.ll  be  for  several  vreeks.  This  morning  vm  are  having  rain 
vhlch  Is  welcome  Indeed,  Things  had  become  so  dry  that  we  were 
vrorrled  about  forest  fires.  The  State  v;as  going  to  put  a ban 
(the  local  people  call  it  band)  on  the  vroods  today  If  the  rain 
had  not  come.  That  vrould  have  k meant  that  all  the  lumbermen 
would  have  been  obliged  to  stop  their  operations.  "Tils  can 
vrork  great  hardship,  for  this  Is  the  way  they  make  heir 
living, 

A young  man  Is  coming  up  from  New  York  to  see  Keith 
on  Wednesday,  We  hope  the  coons  vrf.ll  put  on  a good  show  for 
him.  We  rarely  see  them  because  we  don't  feed  them  regularly 
any  more;  the  last  time  they  came  there  were  three  little  ones. 
Soon  this  hillside  Is  going  to  be  covered  vrlth  coons!  There 
are  already  many,  many  more  coons  than  people. 

Much,  much  love,  alvrays,  Nella 


August  28,  1961 


Dear  Mrs.  Berman, 


How  very  thoughtful  of  you 
to  ask  about  the  checks,  I am  sending  these 
on  to  Helen  Keller,  but  hereafter  it  would  be 
fine  If  the  checks  for  her  and  for  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  could  be  sent  direst  to 
her  at  Arcan  Hldge,  'Westport.  And  mine  to  me, 

I have  been  having  a lot  of  interesting  and  rather 
odd  fun  with  the  money  from  TMW. 

I hope  you  have  had  and  are 
still  having  a pleasant  summer. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Lois  Berman 
Leah  Salisbury  Inc. 
234  Kest  44  St. 

New  York  36 

N.Y. 


Snovrvllle,  Au/;,  29,  1961 


Dear  Evelyn, 


Here  are  the  checks  from  the  hook  publication 
of  TMw,  I am  asking  2‘lrs.  Burman  to  send  them  direct  to 
Holon  hereafter. 

I hope  things  are  going  well  tvith  you  on 
all  fronts — at  home,  at  Arcan  Ridge,  and  at  the  AFB. 

~he  weather  here  Is  cool  enough  to  remind  us  that 
winter  is  not  too  far  off.  It  has  been  a cool  siimmer 
anyway.  liot  a week  has  gone  by  that  we  haven't  had  a 
fire  cither  In  the  furnace  or  the  fireplace. 

'te  may  come  dotvn  somewhat  earlier  than  usual 
because  of  some  work  that  Keith  is  doing  fer  the  Air 
Force.  And  I hope  to  see  you  soon  after  we  get  back  to 
Long  Island. 


Affectionately, 


Snowvllle,  AufT,  29,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

Last  Thursday  a youne  man  from  New  York  asked 
me  a question  that  I had  never  expected  to  hear  from  anyone 
who  had  spent  his  life  In  the  Northeastern  part  of  the 
United  States,  "rfhat,"  he  said,  "Is  an  elm  tree?"  "Come 
with  me,"  I answered,  and  took  him  down  to  our  vlllape 
where  elms  stand  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  making  a lovely 
avenue  for  us.  They  were  all  examined  earlier  this  year  for 
the  Dutch  elm  disease,  one  or  tvro  were  taken  out,  and  one 
vreis  marked  "Dutch  Elm  Disease  Suspect"  and  treated  with 
Injections  along  the  trunk,  "^he  Injections  did  no  good,  the 
tree  Is  dying  and  must  be  taken  out  soon  to  keep  the  disease 
from  spreading  to  Its  neighbors.  The  young  man  said  his  wife 
had  asked  him  what  an  elm  tree  v/as,  and  so  I showed  him  the 
leaf  and  the  characteristic  vsiy  of  branching  that  the  tree 
has  so  that  ■vrtien  he  got  back  home  he  could  find  one  to  show  her. 

In  connection  vd.th  my  researches  on  my  soldiers 
I keep  running  Into  odd  and  fascinating  bits  f of  Information, 
For  Instance  back  In  1766  vdien  New  Hampshire  was  a British 
Province  and  George  III  ;vas  King  of  England  the  Township  of 
Eaton  (our  torashlp)  was  measured  off  and  given  a charter. 

The  charter  staged  that  the  "oim  should  have  23,000  acres, 

"out  of  -jAilch  an  allowance  Is  "o  be  made  for  Hljh  Uays  and 
unimprovable  lands  by  Hocks,  Ponds,  Eountalns  and  Fivers," 

An  extra  'housand  and  forty  acres  wore  throvm  In  to  make  up 
for  those  "unimprovable  lands,"  and  when  I look  around  me  at 
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the  rocks  about  us  everyi^ere,  I think  the  Klnn:  -was  very 
stlney  In  his  alloTvance.  T3vor2>’  year  for  the  next  ten  years 
the  Town  was  required  to  pay  to  the  Provincial  Govemmeut 
"one  Ear  of  Indian  Com  only,"  on  the  25th  day  of  December. 
All  white  pine  trees  and  other  pine  trees  suitable  for 
masts  for  the  Royal  Navy  were  reserved  for  the  Klnj^  and  If 
any  roan  v;as  found  vlolatln/'  this  rule  he  vrould  be  obliged  ^o 
forfeit  his  grant  of  land,  Put  the  records  show  that  many 
an  early  settler  used  such  trees  for  his  o\m  purposes  and 
got  away  wJ.th  It.  There  ^vas  no  way  to  police  the  wlldemess 
and  after  a tree  ^vao  sawed  up,  who  could  tell  how  big  It  had 
been  unless  he  could  find  the  stump,  bli.en  I set  out  on  the 
trail  of  my  soldiers  I tiiought  I'd  be  all  through  within  a 
few  weeks:  I've  been  hard  at  It  now  for  tvro  months  and  still 
have  a lone;  to  go,  I hope  to  get  the  research  that  has 
to  be  done  here  finished  before  we  leave,  'hen  there  will 
be  more  10  do  after  I "et  back  within  reach  of  the  big 
libraries  In  New  York, 

ake  'heophllus  Eaton  from  whom  our  own  Is  named 

(and  for  all  of  me,  you  can  have  him,?  Re  ivas  a tig  man 

In  your  state,  that  Is,  In  Connecticut,  one  of  the  founders 

fact 

of  New  Haven,  But  the  most  enter (alnln  : SatsB  that  I have 
run  across  about  him  Is  fhat  one  of  the  most  celebrated 
trials  In  the  history  of  the  Puritans  In  this  country  vjas 
that  of  his  wife,  Anne  Eaton,  for  lying.  I can't  wait  imtll 
I can  get  to  the  big  library  at  42  St.  and  find  out  what  she 
lied  about,  vdiether  her  husband  vbb  her  accuser,  and  whe+her 
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her  trial  \ias  by  the  Church  or  by  the  civil  authority.  All 
this  so  long  ago,  and  still  so  interestlnc.  Tieophllus  died 
In  1658.  Mention  of  his  name  started  Bertha  on  the  old 
tongue  tirf-ster  about  Tieophllus  'rhlstle,  the  famous 
thistle  sifter— maybe  Mrs.  Corbally  can  finish  It  off  for  you. 
It  comes  In  different  versions  and  If  you  get  a good  one  I 
should  like  to  have  It.  Just  look  where  research  will  take 
you.  Here  I am  quoting  nursery  Jingles  I 

i^ertha  irdll  be  going  home  vd.thln  the  next  two  weeks 
or  so,  and  then  I shall  take  over  as  cook,  bottle  washer,  etc. 
And  we'll  begin  slowly  to  pack  the  house  a-i-jay  for  the  trf.nter. 

I long  to  see  you.  love  al^vays,  Nella 


Snowvllle,  Sept.  4,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

Last  night  when  I stepped  out  on  the  back  stoop 
In  the  darkness  to  see  if  there  was  any  chance  of  the  fog 
clearing  I suddenly  became  aware  than  an  animal  was  on  the  stoop 
with  me  I I started  back  in  to  turn  on  a light  and  the  coon 
(for  it  was  a coon)  almost  came  back  through  the  door  with  me. 

I was  quick  enough  to  shut  him  out,  but  then  I got  bread  and  gave 
him  a fine  supper.  I never  saw  a glossier  coon  and  he  had 
obviously  come  from  a dry  place  (perhaps  from  a hollow  tree 
nearby,  or  perhaps  even  from  under  the  house)  for  though  it  had 
been  raining  at  Intervals  all  day  he  had  only  a few  drops  of 
vjater  on  him,  and  he  was  as  fat  as  a butter-ball.  Do  you 
remember  the  great  round  balls  of  yellow,  home-made  butter 
that  vromen  in  the  country  used  to  take  out  of  their  chums, 
then  put  into  ^rooden  molds  with  patterns  on  them  (acoms  or 
leaves  or  geometrical  figures  or  something  else)  and  how  it 
came  to  the  table  in  a butter-dish,  a whole  big  plateful  of 
butter  Instead  of  an  elegant  little  pat  on  a little  plate  at 
the  side  of  your  main  plate?  Vhe  last  time  I tasted  such 
butter  was  when  I was  a guest  at  an  expensive  restaurant  in 
New  York  (€l8  for  dinner  for  tvro,  minus  tip).  It  seemed 
wicked  to  spend  so  much  for  food,  but  the  butter  brought  back 
my  childhood,  there  in  the  middle  of  New  York  City.  I don't 
remember  vrhat  else  I ate,  but  I know  that  crisp,  hot  butteinllk 
biscuits  vrere  not  on  the  menu. 
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In  pursuit  of  the  graves  of  my  soldiers,  the  men  from  Eaton 

who  fought  In  the  American  Civil  War,  I have  been  makln’;  some 

rugged  excursions.  Last  week,  for  example,  a ride  of  one  mile 

over  a logging  road  In  a land  Rover  (the  Land  Rover  Is  the 

British  equivalent  of  a the  American  Jeep)  and  v;e  rocked  over 

stumps  and  logs  and  stones  like  a small  ship  plowing  through 

high  vd.nds  and  vreives.  After  we  had  gone  as  far  as  we  could 

we  took  to  our  feet  and  spent  three  hours  trying  to  follow 
carriage 

fhe  old/road  to  Portsmouth  which  has  been  abandoned  so  long 
that  big  trees  now  grow  In  the  middle  of  It  and  It  Is  filled 
^rf.th  blow-dovms  and  fall-downs  and  brier  bushes  and  In  places 
the  growth  Is  so  Impenetrable  that  we  had  to  take  to  the  woods 
and  follow  as  best  we  could.  We  had  a stone  %iall  to  guide  us 
but  there  are  so  many  stone  •stalls  fhat  we  got  off  the  main 
road  for  a while  and  found  ourselves  on  ^at  must  have  been  an 
old  hay-wagon  road  on  a farm.  And  we  never  did  find  the 
cemetery!  We  shall  try  again.  Tie  man  who  gave  us  directions 
hadn't  been  over  the  ground  In  30  years  and  the  landmarks  he 
described  have  all  disappeared— except  the  stone  ivall  and  It  Is 
miles  long. 

We  have  rented  an  adding  machine  to  take  down  statistics  from 
some  of  the  old  town  record  books,  for  I want  to  be  able  to  place 
the  soldiers  against  their  background,  "’hlngs  like  the  number 
of  sheep  and  cattle  that  were  ovmed  In  1861,  the  number  of 
acres  that  were  cultivated,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing. 

^ itlll  tell  you  about  It  -vdien  I see  you.  last 
week  Mr.  Charles  Blanchard  who  was  born  In  this  house  82  years 
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came  to  pay  us  a call  (he  comes  nearly  every  year  and  we  welcome 

him  Tfllth  delight)  and  as  we  sat  on  the  terrace  with  nothing  In 

front  of  us  but  forest  and  mountains  he  remembered  that  >rtien 

he  \iQ.B  a boy  he  could  stand  where  we  v;ere  and  watch  foxes 

chase  rabbits  on  Leavlti  Hill  in  front  of  us  I "^e  land  v®s 

cleared  then,  but  already  the  cultivated  land  had  been  pretty 

well  exhausted  and  the  farmers  were  giving  up.  In  1861  nine 

farmers  were  supporting  themselves  on  the  last  stretch  of 

the  road  up  our  hill,  the  road  that  goes  by  our  house.  To-day 

the  houses 

there  Is  not  one,  not  a single  farmer  on  Foss  mountain  and  aanii 
are  all 

imtmmmtm  owned  by  "stmimer  people,”  A whole  way  of  life,  a v;hole 
civilization  has  disappeared, 

I have  one  serious  problem  In  connection  ^dLth  what 
I am  doing,  I have  three  deserters  among  my  soldiers,  not  a high 
percentage.  In  the  big  Register  of  all  the  soldiers  from  New 
Hampshire  the  terrible  abbreviation  'Mes,"  is  after  their  names, 
along  t/lth  other  Information  like  place  of  birth,  age,  resident, 
place  of  enlistment,  etc.  If  I were  doing  a doctorlal  thesis  (and 

I have  material  enough  before  me 
for  one)  I should  have  to  Include  them,  but  I am  writing  for 
the  people  of  Eaton  and  I don't  vra.nt  to  hurt  anybody,  I shall 
have  to  say,  of  course,  that  there  vrere  three  deserters:  they 
were  not  Quakers,  not  conscientious  objectors.  Just  three  young 
men  who  were  not  brave  enough  to  do  a man's  Job  when  the  time 
came  for  It  to  be  done.  I think  I shall  not  Include  them  In 
my  list,  say  that  they  are  not  on  It,  and  tell  why. 

And  now  back  to  the  adding  machine  to  find  out 
how  many  oxen  there  were  In  Eaton  In  186U 

Ky  love,  my  love,  Nella 


Snolwlllo,  Now  Hampshire 
Sept.  26,  1961 


Dear  Ken, 


I am  Inclosing  the  memorandum  ^dilch  I am  sending 
Mr.  Noyes  this  nomlng  along  ^^Ith  the  manuscript.  I have 
asked  him  to  return  the  manuscript  to  you. 

You  and  I vrlll  be  In  touch  and  I hope  can  come  up 
^rf.th  a manuscript  •'hat  can  cause  Helen  no  personal  grief. 
In  the  memo  to  Mr.  Noyes  I touched  only  the  high  spots, 
not  dealing  vd.th  matters  of  style  xvhlch  a good  editor 
vrould  take  care  of  any  my.  And,  as  I said,  I should 
like  to  see  the  manuscript  wl ih  the  pictures;  In  places 
It  Is  rather  confusing  t^lthout  them. 

Ever  yours  and  very  much  obliged. 


Mr,  Ken  McCormick 
Doubleday  & Co, 
575  Madison  Ave, 
New  York  22 
New  York 


SnoT/vllle,  New  Hampshire 
Sept.  26,  1961 


Dear  Mr.  Noyes : 


I am  sendlnii:  you  herevrlth  the  manuscript 


of  ^HE  THREE  LIVES  OP  HELEN  KELLER  alone:  with  a 
memorandum  of  my  oum.  I am  sendlnr  a copy  of  the 
memorandum  to  Mr.  Ken  McCormick,  and  the  manuscript 
should  of  course  be  returned  to  him  irtien  you  are 
done  Xflth  It. 


I have  found  this  a very  disturbing 


episode,  lending  credence,  as  It  does,  to  the  rumors, 
of  which  you  must  be  a'v;are,  that  Helen  Is  captive  to 
the  Foundation  and  paxm  for  Its  Interests. 


Hr.  Jansen  Noyes  Jr. 
Hemphill  & Noyes  Co. 
8 Hanover  St. 

New  York  5 

N.Y. 


Very  sincerely  yours 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 


Froo  t Rella  Henney 


.0  l»»c  •CO.  -h.  autSS™ 
dlsouseed  this  love  In  her  4olt  • 

mentioned  the  man*e  name,  never  described  him.*  "•^er 

hlJ^ar*brt]LUant*%Sd^?am 

•ubeequent  life  do  not  upSSd  tJ!  ^Jld^’y  SrSeof 

Me  no  reaaon  »hy  hie  name  shSld  n5S  be^eJwl^^^'’^2*  ^ 

on“thi*^«und%";f  . "SSd^d“StJjrSn?“"f 

a^ut  can  ?:  2faS?KS"S«r^!;Jrt.r 


MOV  back  to  the 


berlnnlnc* 


4, 


"i^lSr-  history,"  Omit 

llow*rtMlnW  wao  not  a medloal  one  and  Dr. 

solution.  " Phyelolan  ias  not  Involved  In  Its 

hK^ehriiiS”lJ^thI®LS“"hoSs?®S^  ^d^tman. 

well,  Annie  Sullivan 

to  find  a Iny  t©  mUJ  o^nSi  'I?®  ®o**®  anxloue 

child  if  ehe  coSir"  5®?  ® another 

teaoher.  haj  SS?  b^n  ® 

ehe  went  south  she  did  raafrA®f  m he  anything.  Put  before 
reporte  on  hi? 

Mpf»ulyj  ^'^Mde  ®®®^P®<*  «®len*8  hands 

only  the  h»d  2nTthe  ^® 

her  hands  because  he  realleed*^frtf?*K*  °®°®“**  featureo 
that  no  ropreoon®atioi^r  S!?  ^^®*^  **®  °®‘*®  ^*»®  ««>t 
hands.  Helen  eas  oomplete  without  her 
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Pape 

9.  Nathaniel  Hawthorne  died  some  15  or  16  years  before  Helen 
was  bom.  He  was  therefore  not  her  friend,  he  was  never 
even  one  of  her  favorite  authors. 

The  Implication  Is  that  Mark  'I'waln  raised  money  enough 
for  Helen's  college  education.  He  helped  enormously  by 
enlisting  Henry  H,  Rogers,  but  many,  many  others  were 
Involved, 

(Go  back  here  to  page  8,  The  poet's  name  ;tas  not  Ralph 
Greenleaf  Whittier.) 

26,  It  Is  hardly  correct  t,o  say  that  John  Macy  "helped 
Helen  xirrlte  her  first  book,"  He  was  a skilled  and 
honest  editor  and  Helen  Is  much  Indebted  to  him,  but 
he  was  editor  only;  Helen  herself  \rrote  the  book.  And 
Incidentally,  as  the  authors  note  elsewhere,  THE  STORY 
OP  MY  LIFE  was  not  Helen's  first  book, 

28-35,  See  beginning  of  this  memo, 

35.  The  boy's  name  xjas  'I’omray  Stringer,  not  Springer. 

Above  this  on  same  page.  Not  quite  true  to  say  that 
Helen  was  "alone."  She  had  Annie  Sullivan  with  her 
except  for  the  time  she  was  In  Puerto  Rico,  and  then 
she  was  with  her  mother. 

>yhat  magazine  awarded  her  $5000  while  she  was  at 
Radcllffe?  Does  this  not  refer  to  the  payment  from  the 
Ladles  Home  Journal  for  THE  STORY  OP  MY  LIFE? 

Long  before  1921  Helen  knew  vtiat  her  mission  In  life  was 
to  be  and  In  many  ways  had  been  fulfilling  It,  What  she 
got  In  1921  was  a great  organization  through  which  she 
could  channel  her  energies  and  Ideas  concerning  the  work 
for  the  blind  all  over  the  world, 

36.  I rather  think  the  statement  that  she  has  "visited 
the  governors  of  all  the  States"  Is  an  exaggeration. 

39,  Not  tg  true  that  Helen  "beholds"  the  beauties  of  nature 
through  her  hands  alone.  Her  sense  of  smell  Is  very 
Important  here;  also  her  tactile  sense,  the  feel  of  the 
air  against  her  skin— Its  temperature,  humidity,  etc. 

41,  Perhaps  up  to  this  time  she  had  < felt  the  grace  of 
rhythmic  body  movement  only  through  tracing  with 
her  fingers  the  dancing  figures  In  a frieze  or 
sculptural  group,  but  I doubt  It.  And  later,  as  the 
authors  Indicate,  Martha  Graham's  pupils  danced  for  her. 
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HELEN  KELLER  OAP’T’IONS 

On  these  ts  it  Is  ra  “^her  difficult  to  make  a Judgment 

•5d.thout  the  pictures  In  hand,  but.... 

No.  of  caption 

2.  I do  not  know  In  ^^hloh  language  Helen  means  "light."  but 
In  any  event  the  reason  given  here  for  Mrs.  Keller's 
calling  the  child  by  this  name  Is  purely  fanciful. 

6.  Not  quite  fair  to  Laura  to  say  that  "her  probing 
stopped."  She  did  Indeed  become  dogmatic  In  religion 
and  In  other  x^ays,  but  she  was  too  Intelligent  ever  to 
stop  asking  questions. 

6BB.  See  3 on  page  one  of  this  memo. 

7.  And  on  subsequent  pages.  I find  It  offensive  to  have 
Miss  Sullivan  referred  to  simply  as  "Sulllxmn. " 

15.  Are  you  sure  that  It  x®s  through  Mr.  Anagnos  that 
Miss  Sullivan  went  to  Miss  Sarah  Puller  for  help 
In  teaching  Helen  to  speak?  I don't  have  my  files 
up  here  with  me,  but  my  recollection  Is  that  It  xjas 
through  a e friend  In  Boston.  And  x»hat  Is  the 
authority  for  the  statement  attributed  to  Miss  Sulllxrani 
"I  do  not  x^nt  her  to  speak,  the  voices  of  deaf  children 
are  not  agreeable  to  me." 

±32.  The  guest  x^ho  "dripped  xTlth  pity"  xjas  the  celebrated 
"Mr.  Dooley."  See  Midstream  p.  48.  I think  "pity" 
hardly  the  right  xrord— It  xjas  something  more  like  • 
horror. 

44.  I think  the  books  did  not  touch  Miss  Sulllxmn' s eyes. 

'ihey  "almost"  touched. 

56.  jhe  Song  of  the  Stone  Wall  Is  the  correct  title. 

65  & 65A.  It  Is  totally  xmllke  Helen  to  refer  to  Mr. 

White  or  any  other  man  by  the  surname  only,  and  she 
did  not  In  this  case.  See  original  passage  In  Midstream. 

74a  74a.  Are  you  sure  that  Annie  Sxolllxmn  and  Polly  Thomson 
marched  x»lth  'elen  In  a suffrage  parade.  They  xrould 
have  gone  xrlth  her  of  course,  but  her  mother  x«as  a more 
likely  companion.  I seem  to  remember  a picture  of  them 
In  an  anti-preparedness  parade,  but  I am  not  certain 
about  any  of  this. 
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93#  I think  you  moan  Amerlonn  Foundation  for  tho  Blind 
inetoad  of  AnerioM  Podorarioa  of  the  Blind, 

103*  Tioy  sold  tho  house  in  'v’renthaa  for  »he  simple 
reason  hat  they  oould  not  afford  t©  keep  it  up. 

1C4,  Ohildren  "ofrwi"  in  her  home,  not  "alrsiys," 

106.  Oapt.  Keller  stopped  payinc  Annie  Pulli van's  salary 
after  her  flmt  trip  north  with  Helen— book  in  1800. 

It  ijas  not  Helen  who  said  "Without  you,  !Tel«i  would 
he  nothinc."  I +hlnk  the  name  of  tho  friend  tdio 
hod  BO  little  understandlnc  as  *o  eay  this  has  not 
been  revealed  and  t'llll  not  be  revealed  here  by  me. 

111.  It  was  nafceo  Iwahashi,  tho  r**OQteot  leader  of  the  blitxd 
in  the  Orient,  tdio  set  In  n»t.lon  Helen's  trip  +o  Japan. 
It  T«s  he  ^o  coined  tho  enthusiastic  support  of  the 
Japanese  covemnent  for  it. 

113.  Dr.  nobort  Pfeiffer  was  the  distlr^lohed  Biblical 
scholar.  He  wis  a nephew  of  Mr.  0.  A.  Pfeiffer 

who  woo  a trustee  of  the  Anerioan  Foundation  for  *he 
Blind,  not  of  the  Association  for  the  Blind.  Helen 
and  Polly  did  not  live  in  the  house  \ilth  the  Hobert 
Pfeiffers}  they  had  it  to  themselves  because  that 
summer  tho  Hobart  Pfeiffers  were  not  ueinc  It. 

114.  Horses  at  the  Pfeiffers?  I hardly  think  so. 

132.  I think  Helen  would  not  agree  with  the  statement 
about  fleers  and  panthers,  foxes  and  wolves. 

151.  Hrs.  Hoosevelt  is  a casual  friend  of  Helen  Keller's}  ehe 
mi^t  be  "always  available,"  but  Helen  would  never  call 
upon  her,  as  ehe  would  upon  •Katharine  Oomell  who  is  an 
intimate  friend,  always  on  hand  when  needed. 

155.  "he  mk  second  paragraph  of  this  caption  lo  eonewhat 
exagrozated.  Helen  orients  herself  quickly  in  new 
euxToundlngs,  once  she  is  given  certain  landtaarks,  like 
a table,  a chair,  a rug,  a door. 

161,  The  fresh  bear  eigne  were  more  than  300  miles  from 
Aroon  nidge,  near  the  house  of  a friend  whom  she  was 
visiting. 

176.  Helen  never  prepared  breakfast  for  Polly.  Polly  prepared 
moot  of  it  the  nif»ht  before  and  Helen  of*en  brought  it 
upe^airs. 
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183«  Mrs.  Selde  Is  not  a new  secretary;  she  has  been  with 
Miss  Keller  for  something  like  twenty  years.  In 
addition  to  the  picture  of  her,  I tMnk  there  should 
be  a picture  of  Miss  Keller's  companion,  Mrs, 
Winifred  Corbally  and  perhaps  of  the  other  memabers 
of  her  household.  People  are  always  Interested  In 
her  home  life  and  I think  this  can  easily  be  mana^^ed 
TTlthout  "Invasion  of  privacy," 


Sept.  ?7,  1961 


Dear  Virginia, 


I^any  thanks  for  the  ribbons.  I don't  really 
need  them,  since  lon^^  ago  I found  the  address  of  your 
supplier  and  bought  some.  I don't  need  anything  now, 

but  after  we  get  back  to  GO  we'll  come  to  an  agi'eement  about 
paper.  I have  been  using  quite  a bit  for  my  own  purposes 
(as  I warned  you),  but  we  don't  have  to  worry  about  this  yet. 
I have  plenty. 


A day  or  ttro  ago  I sent  In  the  first  volume  of 
JOHHIIY  ' RiSiAIS  and  the  second  Is  moving  forward.  In 
addition  to  the  things  to  keep  us  busy  that  I have  i-n'ltten 
Helen  about.  I've  had  a touch  of  the  virus  which  has  slewed 
me  doTOi“lt's  about  over  now. 


Affectionately, 


Snowvllle,  Sept.  27,  1961 


DeareRt  Helen, 

If  you  wanted  to  put  your  foot  down  flat  and  'freilk 
across  our  Annex  room  this  morning,  you  couldn'*  do  It.  ""here 
Isn't  a clear  space  on  the  floor  the  size  of  a shoe  sole.  It 
Is  all  covered  with  piles  of  books  and  papers,  some  of  which 
have  been  sorted.  A strong  wind  coming  through  the  door  would 
mean  disaster.  For  In  connection  i-rf.th  my  research  on  my 
soldiers  we  got  permission  to  go  through  the  old  tovra  records — 
some  of  these  papers  go  back  to  17”A  and  earlier.  Some  of  them 
have  not  been  touched  since  they  were  first  put  av;ay  and  the  fiaaS 
floor  of  the  little  fire-proof  room  ;-rtiere  they  have  been  kept 
has  not  been  swept  for  more  than  forty  years,  "^he  little  room 
Is  fire  proof,  but  when  v;et  papers  are  put  Into  It  they  do  not 
dry  out,  but  lie  mouldering  avray.  'this  happened  about  12  years 
ago  when  some  careless  person  scrambled  through  the  papers 
looking  for  an  old  deed  or  something  and  isd  left  box  after 
box  of  papers  outside.  T?aln  and  wind  came  and  when  finally 
the  papers  were  put  bask  where  they  belonged  they  were  put  back 
v;et.  He  are  drying  them  out  and  sor^ln,g  them.  Dus*lng  the  books 
after  +hey  are  dry  doesn't  mean  dusting  them  wh  the  v;ay  we  do 
In  our  ovm  homes;  every  pare  of  every  book  has  'o  be  turned  and 
dusted  tenderly  with  soft  Kleenex  to  get  rid  of  the  grit  and 
mould  Inside  them.  It  Is  a mossy,  messy  Job,  but  oh,  so  thrilling 
at  times — o pick  up  a brittle,  crumpled  page  off  *he  dampish 
floor  of  the  little  building  and  discover  that  it  is  tiio  original 
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hand-written  record  of  the  first  "own.  Meetlnc  ever  held  In  our 
tovmshlp  Just  about  knocks  uc  over!  V7e  often  feel  like  weeplnr 
over  what  has  been  destroyed  during  the  long  years  of  nep-lect, 
then  we  find  something  'hat  makes  us  rejoice  that  so  much  has, 
af'er  all,  been  saved.  Some  of  the  record  books  are  very 
Important,  some  are  very  touching.  For  Instance,  I could  tell 
you  the  name  of  every  dog  In  I5aton  mmshlp  from  1891  o the  end 
of  tha'  century— Rex,  Ring,  Nero,  Major,  Dlxey,  and  so  on  and  on 
and  the  name  of  the  man  who  oimed  It.  On  a given  year  I could 
tell  you  how  many  oxen,  ho\j  many  sheep,  how  many  acres  in 
pasturage,  how  many  In  orchards,  how  many  carriages,  and  ever  so 
many  other  things.  So  many  sad,  sad  stories  In  the  records  of 
the  ovm  paupers.  So  much,  so  much,  but  I'll  have  +o  tTalt 
until  I see  you  to  go  Into  It. 

Up  to  now  the  Tom  had  not  realized  what  treasure  they  had 
In  that  little  building,  but  our  excitement  has  been  contagious 
and  women  have  been  xHtiisXHr  volunteering  to  help  with  the 
dusting  and  In  any  other  \ia.y  they  can. 

Meantime,  when  the  weather  permits,  we  continue  our  search 
for  old  cemeteries.  I don't  know  If  I told  you  that  we  had  to 
vreilk  over  the  top  of  a beaver  dam  one  hundred  and  eleihty  feet 
long  to  reach  one  of  them.  'ho  ridge  of  the  dam  was  narrow  but 
firm,  for  this  Is  an  active  dam,  and  we  slipped  In  over  our 
ankles  only  three  or  four  times,  t^e  seem  never  to  have  lived 
through  such  busy  days,  for  \to  are  having  to  keep  house  (after 
a fashion)  and  we  have  ■^mrlous  other  things  that  must  be 
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attended  to.  '^e  dust  In  the  damp  little  room  down  the  hill 
has  not  been  food  for  us— we  both  coufh  like  funny  old 
vrood-bumlnf  iBSSTsaktsHS  locomotives,  but  the  end  of  ■fhls  part 
of  It  Is  In  slfh' . Before  the  end  of  the  week  we  expect  to  have 
'he  itx  little  room  swept  and  garnished  and  ready  to  receive 
the  papers  again,  'Tie  Job  of  sorting  and  filing  them  will  go 
on,  probably  until  the  tine  vrtien  we  have  to  set  out  for  Garden 
City.  Keith  has  been  as  interested  as  I have  been  and  we  work 
until  our  eyes  and  arm  muscles  begin  to  revolt.  V/e  both  feel 
that  we  are  greatly  privileged  In  having  the  opportunity  to 
handle  these  pceo  precious  records  and  we  deeply  appreciate  the 
fact  that  the  Selectmen  have  trusted  us  with  them. 

Esther  gave  us  a heavy  rain,  which  we  needed.  I was  more 
concerned  about  Kit  and  'Taney  than  any  one  else;  It  tjas  a relief 
to  know  that  *hey  had  suffered  no  harm.  And  the  word  "relief" 
reminds  me  that  one  of  the  paupers  (and  she  \is.s  the  T-ddow  of  one 
of  my  soldiers)  vras  named  Relief  Brew.  T^Hiat  names  they  did  use 
in  the  old  days!  '.hat  could  a man  do  vrlth  a name  like 
Oneslphorus,  Biblical  though  it  Is?  And  they  spelled  things 
evei'j’^  way  for  Sunday,  Phlneae  is  more  often  Ph inches  than  not, 
vrhich  gives  us  a good  idea  of  the  way  they  pronounced  it. 

Veil,  I must  think  about  lunch,  and  I am  afxtdtxttex 
afraid  that  mj'^  thinking  vrfLll  lead  to  a trip  to  Com^ay  for 
supplies.  We  don't  like  to  leave  the  house  rdth  all  these 
papers  in  it— danger  of  fire — but  ■^hls  coralnr  my  cleaning  woman 
vdll  be  here  and  she  con  keep  vja'ch  while  we  go  out  '•o  get 
Eome'hlng  *o  eat.  Our  love,  dear  Helen,  always  and  always. 


Nella 


Snowvllle,  N.H.,  Sept.  30,  1961 


Dearest  Nancy, 


I am  very  distressed  about  your  nevrs. 

The  tribute  to  Kit  and  Guthrie  Tvao  altogether 
delightful  and  I was  proud  to  see  my  name  on  the  list. 

No,  don't  write  yet  to  Mr,  Noyes.  He 
finally  telephoned  me  soon  after  the  last  time  I talked 
■vrlth  you — all  defensive  about  Robert  Barnett,  throvrf.ng 
all  blame  on  the  authors  for  not  keeping  the  Foundation  In 
touch  with  the  book  as  they  went  along,  I think  Robert  never 
showed  him  his  letter,  but  I also  think  that  ihese  men  have 
been  so  wild  and  free  In  their  use  of  Helen's  name  that 
they  find  nothing  reprehensible  In  this  kind 

of  thing. 


Ken  was  wonderful,  ready  to  do  anything,  but 
after  some  hours  of  agony  and  talking  with  Keith  I decided 
that  h the  best  way  out  was  to  have  Doubleday  publish  It, 

In  which  case  we  would  have  at  least  some  control,  and  bowed 
my  neck  to  the  yoke  of  Rdtt  editing  the  damn  thin-',  I 
don't  mean  the  detailed  editing — Just  pointing  out  the 
worst  Inaccuracies  and  the  passages  that  I thought  were  In 
singularly  bad  taste,  blien  I vras  done  with  It  and  ready  to 
send  the  Ms.  to  Mr,  Noyes,  I said  to  Keith  that  I did  not 
feel  tha'  I could  let  all  this  go  by  •vv'lthout  telling  Mr, 

Noyes  how  I felt,  Keith  who  had  been  shocked  to  his 
toenails  said  Go  ahead,  "the  Inclosed  letter  Is  the 
result.  I borrowed  David's  vivid  word,  though  the  one  I 
hear  most  Is  "glided  cage,"  "he  ugly  truth  Is  that  these 
men  have  bought  Helen  and  are  getting  their  money's  worth  out 
of  her — at  least  they  think  they  are.  I shouldn't  be  surprised 
If  my  letter  doesn't  bring  to  an  end  the  cordial  relationship  I 
have  had  with  Mr.  Noyes,  I can't  help  It.  I would  consider 
the  good  opinion  of  either  Jimmy  Adams  or  Robert  Barnett  a 
liability;  maybe  Mr.  Noyes*  too. 

Lust  Sunday  I asked  Mrs,  Corbally  If  she  thought 
we  could  got  any  help  from  Mildred  or  Phillips  and  she  said  No, 
they  didn't  either  of  them  vra.nt  o get  mixed  up  In  It,  Then 
I said  I didn't  know  where  she  would  get  help  except  from  God 
and  she  said  Maybe  If  we  both  go  to  him,  a Protestant  and  a 
Catholic,  the  help  trill  come.  I don'"  put  much  fal+h  In  this 
plan  either.  But  I think  that  from  here  on  out,  whenever  we 
see  a bit  of  publicity  about  Helen  to  which  we  can  object,  we 
should  object. 


Lenore  and  her  son  trill  he  trlth  us  for  lunch 
on  Hednosday.  ,'e  can  at  least  mourn  together. 

Much,  much  love  to  you  and  Kit,  especially 
now  In  3»’onr  ordeal,  which  Is  shared  by  all  your  friends. 


October  12,  1961 


Dearest  Nancy, 


Yesterday  when  Mrs.  Phillips  came  up  to  see 
this  tremendously  excltlnc  thln^  that  Keith  and  I are 
dolnc  I had  id  tell  her  that  Guthrie  was  not  well.  She  Is 
very  fond  of  him  and  Kit  and  may  write  to  him,  but  she  will 
spread  no  news.  Her  mother--"Aunt  Jo"  to  you— has  lost 
contact  with  the  world.  Isn't  It  awful  to  have  our  grand  old 
women  become  pltlfull  'Things,  I gather,  are  not  good  at 
Arcan  Ridge.  Mr.  Corbally  was  quite  upset  when  I talked  with 
her  on  Sunday,  I have  not  heard  from  Mr,  Noyes.  And  Ken  was 
called  to  Oregon  because  of  the  grave  Illness  of  his  father, 

I give  you  now  a prescription  which  ivas 
vrrltten  out  In  the  1820 's  for  a woman  here  In  our  town. 

Maybe  It  td.ll  help  us  all  If  we  try  1*; 

Docter  Lane  deslslon  candidly  mallfesting  his  wishes 

In  the  examination  of  Mr.  Betsy  Kenlson  which  was 

By  her  request  and  he  thinks  It  Indenspensabley 

Nesfary  that  she  Should  have  spirits  to  prepar 

Medlson  In  one  qt  port  tdne  one  qt  french  brandy 

one  qt  of  holon  Gin  one  lb  of  raisins  Uio  lbs  of 

Plggs  as  her  complaint  Is  allver  complaint 

And  baked  up  by  a debllated  constutlon  this  final 

and  conclusive  to  be  Soli si "ed  to  Mr,  Enoch  Danforth 

Your  with  do  respects 


Robert  H.  Lane  M.D, 


And  now  I am  yours,  with  due  respects  and  love. 


Snowvllle  Oct.  13  '61 


Dearest  Helen, 

In  the  early  1820 's  a Dr.  Lane  In  this  our 
tom  of  Eaton  (Snowvllle  Is  one  of  the  villages  In  the  tom) 
gave  a vroman  the  following  prescription.  I copy  It  exactly 
from  the  yellowed  piece  of  paper  on  v/hlch  It  was  found.  The 
spelling  Is  wild,  but  the  only  word  I had  trouble  with  was 
"do”  towards  the  end.  Of  course  he  meant  "due." 

Docter  Lane  deslslon  candidly  mallfestlng  his  v/lshes 
In  the  examination  of  Mrs.  Betsy  Kenlson  which  was 
By  her  request  and  he  thinks  It  Indenspensabley 
Nesfary  that  She  Sould  have  spirits  to  prepar 
Medlson  In  one  qt  port  wine  one  qt  french  brandy 
one  qt  of  holon  Gin  one  lb  of  raisins  two  lbs  of 
Flggs  as  her  complaint  Is  a liver  complaint 
And  baked  up  by  a debllated  constutlon  this  final 
And  conculslve  to  be  Soil si ted  to  Hr,  Enoch  Danforth 
Yours  with  do  respects 

Robert  H.  lane  M.D. 

I think  +hls  vrould  cure  anything  that  alls 
anybody.  You  might  ask  Mrs,  Corbally  If  she  thinks  It  would 
be  a good  Idea  for  you  and  me  to  got  some  of  It I 

And  now  look  at  what  came  from  another  scrap  of 
paper.  It  explains  Itself: 
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Inventory  of  property  Received  of  James  Merrows  wife  a pauper 

2 beds  and  hedini;: 

one  trundle  bead 

2 trunks  2 Oheets 

one  spinning  wheel  and  head 

one  pot  one  small  kettle 

one  tea  kettle  one  frying  pan 

one  Iron  bason  also  all  the  hay  In  the  hovel  where  I live 
8 Chairs  one  tntole 

one  Decanter  5 tirnblers  one  set  cups  and  saucers 

one  Japan  water  one  cream  pitcher  one  sugar  bowl  2 flowered 

bowls  one  whits  ploher  li  Doz  plates  one  pot  butter  25  lbs 

all  the  above  articles  I Deliver  ■^o  the  selectmen  of  the  own 
of  Baton  In  consequence  of  my  being  unable  ^o  support  myself  and 
children  and  am  under  the  necessity  of  being  supported  by  said 
"own  of  Eaton  and  have  received  assistance  from  the  selectmen 
of  said  Baton.  December  13th  1828 

her 

Lucy  Kerrow 


Attest 
Daniel  Long 


mark 
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I cannot  possibly  tell  you  vrtiat  a rich  and  rewarding 
experience  Keith  and  I are  having  vrlth  these  old  town  papers, 
but  I am  going  to  try  when  I see  you.  We  have  enough  ahead 
to  keep  us  busy  as  long  as  we  live — even  If  we  live  very 
long  lives.  We  are  vrorklng  against  time  now  because  there  are 
some  things  that  we  must  do  before  we  leave  In  November.  Keith 
Is  binding  books  (you  ought  ^o  see  theral),  sorting  papers,  etc., 
vdille  I go  over  the  old  Inventory  books  In  search  of  my 
soldiers. 

Only  yesterday  I discovered  vdiere  one  of  them  twenty 
years  after  the  war  had  borrowed  $135  from  the  Osslpee  Ten 
Cent  Savings  Hank,  giving  as  security  "One  pair  of 
oxen  being  a reddish  color  being  six  years  old  last  spring 
being  the  same  oxen  I have  had  ever  since  they  x-jas  calves 
and  are  the  same  oxen  I now  have  In  my  possession  being 
valued  at  One  hundred  thirty  five  dollars." 

If  you  were  here  we'd  vrear  your  hands  out  spelling 
In'o  them.  And  oh,  dear,  I do  td.sh  you  were  here.  And  so 
does  Keith. 


Our  love,  Nella 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
Oct.  14,  1961 


Dear  Ken, 

his  morning  I had  a letter  from  Kr.  Noyes 
asking  me  to  take  care  of  everything  at  this  end  on 
THE  HREE  LIVES  OP  HELEN  KELLER,  'Ills  means  that  we 
can  go  ahead  along  the  lines  we  spoke  of  last  time  we 
talked  together.  I should  still  like  to  see  the 
edited  manuscript,  with  the  pictures,  when  It  Is  ready. 
I'll  probably  be  back  In  Garden  City  by  that  time— 
we  expect  to  leave  here  around  the  end  of  the  first 
week  In  November,  but  here  or  there,  I am  always 
available. 


I was  sorry  about  the  reason  for  your  trip 
west  and  hope  you  found  things  as  you  hoped  they 
would  be. 


Ever  yours, 


Mr,  Ken  McCormick 
Doubleday  & Co, 
575  Madison  Ave, 
Nev;  York  22 

N.Y. 


Snovrvllle,  Oct,  16,  1961 


Dearest  ITancy, 


Even  with  your  other  anxieties  I know  you 
have  time  for  a few  thoufjhts  about  Helen.  I had  a letter 
from  I'.'r,  Noyes  on  Saturday  asking  me  to  take  char?>;e  of 
'"HE  THREE  LIVES  OP  HELEN  KELLER,  offerlnc  help  in  any 
v/ay  I though!  he  could,  putting  on  pressure,  etc.  I 
Inclose  my  reply.  He  has  obviously  never  seen  Barnett's 
letter — one  of  his  sentences  begins  "Although  Helen  has 
not  recently  been  asked  her  opinion  concerning  it.,,." 
Barnett  had  his  chance  to  throw  himself  on  he  mercy  of 
the  court  and  did  not  take  it,  I think,  and  Keith  thinks, 
that  he  should  not  remain  in  Ignorance, 

Oh  dear,  oh  dear,  oh  dear.... 
vrith  love. 


unowvllle,  Sow  ilampohlre 
Ootobor  16,  1961 


Dear  Hr.  Noyes: 

Of  course  I will  *ake  care  of  the  handlln(» 
of  'mE  "HNEE  LIVES  OP  HELOT  KELLER. 


I think  no  pressure  will  be  needed.  We 
are  deallnr  with  non  of  pood  will  and  Mr.  Mo Coral ok  Is 
aware  of  hie  responsibility  as  the  representative  of  ^he 
publlshlnp,  house  with  t^loh  Helen  has  Tsalntalned  cordial 
relations  for  more  than  flf  'y  years,  '^hey  all  went 
ahead  on  *he  book  In  rood  faith  on  the  strength  of  the 
letter  from  the  Foundation,  feellnp  that  ^he  project  had 
Helen's  oordlal  endorsement.  And  o^her  group  would  have 
felt  k the  some. 


As  soon  as  I firs  planeed  over  the 
manuscript  I telephoned  HoCormlck  to  ask  by  what 
authority  ho  had  'aken  on  such  a book.  He  read  aloud 
♦o  me  the  letter  from  the  Foundation.  A day  or  two  later 
he  learned  from  ^he  writer  of  *he  let* or  that  ho  had  never 
talked  with  Helen  about  the  project.  ~hls  puts  Helen  in 
a very  bad  llpht,  for  twice  before  she  had  enphatleally 
stated  that  she  did  not  want  a picture  book  about  herself, 
the  first  *lme  durlnr  Polly's  Illness  and  later  ^en 
another  proposal  came  up.  Both  proposals  were  abandoned. 

I am  not  In  favor  of  keeping  thlnre  from  Helen,  but  I 
hope  It  will  never  be  necessary  to  tell  her  about  thle 
lefer.  It  would  make  her  so  unhappy. 

Rut  *he  whole  dl8tas*eful  mess  does  point 
up  the  fao'  that  ground  rules  must  be  made  for  the  use  of 
her  name.  It  Is  often  difficult  to  know  how  completely 
Helen  understands  a proposition,  especially  If  It  Is 
presented  to  her  In  an  off-hand  way  In  conversation,  we 
are  so  apt  to  foraet  that  she  Is,  after  all,  deaf  and 
blind.  And  I think  the  Founda*lon,  and  o'her  people.  In 
^helr  desire  for  publlol+y,  forges  or  gloss  over  ^he 
foot  that  It  Is  Helen  they  are  exploiting  and  that,  once 
the  name  la  •arnlshed.  It  has  no  value  to  *he  Foundation 
or  to  Helen  herself.  I *hlnk  a rood  rough  and  ready  rule 
Is  that  no  letter  bo  written  and  no  publicity  bo  sent  out 
that  Helen  herself  has  not  read  In  Trallle  and  approved. 


It  lo  'rue  that  ehe  cannot  prevent  anyone 
from  writing  anything  they  want  ‘o  about  her,  so  long 
as  It  le  not  libellous,  but  ehe  can  disapprove  It. 


A look  like  TIE  TIRBF  LIVEC  gives  a publisher  a 
dlffloult  oholoe*  He  oan  le*  It  fto  'o  another  publisher*  In 
which  oase  he  has  no  control  irfiatever  over  what  goes  Into 
It.  or  he  oan  publish  »he  book  himself.  In  whloh  oaee  he  has 
quite  a degree  of  editorial  control.  Mr.  MoOorolok  and  I 
decided  that  the  latter  was  the  course  *o  follow.  Rls 
editor,  Mr.  rohryver,  will  go  over  the  manuscript  with  ♦he 
authors,  my  memorandum  In  hand,  and  af*er  It  has  been  re- 
edlted.  It  will  be  re*^umed  ♦o  me,  with  the  pictures,  and 
I hope  we  oan  come  up  with  a orodl'able  book.  he  authors 
had  already  sold  an  article  from  It  to  Look  magazine  and  I 
hope  the  corrections  can  be  made  In  this  as  well  ns  In 
the  book. 


Mr.  Noyes,  I care  deeply  for  the  Foundation  because 
of  the  good  work  it  Is  doing  and  because  of  the  lonr 
association  with  it  of  Helen  and  those  two  raagnlfloent 
women,  Annie  Sullivan  and  Polly  Thomaon,  who  spent  their 
lives  fuidlnr  and  protecting  her.  She  has  no  one  now  t© 
guide  and  protect  her  except  you.  And  n»y  (^od  be  with  youl 

Sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  Jansen  Noyes  Jr. 
Hemphill  Noyes  & Oo. 
8 Hanover  St* 

New  York  5 

N.T. 


Snovnrllle,  Oct.  22,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

A cold  windy  day  ^vhlch  I vrould  call  perfectly 
beautiful,  ;diat  with  the  irenderful  color  on  the  trees  which 
has  miraculously  lasted  until  now,  except  that  last  Sunday  was 
even  more  perfectly  beautiful.  (I  don't  know  the  point  ^diere 
perfect  beauty  Is  reached.)  last  Sunday  vre  had  a quite  heavy 
snow  fall,  wet  enough  to  cling  to  the  trees  In  bright  array 
and  an  old  IBaldwln  apple  tree  Just  outside  the  kitchen 
t-Tlndow,  filled  v/lth  red  apples  and  othen.dse  covered  vTl+h 
snow  made  the  most  enchanting  Christmas  tree  you  could  ever 
Imagine,  'ilie  apples  are  irormy,  out  never  mind  that,  they  are 
still  beautiful  and  they  still  make  marvelous  apple  sauce. 
Keith  and  I simply  cut  out  the  wormy  parts  and  away  we  go! 

You  will  be  glad  to  know  that  George  Jaslnskl's 
grandson  at  the  University  of  Louvain  passed  his  examinations 
•vd-th  flying  colors;  he  took  a vacation  and  now  Is  hard  at  work 
again.  Tie  vacation  was  In  Germany,  beginning  at  the  nor+h  of 
^he  Rhine  and  going  south.  He  Is  something  of  an  amateur 
archeologist  and  his  special  Interest  was  the  old  castles. 

His  favorl  es  were  the  uninhabited  ones,  reached  by  almost 
iHasBBSBlkke  Impossible  climbs.  Schlos*^  Hammersteln,  for 
Instance— "marvelous  and  Is  at  the  sane  time  sad  since  one  can 
see  the  tragedy  of  'the  destruction  of  beauty  before  the  rude 
force  of  nature.'  It  dates  from  the  11th  century  and  Is  only 
accessible  by  a rather  devious  climb.  I can  understand  Its 
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Imprecnablllty  when  I think  of  myself  climbing  'he  cliffs  8 
centuries  before  Td.th  boiling  oil  and  arrows  being  poured  and 
shot  at  me.  Drachenfels  of  Nlbelungen  fame,  Wagner,  and 
Siegfried  and  Srunhllde,  Is  quite  Interesting  although  It  has 
been  Kaan  commercialized  so  It  has  detracted  from  tt  any  real 
pleasure. . .Germany  Is  a beautiful  country  in  certain  parts 
but  I care  very  little  for  the  people..." 

Helen,  you  and  I must  keep  up  vdth  this  child. 

He  has  so  much  promise,  he  might  develop  Into  almost  anything, 

I have  never  seen  him,  but  when  he  returns  to  his  otm  country 
I hope  to  briny  him  up  to  see  you,  I think  he  may  be  a 
rather  solemn  little  donkey,  but  +hat  Is  all  right  too.  He  takes 
life  serlously--hls  background  has  made  him  do  that, 

Keith  and  I continue  'o  be  so  absorbed  In  the 
"’mm  papers  that  nearly  everything  else  goes  by  the  board. 

"■he  whole  totm  Is  with  us  and  the  larger  aspects  of  the 
project  are  so  thrilling  1*11  have  to  tell  you  abou^  them 
In  person,  hand  +o  hand,  ?o  1*11  descend  Into  one  of  the 
smaller  aspects.  Do  you  know  what  this  totm  did  during  the 
Olvll  War?  Exectly  what  the  Unl+od  States  did  during  the 
First  World  War-brought  In  Prohibition!  That  lasted  until 
the  soldiers  got  back,  Tien  "at  a legal  town  meeting  duly 
notified  and  holden  at  Eaton  In  the  Coun'-y  of  Carroll"  the 
populace  voted  to  have  a liquor  agent  again,  "^he  Selectmen 
chose  one  “homas  .Haoheldor  "we... have  confidence  In  your  ability 
and  Integrity  to  perform  the  duties  of  said  office  and  appoint 
you,.,,'o  sell  splrltous  and  Intoxicating  Liquors  at  your 
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dwelling-house  this  Is  now  one  of  +he  most  charming;  restored 
houses  In  our  entire  community  In  said  town  for  medical 
macanlcal  chemical  purposes  and  wine  for  the  commemoration 
of  the  lords  super  and  for  no  other  purpose  wha  + ever. " '’he 
Selectmen  bought  h the  llo.uor,  set  the  price  a*  which  It 
could  be  sold,  and  applied  the  profit  to  the  town  debt.  Mr. 
Eacheldor  was  paid  $30  a year  and  he  handled  abou^  300 
gallons  of  liquor.  I think  a lot  of  it  must  have  been  used 
In  other  ways  than  those  described  above.  And  you  can  tell 
me  what  mechanical  uses  of  liquor  are.  I have  always  thought 
It  destined  for  better  things. 

By  chance  Keith  and  I ran  across  a pun  \rialch  made 
a great  hit  with  the  boy  vriio  brings  In  our  vrood  and  mows  the 
yard.  What  did  the  rake  say  when  It  met  the  hoe?  "HI,  hoel" 
'Well,  hi,  Helen,  heigh  ho  and  the  merry  oh. 

With  love, 


Nella 


Oct.  26,  1961 


Dear  Virginia, 


Something  has  gone  wrong  with  my  big-type 
typewriter.  The  space  bar  slips,  especially  when  I come 
towards  the  bottom  of  a page.  This  sei*ves  only  to  waste 
paper  and  frazzle  my  nerves  and  since  I can't  get  It  fixed 
up  here,  I'll  have  to  stop  copying  until  after  we  return  to 
Garden  01ty~iinless  by  some  chance  we  can  ourselves  find 
out  what  Is  the  matter,  Sony,  In  fact,  both  typewriters 
need  attention,  as  you  can  see  from  the  way  the  "^t"  acts 
on  this  one. 


Mrs,  Lomax  wrote  me  that  my  last  two  volumes 
of  Johnny  Tremaln  were  too  thin,  and  they  bound  them  Into 
one  volume.  So  apparently  95  pages  are  not  too  many  for 
one  book. 

I am  sending  my  letters  direct  to  Helen 
now— you  probably  know  the  reason. 

We'll  probably  be  back  on  Long  Island 
around  Nov,  10,  It  will  be  nice  to  see  you. 


Affectionately, 


Snowvllle,  Oct,  26,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

Lenore  and  Sidney  drove  over  from  Wolfeboro 
yesterday  and  had  lunch  iflth  us.  We  had  a lovely  time 
together  and  Sidney  t>®8  able  to  give  us  much  good  advice 
about  these  wonderful  papers  we  have  here  In  the  house,  the 
whole  hand-written  autobiography  of  our  to^m  In  big  ledgers 
and  little  ledgers  and  loose  papers.  Nearly  every  room  In 
the  house  Is  full  of  them  and  the  big  problem,  the  first 
big  problem  Is  to  preserve  them.  The  record  of  the  first 
town  meeting  ever  held,  and  that  was  In  1784,  Is  now  so 
thin  and  brittle  that  It  will  not  stand  much  more  haraitn 
handling.  One  viay  to  keep  the  record  Is  to  photograph  It  and 
the  some  tiro  or  three  hundred  pages  that  follow;  another  \iay  Is 
to  have  an  expert  cover  each  page  back  and  front  with  a thin, 
clear  plastic,  for  which  of  course  a special  machine  had  been 
devised.  And  the  matter  of  expense  comes  In,  The  records  are 
very  exciting  (and  I'll  tell  you  a lot  x-dien  I see  you)  — Sidney 
and  Lenore  were  as  Interested  as  the  towns  people  have  been. 

And  to  think  that  they  have  been  stored  away  In  a damp  vault 
where  they  have  been  rotting! 

Sidney  has  resigned  his  Job  In  Louisiana,  He  has  no'  been 
happy  In  the  troubled  Southern  atmosphere  and  a new  president 
Is  coming  In  to  the  University  and  Sidney  decided  that  It  was 
time  for  him  to  go.  He  has  taken  an  apartment  In  Boston,  a 
double  apartment  In  fact  for  himself  and  his  mother.  He  has 
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no  Job  as  yet  but  Is  untroubled  on  that  score.  He  had  t’/ro 
offers  out  of  a clear  sky  last  winter  and  all  he  knows  at  the 
moment  Is  that  he  v?ants  to  live  In  Boston.  It  has  been 
somewhat  upsettln?;  for  Lenore.  She  Is  85  (I  think  It  Is) 
and  the  Idea  of  llvlnp;  In  a city  does  not  much  appeal  to  her 
and  of  course  she  doesn't  like  the  present  uncertainty.  She 
Is  very  good  about  It  and  she  Is  very  lucky  to  have  so  devoted 
a son  as  Sidney. 

Helen,  I have  read  nothing  that  has  made  bbh  more  vivid  to 
me  the  great  advances  that  have  been  made  In  the  field  of 
social  work  than  these  old  Town  records.  This  was  always  a 
subslstance  area  and  from  the  beginning  one  of  the  biggest 
burdens  on  the  tovm  \ms  the  support  of  the  poor.  'Tiey  had  the 
cmael  habit  of  publishing  In  the  "own  Reports  the  names  of  the 
paupers  and  the  amount  of  money  spent  on  each  one.  "Support 
of  Esther  Drew's  child"  year  after  year  this  Item,  the 
child's  name  not  given,  the  poor  v;alf,  obviously  a bastard. 
George  Blanchard  was  supported  for  years  and  when  he  died  his 
effects  were  sold  and  the  town  got  the  money.  How  much  do  you 
think  that  was?  ' hree  dollars!  Andrew  Blanchard  got  a burial 
permit  to  bury  his  o>m  child;  no  one  today  knows  vhere  that 
child  Is  burled.  It  may  be  here  on  our  hill  (this  was  a 
Blanchard  house  In  the  old  days)  or  It  may  be  In  the  Snowllle 
cemetery.  And  the  diagram  showing  the  names  and  graves  In  the 
Snowvllle  cemeteiy  has  been  lostl  There  Is  a rumor  that  a man 
In  an  adjoining  town  has  a copy;  we'll  follow  this  up  and  hope 
to  retrieve  It.  Such  things  as  this  emphasize  the  value,  or 
rather  the  necessity,  for  getting  our  papers  In  order  and  keeping 
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them  that  v«y. 

We  have  been  so  absorbed  In  this  that  we  have  let 
everything  else  go,  tlie  Annex,  which  Is  the  scene  of  most  of 
our  activity,  has  not  been  swept  in  a month  (except  in  spots) 
and  the  kitchen  has  been  dry-cleaned  with  the  vacuum,  l^hat  a 
scrubbing  up  we  shall  have  when  we  are  done!  We  are  anxious  to 
get  things  Inventoried  and  out  of  the  house.  And  we  are 
almost  afraid  to  leave  the  house  without  a baby  sitter  for  It, 

A fire  would  be  disaster  beyond  words, 

I am  so  sorry  about  Guthrie’s  Illness,  A long  ordeal 
for  Kit  and  all  ;rtio  love  her, 

I am  expecting  a book  binder  In  a little  while.  In 
addition  to  the  papers  and  ledgers  we  have  a number  of  old 
volumes  of  great  historical  value  which  must  be  bound  so  that 
once  more  they  will  be  useful,  A Swiss,  this  man  Is,  Plow  much 
our  land  has  been  enriched  by  those  who  have  come  from  other 
countries,  bringing  their  arts  and  skills  with  them,  I will 
tell  you  about  our  Russian  family  before  long. 

Meantime  my  love,  my  love,  Nella 


Snowvllle,  New  Hampshire 
Oct.  26,  1961 


Dear  Mrs.  Lomax i 


_ . ^ , I am  sorry  you  had  the  bother  about  the 

2nd  and  3rd  volumes  of  JOHNNY  THEI«iAIN.  I knew  they  were 
Mrs.  Scharoff  told  me  to  do  them  that  way.  She 
thought  95  pages  too  much  for  one  volume  and  I thought  It  was 
a pity  to  make  the  break  except  between  chapters. 

next  volume  will  be  delayed  because 
something  has  gone  wrong  with  my  large-type  typewriter  and 
I can  t get  It  fixed  up  here.  I will  have  It  done  at  once 
when  we  return  to  Garden  01 ty  around  Nov.  10. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Keith  Henney 


Mrs.  Lomax 
IHB  Braille  Center 
147-16  Archer  Ave. 
Jamaica  35 
New  York 


Snowvllle,  Oot.  27,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

I am  very  sorry  to  have  to  tell  you  that 
Lenore  is  In  Huggins  Hospital  In  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire. 
Sidney  telephoned  last  night.  Some  days  ago  the  doctors 
found  a lump~Sidney  didn't  say  where  and  I didn't  ask— 
and  decided  that  It  must  be  removed.  She  was  operated  upon 
about  a week  ago,  has  to  stay  where  she  Is  maybe  a couple 
more  weeks  because  of  dressings.  Everything  seems  to  be 
going  well,  but  It  does  seem  a pity  for  anyone  to  have  to 
stay  Inside  when  the  world  outside  is  so  beautiful.  I 
know  It  must  be  the  same  way  with  you  In  Connecticut— minus 
only  the  snow- topped  motm tains. 

Keith  and  I are  hurrying  to  get  all  the  books 

and  papers  back  into  the  ^^own  vault.  Yesterday  an  elderly 

woman  here  in  town  loaned  us  the  old  record  books  of  the  Free 

Will  Baptist  Church  which  is  now  a communi-i,y  church,  known 

everyvrtiere  as  "’'he  Little  Whit  e Churoh. " It  is  on  the  lake 

side  and  very  charming.  But  what  did  I find,  as  I vent 

through  one  of  xhe  books,  but  that  one  of  my  soldiers  was  in 

troublel  On  Nov.  12,  1859  at  a church  meeting  which  opened 

with  prayer  they  appointed  Brother  I. A.  Drown  as  a 

committee  to  visit  Brother  W.H.  Palmer  and  report  at  the  next 

meeting.  Bill  Palmer  Is  one  of  my  soldiers.  Din  Dec.  10 

they  had  another  meeting  and  added  Bro.  Robert  Robertson  to 

60 

the  committee  to  visit  Bro.  W.H.  Palmer.  On  Jan.  11  the  case 
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Of  Bro,  Palmer  was  postponed  for  another  month,  (By  this 
time  I was  dying  to  know  what  Bill  had  done,  he  was  only 
about  twenty-one  years  old,  but  I had  to  keep  reading  all  the 
minutes  of  all  the  meetings  to  find  out. ) fl)n  Peb.  18^  they 
took  up  the  case  of  Bro.  Palmer  and  decided  to  postpone  It 
another  month.  On  Mar,  10  they  voted  again  to  postpone  It 
for  a month.  On  April  14  they  took  up  the  case  again  and 
choso  Bro.  Robert  Robertson  as  a committee  to  visit  Bro, 

Palmer  and  tell  him  what  action  the  church  would  take  If  he 
did  not  attend  the  next  church  meeting  and  make  satisfactory 
acknowledgement  of  his  "rongs."  On  May  12  they  voted  to  withdraw 
fellowship  from  W,H,  Palmer  for  unchristian  conduct  and  using 
profane  language.  Well,  the  next  year  Bill  went  off  to  war, 
the  church  eventually  took  him  back,  and  he  lived  to  be  a vei*y 
old  man— a very  jolly  old  man  those  who  knew  him  tell  me,  who 
looked  a little  like  Santa  Claus. 

And  now  I must  go  back  to  the  books  and  see  If  I 
find  another  one  of  my  soldiers  In  trouble.  I caught  one 
a while  back  in  Illegitimate  relationship  with  a woman,  and  that 
Is  a very  long  story,  very  sad  In  parts,  but  It  came  out  all 
right,  for  I myself  knew  the  child  that  came  of  that  unloni 
He  used  to  mow  our  fields  ■s^en  we  first  came  here. 

We *11  be  In  Garden  City  by  the  middle  of  November, 
maybe  a bit  earlier,  and  I hope  to  see  you  very  soon  after 
that.  My  love  always  and  always,  Nella 


Snowvllle,  Oot.  30,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

I am  going  to  tell  you  an  Indelicate  story 
because  I think  It  Is  very  funny  and  very  touching.  It  Is 
a true  story  of  something  that  happened  here  back  In  the  l880's 
when  one  of  our  farmers  was  sent  to  Concord  (the  capital  of 
the  state)  to  represent  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  at  a 
conference.  Concord  Is  only  about  70  miles  away,  but  at  that 
time  It  was  a big  trip  for  a man  from  so  small  a country 
town  as  this  who  had  never  been  anywhere  else.  It  Involved  a 
long  train  ride  because  the  train  did  not  go  straight  from  here 
to  there,  but  wandered  around  so  It  could  stop  at  a lot  of 
places  on  the  way;  and  Concord,  so  far  as  our  man  was  concerned 
was  a BIG  city.  He  had  no  Idea  Just  what  he  would  be  up 
against,  but  wanted  to  be  prepared  for  anything,  so  In  his 
baggage  he  took  along  enough  corncobs  to  last  him.  Now  I 
do  not  know  If  you  know  what  corncobs  and  the  pages  of  old  Sears 
Roebuck  catalogs  were  used  for  In  those  days  all  over  the  oo\mtry, 
fi^sm  Georgia  and  Alabama  to  Maine  and  New  Hampshire,  from  the 
Atlantic  tc  the  Pacific,  samKXBxsamsxaBS  but  some  one  can  tell 
you.  The  Baptists  did  handsomely  by  our  man  and  put  him  up  at 
a hotel.  The  plximblng  fixtures  there  were  like  nothing  he  had 
ever  seen  and  by  the  time  he  got  through  with  them  they  were  like 
nothing  the  hotel  had  ever  seen  either.  It  took  the  pltimbers 
quite  a while  to  make  things  right  again. 

Men  like  this  built  our  township— Ignorant,  brave, 
undaunted,  able  to  laugh  at  themselves,  able  to  take  It  when 
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their  neighbors  laiighed  at  them  and  with  them. 

Many  of  our  early  settlers  could  not  read  and  write. 

Here,  copied  exactly.  Is  a report  sent  to  Concord  a hundred 
and  seventy-five  years  ago: 

"Baton,  Aperlell  29:  1786,  this  Is  to  Sartefla  that 
the  Peopell  of  saycm  sayd  town  Have  Ben  carfeley  numbered  & 
the  numer  Amountes  In  the  Hole  to  138  soles 

Test  By 

JAMES  JACKSON  Select 

HBNEWERT  WOODS  men 

"Test  by,"  In  case  you  have  trouble  with  It  means 
"Attested  by."  But  didn't  Henry  do  a wonderful  Job  with  his 
name  I 

We  ran  across  two  pages  from  an  old  arithmetic  book. 

Under  the  heading  "Exercises  for  the  Slate"  we  find  such  questions 
as  this:  How  many  quarters  In  12  nails?  In  168,000  nails? 

The  answer  t*  to  the  second  question  Is  "42,003  quarters," 

Another  question  for  the  slate  was  How  many  bushels  make  a 
chaldron?  The  answer  to  that  Is  36,  (But  Webster's  Dictionary 
which  I have  Just  consulted  says  a oheldron  Is  a dry  measure 
which  commonly  consists  of  3?  bushels I Prom  the  same  source  I 
learned  that  In  the  old  days  a nail  was  still  the  kind  of  nail 
we  know,  but  It  was  also  a measure  of  cloth— one  sixteenth  of 
a yard.  If  you  have  any  reason  to  buy  cloth  for  curtains  or  a 
dress  or  anything,  as  for  It  In  nails  and  see  how  far  you  getl ) 

The  weather  outside  looks  ominous  end  we  are  now 
racing  with  time.  We  must  get  all  these  papers  Into  a vault  and 
must  put  the  house  away  for  the  winter.  We  have  been  constantly 


Interrupted  by  townspeople  coming  up  to  see  this  marvellous 
treasure  that  they  did  not  know  they  had  until  we  got  Into  It 
But  It's  such  a happy  sort  of  Interruption  that  we  love  It, 
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He  think  we  get  back  to  Long  Island  our  friends 

will  be  glad  to  see  us  once.  After  that  they  will  say,  "Good 
Lord,  did  you  ever  see  suoh  bores?  Can't  talk  about  anything  but 
old  town  papers  and  such."  And  then  they'll  avoid  us  for  the  rest 
of  the  winter.  And  then  we'll  come  back  to  our  papers. 

But  even  bores  can  be  loving — and  we  love  you,  Nella 


Snowllle,  New  Hampshire 
Nov,  4,  1961 


Dear  Ken, 


I am  returning  herewith  the  various  copies  of 
the  Helen  Keller  manuscript  you  sent  me.  Please  note 
that  I made  my  further  corrections  and  suggestions  on 
uhe  revised  copy,  the  one  Kiss  Burton  used.  She  will 
need  to  go  over  It  again,  perhaps  with  the  authorBS,  but 
I have  not  done  much, 

I think  the  manuscript  much  improved  and  I 
think  the  authors  have  done  an  admirable  job  of 
researcn  on  the  plciures.  Here  are  my  suggestions 
about  them: 

Picture  No,  22,  Helen  and  ’’’eacher  at  Niagara  Palls,  The 
man  In  the  picture  is  not  Dr,  Dell  and  the  woman  Is  not 
Mrs,  Keller,  I used  that  picture  In  my  book  about  Teacher; 
she  did  not  remember  who  the  man  and  vroman  were  and  that  Is 
one  reason  why  we  took  them  out  and  made  an  oval  of  It  In 
ASM, 

Picture  No,  157,  Helen  •with  a dog.  The  dog  Is  a dachshund, 
given  her  by  Katherine  Cornell.  No  dachshund  In  the  caption. 

Picture  No.  185.  This  one  (Helen  and  ihrelyn  Selde  with 
President  Kennedy)  really  bothers  nia;  the  caption  bothered 
me  even  before  I savr  the  picture,  and  yet  both  caption  and 
picture  are  good,  I think  it  is  because  the  book  •wae 
going  smoothly  *^o  a vary  moving  cllmais:  wirilc  when  It  Is  suddenly 
jerked  to  a stop  by  a picture  that  belongs  to  Helen's  fourth 
llfo-~an  ^jncharacter5.s" Ic  pio'.ure  st  ■^hat,  Tf  authors  are 
not  devotedly  attached  to  it,  I should  like  to  eee  It  come  out. 
Yet  I should  ha.te  ^0  l.ose  the  cap-^lon  about  Kennedy,  Couldn  t 
It  be  worked  In  back  •'.rlth  Hoover,  ray?  And  In  place  of  this 
picture,  a quieter  one,  say  one  of  Teleu  'vi.‘*'h  Peter  .-almon 
of  the  Induatrial  Home  for  he  Blind  in  Brooklyn,  Peter 
Salmon  has  done  more  for  tho  deaf  blind  than  any  other  living 
person,  Helen  alone  excepted,  and  I am  pretty  cure  a picture 
of  him  and  Helen  was  -taken  after  Polly's  death  vrhen  a special 
celebration  was  held  to  commemorate  the  beginning  of  Peter  s 
work.  You  can  mention  my  name  If  you  approach  him. 

Picture  No,  184,  The  two  hands.  This  one  Is  awful.  The 
photographer  arranged  them  that  wy,  Nc  one  talking  with  Helen 
holds  her  by  the  wrist  like  thn',  and  rings  and  watch  are 
very  distracting,  the  authors  need  a picture  of  hands  here,  but 
please,  a better  one  than  this. 


These  two  pictures  Nos.  183  and  184  are  the  only 
ones  that  gave  me  trouble.  In  context  they  both  seemed  to 
me  somehow  false  and  out  of  place.  Otherwise  I think  the 
pictures  are  excellent,  the  authors  to  be  congratulated. 

The  three  packages  of  pictures  will  leave  by  the  mall 
that  carries  this.  I expect  to  follow  them  down  toward  the 
end  of  next  week. 

Ever  yours, 


Mr,  Ken  McCormick 
Doubleday  & Co. 
575  Madison  Ave. 
New  York  22 

N.Y, 


Snowilla,  New  Hampshire 
Nov,  7,  1961 


Dear  BvolTn, 


I am  sendlag  you  a Trorkln,-  list  of 
should  ha  no'Mfied,  OhATiQ*}  It  any  way  you  like 
ma  know. 


how  people 
, hut  let 


•«  . ^ ^ gift*!  that  nelan  has  ohoeon  the  minister, 

you  like  him,  I assume  that  some  of  the  truetees 
will  meet  him  and  talk  with  him  and  that  they  will  look 
oyer  the  ohuroh  la  whloh  the  oervloe  is  to  he  held.  I assume 
also  that  It  will  be  a email  affair,  but  !*■  must  not  be  In 
any  >jay  like  that  d sordid,  dingy  funeral  that  Polly  had.  If 
It  is  to  turn  into  a display  with  pall  bearero  and  other 
trapplnge  (i;hlch  In  view  of  Helen's  position  nay  be  deemed 
neoonoary)  I think  that  In  addition  to  the  trustees  and 
offlolale  of  the  A7H  and  the  A?OB  the  followin'!:  should  he 
oonelderedi 


General  iftwln  Olnrk  and  (Jileo  Phillips  to 
represent  the  Wentport  neighborhood. 

Reginald  Allen  (Lincoln  Center),  old  and 
devoted  friend  of  "eaoher  and  Helen. 

^ . Dobert  Duffus,  edUor  of  the  H.Y,  rimes,  neighbor 

and  friend. 


1,  Smith,  son  of  Lenore  Smith,  Helen's 

Oldest  living  friend.  His  father  was  a pall  bearsr  at 
Teacher' a funeral, 

Ksn  HoOormlok,  representing  Helen's  publishers, 
Conrad  Berons,  for  many,  many  reaeons. 

Dr,  Howard  Rusk, 

Van  ^^ek  Brooks 
vrilliam  Gibson 

Bebort  rhilthdae.  Very  Important  I think,  slnoe  he 
represents  the  continuity  In  the  advance  of  the  deaf  blind. 

here  are  others,  of  course,  but  1 think  'heir  names  would 
almost  autoTsatloally  come  ■‘o  ■’he  fronr—Peter  salmon.  Dr, 
watertxouee,  eto.  I'll  put  the  notification  11 et  on  a 
separate  sheet.  Affectionately, 


Uotlfloatlone  ro  HK 


I will  telephone  Mre.  lawln  Claz^t  she  will  mke  care  of 
the  nelchhortiood,  the  Phillipses,  the  Uebe,  eto.i  also 
Mrs.  l«onard  Pfeiffer,  Mrs.  Robert  Pfeiffer,  Prederlo  March 
and  Florence  ELdrldr.e*  and  others  that  she  nay  think  of. 

I think  Boneone  should  telephone  Lillian  '^wonda.  You? 

I will  telenhone  ’lanoy  lianlltoni  she  will  take  care  of 
'tecplc  Allen,  Dick  Jood,  Joe  Tlpkowlta,  Pro.  David  Lev>  and 
Claude  J>lxon  (tdio  would  probably  In  any  event  c«t  official 
notification  fron  the  trustees),  James  Hhute,  Maptha  Graham, 
and  others  *hat  she  may  think  of. 

I will  cable  ifllzaboth  =aln  In  Scotland  and  Florence  Davidson 
In  Prance,  if  France  Is  where  she  is.  Do  you  know?  If  you 
can  find  out,  let  me  know. 

I will  ‘elephone  or  telecraph  the  followlnri 

Ken  roComlck 

Lenore  smith 

Elsa  Klncsley 

Lawrence  Lee 

Kelson  Heff 

Robert  Duffus 

william  Gibson 

And  If  you  want  me  to,  1*11  do  Rebecca  ?%ck  and  fhlnzo  !‘hlrae. 
You  will  no  doubt  cable  Polly* s brother  and  some  one  should 
cable  Mac  Fa/^r  and  perhaps  some  others  in  Fhcland.  Mike 
Julian  should  not  be  forrott«ti.  1*11  do  him  and  Van  H!yck 
■^rooks  If  you  wont  me  -^o.  And  1*11  do  any  others  you  wont^  to 
tum  over  to  me.  1*11  ♦ry  to  find  out  about  Red  Holmes.  When 
you  cot  your  list  atrolcht.ened  out,  we*ll  compare  notes.  I am 
sure  that  ’here  are  others  ^o  should  bo  notified,  but  I oan*t 
think  of  'hon  at  the  moment. 


Nov.  7,  1961 


Dear  Bert, 

I am  sorry  to  have  to  tell  you  that  Helen 
has  had  a stroke  and  Is  slowly  drifting  away  from  us, 
as  Polly  did.  She  Is  at  home,  tenderly  cared  for,  and 
Is  more  than  resigned,  she  Is  eager  to  go.  She  Is 
already  In  communion  with  Teacher  In  a way  that  Is  almost 
mystical.  Those  of  us  who  love  her  hope  that  It  will  not 
be  long.  Since  Polly's  death  she  has  been  naked  to  the 
winds  of  circumstance  In  many  ways — I mean  that  there  ±h 
has  been  no  one  to  protect  her  from  exploitation.  Only 
Polly  had  the  strength  and  the  ability  to  do  that. 

Keith  and  I expect  to  leave  here  for 
Garden  City  early  next  week,  perhaps  on  Monday,  He 
have  had  an  extraordinarily  happy  and  satisfactory 
summer,  but  It  has  not  been  without  sorrows:  this 
Illness  of  Helen's  and  the  recent  death  of  Katharine 
Cornell's  husband,  Guthrie  McCllntlc.  Kit  Is  now  at 
Martha's  Vlnyard  (her  Island  home)  with  Nancy,  The 
tributes  to  Guthrie  that  have  been  pouring  In  from 
everywhere,  from  high  and  low,  have  helped,  but  the 
days  are  not  easy  for  her, 

I hope  all  Is  well  with  you  and  your 
family— this  with  affectionate  greetings  to  every 
one  of  you. 


Snowvllle,  Nov,  7,  1961 


Dear  Bill, 


What  happened  to  Helen  was  a stroke*  ”^he  dootors 
were  not  sure  until  after  the  series  of  tests  at  the 
hospital.  She  Is  back  at  Aroan  Ridge  now,  but  drifting 
away  from  us,  as  Polly  did,  only  she  goes  without 
rebellion,  gently,  sweetly;  Is  already  In  a strange  mystic 
communion  with  Teacher  to  whom  she  talks  much  of  the  time. 
No  telling  how  long  this  condition  will  last— her  body 
is  still  strong  and  may  not  let  her  go. 

Keith  and  I expect  to  leave  for  GO  next  Monday 
or  'Tuesday,  Busy  days  Just  now. 


Nov.  7,  1961 


Dear  Lenore, 


1 T j ‘■^nat  Helen  had  ;<as  a stroke.  She  Is 
slowly  drifting  av:ay  from  us,  as  Polly  did,  she 

eafrer  to  ro,  to  loin 

lonf  and  it  may  Ske  a 

long  tine.  I hope  not.  She  is  at  home,  tenderlv 
cared  for— nurse  with  her  night  and  day  lest  she^ 
fall  :;ancy  and  Kit  stopped'^by  for  a few  minutls 
on  ihefr  way  to  Martha's  Vineyard  after  Guthrie's 

but  oart°of'^^K®^tr''^  sweet,  loving,  and  gentle, 

InstSJ  o?  thS. 


"6  expect  to  start  down  early  next 
week.  here  is  nothing  I could  do  for  Helen  if 
I went  now. 


^ going  well  >dth 

Please,  please,  take  care  of  yourself. 


you. 


Our  love. 


Nov.  8,  1961 


Dearest  Elsa, 


I comn  ag^aln  with  news  that  is 
not  good.  Helen  has  had  a stroke  and  is 
drifting  av.’o.y  from  us,  as  Polly  did.  She 
is  now  living  mostly  in  -ihe  past,  in  a sort 
of  mystic  communion  id-th  "eacher,  she  is 
perfectly  serene  and  is  longing  to  go,  but 
her  body  is  still  strong  and  there  is  no 
way  to  tell  how  long  this  condition  >dll  last. 
I did  not  v/ant  you  to  have  the  shock  of 
learning  about  it  through  the  newspapers.  We 
hope  no  word  of  it  ge's  out  to  the  general 
public,  but  you  never  can  g tell. 

I have  thought  of  you  a great 
deal  this  summer,  hoping  ihat  every  day  ivas 
bringing  renewal  of  health  and  strength.  It 
has  been  a most  happy  and  satisfactory  summer 
for  Keith  and  me,  but  early  next  vteek  we 
shall  return  to  Garden  City  and  see  what  the 
winter  brings. 


Meantime,  my  love. 


Snovrvllle,  Nov,  8,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

A day  or  so  ago  I saw  a fox  trlpplnf^  lightly 
across  the  field  at  Is  the  back  of  the  house;  It  made  me 
think  of  Djelas  (I  never  >jas  sure  how  to  spell  this  name, 
but  you  >/lll  know),  that  beautiful  Shetland  collie  that  Lord 
Aberdeen  gave  you.  Teacher's  "Cream  Puff"  who  used  to  spend 
so  much  time  on  her  bed  In  Forest  Hills,  He  was  an 
aristocrat  If  ever  there  was  one,  but  did  you  know  that  he 
had  the  nasty  lltlle  habit  of  nipping  at  h the  heels  of 
your  guests  as  they  ^/alked  Into  the  dining  room  for  dinner. 

He  never  gave  a serious  nip  and  I am  not  sure  that  any  of  you 
knew  It,  but  the  guests  used  to  make  very  sudden  high  steps 
as  they  walked.  Every  time  I think  of  you  and  your  dogs  the 
one  that  comes  especially  to  mind  Is  Slegllnde— never  anywhere 
a more  beautiful,  more  Intelligent  dog--I  shall  never  forget 
the  first  time  I heard  her  say  Ma-Ma,  And  do  you  remember  the 
time  she  stole  the  chicken  that  had  Just  been  roasted  for 
your  dinner?  We  did  have  fun,  I think  It  was  the  Wife  of 
Bath  who  said,  "I  have  had  my  world  In  my  time,"  We  can  say 
that  too,  "We  have  had  our  world  In  our  time,"  and  a good 
world  It  has  been, 

"^hls  has  been  one  of  the  happiest  summers 
Keith  and  I have  ever  known— maybe  the  happiest  of  all— but 
It  Is  coming  to  an  end  next  week  when  we  set  out  for  Garden 


city  to  Bee  what  the  winter  will  bring.  One  thing  we  know: 
It  will  bring  us  closer  to  you.  Our  love  rushes  on  ahead  of 
us— It  Is  with  you  now.  Nellu 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
Nov.  18,  1961 


Dear  Mr.  Noyes: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  ^/Ith  Its 
Inclosures  about  Helen.  The  comfort  Is  that  she 
Is  surrounded  by  such  love  and  tenderness. 

Mr.  McCormick  put  a fine  young 
editor  to  work  on  the  picture  book  and  I went 
over  the  re-edlted  manuscript  and  the  great  mound 
of  photographs  shortly  before  we  left  Sno wills 
a few  days  &go*  I think  the  hook  t/IH  he  all 
right— very  moving  In  fact. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Mr.  Jansen  Noyes  Jr. 
8 Hanover  St. 

New  York  5 
New  York 


Garden  City,  Nov.  21,  1961 


Deares^  Helen, 

’•Jlthln  a few  days  you  vrlll  receive  the  greater 
part  of  the  writings  of  Etmnanuel  Swedenborg  which  Peter 
Salmon  Is  having  copied  for  you.  It  was  meant  to  be  a 
Christmas  present,  but  since  so  much  of  It  Is  ready  it  seemed 
a pity  to  let  It  lie  on  a shelf  gathering  dust  when  you 
might  be  enjoying  It.  It  has  been  copied  by  one  of  the 
volunteer  Brailllsts,  with  love  and  devotion  because  of 
all  you  have  meant  to  her  and  the  rest  of  the  vrorld.  The 
transcribing  will  be  finished  by  Christmas. 

He  arrived  In  Garden  City  last  Wednesday, 
vrlth  the  usual  petty  mishaps  waiting  for  us:  they  seem  to 

accumulate  In  a house  that  has  been  empty  for  six  months. 
';men  Keith  grasped  the  door-knob  to  open  the  front  door.  It 
came  off  In  his  hand,  so  he  had  to  force  the  door  open  vrlth 
strong  knee  action  against  the  lovfer  panel.  When  we  went 
upstairs  we  found  that  the  toilet  did  not  work  piah  properly 
and  when  we  went  to  the  kitchen  we  discovered  that  \ie  had  to 
have  a new  refrigerator.  But  with  the  help  of  a lock  smith, 
a plumber  and  a refrigerator  salesman  all  these  things  have 
been  attended  io,  except  that  the  refrigerator  has  not  yet 
been  delivered.  The  old  one  Is  performing  valiantly  and  we 
really  have  nothing  to  complain  of. 

I had  a letter  yesterday  from  Elsa  Kingsley. 

Her  recovery  from  the  operation  has  been  slow. 


"he  doctors 


told  her  at  first  that  she  vould  be  all  right  at  the  end  of 
six  months;  at  the  end  of  six  months  they  said  vrell,  after 
all,  you  know  it  does  take  a year  to  get  over  this  kind  of 
thing.  She  feels  well  enough,  but  lacks  pep  and  starch.  She 
spoke  fondly  of  you  and  Teacher  and  Polly,  the  rich  memories 
of  the  three  of  you,  going  all  the  way  back  to  1918. 

Lenore  is  still  in  hospital — a month  now — but 
continues  to  make  progress,  VHiat  she  had  was  a radical 
mastectomy  (Mrs,  Corbally  will  explain  this)  and  such  an 
operation  at  "-he  age  of  84  is  no  slight  thing, 

Keith  and  I are  getting  back  to  work  on  the  Town 
Papers,  A big  Job  lies  ahead  of  us  this  vrlnter,  but  it  is 
a happy  Job  and  we  continue  to  be  excited  about  it. 

I am  so  glad  Phillips  is  to  be  with  you  for  a while, 
love  alv;ays  and  always  and  Keith's  love  al>raiys 


and  always,  Nella 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  N.Y. 
Nov.  22,  1961 


Dear  Kay, 


I had  already  written  Helen 
about  your  mother.  Sidney  was  good  enough 
to  telephone  me  while  we  were  still  in 
New  Hampshire.  I am  sorry  to  have  to  tell 
you  that  Helen  herself  is  by  no  means  well. 
I haven't  seen  her  yet — we've  been  back  in 
Garden  City  less  than  a i7eek,  but  I expect 
to  before  long. 

It  was  really  a shock  to  me  to 
learn  that  your  mother  yjas  in  hospital. 

Just  a few  weeks  before  she  and  Sidney 
had  driven  over  from  l/olfeboro  to  have 
lunch’  with  us.  We  had  a lovely  time 
together.  Please  do  keep  me  informed  of 
her  progress.  I hadn't  known  until  your 
letter  just  what  the  trouble  was.  Sidney 
said  a lump,  but  he  didn't  say  where  and 
I didn't  ask. 

Thank  you  for  ■(■irltlng. 

A happy  rest-of-the-wlnter  to 

you. 


Ill  Fifth  St,,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Dec.  1,  1961 


Dear  Ken, 

I've  no  objection  to  the  use  of  the  picture 
that  Miss  Wetmore  wants,  but  I don't  have  a print. 

It  came  from  the  Volta  J3ureau,  1537  35th  St.  N.N., 
Washington  7,  D.C.  and  permission  for  its  use  should 
be  had  from  them. 


All  godd  vriLshes, 


Mr,  Ken  McCormick 
Doubleday  & Co. 
575  Madison  Ave. 
New  York  22 

N.Y. 


Garden  City,  Dec.  6,  1961 


Dearest  Helen, 

At  last  I have  my  t.ype’srrlters  hack  In  i-rorklnj^ 
order  and  it  Is  like  havln{>;  my  hand  unbandaged.  Now  my 
main  problem  Is  figuring  out  a way  to  get  peanut  butter 
to  the  chickadees.  Yesterday  I tried  smearing  it  on  the 
trunks  of  two  big  trees  in  the  back  yard.  Before  ever  a 
chickadee  came  near  it  the  squirrels  licked  it  all  offl 
Today  I am  going  to  try  smearing  it  on  a pine  cone  and 
hanging  it  from  the  tip  of  a slender  branch.  ’.'That  I am 
afraid  of  is  that  the  squirrels  i-tIII  go  out  far  enough 
to  bite  off  the  branch.  It  takes  a very  smart  person  to 
get  around  a squirrel — a much  smarter  person  than  I am. 

Same  >rlth  rabbits.  t7e  noticed  tdilte  spots 
a lovT  on 

all  along  :thB  branch  atf  a dogwood  tree  in  the  front  yard 
and  thought  the  tree  had  somehow  developed  a disease  like 
leprosy  or  something,  but  the  villain  was  a little  rabbit 
vjhlch  happens  to  like  the  taste  of  dogirood  bark.  Me 
caught  him  nibbling  avreiy  at  It,  but  there  Is  nothing  we 
can  do  about  It. 

Yesterday  I had  a good  tnlk  vrlth  Nancy.  We 
are  going  to  miss  her  and  Kit  while  they  are  aivay,  but  I 
am  so  glad  they  arc  going.  As  Teacher  knew  so  well.  It  Is 
good  to  break  away  from  the  ordinary  routine.  Sometimes  I 
wish  I had  •^d.ngs  to  fly  off  to  a shady  nook  where  the  only 


2 


sound  v/as  the  rustlinf^  of  leaves  and  the  trlckllnp;  of 
water.  Even  as  I sit  here  I can  do  It  in  my  Iraajjilnatlon 
and  I suppose  that  is  one  reason  why  the  Tx)rd  gave  us 
Imaginations. 

If  all  goes  well,  I shall  see  you  next  Tuesday. 

I long  for  the  day  to  come.  Meantime,  my  love,  my  love 
and  Keith's.  Nella 


r 


Ill  Fifth  St.,  Garden  City,  New  York 
Dec.  16,  1961 


Dearest  Nancy, 


I went  up  to  Arcan  Ridge  yesterday,  as 
planned.  Helen  greeted  me  by  name  and  may  have  known 
who  I was—“I  am  su2*e  that  she  knew  a loving  presence 

was  with  her  and  she  v/as  very  sweet.  She  was  also  very 

beautiful  as  she  eat  in  the  sunshine — no  blankness  in 
her  expression.  She  responded  with  affection  when  I 
spoke  of  you  and  Kit,  but  she  soon  floated  off.  ./hen 
I said  that  Effie  ivas  tnxSHKxZHiaHd:  still  in  New 
Zealand  she  said  she'll  have  lots  to  tell  Polly  when 
she  comes  back,  Ned  Holmes  is  on  her  mind  now — seemed 
to  think  he  was  with  me,  though  at  another  time  she 
appeared  to  know  who  Keith  was— Keith  was  not  with  me. 

Winnie  says  that  she  does  not  mention  Teacher  any  more. 

I think  all  her  connections  with  reality  are  very 
fragile,  but  she  is  perfectly  serene  and  apparently 
has  the  gift  of  remembering  only  happy  things. 

The  funeral  is  to  take  place  in 
Westport.  Rev.  Friestnal  came  up  last.  Tuesday  (did 
not  see  Helen)  and  drove  around  with  Evelyn  to  look 
at  churches — no  final  decision  yet.  While  Phillips 
was  there  he  told  Evelyn  he'd  like  to  speak  to  Mr. 
Adams.  Evelyn  got  him  on  the  telephone  and  the 
ineffable  Jimmy  explained  that  he  was  simply  too  busy 
to  talk  to  him.  Evelyn  said  she  thought  Phillips' 
feelings  were  hurt  and  suggested  that  he  call  Mr. 

Noyes,  but  Phillips  let  it  drop.  The  stroke  did  not 
take  place  at  the  Adamses.  On  the  vray  to  the  dining 
room  Helen  had  a slight  spasm  in  her  legs  and  sat  down 
for  a minute  or  two--thls  sort  of  thing  had  already 
happened  a few  times  At  Arcan  Ridge.  The  stroke  came 
the  following  Sunday  afternoon. 

I don't  see  how  the  arrangements  at 
Arcan  Rld^te  can  be  improved,  but  oh.  Lord,  the  rest 
of  it!  I 11  keep  in  touch  with  Winnie  and  Evelyn 
but  I do  wish  Mr,  Noyes  would  join  hands  ;rl  th  Rev, 

Pries  tnal.  I told  Evelyn  that  I here  must,  not  be 
another  dingy,  dreary,  wilted  service  like  Polly's, 
but  we  may  not  be  able  to  help  ourselves. 

I vra-nted  to  send  an  entirely  cheerful 
note.  I vras  glad  for  many  things  at  Arcan  Ridge 
and  very,  very  glad  I went.  I'll  send  you  word  of 
a^  change  and  all  during  the  holidays  I shall  be 
thinking  of  you  and  Kit  with  love. 


December  20,  1961 


Dear  Evelyn, 


I think  there  are  very  few  on 
this  list  that  should  be  notified  by  you  at 
the  last  minute.  If  Mrs.  Clark  is  not  around. 
I'll  take  care  of  her  list,  but  I think  you 
should  be  the  one  to  telephone  Ernest  Hillman 
and  John  Skllton.  I don't  think  Mrs.  Clark 
knovrs  them  very  well,  but  since  the  funeral  is 
to  be  in  'Westport,  I think  all  the  neighbors  who 
might  want  to  come  should  be  told  when  and  where. 
And  I think  the  time  should  be  set  so  that  people 
from  New  York  can  come  ou+  by  train.  I hope  to 
God  that  Nancy  and  Kit  are  on  hand.  Ke'll  divide 
between  us  the  ores  on  Nancy's  3-Ist  if  they  are 
not.  I don't  know  who  is  in  charge  of  things  at 
the  Foundation,  but  Eric  Boulter  and  Robert 
Barnett  would  certainly  know  who  among  the 
workers  for  the  blind  and  the  contributors  to 
the  cause  should  be  told. 

And  now  let,s  save  the  rest  of  the 
worry  for  a while  and  try  to  enjoy  the  holidays. 


Aff ec tlona  tely , 


Garden  City,  Dec.  30,  1961 


Bearest  Helen, 

We  have  had  quiet  and  happy  holidays 
and  hope  that  you  and  Winnie  have  had  the  same  kind 
and  that  we  all  have  a quiet  and  happy  year  ahead  of 
us  In  1962,  As  soon  as  Ann  leaves  tomorrow,  I shall 
buckle  down  to  hard  work  on  my  soldiers,  I want  to 
show  what  the  town  vreis  like  w’hen  they  left  It,  I want 
to  tell  what  the  soldiers  did  during  the  war,  and  what 
the  town  did  while  they  were  away,  and  what  the  town 
was  like  when  they  came  back.  All  sorts  of  little 
things,  I know,  for  Instance,  that  the  mall  coach 
came  three  times  a week,  but  1 don't  know  how  many 
horses  were  required  to  cover  the  distance.  I must  get 
a railroad  map  of  New  Hampshire  to  show  how  far  from 
8no>rvllle  the  nearest  one  was,  I think  It  iras  only 
six  miles  avray,  which  would  have  been  within  walking 
distance  In  those  days,  but  I have  to  be  sure.  And 
I want  to  find  a book  or  a person  who  can  tell  me  ever 
and  ever  so  much  about  the  Free  Hill  baptists,  that  was 
the  big  church  In  our  town  for  many  years.  It  was 
founded  by  a man  who  used  to  break  the  Ice  In  winter  to 
baptize  his  converts  I A sturdy  lot  these  early  New 
Englanders.  I hope  they  let  them  vrear  woolen  shifts 


when  they  went  Into  the  water.  I'll  tell  you  about 
some  of  the  other  things  when  1 see  you,  which  I hope 
will  be  before  long. 

Ever  and  ever  so  much  love,  as  always, 


Mella 


